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County EMS Helping Towns
Fill Gap in Daytime Coverage

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Local rescue
squads have received a helping hand
the past two years with the emergence
of the Union County Emergency Medi-
cal Services (EMS), a unit based out
of the county’s public safety complex
on North Avenue in Westfield.

Started as a pilot program in June
2011 and upgraded to a permanent
program last year, the initiative is
seen as a complement to the county’s
9-1-1-dispatch service, Union County
Public Safety Director Andrew Moran
told The Westfield Leader and The
Times during a recent interview. He
said the program operates from 6:30
a.m. to 6:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday, a time period where volun-
teer EMS units struggle the most in
attracting available volunteers.

“We will respond to any community
in Union County,” Mr. Moran said,
with the bulk of calls coming from
Plainfield, Fanwood and Scotch Plains.
“We’ve been to 20 of the 21 munici-
palities.” He said the county EMS has
not been called to New Providence.

The county EMS responded to 1,449
calls in 2012 and 166 calls in January
2013, up from a 2011 monthly aver-
age of 60 to 80 calls, Mr. Moran said.
The highest volume of calls, 168 or
11.6 percent, were for motor vehicle
accident, with 147 or 10.1 percent for
fall victims, and 109 calls or 7.5 per-
cent due to breathing problems. The
county EMS is contacted after it is
determined by 9-1-1 dispatchers that
the local squad in the town of the call
is unavailable.

Freeholder Chris Hudak said Lin-
den, where he resides, used to have a
dual-volunteer ambulance service and
municipal EMS service operated by
the Linden Fire Department, with the
city having to subsidize the volunteer
unit. He said the volunteer ambu-
lance corps eventually had to shut
down as the city could no longer
afford to operate both services.

“We’re [the county] going to be able
to provide support to communities that
can’t quite meet the needs or need assis-
tance to meeting the needs” of munici-
pal EMS services, Mr. Hudak said.

He said EMS ties in well with the
county’s 9-1-1 municipal dispatch.
“From the board’s standpoint, we’re
proud that we’re able to start really
pushing these services to the
municipalities….Regardless of how
good a municipal budget manager
you are, the reality is the 2-percent
cap (on tax increases), [and] the real-
ity of a declining ratable base has
nothing to do with how good elected
officials are at their job, it has to do
with the economic factors.”

“You have so many pressures on
municipal governments that we can
now begin to offer these services that
are really starting to be integrated
with one another,” Mr. Hudak said.
“The more integrating of services we
do on a whole is a good thing. So if
this really starts to spearhead that

effort and show that it can work and
can work on a large scale, it’s much
better for Union County and all the
communities within it.”

Mr. Moran said each town sets its own
protocol as to whether to go with the
county EMS, a neighboring town, etc.,
when it cannot respond to an EMS call.

“It really depends on the reliability
of the EMS service in your neighbor-
ing town and geographically who is
closer. But that’s a municipal deci-
sion,” Mr. Moran said.

Locally, the county EMS responded
to 168 calls in Scotch Plains, 184 calls
in Fanwood and 65 calls in Westfield,
according to data supplied for 2012 by
Christopher Scaturo, Union County
Emergency Services director. There
were 102 calls to Garwood, 54 to
Cranford, 50 to Springfield, 18 to Clark
and 12 to Mountainside.

Plainfield, which saw the closing
of Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center, summoned the county squad
263 times – the most in the county –
with another 131 calls going to
Rahway and 134 to Roselle Park.
There were 96 calls to Elizabeth and
49 to Union.

Mr. Moran reasoned that Plainfield
might be seeing more calls due to
additional travel time in transporting
patients to hospitals further away, such
as Overlook Medical Center in Sum-
mit or JFK Medical Center in Edison.

Another burden on local EMS is the
training of emergency medical tech-
nicians required by the state. Mr.
Scaturo said as of January the number
EMT curriculum hours has increased,
“which increased the cost of the train-
ing program.”

“I think that has taken a toll,” he
said, but he believes funding to offset
those costs is still available from a
state trust fund.

The county operates two ambulances
with a third ambulance as a backup.
Mr. Moran said all the county’s Hazmat
technicians, which operate out of the
same Westfield complex, are EMT cer-
tified and can respond if both county
EMS crews are out on calls.

The county 2012 budget included
$120,000 for EMS salaries and an-
other $66,000 in expenses. The county
bills patients’ insurance at $550 per
call with a reimbursement rate to the
county from Medicare of $350 per
senior call. Mileage and supplies used
also are billed to the insurance com-
pany. The county received $244,000
in reimbursement revenue from insur-
ance and Medicare for EMS calls in
2012, Mr. Moran said.

“Union County residents don’t have
any out-of-pocket expenses,” Mr.
Moran said. “If the patient doesn’t
have any insurance, then we (the
county) absorb those costs.”

EMS usually takes patients to their
where doctors practice such as local
hospitals as well as the Veterans Ad-
ministration Hospital in East Orange,
University Hospital in Newark and
Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital in New Brunswick.

Rahway Man Convicted
Of Robbing Pharmacy
CLARK — A Rahway man was

convicted February 26 for first-de-
gree armed robbery and related
weapon charges, Union County Pros-
ecutor Theodore J. Romankow has
announced.

Michael Giuliano, 32, was arrested
on February 2, 2011, shortly after
robbing a Rite Aide on Central Av-
enue in Clark. According to Assistant
Prosecutor Brent Bramnick, who
prosecuted the case, Giuliano entered
the store dressed in dark clothing,
with his face covered, and preceded
to the pharmacy counter where he
brandished a knife and demanded
narcotics from employees.

