
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, June 27, 2013 Page 11

WF White Peels South Orange in Districts, 6-3
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the Cougars, who were playing with-
out the services of Jake Knoll who
broke his leg, with a two-run single to
go with his single in the first inning.
David Ives went 2-for-3 with a run
scored and a stolen base. Jeff Nelson
doubled. Roseman and Rogers both
walked and scored once. Caleb Gagne
walked twice and stole a base, and
Ryan Sartori walked once.

“This man (Knoll) in the first game
of the tournament broke his leg. He
came to cheer us on today. It was a
cool thing. We could have been in-
spired by him,” Cougar Head Coach
Ken Ives said.

Since the Cougar pitchers were so
stingy by not allowing any free passes,
the Westfield White needed to make
good use of the few times they reached
base and did so right off the bat in the
bottom of the first inning. Hefner
ripped a double down the first baseline,
stole third and scored on a passed ball.
In the second inning, Caminiti reached
first on a throwing error, moved to
second on a passed ball, stole third
then scored on Root’s groundout to
third to make the score, 2-0.

South Orange capitalized in the
third when Roseman drew a walk,
scooted to second on a wild pitch,
stole third and scored on a passed
ball. Cushing led off the Westfield
fourth with a single past short then
stole second. Tom DeRosa laid down
what appeared to be a clever sacrifice
bunt, which managed to advance
Cushing to third. From there, Cushing
scored on a passed ball.

“It was actually not what I was
expecting him to do, but it worked.
Sometimes, when you have a good
team, those things can work for you.
In this situation, it gave us that extra

run we needed to make it 3-1,”
Westfield White Head Coach Steve
Root said.

South Orange/Maplewood showed
its moxie and plated two runs in the
fifth to knot the score, 3-3. Rogers
drew a leadoff walk. Ives lined a
single to center, Caleb Hart-Rudeman
walked and Dix slashed his two-run
single to right field.

Westfield White rose to the occasion.
Wolf looped a single to right, stole
second and managed to score on a
misdirected throw by the catcher. Rosen
doubled, stole third and scored on
Boley’s sacrifice fly to leftfield. Leone

capped off the inning with his solo blast
over the right-centerfield fence.

“It was a tight game. A couple of
dropped balls at third base maybe. That’s
the difference. It was a good baseball
game all around,” Coach Ives said.

“South Orange came out with a
very good team. Their pitching was
outstanding. They held us in check.
We were fortunate in the fifth to get
our bats going. They had some errors
that we were able to capitalize on. It
was a tiring but satisfying win,” Coach
Root said.
S. Orange/Maplewood 001 020 3
Westfield 110 13x 6

DeROSA SLAMS 2 HRS, HEFNER 3 SHUTOUT INNINGS

Westfield White 12s Level
Mtnside in Ripken Districts

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Little or no mercy was offered when
the Westfield White 12-year-old base-
ball team smothered Mountainside
with a blanket of 15 runs in the first
three innings that led to a 15-2 vic-
tory in Pool ‘A’ of the Cal Ripken
District 12 playoffs at Gumbert 2
Field in Westfield on June 19.

“We did not want to take
Mountainside lightly. We looked at
them as if it was going to be a tough
game. I tell our guys to look at every
game that way and don’t underesti-
mate any opponent,” Westfield White
Head Coach Steve Root said.

Westfield got six runs off the “metal
stick” of catcher Thomas DeRosa,
who blasted a pair of home runs and
an RBI double in his three trips to the
plate. Sean Boley cracked a RBI
double and scored once. Thomas
Colicchio singled and banged an RBI
double. Jack Cushing ripped an RBI
single and Dylan Alfano tapped a
single and scored a run. Ian Rosen
crossed home plate twice and Nathan
Hefner, Jake Saltzer, Ethan Wolf had
the opportunity to score as well.
Westfield also displayed aggressive-
ness on the base paths, recording 10
stolen bases, and took advantage of
five passed balls, three balks and five
errant throws.

“Compliments to Westfield!
They’re a great team and always very
strong. We didn’t play to our best, so
I’m hoping that on the next game we

have a real good effort, a lot of energy
and give Scotch Plains a really good
game then maybe get to two-and-
two. However, there are no excuses
for some of the errors and mistakes
that we had today. The guys know
what they have to do and are capable
of doing it,” said Mountainside Coach
Bill Tracy.

