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Some of the Best Vacations
Start and End at the Hotel

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Summer Travel Series

So far in our summer travel se-
ries, we have provided a few tips
about packing a worthwhile carry-
on bag for your flight and also put
forth our list of interesting beaches
near and far that are worth a visit.
Before we move on to a few actual
vacation spots, you will need a place
to stay so here are some of the more
memorable and interesting places
we have called home for a night or
two or three.

I can not imagine another spot
knocking the Loch Ness Country
House Hotel in the Scottish High-
lands from the very top of my list of
best places I have ever stayed in.
Situated just outside of Inverness
and a few miles north of the pur-
ported home of the Loch Ness Mon-
ster, this stately property will trans-
port you a few centuries back in
time to when it served as a hunting
lodge for the upper crust. The high
level of elegance is evident every-
where: the grounds, the service, the
guest rooms and suites and dining
rooms in the Georgian-style main
building, and the cottages a short
walk away.

We stayed in a cottage that was
far more spacious than expected
and afforded us picturesque views
of the countryside and the star-filled
sky that never got completely dark
due to us being so far north in the
summer. The food at the restaurant
was some of the best I have had,
period. I would recommend the
Loch Ness Country House Hotel,
located about a three-hour train ride
from Edinburgh and Glasgow, to
everyone—singles, couples and
families.

A close second on my favorite
hotels list is The Standard, the ulti-
mate in hipness located in
Manhattan’s Meatpacking District.
The elevated Highline urban park
slices underneath the 18-story build-
ing that sits astride the West Side
Highway. Its rooms feature floor to
ceiling, wall to wall windows offer-
ing stunning views of the east side,
west side, all around the town. Even
its most basic room is worth a stay,
pricey as it may be. There are plenty
of on-site spots to eat and drink,
including a noisy nightclub and a
comfortable outdoor rooftop lounge
with unbeatable views — especially
after dark — of lower Manhattan,
New Jersey and Brooklyn and all of
the lights of the city that never
sleeps.

For postcard-like views and real-
life purple mountains majesty,
there’s the Hyatt Regency
Scottsdale Resort and Spa at Gainey
Ranch in Scottsdale, Ariz., which
looks like it jumped off the pages of
a top-flight travel magazine. The
grounds are exquisite, many of the
rooms grouped together in small
clusters so that noise from adjoin-
ing rooms is non-existent and the
service everywhere on the 27-acre
property is unbeatable. There is
golf, swimming pools, a small man-
made beach, spa facilities and ex-

cellent on-site restaurants.
For one of the best views of the

Los Angeles area, try the Hotel An-
geleno, located near the intersec-
tion of Sunset Boulevard and the
405 freeway. Its top-floor lounge
provides mostly smog-free views
of Beverly Hills,  the nearby
beaches, the Hollywood hills and
downtown. And from the comfort
of the lounge, high in the sky, you
can follow the seemingly endless
string of red tail lights in 405 traffic
jams that can stretch many miles
into the distance. The hotel is near
pretty much everything:
Brentwood, the UCLA campus,
Beverly Hills, the Getty Museum
and Hollywood, as well as the beach,
which, not counting traffic, is a 15-
minute drive away. The rooms are
small but not cramped and are
soundproofed enough to keep out
the noise from any traffic outside.
There is also an outdoor pool area
with a fireplace, attractive lobby,
helpful staff and free valet parking.

By far the most unique place I
have stayed is the Citizen M in
Amsterdam. Located less than two
miles from the city center, this box-
like hotel features a lobby with a
24-hour self-service food and drink
area, a small library and comfort-
able places to sit, plenty of activity
at all hours and a high-tech check-

in system that negates the need for
desk clerks. The rooms have to be
seen: each 150-sq. ft. module is
dominated by a large bed at the
back half and, at the front of the
room, two transparent circular tubes
— one for the shower and one for
the toilet. You also control the light-
ing, temperature and window blinds
with remote controls. It is probably
best for the single traveler unless
you and your traveling partner are
completely comfortable with each
other and with everything! There
are Citizen Ms at the Amsterdam
airport, in Glasgow and London—
and one is planned for New York
City as well.

