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Believe  it.  Safe  drivers  get  the  savings  they  truly
deserve  with  the  amazing  DRIVEWISE®  device
from  Allstate.  Combined  with  Allstate’s  other
safe  driver  savings,  the  total  could  hit  60%.  The
savings  start  right  away  -  with  a  15%  discount
just  for  signing  up!  So  call  me  and  learn  more
about DRIVEWISE® today.

Ron Bansky
(908) 301-0711
 
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com
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Feature is optional. Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Savings estimate compares safe driver using DRIVEWISE® device to
driver who would not qualify for safe driver savings. Your savings will vary. 15% discount applies to first policy period only. Allstate
New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company:  Bridgewater,  New  Jersey:  Northbrook,  IL.  ©  2012  Allstate  Insurance
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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
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GW Planning Board OK’s
CO for 2-Family on Oak St.

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s plan-
ning board last week approved a cer-
tificate of non-conformity for a two-
family home on Oak Street after an
extensive discussion about whether
the property owners needed to apply
for the permit in the first place.

Robert Dill and his wife applied for
the variance despite already having a
certificate of occupancy for their home
that was subsequently zoned in an
area that prohibits multi-family dwell-
ings. The couple purchased the home
as a multi-family dwelling in 1983,
with Mrs. Dill’s mother living in the
upstairs apartment for 22 years until
her passing in 2006.

It remained vacant since, while the
Dills made renovations and repairs
and searched for a suitable tenant.

The discussion at the February 27
meeting ensued when board member
Kathleen Villaggio asked why the ap-
plication needed to be heard.

The Dills were attempting to sell the
home when a prospective buyer asked
for a new certificate of occupancy to
complete the transaction. The Dills’
real estate agent, Ileen Cuccaro, said
she sought out Borough Engineer Vic-
tor Vinegra, who informed her that the
certificate of non-conformity was
needed to obtain the new certificate of
occupancy.

Ms. Cuccaro also said subsequent
inquiries to other board members,
whom she did not identify, confirmed
Mr. Vinegra’s instructions. Mr. Vinegra
did not return a call seeking comment.

“My feeling is that anyone that had
the zone changed out from under-
neath them should be grandfathered
and a certificate issued at no cost and
certainly not what the town required,”
Ms. Cuccaro said in an e-mail.

Board member and Borough
Councilman Bill Nierstedt argued at
the meeting that the certificate of
non-conformity was unnecessary
and all that was needed was a new
inspection for the issuance of a cer-
tificate of occupancy.

“If a property owner has a CO for
a use that is not permitted in that
zone, that CO protects that use go-
ing forward and there is no need for
an application for a certificate of
non-conformity,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

The Dills were in attendance at the
meeting and – because of the confu-
sion – asked that their application be
heard to expedite the sale. While board
members appeared unsure if they
should hear the matter, the Dills asked
for the hearing in order to complete
the sale without the possibility of
having to appear again.

The panel ceded and voted unani-
mously to approve the application.
Mr. Nierstedt abstained, later ex-
plaining he did not want to set a
precedent by voting and therefore
appearing to endorse the necessity
for such an application.

Because of the uncertainty, Mr.
Nierstedt said he is organizing a
meeting to resolve the confusion
over the procedure for issuing the
certificates of non-conformity. The
meeting is to include himself, Con-
struction Official  Richard
Belluscio, Mr. Vinegra, Board
Chairman Steve Greet, Board Sec-
retary Adele Lewis, Board Attor-
ney Don Fraser, Borough Attorney
Bob Renaud and Borough Engi-
neer Don Guarriello.

The meeting also is to resolve
inspection conflicts between Mr.
Vinegra and Mr. Guarriello.

In other matters, Mr. Greet ap-
pointed a four-member redevelop-
ment committee including himself,
Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattroc-
chi, Ms. Villaggio and planning
board member Gene Jannotti.

