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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Spring Forward!Spring Forward!Spring Forward!Spring Forward!Spring Forward!
Daylight Savings Time Begins
Sunday, March 10, 2 a.m.

Gino Jannotti for The Westfield Leader
GOP…Republicans gathered Monday night for the Union County GOP Convention at The Westwood in Garwood to show
their support for Governor Chris Christie, left, including seated, left to right, Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield),
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21, Summit).

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
NEXT SERVING … Attendees at Saturday’s Westfield Rotary Club’s annual
Pancake Breakfast fundraiser, held at Westfield High School, are  served their
breakfast.

Greg Ryan  for The Westfield Leader
STAMP ENTHUSIASTS…Attendees enjoy the selection of stamps at Saturday’s
annual Westfield Stamp Show held in the Community Room at the Westfield
Municipal Building.

Cranford Committee Hears
Dept. Budget Reports
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford Town-
ship Committee heard the last round of
reports by department heads present-
ing their tentative budgets for 2013.
The departments represented at the
meeting were: health, recreation and
pool, financial, engineering and utili-
ties, and administrative.

In a March 1 memo to the township
committee obtained by The Westfield
Leader, Cranford Interim Administra-
tor Joseph Hartnett said this year’s pre-
liminary municipal budget is
$34,292,514, representing an increase
of $322,476, or 0.95 percent, over 2012.
A total of $21,303,085 would be raised
in taxes, an increase of $460,343, or
1.96 percent, over last year.

According to Mr. Hartnett, the key
factor influencing taxes this year is the
loss of two items on the revenue side of
the budget. They are a tax abatement

payment from Cranford Crossing of
$400,000 and a reserve of debt service
of $135,000, which was available last
year but not this year. Information sent
to The Leader by Mr. Hartnett indi-
cated that an amount of surplus was
used to keep the tax increase below the
2 percent tax cap. The amount of state
aid is expected to be the same as last
year at $2,900,112.

At last week’s budget meeting,
Megan Avallone, health officer with
the Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment, told the committee that the free
rabies clinic, which was held recently
at the Cranford Community Center,
was a huge success. She also said that
home visits to the elderly was also a
successful program.

Mr. Hartnett said that changes might
be made to the way the township handles
health services. He said the township
has discussed hiring a full-time health

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Freeholders Asked to Cut
Tax Levy by $13 Million

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders was
asked last week by a Summit coun-
cilman to reduce a projected $19.2-
million increase in the county’s tax
levy by $13 million. In addition, a
union representative requested the
county move to a fee-based system
for paying insurance brokers as op-
posed to the current system of a
broker receiving a percentage of
the insurance premiums.

Summit Councilman Thomas
Getzendanner asked the freehold-
ers to impose a 2-percent “hard”
cap on their 2013 county tax levy,
thus avoiding nine “categorical
waivers” that, he said, help the
county “dodge” the state-imposed
cap on tax increases.

The councilman said a hard cap
would result in a tax levy this year
of $308.5 million, or $6 million
over last year. The executive bud-
get unveiled by County Manager Al
Faella proposes a $321-million tax
levy, up $19.2 million, or 6.3 per-
cent, over 2012, Mr. Getzendanner
said, which he called “excessive.”

“Admittedly, the county faces a
big revenue problem; it’s a non-tax
revenue problem…But please don’t
make up the shortfall by raising
property taxes. Instead, cut your
expenditures,” Mr. Getzendanner
said. He asked the freeholders to
reduce the $321-million proposed
tax levy by $13 million.

Pat Moschetti of New Providence
asked what projects and/or depart-
ments would be eliminated or
downsized in the budget. He also
asked what departments would re-
ceive budget increases.

Mr. Faella called the $19.2-mil-

lion tax levy increase “a starting
point,” adding that he, along with
department heads and the freehold-
ers’ fiscal affairs committee, “have
been working to find ways to re-
duce that number.”

Finance Director Bibi Taylor said
the county follows cap laws from
1977, which she said counties are
required to adhere to, and the 2-
percent cap imposed by Governor
Chris Christie in 2010.

“Both caps are legal and utilized
by counties,” she said, noting that
counties are required to use the
lower tax levy after using calcula-
tions under both cap laws.

Ms. Taylor said areas that are not
restricted under state law to the
spending caps are debt service,
health benefits and extraordinary
expenses, pension bills as well as
social-service programs.

She said the 2013 executive bud-
get follows the 1977 law, noting
that the county could have spent
another $3 million in taxes – or
$324 million – had the county fol-
lowed the 2010 cap law.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
SUPRISE RECOGNITION... Westfield Police Chief Dave Wayman, left, and Lt. Chris
Battiloro presented each member of the town council, the mayor and Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea on Tuesday night with certificates and the same service bars awarded
to the Westfield police officers thanking them for their work during Hurricane Sandy.

Westfield Planning Board
Continues Stop & Shop Hearing
By CATHERINE WATSON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Planning Board on Monday night
continued its February 4 public
hearing to review a revised and re-
submitted application by Stop &
Shop Supermarket Company LLC
(Stop & Shop) to expand its Elm
Street location.

