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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton'sGarwood Posts Borough
Newsletter Online

GARWOOD — Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi has announced that the
first edition of the borough newslet-
ter, The Garwood Gazette, is now
available for viewing on the borough
website, www.garwood.org.

“We encountered some unforeseen
difficulties when we were ready to go to
press, requiring that the printing of the
newsletter be postponed. However, so
as not to waste the efforts of the volun-
teers, we are able to move forward with
the digital version,” the mayor said.

Mayor Quattrocchi explained that
the newsletter contained some time
sensitive items so it made sense to
launch it online immediately. “Hope-
fully future editions will commence
landing in the residents’ mailboxes
shortly and on a regular basis as well,”
she added.

“Our residents have been clamor-
ing for information pertaining mostly
to borough activities that they could
participate in, but also about services
that they can utilize,” the mayor said.
“We will be upgrading our website in
the near future and are hoping that
the combination of a print newsletter,
updated website, the borough mar-
quee on Center Street and local me-
dia we will be able to keep the bor-
ough population informed of what is
going on in our town.”

The mayor also said she wants to
encourage residents to bring their ques-
tions, concerns and suggestions to her
personally at council meetings or drop
in on Mayor’s Saturdays, the third
Saturday of each month when she is in
her office from 10 a.m. to noon, with
no appointment necessary.

Christie Agrees to Expand
Medicaid for The Poor

Governor Chris Christie said he
would expand Medicaid health in-
surance coverage to more low-in-
come New Jersey adults as part of
President Barack Obama’s health in-
surance expansion, the Associated
Press has reported.

“Refusing these federal dollars
would not mean that they wouldn’t
be spent,” the Governor said. “It just
means that they will be used to ex-
pand health care access in New York,
Connecticut, Ohio or somewhere
else.”

The coverage becomes effective
on January 1, 2014.

Federal Judge Blocks N.J.
Effort to Legalize Sports Betting

A federal judge has blocked New
Jersey’s effort to legalize spotrts bet-
ting at Atlantic City casinos and state
horse racing tracks, nj.com has re-
ported.

U.S. District Court Judge Michael
Shipp issued a permanent injunc-
tion to freeze the state’s effort, which
conflicts with the 1992 federal Pro-
fessional and Amateur Sports Pro-
tection Act which bans sports wa-
gering in all but four states – Ne-
vada, Delaware, Oregon and Mon-
tana.

The state is expected to appeal
the decision to the 3rd U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals in Philadel-
phia, and the case could eventu-
ally make its way to the U.S. Su-
preme Court.

A spokesman for Governor Chris
Christie, Michael Drewniak, said the
case would be appealed, nj.com re-
ported.

Sports betting is not related to
Internet gambling, legislation re-
cently signed into law by Governor
Christie to help struggling Atlantic
City casinos.

FEMA Extends Deadline
To File for Aid Until April 1

The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) has agreed to
the Christie administration’s request
to extend the deadline to Monday,
April 1 for New Jerseyans to file
disaster applications per damage from
Superstorm Sandy. The deadline was
to have expired on March 1. New
Jersey’s three disaster recovery cen-
ters in Jersey City, Manahawkin, and
Mays Landing will remain open until
further notice, FEMA spokeswoman

Maria Padron said. Union County
residents can apply at the Jersey City
center, which is located at 830 Bergen
Avenue, third floor.

Senate Panel OKs Measures to
Prevent Future Shortages at Pump

In response to long lines at New
Jersey gas stations following Superstor
Sandy, the state Senate Transportation
Committee has approved two pieces
of legislation that would lessen the
burden on gas stations and provide
more options for consumers during a
state of emergency, according to a
Senate Majority Office press release.

The first bill, S-2581, would pro-
vide a mechanism for fuel merchants
to import motor fuel during the time of
a state of emergency. Under current
law, fuel merchants cannot purchase
motor fuel from another state and
import it in New Jersey unless the
merchant first obtains a distributor’s
license. The bill would eliminate the
need for the Governor to issue future
executive orders as Governor Chris
Christie did after Sandy.

The second bill, S-2582, would
provide that during a state of emer-
gency, when a retail motor fuel dealer
exhausts the supply of a lowest grade
gas, that the dealer could sell any
remaining supply of higher octane
motor fuel at the same price as the
price of the lowest grade motor fuel.

Senate Panel OKs Bill to Let
Counties Share Tax Admins.