“We are working diligently to re-
duce that levy (the $321-million
proposed tax levy) to have the least
impact upon residents as possible,”
Ms. Taylor said. She said most of
the departmental operating budgets
“have been relatively flat.”

“I cannot tell you we will get to a
zero-percent tax increase, as some
of the other counties have done,
because point in fact is that one of
the considerations that we have to
look at is the impact it would have
on the [county’s] bond rating” from
reducing the county’s surplus, Ms.
Taylor said.

Jeff Robinson, representing CWA
Local 1080, requested the county
move to a system known as the Best
Price Insurance Purchasing,
whereby the county would select a
broker through competitive bidding,
with the broker receiving a set fee.
Currently, the county’s broker,
Brown & Brown, is paid by the in-
surance carrier out of a percentage
of the insurance premium, a fee Mr.
Robinson has said was around
$800,000 last year. Best Price Insur-
ance Purchasing is recommended
by the Citizens Campaign, a group
committed to good government.

“We want the county to go into
the best, most cost-effective plan to
save money,” Mr. Robinson said.
He told the freeholders last month
that moving to the SHBP (State
Health Benefits Plan) would have
saved the county $5.8 million on
group health-insurance costs. The
county has budgeted over $49.2
million this year for group insur-
ance and another $11.2 million for
prescription coverage.

Under Best Price Insurance Pur-
chasing, he said the county would

receive a minimum of three bids for
the county’s group health insurance
plan, with one of those being the
SHBP. He said Plainfield, Essex
County, Camden, Hoboken and
Perth Amboy have all opted to move
to a set fee-based way of paying
insurance brokers.

In other business, the freeholder
board approved a $67,000 contract
to “This Is It Productions, Inc.” of
Hoboken for planning, production
and management services for the
2013 Summer Arts Festival. This
year’s program will include nine
concerts, including a Fourth of July
performance in Plainfield.

The board also approved on first
reading food and beverage fees for
the soon-to-be-opened banquet fa-
cility at the Galloping Hill Golf
Course in Kenilworth. Entrées range
from $22 to $34 with prix fixe din-
ners from $32 to $45 at the Red
Knot restaurant. Wedding parties at
the banquet facility will be charged
$100 to $115 per person. The facil-
ity also will be available for Sweet
16 and Bar Mitzvah gatherings.

Freeholder Chairwoman Linda
Carter noted the first 2013 Union
County Means networking break-
fast would be held Thursday, March
28, at Kean University, with the
topic, “Legislative Outlook for
Business.” She said guests would
include Rep. Rush Holt (D-12),
Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield), Senator Ray Lesniak (D-
20, Elizabeth) as well as represen-
tatives of the Hurricane Sandy Re-
building Task Force.
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Union County Freeholders

inspector, as well as a full-time regis-
trar. Cranford joined the Westfield
regional department after its health
officer, Warren Hehl, resigned to be-
come health officer with the Rahway
Health Department.

Such a move would enable the de-
partment to better deliver health ser-
vices, he added. The department oper-
ates a clinic for children ages 2 to 18
who are not covered by health insur-
ance. The services offered include ex-
aminations, immunizations, health and
nutritional guidance.

Mayor Tom Hannen suggested ad-
vertising the services so the residents are
aware of the programs available to them
at little or no cost. The health department
budget for this year comes in at approxi-
mately $277,958, including salaries.

Stephen Robertazzi, director of Rec-
reation, Parks and Pools, told the com-
mittee that this year Community Block
Grants from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Community Affairs were cut.
He said the grant for the Handy Man
program, which involves making mi-
nor repairs to the homes of senior citi-
zens, was cut from $14,000 to $10,000.
He said seniors who need more signifi-
cant repairs are referred to the county.
He also said the social services grant
went from $16,000 to $12,690. He
added that federal grants were cut across
the board.

Mr. Robertazzi said the department
maintains two senior buses, drivers and
a backup van. He said approximately
75 seniors use the buses for in-town
and out-of-town shopping.

