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Is Property Tax Appeal
Right Move For You?

SCOTCH PLAINS - Home values
have dropped. Shouldn’t your prop-
erty taxes? Is a property tax appeal
right for you?

As the real estate market depreci-
ated over the last few
years, chances are that
your property taxes did
not likewise decrease.
As a taxpayer, you have
the right to appeal your
property tax assessment
and reduce your taxes.
A taxpayer considering
an appeal should un-
derstand that he/she
must prove that his/her
assessed value is legally
“unreasonable.” With a
successful tax appeal,
your lowered tax as-
sessment will be frozen
for three years, which
can amount to a con-
siderable amount of savings.

The best way to succeed in appeal-
ing your taxes is to present your claim
through an expert tax and legal advi-
sor with local knowledge. James M.
Foerst, Esq. is the principal of Spector

Foerst & Associates and has been
assisting families with real estate and
tax issues for more than a decade in
our local community. Mr. Foerst
brings with him his experience with

local government, a
knowledge of the mu-
nicipal budget process
and a record of success
in reducing property
taxes for his clients.

SAVE MONEY!
Make the sale of your
home more attractive.
Reduce the long-term
expenses associated
with your home . . . All
with lowered taxes.

Tax appeals must be
filed by April 1. For
more information
about tax appeals, visit
www.spectorfoerst.com
or get started with a

free consultation and review by call-
ing James M. Foerst at (973) 258-
9200.
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James M. Foerst

30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

Call me to see how much you can save.
Safe  drivers  cost  everybody less.  That’s  why
they  pay  less.  But  at  Allstate,  they  pay  a
whole lot less. In fact, safe drivers save 45%
or more on car insurance. Why wait? Call me
today.

Nelson C. Espeland, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
 
The Espeland Group
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com

Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Actual savings will vary. Allstate
New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  Illinois  ©  2010  Allstate  Insurance
Company.

UC Police Chiefs Assoc. To
Raffle Triumph Motorcycle
UNION COUNTY – The Union

County Police Chiefs Association will
host a raffle for a 2013 Triumph “Steve
McQueen” Limited Edition Bonneville
T100 motorcycle. Proceeds from the
raffle will benefit the Two Hundred
Club of Union County and New Jersey
Police Chiefs Foundation “Hurricane
Sandy Injured Officer Assistance Fund.”

Triumph has joined forces with the
estate of Hollywood icon Steve
McQueen to create a limited edition
motorcycle that pays tribute to mark
the 50th anniversary of the release of
The Great Escape.

Based on the classic Triumph
Bonneville, only 250 of the Steve
McQueen Edition will be sold in the
United States. The design is inspired
by the Triumph motorcycle that
McQueen insisted on riding during the
famous stunt scene in the movie and
features a military-style matte khaki
green finish, stencil-style Triumph de-
cal on the tank and the actor’s signature

on the side covers. In addition, each
machine is individually numbered with
a plaque on the handlebar clamp.

The winner will receive a 2013 Tri-
umph Bonneville T100 motorcycle with
numbered certificate of authenticity,
DVD of The Great Escape and an
official Triumph Steve McQueen “King
of Cool” T-shirt.

The cost of a ticket is $100. Raffle
ticket sales will be limited to 500 tick-
ets.

The drawing will be held Sunday,
March 17, at 1 p.m. at the Kenilworth
V.F.W. Hall, located at 33 South 21st
Street in Kenilworth.

The winner need not be present to
win. Void where prohibited and must
be at least 18 years old to participate.
Payment of all applicable federal, state
and local taxes and fees are the respon-
sibility of the winner. No substitutions
will be made.

For more information, call (908)
322-5000, extension no. 116.

ously existed would be less intrusive
than adding to T-Mobile’s tower near
Terrill Road.

Two radio frequency engineering
experts, Rosario Conelli for Sprint
and Yvan Joseph for AT&T, displayed
exhibits showing the gap in coverage
occasioned by the loss of PSEG’s
tower, and how the Sprint-AT&T
tower would restore coverage.

They argued that reliable cell cov-
erage is critical for public safety since
many consumers rely nearly exclu-
sively on cell service for
telecommunicating. Cell coverage is
needed to facilitate calls to 9-1-1,
among other things, they claimed.