Legislation sponsored by Senate
President Steve Sweeney (D-3,
Gloucester) that would allow counties
to share county tax administrators has
cleared the Senate Community and
Urban Affairs Committee. The bill, S-
1694, would permit two or more ad-
joining counties to enter into a shared
services agreement for a county tax
administrator and clerical assistants
associated with the administrator.

“Given the current economic cli-
mate of the state, government should
be doing everything it can to reduce
the burden on property tax payers,”
Sen. Sweeney said.

The bill would allow counties to
determine the annual salary of the ad-
ministrator and assistants according to
the combined population of the partici-
pating counties. Current state law re-
quires each county to appoint their own
individual tax administrator. The legis-
lation now heads to the Senate floor.

Assembly GOP Seeks to End
Unused Sick Time Payouts

TRENTON — Assembly Republi-
cans Caroline Casagrande (R-11,
Freehold), Nancy Muñoz (R-21,
Summit), Donna Simon (R-16,
Flemington) and Declan O’Scanlon
(R-13, Red Bank), sponsors of
legislation to end the practice of
paying public employees for unused
sick time, said they are pleased that
Governor Chris Christie remains
committed to providing this property
tax relief that has been blocked by
some Trenton politicians.

“We have capped property taxes
and saved billions by reforming public
employee benefits. It’s time to finish
the job and save property taxpayers
from giving big checks to retiring
public employees,” Asw. Casagrande
said. “Anyone who is serious about
winning the war against sky-high
property taxes should embrace this
common-sense reform.”

Governor Christie repeated his call

for sick pay reform during his budget
address as part of the items needed to
further improve New Jersey’s fiscal
health.

“The historic bipartisan reforms
we supported resulted in the slowest
growth of property taxes in 24 years,
after a decade of crushing increases,”
Asw. Muñoz said. “We can do even
better for property taxpayers by
enacting a sensible law that requires
the use of sick days for what they
were intended.”

Assembly Bill 2495, sponsored by
23 Assembly Republicans, would pro-
hibit payments to public employees
for unused sick leave. The legislation
would also prohibit sick leave for those
who have been indicted and require
medical documentation for absences
of six or more consecutive days.

“Bringing governments’ workplace
policies in line with those in the private
sector should be a no-brainer,” Asw.
Simon said. “In the public sector, the
taxpayer is the boss and we can
improve the bottom line for both
property taxpayers and our state’s
finances with this logical reform.”

A few recent examples have
highlighted how much money unused
sick time costs property taxpayers:
$2.2 million to 15 retiring Atlantic
City employees this month, $306,000
to what a former West New York
mayoral aide claims she’s owed, and
$150,000 to the Hackensack police
chief.

Kean Touts School Aid
Funding in Proposed Budget
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TRENTON — The budget pro-
posed by Governor Chris Christie
for the fiscal year beginning July 1,
2013 contains good news for school
districts in the 21st legislative dis-
trict, Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R- 21,
Westfield) said last week. (Please
aid by School District on Page 5)

“The Governor’s budget appropri-
ates historic levels of aid for public
education,” Sen. Kean said. “In our
area, no district will see a reduction
in the aid they received from last
year, and several will realize in-
creases. That’s quite remarkable given
the ongoing budgetary challenges
presented by Hurricane Sandy and
the structural deficit run up under
previous Governors.”

Sen. Kean noted that the Governor
has proposed to increase state aid to
public schools in fiscal year 2014
(July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014)
by $670 million statewide- marking
the single largest financial commit-
ment to public education in the state’s
history.

Education aid is distributed to the
state’s public school districts based
on a formula mandated by the state
Supreme Court. That formula dis-
tributes $42.67 million to the dis-
tricts in Union, Morris, and Somerset
Counties comprising the 21st legisla-
tive district.

“The Governor’s spending plan al-
leviates pressure on property taxes,
which is always good news here in
New Jersey,” the Senator continued.
“I not only urge my colleagues to
preserve this critical piece of the bud-
get as a final spending plan makes its
way through the legislature, but renew
my call for Democrats and Republi-
cans to sit down and work together to
craft a school funding formula that is
more fair and equitable for every dis-
trict in New Jersey.”
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Did You Know?
Following up on Governor Chris

Christie’s budget address in which he
said the state would participate in the
federal Medicaid expansion program,
state Senate Democrats have intro-
duced legislation to expand Medic-
aid health insurance, saying Medic-
aid expansion could bring up to $22
billion in federal funds over eight
years and provide coverage to at least
234,000 uninsured New Jerseyans.


