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For being a top 10 semi-finalist,
she won a cash award and for win-
ning the title of “Miss Congeniality,”
Nicole won an additional cash award.
All 23 contestants were given gifts of
jewelry, clothing, beauty products,
T-shirts, dresses and competition
swimsuits by sponsors of the pag-
eant. As an added surprise this year,
each contestant was awarded a Kindle.
In total, the pageant gave out over
$35,000 in prizes and scholarship
awards.

The newly crowned Miss New Jer-
sey, Cara McCollum, a 21-year-old
rising senior at Princeton University,
will compete for the title of Miss
America on the Boardwalk Conven-
tion Center in Atlantic City on Sun-
day, September 15. As Miss New
Jersey, she will act as the hostess for
the national pageant that will award
thousands of dollars in scholarships.
The pageant preliminary nights are
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
nights, with the famous “Show Us
Your Shoes Parade” on Saturday
night. The final competition will be
aired live on the ABC network.

 For information about the Miss
New Jersey Education Foundation,
the sponsor of the pageant, visit
missnewjersey.net.

***
Editor’s Note: Susan Dougherty is

a State Field Director for the Miss NJ
Scholarship Pageant, an official pre-
liminary to Miss America.

Fred T. Rossi for The Leader and The Times
VEGAS GET-A-WAY... Las Vegas’
Vdara Hotel is unique in that it houses
no casinos and no gambling.

to stand on and take in the view.
The prize for best hotel lobby

ever goes to the Ace Hotel on W.
29th Street in New York City. In the
at-times noisy and wonderfully alive
— and cluttered but cozy — lobby,
you will see hipsters lounging on
exceedingly comfortable couches,
absorbed in their laptops or in con-
versation. In another corner, groups
of friends will sink into their own
comfy couches and enjoy cocktails
from the bar. There are shops right
off the lobby as well as a few top-
notch restaurants. Late at night, the
pulse of the Ace’s wonderful lobby
continues to beat thanks to a DJ. The
rooms here are sizable, considering
it is Manhattan, and furnished with a
variety of interesting items.

Las Vegas is a spectacle that should
be seen and experienced at least once,
even if gambling is not your thing. It
is not my thing, but there is a won-
derful hotel that, rare among Sin
City hotels, has no casino and no
gambling of any sort, and that’s why
I would stay there again if I return.
The Vdara Hotel and Spa is located
smack in the middle of all the action,
a stone’s throw from the Aria and the
Cosmopolitan and a short walk from
the Bellagio, the Monte Carlo,
Harrah’s and the Excalibur. The big
difference between the Vdara and
all the others is the lack of noise at
the Vdara—and what a welcome
treat. If you do like to gamble, what
a welcome escape the Vdara is from
all the bells and whistles once you
have lost your shirt at the tables. And
the spa, the best I have seen (we
went once and ended up returning
three more times) provides a great
escape from everything as does the
Vdara’s beautiful pool area.

A few honorable mentions: the
West Bay Club in Turks and Caicos
is the perfect spot for doing nothing
but lounging on a quiet white sand
beach, swimming in turquoise wa-
ters and having a waiter fetch you
drinks. The Westin Harbour Castle
in Toronto is situated perfectly for
walking around much of this great
city plus catching the ferry to Toronto
Island and the train to Niagara Falls.
If you tour the pretty wine country
of southern Virginia, consider spend-
ing the night at Ruthie’s Roost, a
wonderful two-bedroom cottage
with all the amenities set in the woods
in Charlottesville.

Over the coming weeks, we will
explore some of the sights to see —
on and off the beaten path — in
Portugal, San Francisco, the Carib-
bean, Rome, Copenhagen, Iceland
and wherever else our travels take us.
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CONGRATULATIONS GRADS...The Wardlaw-Hartridge School, Class of
2013, gathers for a group photo in the school’s front courtyard prior to marching
in for the commencement ceremony.

HEALTH BEE...Seventh Grade students from Deerfield School won First Place in
the fourth Annual Health Bee this year against seven other participating area
schools. Pictured, students and administrators pose with their winnings of $1,000.

Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison
Announces Graduates

EDISON - The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School held is 130th Commencement
on June 14 in Plumeri Gym.