Mr. Flowers questioned their con-
clusions, saying that his wife can use
her Sprint phone even in the cover-
age gap area. Mr. Conelli hypoth-
esized that she might be accessing
backup roaming service, for which
Sprint pays Verizon Wireless.

Board member Laura DeGennaro
said her Sprint phone could never
access service in that area. Mr. Jo-
seph asserted that if any service is
available there, it is not reliable, and
thus compromises consumers’ con-
venience, productivity and safety.

After a presentation by architec-
tural expert Joanne Slaman, Borough
Engineer Dominic Carrino criticized
Sprint-AT&T’s incomplete applica-
tion. He said that parking, drainage
and landscaping had not been ad-
dressed, and wondered the reason, if
regaining coverage was an urgent
priority. He asked if they had ap-
proached T-Mobile about sharing
towers.

Mr. Meese said at the time of T-
Mobile’s application, Sprint and
AT&T, which could not be sure of
the success of T-Mobile’s applica-
tion, were already independently
pursuing negotiations. By the time
T-Mobile’s application was ap-
proved, they found that it would

take longer to pursue new negotia-
tions with T-Mobile than to continue
pursuing independent plans.

Mr. Joseph reported that while
AT&T had been in contact with T-
Mobile initially, at some point they
lost communication and went for-
ward alone. “Maybe [T-Mobile was]
using Sprint,” Mr. Carrino quipped,
jokingly implying that the carriers
were casualties of their own cover-
age gaps.

Mr. Carrino and Ms. DeGennaro
expressed skepticism that the carri-
ers could raise a Sprint-AT&T tower
by their application’s two-month
deadline. “…it could potentially take
as long as it might take to add them
to the other tower, and then I think it
would be a mistake,” Ms. DeGennaro
said.

Five board members must vote
assent in order to approve an appli-
cation. Since precisely five mem-
bers were present, Mr. Flowers asked
Mr. Meese if he would like to wait
until more members were present.

“I’m certainly not a gambling per-
son,” protested Mr. Meese, but he
opted to hold the vote immediately
in the interest of expediting the pro-
cess of restoring his clients’ cover-
age.

Three of the five board members
present, Dennis Sherry, Teresa
Seefeldt and Ms. DeGennaro, voted
assent. Two members, Mr. Flowers
and Elizabeth Hogan, dissented. Be-
cause approval requires five “yes”
votes, the application was denied.
Ms. Hogan said she felt an additional
tower, when one sufficient for all
three carriers had already been ap-
proved, was “silly.” Mr. Flowers said
that Sprint and AT&T should have
“gotten your act together,” if the ap-
plication was genuinely urgent.

Mr. Meese said he would come
back before the board with a new
plan as soon as possible.
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Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STAMP ENTHUSIASTS…Attendees enjoy the selection of stamps at Saturday’s
annual Westfield Stamp Show held in the Community Room at Town Hall. Gino Jannotti for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GOP SUPPORT…Union County Republicans gather at The Westwood in
Garwood on Monday night to show their support for Governor Chris Christie.
John Campbell, Jr. and Jeffrey First were announced as the party’s candidates
to run in the 22nd Legislative District against incumbent Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-22) and Assemblyman Jerry Green (D-22) in the general election.

year at $2,900,112.
At last week’s budget meeting,

Megan Avallone, health officer with
the Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment, told the committee that the free
rabies clinic, which was held recently
at the Cranford Community Center,
was a huge success. She also said that
home visits to the elderly was also a
successful program.

Mr. Hartnett said that changes might
be made to the way the township handles
health services. He said the township
has discussed hiring a full-time health
inspector, as well as a full-time regis-
trar. Cranford joined the Westfield re-
gional department after its health of-
ficer, Warren Hehl, resigned to take
over the Rahway Health Department.

Such a move would enable the de-
partment to better deliver health ser-
vices, he added. The department oper-
ates a clinic for children ages 2 to 18
who are not covered by health insur-
ance. The services offered include ex-
aminations, immunizations, health and
nutritional guidance.

Mayor Tom Hannen suggested ad-
vertising the services so the residents
are aware of the programs available to
them at little or no cost. The health
department budget for this year comes
in at approximately $277,958, in-
cluding salaries.

