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Matt Crowley hammered a
grand slam home run in the bot-
tom of the fifth inning to catapult
the Westfield Blue baseball team
to an 8-4 victory over the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Blue in Pool B
play of the Cal Ripken District 12
Tournament at Gumbert 2 Field
in Westfield on June 20.

The Blue Devils totaled seven
hits and Crowley had three of
them in his three plate appear-
ances, including an RBI single.
Leadoff batter Matt McIntyre
doubled, walked twice and scored
twice in his three plate appear-
ances. Jack DiFilippo ripped an
RBI single, walked twice and
scored once, while Mike Carlone
singled and scored once and
Brendan Cox added a single and
an RBI. Sean Flynn (hit by pitch),

and Aiden Gilman and Adam
Holtzman, who both walked, each
scored once.

The Raiders also had seven hits,
and catcher John Koseoglu led
the charge, going 3-for-3, in-
cluding a two-run double.

“He has been hitting the ball
pretty hard. He’s been our stron-
gest guy, had a couple of home
runs down the line. He has been
getting better as a catcher too.
He is good with the throw. Every-
day he is getting quicker to sec-
ond base. We have a couple of
guys in the lineup that need to hit
behind him and hit in front of
him, and hopefully we will create
a little more depth in our lineup,”
Raider Head Coach Andrew
Mulvey said.

Raider Willy Gale rapped an
RBI single, scored once and
walked once. John Kaminskas

had an RBI single, Angelo DiNizo
(run scored) and Nick Merkel each
singled, Josh Canavan walked
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and scored once, and Carter
Pomponia scored once. Miles
Owens made good contact in two

of his three plate appearances.
Charlie Fugett and Ted Giandano
each drilled hard grounders to
the second baseman.

Aggressive base running was
apparent with both teams. Raider
Gale stole second and third, while
Merkel and Koseoglu each swiped
second. But the Blue Devils
swiped nine bases, and Crowley
had two of them. McIntyre, MJ
Catanzaro, Holtzman, DiFilippo,
Charlie Riley, Gilman and Carlone
each swiped one.

“We try to be aggressive on the
base paths. We have a pretty
good percentage of stealing
bases. We’ve seen a lot of lefties,
but the lefties are still tough for
the kids. We have pretty good
team speed and we are not afraid
to run,” Westfield Blue Head
Coach Chris Flynn said.
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