Forty-nine members of the Class
of 2013 marched in, led by Max
Hernandez-Webster of Edison and
Billy Nolan of Colonia carrying the
class flag. The program began with
the “Star Spangled Banner” and a
welcome from Rhona Eserner of
Edison, Upper School Head.

Three students from the Class of
2013 made remarks – Stephanie
Smyczek of Edison (The Past), Zach
More of Scotch Plains (The Present)
and Nolan (The Future). Andrew
Webster of Edison, Head of School,
delivered a Charge to the Class of
2013 and Ted Osborne of Plainfield,

Board of Trustees President, pro-
vided greetings and best wishes dur-
ing his remarks.

The 49 graduates received their
diplomas after Susan Swenson of
Plainfield, Director of College
Counseling, announced their
names. The seniors in the choir
joined the alumni in the singing of
the school song before the reces-
sional.

Parents, families, friends, faculty
and staff joined the graduates for a
reception in the AP Room follow-
ing the ceremony. A special mes-
sage later appeared in the sky –
Congratulations W-H Class of 2013
– as a plane swirled over the campus
with a surprise for the graduates.

Mountainside Students Earn First
Place in United Health Care Bee

MOUNTAINSIDE - Seventh
Grade students from Deerfield
School won First Place in the fourth
Annual Health Bee this year against
seven other participating area
schools. They triumphed through
round one beating three other teams
and beat two teams during the final
round. Students exercised with their
brain instead of their muscles. Set
up in Jeopardy-style rounds of com-
petition, the students used their
quick thinking skills in this test of
health and wellness knowledge.

As a result, the team won $1,000
for the school, they will receive a
plaque, and the entire seventh grade

class will receive a party hosted at
the Westfield Area YMCA. They also
received a certificate and a United
Health Care “Healthy Kid Pack.”

To prepare the team, Peter Pinto,
Megan Karapetrov, Michael Lau,
Aislinn O’Keefe, Bret O’Brien and
Caitlin Tighe went to the four study
nights that the YMCA hosted. They
also worked with their health
teacher, Mrs. Melissa Conover
lunchtime and after school where
they made their team t-shirts they
designed and we had study ses-
sions. They really came together
and all the hard work and dedica-
tion paid off.

Students at Brunner School
Make A Difference

GIVE A GOAT...Third grade students in Debra Pincus’ class at H.B. Brunner
School in Scotch Plains raised $892.94 to help purchase a goat for a family
through Heifer International. Pictured, left to right, are: Alex Smith, Catie
Wilson, Jake Schunke and Taylor Klein.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Third grade
students in Debra Pincus’ class at
H.B. Brunner School in Scotch Plains
raised a whopping $892.94 to help
those in need. Even more amazing
than the amount raised, is that the
students accomplished this through
their own initiative and action!

The class read the book “Give A
Goat” by Jan West Schrock and
learned how an organization called
Heifer International donates money
to buy goats for people in Uganda.
These goats provide food and their
babies are passed on to other families
in need.

The students were so taken with
the idea that they set a goal to pur-
chase one goat. After brainstorming
potential ideas to raise money, the

students sprang into action.
Over Memorial Day Weekend, two

students ran a cookie and lemonade
stand, earning over $145. One stu-
dent created a charity event at his
home involving a hockey game and
raised over $300. Other children did
chores at home or donated their al-
lowance. The students not only met
their goal to purchase a goat, but they
also had enough money to donate
flocks of chicks and geese.

Along the way, the students learned
about other groups of people in need,
and discovered other ways to donate
the money they had raised. One stu-
dent brought Holt International to the
students’ attention, since this adop-
tion agency had brought him from
South Korea to his parents. The class
decided to donate the balance of the
money they had earned to Holt, pro-
viding two months of foster care for
a South Korean orphan and also giv-
ing $300 towards medical care such
as cleft palate repair to children hav-
ing health issues.

Mrs. Pincus stated she could not be
more proud of her students’ accom-
plishments. Each member of the class
learned how they can make a differ-
ence in the world.

Each student in the class has a lot to
be proud of!