White starting pitcher Nathan
Hefner tossed a three-inning, no-hit
shutout and relief pitcher Andrew
Caminiti limited Mountainside to one
lone hit, an RBI double by Dylan
DeFronco in the fourth inning.

“I just settled down and had a catch
with my catcher (DeRosa) and things
worked out. I actually have four
pitches; the fastball, a two-seam, a
change-up and a curve. Today, I made
use of the four-seam fastball and the
curveball,” said Hefner.

“Pitching really has been catching
the groove. We’re fortunate to have a
deep pitching staff, a lot of kids that
can go up there and throw lots of
strikes and be confident.  The defense
has been great and the hitting has
been great. We’re just hitting a good
groove right now,” said Coach Root.

Westfield White jumped out to a
three run lead in the bottom of the
first inning. Boley took one for the
team, swiped a pair of bases and
scored on a balk. Colicchio and John
Humiston each singled and DeRosa
lined an RBI double to left.

Westfield reaped five runs of insur-
ance on two hits in the second inning.

Saltzer got drilled with the ball, stole
two bases and scored on a dead ball.
Hefter reached safely on a misguided
throw, swiped second and scored on
Boley’s double. Humiston reached
first on an overthrow and DeRosa
blasted a three-run bomb to right cen-
ter to make the score, 8-0.

Wesfield’s defense reacted with
high gear precision in the third with
Colicchio, Caminiti and Boley ex-
ecuting an 8-5-6 double play pre-
serving Hefner’s shutout.

“Nathan (Hefner) and I have a good
relationship. He trusts me and I trust
him and we get strikes off of that,”
said DeRosa.

In the bottom of the third, Westfield
trampled the plate seven more times,
which included Cushing’s RBI single
and DeRosa’s two-run homer.

“Just looking to make contact, be-
cause in the previous game, I was not
hitting. I was high in the lineup for the
first time and just wanted show my
position there. We have a lot of fast
guys and we’re pretty much a stealing
team and that showed up well for us
today, DeRosa said

“They all pick each other up and
that’s what we stress. If one player
makes an error or doesn’t get a hit, we
know that there are eight other guys
on the field that are going to back him
up. We don’t want anyone to get
down on if they make a mistake. We
want them to feel confident that
they’re going to go out there and have
success,” Coach Root said.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AWAITING THE THROW...Westfield White third baseman Nathan Hefner awaits the throw as the Mountainside runner
approaches the base during the Ripken District 12 Tournament in Westfield on June 19.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEARLY BEATING OUT THE BUNT...Westfield White’s Tom DeRosa nearly beats the throw to South Orange/
Maplewood first baseman Jeremy Kolebota during the Ripken District 12 Tournament in Westfield on June 21.
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34 Cowperthwaite Place, Westfield $425,000
Charming, sunny, spacious and updated single-level condo features 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, updated
eat-in kitchen, gleaming hardwood floors, huge living room with fireplace and newer windows, large
formal dining room, and den/family room with separate entrance. The attractive brick building boasts
garage parking and is located in the heart of downtown Westfield. A commuter’s delight!

For more information, or to schedule a private showing of this home, contact me today!

Visit
www.DonnaPerch.net

for current listings,
open house info & more!

Donna Perch
Sales Associate
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Cell: (908) 468-0242
Direct: (908) 301-2056

Email: donna.perch@cbmoves.com
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         Joyce Taylor
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         Direct: (908) 233-6417 
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2104 Mapleview Ct — Scotch Plains, New Jersey 
This spacious Center Hall Colonial features a living room with French doors, formal 
dining room with built-in corner cabinet, updated EIK with granite counters & a first 
floor powder room. Upstairs you will find a master bedroom with an updated bath, 
office & custom walk-in closet, 3 additional nice sized bedrooms and an updated hall 
bath.  Located off the kitchen, a cozy family room offers a fireplace & storage bins. A 
rear Trex deck & a recreation room in the basement are perfect  spaces for entertain-
ing. Close to NYC transportation, shopping, schools & parks. Offered at $559,000. 

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

  Motor Vehicle Traffic Violations?