Another overseas favorite — due
to its location and its small but
comfortable rooms — is the Hotel
Lumen in Paris. Located a few
blocks from the Louvre, the Opera
House and Place Vendome and a
short walk to the endlessly wonder-
ful Marais district, the Lumen is a
perfect spot for touring much of the
City of Light by foot. The staff is
helpful — the front desk clerk ran
all around the neighborhood to find
us an elusive taxi to get us to the
airport for an early morning flight.
The rooms are small but not exces-
sively so and each has a small
wrought-iron balcony big enough
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BEAUTY AND THE BEAST...The Loch Ness Country House Hotel in the
Scottish Highlands harkens back several centuries and is just a stones throw from
where the elusive Loch Ness Monster is said to live.
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SCOTCH PLAINS - Miss Conge-
niality. The label brings a smile to the
face for anyone who saw the movie
of the same name starring Sandra
Bullock. For Scotch Plains resident
Nicole Washington, a Seton Hall
University graduate who competed
in the Miss New Jersey Pageant for
Miss America in mid-June, it is a
badge of honor.

“I was shocked, but happy when
they called my name. I wanted to go
into the pageant this year and just
have fun. Being named Miss Conge-
niality was especially meaningful
since it was voted on by the girls,”
Nicole said.

It is understandable as to why the
girls would see Nicole as helpful and
outgoing. She assisted another con-
testant, one who has become one of
her best friends in the pageant,
Krysten Moore, a recent graduate of
University of Massachusetts,
Amherst. Nicole, who is a dance in-
structor, sent Krysten video clips with
tips on how to master some difficult

choreography that was
created by Sherri Ryan,
Nicole’s boss at the dance
studio B.E.S.T. and
American Dance Studio
in Edison. Trudi Gilfillian
of The Press of Atlantic
City wrote an article about
the friendship and the
bonding of the two con-
testants that broke the ste-
reotyped image of girls
backstabbing each other
in a pageant.

In The Press article, Ms.
Gilfillian quoted Nicole
as likening the pageant to
joining a family. “That’s
one of the best parts [of
the pageant] because Miss
New Jersey is so small we
are like a sisterhood.
We’re really in each
other’s corners,” Nicole
said.

In looking at the pag-
eant as a life-learning ex-
perience, Nicole said that
each girl, of course would
like to win. “We’re going
to do the best we can. But
if we don’t win, what we
are going to walk away
with is friendship.” In a
phone interview with The
Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Time, the 23 year-old said she was
pleased with her overall performance
at the pageant. “I felt the energy that
the audience gave me during talent
on Thursday night and that propelled
me for the rest of the areas of compe-
tition.”

Competing as Miss Tri-County, Ms.
Washington did not just win the fa-
mous title of “Miss Congeniality”
that was determined by the 23 con-
testants’ votes. She was voted into the
top 10 at the finals by the six judges.
On Saturday, June 15, Ms. Washing-
ton held her breath in anticipation
when the top ten finalists were an-
nounced. She had to wait until the
ninth contestant’s name was called
before exhaling in relief. “When the
ninth name was called, I prepared
myself for not being named to the top
ten. I nearly had a heart attack when
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FORM AND FUNCTION...The Citizen M Hotel in Amsterdam manages to fit
everything you need into 150 square feet room.
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A STUNNING MOMENT…As part of the top 10
semi-finalists in the Miss New Jersey Pageant at
Ocean City on June 15, Nicole Washington has her
moment in the spotlight for evening wear. The contes-
tants were judged in interview, talent, swimsuit,
evening wear and onstage question. The winner of the
pageant, Cara McCollum from Princeton University,
will compete in the Miss America Pageant that will be
televised from Atlantic City on September 15.

Scotch Plains Girl Takes Home
Honors at Miss NJ Pageant
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WOWING THE JUDGES…Nicole
Washington of Scotch Plains presents
her energetic tap number to “Show Me
How You Burlesque” at the Miss New
Jersey finals in Ocean City where she
was selected to be in the top 10 by the
judges and was voted “Miss Conge-
niality” by her fellow contestants.

mine was announced!”
Being the last contestant had ad-

vantages and disadvantages. For the
contestant, it is nerve-wracking to
wait through the countdown. Being
number 10 on the finals night meant
that Nicole would compete in talent
last. She closed out the talent portion
of the Saturday night sold-out com-
petition by rocking the Ocean City
Music Pier with a tap dance number
to “Show Me How You Burlesque.”

Nicole says that performing is the
highlight of the pageant for her. “I’ve
been performing since I was two and
a half years old, so it’s a part of who
I am,” she explained. The communi-
cations major at Seton Hall plans to
continue to perform and eventually
go into the entertainment industry as
a media correspondent on TV.
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WF Comm. Band Presents
Independence Day Concert

WESTFIELD - The Westfield
Community Band, under the direc-
tion of Dr. Thomas Connors, contin-
ues its 101st season with its annual
Independence Day Concert on Thurs-
day, July 4, at 7:30 p.m. in
Mindowaskin Park. The band will be
joined by members of the Westfield
Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution (SAR) and Daughters of
the American Revolution (DAR), who
will present a special program in trib-
ute to Independence Day. Also fea-
tured will be appearances by
Westfield’s own “Towne Crier”, who
will present the “news of the day”,
and Westfield’s historic Town Bell,
which will be sounded during the
concert.