Premier Stages to Host
Clybourne Park NJ Premiere

‘Family Fun and Flix’ Series
Begins July 9

AREA - The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders and the De-
partment of Parks and Community
Renewal announced the schedule of
“Family Fun and Flix” – the free
summer entertainment and film se-
ries on Tuesday evenings that gives
families a chance to enjoy an out-
door activity and catch a movie un-
der the stars in a Union County park.

Come to Warinanco Park, on the
border of Elizabeth and Roselle,
Tuesday, July 9, at 7:30 p.m. when
naturalists from Trailside Nature and
Science Center will be on hand with
the Ecovan to explain what makes a
mammal a mammal. Get a close-up
look at skulls, pelts and animal tracks
to identify some local species. Then
sit back at dusk and enjoy the story
of a boy who tries to win the heart of
his dream girl while learning about
trees from a charming grump known
as the Lorax in the 2012 animated
musical comedy, “Dr. Seuss’ The
Lorax,” featuring the voices of Zac
Efron, Taylor Swift, Betty White,
and Danny DeVito.

The other dates and locations for
this summer’s Family Fun and Flix
are: Tuesday, July 16, at Warinanco

Park: The Trailside Ecovan will fea-
ture a display about local birds be-
fore the showing of the animated
monster comedy, “Hotel
Transylvania.”

Tuesday, July 23, at Warinanco
Park: The Trailside Ecovan will fea-
ture a display about turtles, snakes
and other local reptiles before the
animated fantasy comedy, “Brave.”

Tuesday, August 6, at Meisel Park,
Springfield: Be part of National
Night Out, starting at 6 p.m., before
viewing the animated family com-
edy, “Cloudy with a Chance of Meat-
balls.”

Tuesday, August 13, at Conant
Park, in Hillside: The Trailside
Ecovan will feature a display about
reptiles, before the animated com-
edy, “Madagascar 3: Europe’s Most
Wanted.”

All movies start at dusk, weather
permitting. For more information, call
the Union County Department of
Parks and Community Renewal at
(908) 527-4900 or visit the Union
County website: www.ucnj.org. For
program and rain information call
(908) 558-4079 after 3 p.m. on the
day of the show.

“The Internship”
A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Future

2 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Director Shawn Levy’s “The In-
ternship” is the sort of lighthearted
ditty Bing Crosby and Bob Hope
might have knocked out if they were
making their “road to” movies at the
dawn of this millennium. However,
since the filmmaker has neither res-
urrecting powers nor a time machine,
Vince Vaughn and Owen Wilson
make good substitutes.

 The sensibilities of the genre are
kept intact. Except that, in this incar-
nation, the starry-eyed, bantering best
buddies find fun, dismay, epiphany
and maybe even raison d’etre not in
an alluring, foreign locale, but in the
exotic mores and folkways of a
changing society epitomized at
Google. The unlikeliest of job in-
terns, they are strangers in a strange
land.

 Now, know thee that nary a cliché
on Moviedom’s shelf of worlds-col-
liding plots isn’t swept into use here
as stereotypes clash, merge and ex-
plore the societal building blocks
known as diversity. However, Mr.
Vaughn, who wrote the script with
Jared Stern, ups the sociocultural ante
with some fairly decent cogitations
on the watershed in question.

 Granted, when filmmaker Levy
threw all the movie’s parts into the
air, they might have fallen in more
astute arrangement. And there’s noth-
ing here that’ll make the sociologists
at Princeton wish they “had thought of
that.” Still, while critics entrusted to
save readers money will be hesitant to
give their blessings, audiences are
bound to be less persnickety.

 Whether it’s due to overpopulation
or homogenization caused by the mass
media, or because some alien beings
are cloning us, the aforementioned
stereotypes seem to be in greater sup-
ply of late. Hence, we find those folks
perpetrated in The Internship rather
familiar, their foibles and strengths
ready agar for satiric upbraiding and
compliment.

 I, for example, forever wishing I
had a techie intern named Reggie,
who I could bid to “download that, to
speak to this, and connect therein so
it’ll stream info from some app,” find
solace in relating to Vaughn’s Billy
and Owen Wilson’s Nick. Born be-
fore the computer claimed its place in
our consciousness, they have a foot in
both worlds.