Giuliano then filled a garbage bag
full of various medications and fled
the store. A good samaritan, who was
standing at the entrance to the store,
called 911 and followed Giuliano from
the store and for several blocks until
police arrived, Mr. Bramnick said.
The good samaritan, a truck driver
from Clark, pointed out the suspect to
officers and Giuliano was arrested.

Giuliano faces up to 20 years in
state prison when he is sentenced in
April before state Superior Court
Judge Frederic R. McDaniel.

Scotch Plains Man, 21,
Charged In Carjacking

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Police Department (SPPD)
have arrested Julio Maldonado, 21,
of Front Street in Scotch Plains, in
connection with a carjacking of a
father and son last Saturday morning
at Route 22 and Harding Road.

According to a SPPD press release,
police received a 911 call on Saturday,
March 2, of the carjacking at approxi-
mately 11:50 a.m. The arriving offic-
ers located two male victims, age 50
and his son age 18, both area resi-
dents. Authorities said the investiga-
tion revealed that a suspect who was
known to the pair entered the family
vehicle and forced the victims out.
The suspect put the vehicle in reverse
and struck both victims knocking them
to the ground, police said.

The 50-year-old male was dragged
several feet before the suspect put the
vehicle in drive and fled the scene,
according to police. This victim was
treated and released at Overlook Medi-
cal Center for minor injuries. The vic-
tims were not identified by police.

Maldonado was subsequently lo-
cated in Old Bridge by members of
the Scotch Plains Police Detective
Bureau and was placed under arrest
without incident, police said.

Maldonado was taken to the
SPPD where he was processed and
charged with first-degree
carjacking, second-degree aggra-
vated assault, third-degree aggra-
vated assault and third-degree re-
ceiving stolen property.

He was later transported to the
Union County jail in Elizabeth in lieu
of $75,000 bail that was set by the
municipal court judge.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ANSWERING THE CALL...Union County Emergency Medical Service (EMS)
responded to 1,449 calls in 2012 as a backup service to municipal rescue squads.
Pictured is EMT Michael Tharaldsen  standing next to one of the county’s three
ambulances. Please see story at right.
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County GOP Selects Cands.
For Legislature, Freeholder

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader  and The Times

GARWOOD  — The Union County
Republican Committee on Monday
named their candidates for state Sen-
ate and General Assembly in legisla-
tive districts 20, 21 and 22 as well as
picking  candidates for the Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

The hour-plus convention, held at
The Westwood in Garwood, began
with the nomination of Chris Christie
for a second term. The Governor gave
as 30-minute speech at the start of the
convention, thanking the county GOP
for being the first in the state to back
his campaign for governor in 2009.

“I want to do this job for another
four years because I know our work
isn’t finished,”  the Governor told
covention attendees. “... If you lock
arms with me, we we will win this
fight in November and we will win
the bigger fight to restore our state to
greatness.”

County GOP Committee members
backed incumbents, Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick of Westfield, the Republi-
can/minority leaders of their respec-
tive houses, and Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz of Summit in district
21 for re-election. Mr. Kean has served
in the Senate for 10 years after previ-
ously being an Assemblyman for a
year-and-a-half. Mr. Bramnick has
served in the Assembly since 2003.

In District 22, currently represented
by Democrats Senator Nicholas
Scutari of Linden, Assemblywoman
Linda Stender of Scotch Plains and
Assemblyman Jerry Green of
Plainfield, the GOP backed former
Middlesex Borough Mayor Robert
Sherr for Senate and John Campbell,
Jr. of Plainfield and former Middlesex
Borough Councilman Jeffrey First
for Assembly. Mr. First, a nursing
home administrator, ran unsuccess-
fully for Assembly in 2011. Mr.
Campbell is a graduate of Boston
College and an entrepreneur, accord-
ing to the Union County Urban
League website, of which he received
an Urban League “I am Empowered”
award in 2011.

Mr. Sherr served 30 years as direc-

tor of health for the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department before re-
tiring at the end of 2008. He served as
Middlesex mayor from November
2009 to December 2011, according
to his LinkedIn account.

In District 20, currently represented
by Democrats, Senator Ray Lesniak
of Elizabeth, Assemblyman Joseph
Cryan of Union and Assemblywoman
Annette Quijano of Elizabeth, the
GOP supported John Donoso of Eliza-
beth for Senate and Assembly candi-
dates Christopher Hackett and
Charles Donnelly, both Union Town-
ship residents. Mr. Hackett, a 2012
Rutgers University graduate, accord-
ing to his Facebook page, and Mr.
Donnelly previously ran for Union
Township Committee; Mr. Hackett
in 2012 and Mr. Donnelly in 2010.

Mr. Donoso, who ran for Assem-
bly in 2011, is a member of the
Elizabeth Board of Education and
is employed as a financial advisor
with JP Morgan Chase, according
to his Elizabeth BOE biography,
and previously was a field director
for Acting Governor Donald
DiFrancesco.

In the race for freeholder, the party
selected former Springfield Town-
ship Committeeman Marc Krauss and
Ira Geiger of Union, a substitute
teacher in Union County and an out-
reach coordinator for conservative
Republican campaigns and who holds
a master’s degree in education, ac-
cording to his LinkedIn account. Mr.
Krauss is senior program analyst with
Marine Corps Systems Command at
Subsystem Technologies, Inc., ac-
cording to his LinkedIn account.

County GOP Chairman Phil Morin
said the GOP executive committee will
select the third candidate for freeholder
and sheriff candidate. The Union
County Regular Democratic Organi-
zation has picked long-time Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich of Elizabeth for re-
election as well incumbent Freehold-
ers Linda Carter of Plainfield and Bette
Jane Kowalski of Cranford as well
newcomer Sergio Granados of Eliza-
beth. Mr. Granados replaces 19-year
Freeholder Dan Sullivan on the
Democratic ticket.