The band’s music program will fea-
ture selections which celebrate
America, including “National Em-
blem” march, Morton Gould’s “Yan-
kee Doodle,” “Irving Berlin’s Songs
for America,” and popular Carmen
Dragon arrangement of “America the
Beautiful.” The concert also includes
Dudley Buck’s 1879 tribute “Festival
Overture on the American National
Air” based on  “The Star Spangled
Banner.” The band will conclude this
special themed concert with perfor-
mances of “Battle Hymn of the

Republic,”“Salute to the Armed Forces”
and Sousa’s most famous march “The
Stars and Stripes Forever.”

The band continues its Summer Con-
cert Series with concerts on Thursdays,
July 11 and 18.

The band rehearses each Wednes-
day evening from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. in
the Community Room in the Westfield
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street. The band’s membership includes
musicians from age 16 to age 86, in-
cluding many active and retired music
educators. Under the music direction
of Dr. Thomas Connors, director of
Instrumental Music Studies and an as-
sistant professor of music education at
Kean University, the band performs a
wide variety of concert band literature,
including many contemporary compo-
sitions. Experienced area musicians
who are interested in a position with the
band should contact band president
Barry Rosenberg at (908) 337-9073 or
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.

The band’s Summer Concert Series
is sponsored by the Westfield Recre-
ation Department, Bruce Kaufman,
Director. Chairs and blankets are rec-
ommended. In the event of rain, the
concert will take place in the Westfield
Community Room, located in the
Westfield Municipal Building.

Musical Club of
Westfield Announces
Scholarship Awards

WESTFIELD - The Musical Club
of Westfield held its annual scholar-
ship awards auditions in April and
three new recipients, Jacob Gelber,
Mary Lamberti and Owen Seaver,
were awarded scholarships for the
2013-2014 academic year. Together
with five continuing awards, a total
of $14,000 was given out by the club.

Jacob Gelber was named the Alice
T. Stephens Memorial Scholar and
the Helene Reiter Frieland Scholar. A
2013 graduate of Cranford High
School, Jacob, a pianist, will be a
freshman at Columbia University in
Jazz Concentration and Composition.

Owen Seaver, pianist, is a 2013
graduate of Arthur Johnson High
School in Clark and was named the
Rachel Hylan Memorial Scholar.
Owen will pursue a degree in Music
Education at Rowan University in
the fall. Mary Lamberti, pianist, is
currently enrolled as a Music Educa-
tion major at Montclair State Univer-
sity. Miss Lamberti was also named a
Caroline Holt Memorial Scholar.

After an evaluation by the Scholar-
ship Committee, scholarship awards
were renewed for five students. James
Chu, of Westfield, is a 2013 Graduate
of Princeton University and will be
entering the Master’s Program in
Composition at the Peabody School
of Music .Rebecca Dias, soprano, is
from Clark and will be continuing as
a Music Education/Vocal Perfor-
mance major at Rider University/
Westminster Choir College. Bridget
McCoy, mezzo-soprano, is from
Cranford is pursuing a Vocal Perfor-
mance degree at Carnegie Mellon
University. Michael Rosin is study-
ing Composition at Montclair State
University and Robert Steinfeld will
be working towards a Music Educa-
tion degree at the University of Dela-
ware.

The Musical Club of Westfield,
founded in 1915, is devoted to foster-
ing music, performance opportuni-
ties and scholarship. For member-
ship or scholarship information visit
MuiscalClubofWestfieldNJ.com

Union County Teen Arts Exhibit on
Display at Union Center National Bank

UNION – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders announced that
the 2013 Teen Arts Touring Exhibit is
on display at the Union Center Na-
tional Bank, located at 2003 Morris
Avenue in Union. It will be on display
through Monday, July 8, during regu-
lar bank hours.

The exhibit consists of 55 pieces of
art selected from more than 650 visual
art works shown at the 2013 Union
County Teen Arts Festival held in
March at Union County College. The
annual event is administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs in the Department of

Parks and Community Renewal.
“The artwork in this exhibit is ex-

ceptional. The fact that the artists are
teenagers makes the show even more
outstanding,” said Freeholder Chair-
man Linda Carter. “I encourage ev-
eryone to get out and see this fun,
lively exhibit as it goes on tour through-
out Union County.”

For information about the Teen Arts
program contact the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs at 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth
07202; telephone (908) 558-2550. NJ
Relay service users should call 711 or
email: culturalinfo@ucnj.org.