Mayor Hannen asked if the annual
Fourth of July fireworks display would
take place this year to which Mr.
Robertazzi said it would be held. He
also said the indoor and outdoor pools
will operate much as they did last year.
He said pool enrollment is down a little,
but that the number is not significant.

Mr. Hartnett suggested taking an-

other look at Cranford West, a piece of
property on the banks of Silver Lake,
which was leased by the township in
Hope Township, Warren County for
outdoor recreation and camping. He
said he was concerned about the lack
of supervision or management at the
site, which could cause liability prob-
lems for Cranford.

Mr. Robertazzi said the property is
used by 100 residents annually. Mayor
Hannen said he would like to keep it
going, but agreed to look at options
concerning the township’s liability. Mr.
Robertazzi said the recreation budget
is approximately $350,000 and the
pool’s budget is $1.8 million.

Township Engineer Rick Marsden
asked the committee to fund two part-
time summer interns at the cost of
$8,000 to do upgrading of storm water
maps, surveying and inventory.

“We have stuff that gets piled up
through the year,” he said. He also said
it would cost about $20,000 a year to
maintain the Cranford Crossing park-
ing garage.

Mr. Hartnett suggested hiring a park-
ing professional to handle the down-
town parking arrangements. Mr.
Marsden said improvements were
needed in lighting, curbs, roads and
sidewalks.

He also cautioned the committee
about the practice of not monitoring
the use of gasoline pumps at the de-
partment of public works. Mr. Marsden
said the total budget request, not in-
cluding salaries, is $316,000.

Steve Wardell, the supervisor of pub-
lic works, said his budget is $2.5 mil-
lion, including salaries.

The finance department was repre-
sented by acting Chief Financial Of-
ficer (CFO) Ken DeRoberts and Deputy
CFO Ronald Angelo, who told the
committee that the surplus in this year’s
budget is $8.5 million, as opposed to
last year’s $2.4 million.
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Cranford Council

rent and inexcusable.”
Ms. Egert called on the mayor to

“set a model of decency in this
community.”

Embree Crescent resident David
Lovato said that while the Newtown
shooting was a tragedy, legislation
supported by the group would do
nothing to solve the problem. He
said there are mental health issues
and parenting issues that need to be
dealt with. Mr. Lovato added that
he does not want to see legislation
for the sake of legislation, noting
that the federal healthcare bill,
dubbed Obamacare, was passed
without members of Congress ac-
tually reading it.

The council also passed an ordi-
nance on first reading that allocates
$360,000 for the purchase of a per-
manent generator for the DPW and
a mobile command center. The cen-
ter will be used by emergency ser-

The board heard a presentation by
Maureen Mazzarese, district coordi-
nator of kindergarten-grade 12 coun-
seling. Ms. Mazzarese stated the guid-
ance departments in all schools are
there to provide early intervention. In
middle school, the guidance
department’s role is to identify the
students’ needs and guide them into
programs which stress community
service, peer leadership, kindness and
rational, serious academic counsel-
ing and course selection. She said
that during professional development
training, “we learn from one another.”

She said that at the high school, a
lot of work goes into preparing the
student for college application. Ms.
Mazzarese said, “We are using
Naviance, a program for electronic
application to college.” She added,
“We prepare our students for the pro-
cess, and meet with parents. Letters
of recommendation are submitted and
downloaded.” She also said that col-
lege representatives have been com-
ing to Westfield to talk to students.

Board member Mitch Slater
complimented Ms. Mazzarese and
said he has seen significant guidance
department improvements over the
last 18 months.

Members of the Westfield High
School Science Department gave a
presentation on two new courses that
are popular with students. David
Stonechak, district science supervi-
sor, said it is important to meet stu-
dents in terms of their interest. Chem-
istry teacher Carol Wenk said that
forensics is a course that can relate to
problem solving in the real world.
She said it is an inter-disciplinary
course incorporating biology, chem-
istry, physics and earth science. Sci-
ence teacher Chris Tafelski said that
sports and exercise science would
teach how the body gets around, ex-
ercise and kinesiology.