Project Engineer Michael Fowler
and Traffic Expert Dan Disario tes-
tified on Stop & Shop’s behalf.

Mr. Fowler had discussed park-
ing, lighting plans, and changes to
the store’s current retaining wall at
the February 4 meeting. He returned
with revisions to Stop & Shop’s

proposal in response to concerns
the board had expressed at that
meeting regarding parking, drain-
age, and lighting ratios.

Mr. Fowler testified that Stop &
Shop had found an additional park-
ing space and adjusted striping at
handicapped parking spaces, fol-
lowing the board’s request. He said
that sumps and hoods had been

added to property catch basins, im-
proving drainage.

He presented a revised lighting
plan with more uniform lighting
throughout the parking lot. Board
Member Robert Newell called the
new lighting plan “dramatically
improved.”

Various board members asked
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Westfield Council Unveils Budget;
Approves Generator Purchase

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Town
Council’s Finance Chairman Sam
Della Fera unveiled a $38.47-mil-
lion 2013 municipal budget during
Tuesday night’s conference portion
of the town council meeting. A for-
mal presentation of the budget will
be made at the Tuesday, March 19
council meeting.

While the budget is up over $1.5
million from last year’s spending
plan, the town remains under the
state mandated 2 percent cap. The
average Westfield home assessed at
$180,500 would see an increase of
approximately $90 for the year.

“I am very proud of this budget,”
Councilman Della Fera told the gov-
erning body. He said in addition to
keeping the tax levy under the 2
percent cap, the finance committee
would not have to use the state’s
allowable exceptions, such as debt
service or pension contributions.

“We didn’t just meet the 2 per-
cent cap, we beat the 2 percent
cap,” Town Administrator Jim
Gildea said, adding that the town
came in over $500,000 under the
amount they are permitted to spend
in taxes by the state.

The town realized over $1 mil-
lion in surplus, and was able to use
some of that to offset this year’s

operating budget, while still keep-
ing $750,000 in reserve for the fu-
ture.

While over the past three years
the town had seen an increase of
over $1.5 million from the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA),
this year’s increase is only $7,467.
Mr. Gildea said this is due to the
RVSA refinancing their debt ser-
vice and saving each of their mem-
ber towns’ money.

Overall, Westfield’s municipal
government salaries and wages are
down $129,049 for 2013, which
brings the total to 2005 levels.

One large increase in expense is a
$226,000 budget increase for the
Department of Public Works. The
large increase was caused by the
clean up costs associated with Hur-
ricane Sandy. While the town has
applied for Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA)
funding, the town does not yet know
how much or when they will re-
ceive any funds.

While the town lowered interest
costs on its outstanding bonds by
$53,038, the bond principal in-
creased by $491,666. The town was
also able to cut health insurance
costs by $273,000 by changing co-
pays and deductible amounts for
employees.

In other business, Cedar Street
resident Karen Egert told the Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky that she was “dis-
appointed and kind of shocked” by
his February 28 response to Coun-
cilman Dave Haas’ February 21 let-
ter to the editor.

Councilman Haas’ letter urged the
mayor to support Mayors Against
Illegal Guns, as previously re-
quested by Ms. Egert and other resi-
dents at previous council meetings.
The mayor said in his letter that Mr.
Haas’ letter was a “political ploy –
using this important and heart
wrenching national issue is abhor-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield BOE Approves
Preliminary Budget

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education, on Tuesday night,
approved the preliminary 2013-2014
budget before sending it to the Union
County Executive Superintendent’s
Office today, March 7.

Board members expressed their
dismay in a letter posted on the dis-
trict website at being informed on
February 28 that the state only granted
the district a $1 increase over last
year’s state aid of $3,855,666. The
entire letter can be found at
westfieldnjk12.org.

The total budget comes in at
$96,402,166 with a local tax levy of
$86,360,678, representing an increase
of $1.6 million over  last year. The tax
levy increase is below the state ad-
justed cap by $479,294. The public
hearing on the budget will be held on
Thursday, March 21, at 7:30 p.m. at
Westfield High School, located at
550 Dorian Road.

Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan stressed the point that the
board has been mindful to keep the
per-pupil spending below the state
average; to create new cost savings

for special-needs students; to create a
$2-million savings in energy conser-
vation and to use purchasing co-op-
erative programs. She also mentioned
the use of shared services with the
town for equipment, field scheduling
and maintenance.

The board authorized Ms. Sullivan
to advertise bids for the following
projects: replacement of Edison In-
termediate School boilers and gym
bleachers; replacement of ceilings,
lighting and classroom floors at
Westfield High School, as well as
HVAC upgrades; replacement of
floors at Roosevelt Intermediate and
Franklin Elementary Schools; class-
room renovations, field repairs, floor
and gym door replacements at
Jefferson Elementary School, plus
district-wide repair of steps and side-
walks. Ms. Sullivan said that a main-
tenance reserve account of $1.8 mil-
lion would go towards the repairs.

In other business, Westfield High
School senior Peter Fagan was given
a certificate of appreciation for com-
ing in first at the state semi-finals in
pole vaulting. He also placed second
in the Eastern States Championships.
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