 But when the film’s fortyish, card
carrying dinosaurs lose their jobs sell-
ing watches for a manufacturer’s rep
(John Goodman) who cruelly informs
that people now consult their phones
for the time, circumstances demand
they jump a chasm. Of course it takes
our own leap of faith to believe these
two could possibly land an internship
at Google.

 That noted, if you haven’t yet ex-
ceeded your suspension of disbelief
quota this year, “The Internship” is
worth an activation, not necessarily
for full price at the Bijou, but when it
plays Netflix or the other assorted,
secondary purveyors. Messrs. Vaughn
and Wilson are likeable Lewis and
Clarks, glibly guiding us through the
Brave New World.

 Plus, as Billy and Nick voyage
through the Valley of Nerds, we can’t
help but become enamored of the
ragtag group of castoffs with whom
they team in competition for those
few prized jobs. Natch, a synergy
bespeaking the greater humanity
evolves as not only do they learn
Newspeak, but become ambassadors

of the Old School and Lingua Yester-
year.

 Tiya Sircar is Neha, the only woman
on the roster, and the tacitly acknowl-
edged princess. Talking a good game,
alas, all her experiences are of the
virtual kind. Tobit Raphael is Yo-Yo
Santos, a self-deprecating over-
achiever with some serious Mom prob-
lems. But the hardest geek to crack is
antisocial Stuart, played by Dylan
O’Brien.

 Everything’s a drag, real life is a
bore, its denizens disingenuous. But
that’s OK, says Nick, who smilingly
tells him, “You’re gonna like me.”
Also tutored in the joyful ways of the
unextraordinary is Josh Brener as Lyle,
the neophyte Google employee as-
signed to the team. The film stops
short of including “Getting to Know
You” in the musical score.

 Among the roadblocks tossed be-
fore the motley crew, Aasif Mandvi is
Mr. Chetty, the no-nonsense head of
the internship program who, in the
orientation scene picked for the trailer,
standoffishly tells Billy, “No, I will
not be having a cold one with you.”
But the unmitigated villain spot is
reserved for fellow intern Graham
Hawtrey (Max Minghella).

 If you’ve ever gone to school or
worked anywhere, you know this scur-
rilous rat only too well…more con-
cerned with your failure than his suc-
cess. Gosh knows from what hole they
crawl. But it’ll take a lot more than his
ilk to besmirch the grandiosity of
Google as it is showcased here. On
first blush, it seems the most perfect
place in the world to work.

 What’s not to like? Free food, pods
to nap in, volleyball, the best com-
puter gadgetry, etc. Never mind that
the all-inclusive “paradise” could be
mistaken for futuristic feudalism, or
worse. Nope, the purpose here is to
paint a funny, positive portrait of both
humankind and modern entrepreneur-
ship, and in that respect “The Intern-
ship” gets the job done.

…
The Internship, rated PG-13, is a

Twentieth Century Fox Film Corpo-
ration release directed by Shawn Levy
and stars Vince Vaughn, Owen Wilson
and Tiya Sircar. Running time: 119
minutes
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UNION – Premiere Stages will
present the New Jersey Premiere of
Clybourne Park by Bruce Norris from
July 11 through July 29 in the Zella
Fry Theatre at Kean University.

Directed by Wes Grantom, this
Tony Award-winning play is an ex-
ceptionally witty and deliciously dry
satire that explores the reactions of
Clybourne Park’s 1950s all-white
community when a couple unknow-
ingly sells their house to a black fam-
ily. The tables of gentrification turn
when – fifty years later – the now all-
black community greets the news of
an impending sale to a white family
with the same level of apprehension.

Lorraine Hansberry’s masterpiece
“A Raisin in the Sun” served as the
inspiration for Clybourne Park and
Premiere Stages will offer a free
screening of the film to all ticket
buyers as a preview to the produc-
tion. The screening will take place on
Saturday, July 6, at 3 p.m. in the
STEM Building Auditorium.