Stephen Robertazzi, director of
Recreation, Parks and Pools, told the
committee that this year Community
Block Grants from the New Jersey
Department of Community Affairs
were cut. He said the grant for the
Handy Man program, which involves
making minor repairs to the homes of
senior citizens, was cut from $14,000
to $10,000. He said seniors who need
more significant repairs are referred
to the county. He also said the social
services grant went from $16,000 to
$12,690. He added that federal grants
were cut across the board.

Mr. Robertazzi said the department
maintains two senior buses, drivers
and a backup van. He said approxi-
mately 75 seniors use the buses for
in-town and out-of-town shopping.

Mayor Hannen asked if the annual
Fourth of July fireworks display
would take place this year, to which

Mr. Robertazzi said it would be held.
He also said the indoor and outdoor
pools will operate much as they did
last year. He said pool enrollment is
down a little, but that the number is
not significant.

Mr. Hartnett suggested taking an-
other look at Cranford West, a piece
of property on the banks of Silver
Lake, which was leased by the town-
ship in Hope Township, Warren
County for outdoor recreation and
camping. He said he was concerned
about the lack of supervision or man-
agement at the site, which could cause
liability problems for Cranford.

Mr. Robertazzi said the property is
used by 100 residents annually. Mayor
Hannen said he would like to keep it
going, but agreed to look at options
concerning the township’s liability.
Mr. Robertazzi said the recreation
budget is approximately $350,000
and the pool’s budget is $1.8 million.

Township Engineer Rick Marsden
asked the committee to fund two part-
time summer interns at the cost of
$8,000 to do upgrading of storm water
maps, surveying and inventory.

“We have stuff that gets piled up
through the year,” he said. He also
said it would cost about $20,000 a
year to maintain the Cranford Cross-
ing parking garage.

Mr. Hartnett suggested hiring a
parking professional to handle the
downtown parking arrangements. Mr.
Marsden said improvements were
needed in lighting, curbs, roads and
sidewalks.

He also cautioned the committee
about the practice of not monitoring
the use of gasoline pumps at the de-
partment of public works. Mr.
Marsden said the total budget re-
quest, not including salaries, is
$316,000.

Steve Wardell, the supervisor of
public works, said his budget is $2.5
million including salaries.

The finance department was repre-
sented by acting Chief Financial Of-
ficer (CFO) Ken DeRoberts and
Deputy CFO Ronald Angelo, who
told the committee that the surplus in
this year’s budget is $8.5 million, as
opposed to last year’s $2.4 million.
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programs.
She said the 2013 executive budget

follows the 1977 law, noting that the
county could have spent another $3
million in taxes – or $324 million –
had the county followed the 2010 cap
law.

“We are working diligently to re-
duce that levy (the $321-million pro-
posed tax levy) to have the least im-
pact upon residents as possible,” Ms.
Taylor said. She said most of the
departmental operating budgets “have
been relatively flat.”

“I cannot tell you we will get to a
zero-percent tax increase, as some of
the other counties have done, be-
cause point in fact is that one of the
considerations that we have to look
at is the impact it would have on the
[county’s] bond rating” from re-
ducing the county’s surplus, Ms.
Taylor said.

Jeff Robinson, representing CWA
Local 1080, requested the county
move to a system known as the Best
Price Insurance Purchasing,
whereby the county would select a
broker through competitive bidding,
with the broker receiving a set fee.
Currently, the county’s broker,
Brown & Brown, is paid by the
insurance carrier out of a percent-
age of the insurance premium, a fee
Mr. Robinson has said was around
$800,000 last year. Best Price In-
surance Purchasing is recom-
mended by the Citizens Campaign,
a group committed to good govern-
ment.

“We want the county to go into
the best, most cost-effective plan to
save money,” Mr. Robinson said.
He told the freeholders last month
that moving to the SHBP (State
Health Benefits Plan) would have
saved the county $5.8 million on
group health-insurance costs. The

county has budgeted over $49.2
million this year for group insur-
ance and another $11.2 million for
prescription coverage.

Under Best Price Insurance Pur-
chasing, he said the county would
receive a minimum of three bids for
the county’s group health insurance
plan, with one of those being the
SHBP. He said Plainfield, Essex
County, Camden, Hoboken and
Perth Amboy have all opted to move
to a set fee-based way of paying
insurance brokers.

In other business, the freeholder
board approved a $67,000 contract
to “This Is It Productions, Inc.” of
Hoboken for planning, production
and management services for the
2013 Summer Arts Festival. This
year’s program will include nine
concerts, including a Fourth of July
performance in Plainfield.