The board then voted to go into
private session and adjourned. The
next school board meeting will be
Tuesday, March 19, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Administration Building, located
at 302 Elm Street.
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WF BOE MS BOE Approves
Preliminary 2013-14 Budget

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education unani-
mously approved a tentative budget for
the 2013-2014 school year of
$15,216,333, on Tuesday night, with
$14,351,445 to be raised in school taxes.

The owner of a home in Mountainside
assessed at $165,537 would see an aver-
age assessment in the borough of $4,917
in school taxes compared to last year’s
tax of $4,751, an increase of $166 and an
increase of $414 from two years ago.

The proposed budget was presented
to the public by School Business Ad-
ministrator Charles Milewski and Chief
School Administrator Nancy Lubarsky.
Mr. Milewski began by summarizing
the budget process thus far.

“We started with a special board meet-
ing on February 19. It was a special
meeting. We invited the public. And for
me, I was quite impressed by it. We had
many members of the public come in to
the board and give their views on what
they would like in regards to the 2013-
14 budget,” Mr. Milewski said. “This
came from class size to maintenance
projects and to me, it was a very interest-
ing meeting.”

Mr. Milewski continued, “We then
had a meeting last week at our regular
board meeting and Dr. Lubarsky gave a
presentation regarding the programs, the
objects, the goals that were in the budget
that she’d like to put in [regarding tech-
nology, covered in last week’s edition
of The Westfield Leader].

“Tonight is the approval of the tenta-
tive budget. We’re asking the board and
we’re required by law to have a tentative
budget to be sent to the county office
[Union County Executive Superinten-
dent of Schools office of the New Jersey

Department of Education] by this com-
ing Thursday [March 7]. Again, it’s a
tentative budget. Wednesday, March 27,
is the meeting for our public hearing for
the budget, which will be our final adop-
tion by the board.”

 “The main goal for me was to keep
taxes down,” Mr. Milewski stated.
“That’s what the board has told me…our
tax levy increase, I managed to keep it to
a 2 percent increase.”

Due to a change in the voting law in
2012, Mountainside residents cannot
vote to approve or reject the proposed
school budget unless it exceeds a man-
dated 2 percent increase cap over the
previous year’s budget. Mountainside
and all other Union County school dis-
tricts opted to move their school elec-
tions to the November General Election,
thus avoiding public budget votes.

The 2 percent cap law also allows for
waivers for items such as enrollment
fees and for health care insurance. Ac-
cording to Mr. Milewski, the district did
not take advantage of these waivers to
save the Mountainside taxpayer income.
“According to law, the Mountainside
School District can raise taxes over
$526,000. By your direction [address-
ing the board], I have not done that.”
The tentative budget raises taxes by
$393,885, he said.

The board itself will vote on the pro-
posed budget on Wednesday, March 27,
and, if approved, will then present it to
Kathleen Serafino, interim executive
county superintendent of schools, for
final approval.

The next BOE meeting is scheduled
for Wednesday, March 27, at 7:30 p.m.,
at the Beechwood School’s Media Cen-
ter. The third and final budget presenta-
tion for 2012-2013 will be offered at the
meeting.
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Westfield Council
vices during emergencies and other
town wide events.

Mr. Gildea said that while the
police department ran on a backup
generator for 10 days following
Hurricane Sandy, that generator
needed repair during its use and
that due to the town’s 911 center at
the police department, it is vital
that the town have a backup plan to
ensure public safety. He added that
the DPW needs a permanent gen-
erator in order to run its phone sys-
tem and the fuel pumps, which are
all disabled during a power outage.

Police Chief Dave Wayman said
this is “equipment that’s versatile
enough” for both emergency and
everyday use.

