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HEFNER, ROSEN DOUBLE, SCORE; LEONE BLASTS HOMER; WOLF, CUSHING SINGLE, SCORE

WF White Peels So. Orange in Cal Ripken District 12, 6-3
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opportunities knocked and the
Westfield White 12-year-old
baseball boys took advantage to
win their fourth straight in Pool A
play of the Cal Ripken District 12
Tournament with a 6-3 victory
over the South Orange/
Maplewood Cougars at Gumbert
2 Field in Westfield on June 21.

The Westfield White came into
the showdown with the Cougars
with victories over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) Grey, Chatham
and Mountainside. The Cougars
lost a close game to Cranford
then beat the SPF Grey and
Chatham.

Westfield White pitchers
Nathan Hefner, Tommy Colicchio
and Sean Boley combined to
allow just five hits, while walk-
ing six and striking out seven.

Cougar starting pitcher Mike
Roseman yielded two runs on
one hit, while walking none and
striking out six in three innings.

Reliever Malcolm Rogers pitched
two innings, allowing four runs
on four hits, while walking none
and fanning two.

Hefner and Ian Rosen each
drilled a double and scored once
for Westfield. Matt Leone
launched a solo home run, and
Ethan Wolf and Jack Cushing each
singled and scored once. Andrew
Caminiti scored once. Boley and
Sean Root each added an RBI.
Eliot Dix led the Cougars, who
were playing without the ser-
vices of Jake Knoll who broke his
leg, with a two-run single to go
with his single in the first inning.
David Ives went 2-for-3 with a
run scored and a stolen base. Jeff
Nelson doubled. Roseman and
Rogers both walked and scored
once. Caleb Gagne walked twice
and stole a base, and Ryan Sartori
walked once.

“This man (Knoll) in the first
game of the tournament broke
his leg. He came to cheer us on
today. It was a cool thing. We

could have been inspired by him,”
Cougar Head Coach Ken Ives said.

Since the Cougar pitchers were
so stingy by not allowing any free
passes, the Westfield White
needed to make good use of the
few times they reached base and
did so right off the bat in the
bottom of the first inning. Hefner
ripped a double down the first
baseline, stole third and scored
on a passed ball. In the second
inning, Caminiti reached first on
a throwing error, moved to sec-
ond on a passed ball, stole third
then scored on Root’s groundout
to third to make the score, 2-0.

South Orange capitalized in the
third when Roseman drew a walk,
scooted to second on a wild pitch,
stole third and scored on a passed
ball. Cushing led off the Westfield
fourth with a single past short
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