The board also approved on first
reading food and beverage fees for
the soon-to-be-opened banquet fa-
cility at the Galloping Hill Golf
Course in Kenilworth. Entrées range
from $22 to $34 with prix fixe din-
ners from $32 to $45 at the Red
Knot restaurant. Wedding parties at
the banquet facility will be charged
$100 to $115 per person. The facil-
ity also will be available for Sweet
16 and Bar Mitzvah gatherings.

Freeholder Chairwoman Linda
Carter noted the first 2013 Union
County Means networking break-
fast would be held Thursday, March
28, at Kean University, with the
topic, “Legislative Outlook for
Business.” She said guests would
include Rep. Rush Holt (D-12),
Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield), Senator Ray Lesniak (D-
20, Elizabeth) as well as represen-
tatives of the Hurricane Sandy Re-
building Task Force.
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for the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration.

Mr. Verdic, noting that the board
members are all volunteers who also
operate their own businesses in town,
said the SPMC needs help to effec-
tively function. In January,
FirsTEAManagement, SPMC’s man-
ager, chose not to renew its annual
contract, leaving the organization
without a day-to-day overseer.

Later, during the council’s own
discussion of the proposed SPMC
budget, which will formally be intro-
duced on Tuesday, March 19, and
voted on in April, Councilman Will-
iam Vastine said the council needed
to first discuss the fate of the $400
assessment.

While this year’s efforts and ac-
tivities will be funded by the
$87,000 already in SPMC’s cof-
fers, Mr. Vastine asked how a bud-
get for 2014 would be funded with-
out an assessment, as is being pro-
posed. Mayor Glover said future
assessments could be discussed at a
future time, adding that business
and property owners want to see
tangible results this year.

Mr. Vastine persisted, saying that if
SPMC expends all of the $87,000
this year, it will then begin 2014 with
no money in its account and no abil-
ity to assess property owners any fees
to finance its operations in the new
year. He said he feared the no-assess-
ment move will spell “the end of the
SID as we know it.”

Councilman Michael Marcus urged
the council and the SPMC board
members to meet to discuss the bud-
get and the group’s future plans. It is
important, he noted, for the govern-
ing body to find out “what we can do
and what we can do to help.”
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incurred up to the point it withdraws.
He said the proposal does not al-

low Fanwood a voice in deciding
terms or features of the station, and
cautioned that the borough might end
up paying for considering a shared
service that it ultimately rejects.

Mr. Estis also called the council’s
attention to wording in the proposal
that prohibits Fanwood from ever
directly operating the station.
Fanwood would have to send any
messages it wished to air to person-
nel in Scotch Plains. He suggested
that Fanwood request amendments
to the proposal to address some of
these issues before agreeing to share
the station.

The council then reviewed a draw-
ing of a proposed new electronic
sign for the borough. Mr. Molenaar
again had objections. “Sorry to
throw monkey wrenches into this,”
he said, before asking the council
to consider whether an electronic
sign would be best.

As former chairman of the plan-
ning board, he said that Fanwood
had long vigorously upheld code
that disallows internally-lit signs in
the borough. He felt it would be
inconsistent and an aesthetic mis-
take for the borough council to raise
an internally-lit sign in close proxim-
ity to businesses which had been de-
nied that privilege.

He also opined that a non-digital
sign might be more sustainable and,
during emergency conditions, per-
haps more useful for communica-
tions.

Mr. Boris said that the justification
for such a sign was that it could
display multiple, scrolling messages
that would be clearly visible to driv-
ers at the stoplight, while an analog
sign could not.

Mayor Mahr said that subdued
colors and a tasteful frame would be
necessary, if an electronic sign goes
up. She said she wanted to go to the
proposed site and visualize the pro-
posed design before sharing a defi-
nite opinion on it.

Mr. Boris suggested inviting the
sign company, Foreman Signs, to send
a representative to the next agenda
meeting to answer questions about
the sign and perhaps bring material
samples.

The council entered a closed ses-

sion to discuss court security and
matters of litigation.

At a special meeting preceding the
agenda meeting, the council also ap-
proved a raffle license for a 50/50
raffle for the Fanwood Business
Association’s St. Patrick’s Day event,
and a contract for T&M to conclude
repairs on Russell Road between
Midway and Madison Avenues.
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