Mayor Skibitsky said, “Redun-
dancy in our communication sys-
tem is critical...we can’t rely on
other communities or other entities
to take care of us.”

asked Mr. Disario, “If we grant the
application, and Stop & Shop be-
comes more successful than they ever
dreamed…and the parking lot be-
comes clogged up, what are the pos-
sibilities for alleviating that?” Mr.
Disario answered that those possi-
bilities were limited, but opined that,
“If there’s an issue with the availabil-
ity of parking most people will choose
to shop elsewhere,” making it in Stop
& Shop’s best interest to calculate
parking needs accurately.

Finally, Mr. Disario discussed cir-
culation and access in the proposed
lot. He asserted that vehicle traffic in
the new lot would flow parallel to
pedestrian traffic, improving safety
by making vehicles and pedestrians
visible to one another while prevent-
ing their paths from crossing.

He said that two-way entrances
and exits would promote circulation,
and that the new scheme would pro-
vide more room for delivery trucks,
keeping customer’s vehicles less ex-
posed to them.

He testified that the parking
spaces in the lot, though requiring
variances for size, would be as spa-
cious as those currently in the lot,
and would be consistent with stan-
dard space sizes for all Stop & Shop
stores.

At the public-comment portion
of the meeting, lawyer Art
Attenasio, representing Westfield
resident James Hughes, questioned
Mr. Disario extensively. Many of
his questions about delivery truck
schedules, sizes, and capacities that
were denied because they did not
relate directly to Mr. Disario’s tes-
timony or area of expertise.

Doug Schnorr of Orchard Street
asked whether the expansion would
create more delivery truck traffic
along his street. Board Chairman
Vincent Wilt informed Mr. Schnorr
that Shop & Stop had indicated in
previous testimony that they did
not anticipate increased truck vis-
its.

The hearing is scheduled to con-
tinue on Wednesday, April 3, at 7:30
p.m., with more expert testimony.

why more parking spaces were not
added to the designs, as it appeared
that six more might fit. Mr. Fowler
responded that additional spaces
would violate the “sight-triangle,” or
view of oncoming traffic, for drivers
entering or exiting the lot.

Mr. Disario took the stand next to
talk about traffic and parking. He told
the board, “The intention of this ex-
pansion is not necessarily to attract
new customers…but to allow exist-
ing customers to have more services
and goods within the store.” He said
that Stop & Shop’s primary goal is to
become a “full-service supermarket,”
allowing customers to meet their
needs with one-stop shopping within
Westfield.

Mr. Disario said new customers
would be welcome, but that Stop &
Shop expected new business to come
largely from drivers whose route al-
ready takes them past the store. He
testified that he did not expect the
expansion to generate a great deal of
new traffic.

Next, Mr. Disario addressed park-
ing availability. He first shared guide-
lines from the Institute of Transpor-
tation Engineers (ITE), a group that
collects data across the nation.

He said ITE encourages collection
of local data, since national averages
encompass many different types of
sites. He also said ITE’s figures are
based on gross square footage, which
includes the store’s basement, though
it is not a retail area that would attract
customers.

Mr. Disario judged downtown
Westfield to be an urban area, by ITE
standards. ITE estimates 2.27 vehicle
visits per 1,000 square feet of urban
land. According to Mr. Disario, when
Stop & Shop conducted observations
of the Westfield parking lot in 2009
and 2013, they observed 2.06 ve-
hicle-visits per 1,000 square-feet. With
147 spaces in their proposed expanded
lot, he expects a ratio of 2.74 vehicle-
visits per 1,000 square-feet, with the
basement included. Based on these
figures, Mr. Disario felt the lot would
have adequate parking.

Board Member Francis Smith

Alberta Ryan for The Westfield Leader
DISTRICT 22 SLATE…District 22 Assembly candidate Jeffrey First speaks at
Monday’s Union County Republican Convention in Garwood as, from left to
right, Assembly candidate John Campbell, Jr., left, and Senate candidate Robert
Sherr, second from left, and County GOP Chairman Phil Morin look on. Seated
at right is Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr (R-21, Westfield).
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