For information or to reserve tick-
ets for the screening, call (908) 737-

4092.
Clybourne Park runs Thursdays

and Fridays at 8 p.m., Saturdays at 3
and 8 p.m., and Sundays at 3 p.m.
Tickets are $30 standard, $20 senior
citizen, and $15 student. Significant
discounts for groups of 10 or more
apply. To make reservations or to
order a season brochure, call the Kean
Stage Box Office at (908) 737-SHOW
(7469) or visit Premiere online at
www.kean.edu/premierestages.

Premiere Stages will host a special
Opening Night party on July 12th.
The event will feature a pre-show
party with wine and hors d’ oeuvres
at the new four-star gourmet restau-
rant Ursino, a ticket to the play and a
post-show champagne toast and des-
sert reception with the cast, all of
which is included for $55. Tickets
can be purchased by calling (908)
737-4092.

All performances take place on the
Kean University campus, located at
1000 Morris Avenue, in the Zella Fry
Theatre of the Vaughn Eames Fine
Arts Building.

Union County Concert Series to
Begin July 10 in Echo Lake Park

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Investors Foundation
Grant Supports

Orchestra Season
AREA — The Investors Founda-

tion continues to provide funding in
support of nonprofit programs that
enrich the communities served by
Investors Bank. The Foundation re-
cently awarded a $1,000 grant to the
New Jersey Intergenerational Orches-
tra (NJIO) in support of its perfor-
mance season.

Founded in 1994 by Lorraine
Marks, a musician and educator in
the Cranford Public Schools, the NJIO
has included members ranging from
age 6 to 93, hailing from more than
44 communities throughout New Jer-
sey.  “The NJIO is now entering its
20th season, and we’re proud to have
been invited to perform in July on the
Millennium Stage at the Kennedy
Center in Washington, DC,” said Len
Avdey, the organization’s Vice Presi-
dent.

“We’re enormously grateful for the
friendship of organizations like the
Investors Foundation,” said Susan
Peterson, president of the NJIO.  “The
generosity of our donors and corpo-
rate partners, along with the dedica-
tion of our volunteers and talented
performers, is what makes our per-
formances possible.”

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

MOUNTAINSIDE - The Union
County Summer Arts Festival con-
cert series begins its 53rd season of
music on Wednesday evening, July
10, with a Classic Rock Revue fea-
turing performances by popular Jer-
sey bands Lot B and the Rick Can-
tor Band. The public is invited to
attend this free concert that begins
at 7:30 p.m. in Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside.

Lot B is one of the hottest bands
in North Jersey. With unique ar-
rangements and harmonies (featur-
ing lead vocals by Brooke Hern,
Mayor of New Providence), their
blend of classic rock, blues, R&B,
funk and Top 40 hits generates en-
ergy and excitement wherever they
perform.

The Rick Cantor Band (Mike
“Bubba” Bange, Rick Cantor, Travis
Hudelson and Jim Sampson) hail
from Westfield, Cranford and Short
Hills. They’ve played classic rock

in New Jersey and New York for
more than 50 years collectively, spe-
cializing in hits from the ‘60s and
‘70s.

The Union County information
van will be at the concert site with
personnel from the Union County
Bureau of Recycling and Planning
and other knowledgeable staff to
answer questions and offer infor-
mation about interesting programs
and recreational activities that are
available to Union County residents.

The Summer Arts Festival con-
certs continue throughout July and
August on Wednesdays beginning
at 7:30 p.m. The concerts in July
will be at Echo Lake Park on the
Mountainside-Westfield border and
in August at Oak Ridge Park in
Clark. Lawn chairs, blankets and
picnic baskets are encouraged. Re-
freshments and snacks will be avail-
able from vendors.

The other free concerts in the

Union County Summer Arts Festi-
val series include: July 17 – Ameri-
can Rapture; at Echo Lake Park;
July 24 – EagleMania; at Echo Lake
Park; July 31 – Ed Palermo Big
Band; at Echo Lake Park; August 7
– Tusk (tribute to Fleetwood Mac);
at Oak Ridge Park; August 14 –
Sensational Soul Cruisers; at Oak
Ridge Park; August 21 – Verdict
(Reggae); at Oak Ridge Park and
August 28 – The British Invasion
Tribute; at Oak Ridge Park.

For rain information call the
Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal at (908)
558-4079 after 3 p.m. on the day of
the scheduled concert, or visit
www.ucnj.org


