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Cougars Rout Raider Grey
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

As we say good-bye to another
great class of student-athletes at WHS,
it is also time to perhaps look into our
blue-tinted crystal ball and take a
look at what’s coming up in the 2013-
14 school year.

Predicting state team and individual
champions is a risky business … but
it’s not that difficult to give you the
“Top Reasons to Look Forward to
2013-14.” Remember, if your team or
your son/daughter is not listed, it
doesn’t mean they can’t go out and do
something great. This is just an off-
the-top-of-my-head list. (Listed by
season for teams and alphabetically
for individual seniors.)

TEAMS
Boys cross-country: With Matt

Luppino leading the way, the school’s
longest boys-sport win streak should
continue beyond its current 64 in a
row.

Girls cross-country: Led by Gabby
Stravach and Anna Tanji, they will
continue one of WHS’s greatest dy-
nasties. Consider that since the 1990
season, WHS’s dual-meet record is
196-8. Coach Thom Hornish’s girls
set a school any-sport record with 92
straight wins from 1994-2003. And
they haven’t lost since the 2009 sea-
son.

Football: Expect a complete turn-
around from last year’s unexpected
2-8 season. Except for quarterback
and running back – this team is loaded
with veterans. Joe Scaglione, Chris
Sweeney and Jack Kessler return on
the line. Tight ends Tom Anderson
and David Kane, split end Dylan
Elliott and wideout Sean Elliott are
all back for new QB Chris Hogge.
Junior inside backers Jack Simcox
and Luke Prybylski were starters as
sophomores. Holden Erhart, Eugene
Rawls and Matt Catanzaro return in
the secondary. Donnell Wright and
Mike Hughes should help.

Gymnastics: With county all-
around champion Abby Cook and

runner-up Jenna Rizkalla leading the
way, it should be another banner year
for the gymnasts. Mae Devin was
county champion on the uneven bars,
and Lindsay Lee was second on beam.

Boys swim team: The two-time de-
fending state Public A champions
graduated four top seniors, but in-
coming freshman Dave Lindros will
fill one of those holes. And the return-
ing veterans – seniors Luke McGrory,
Tyler Lessner, Aran Barmakian, Sean
Beattie, Dan Myers and Alec Penn,
juniors Stephen Husch, John Lindros,
Kevin Clauss and Jack Rose, and
sophomore Ryan Daniel – are very
good.

Girls basketball: With the entire
team back from a 15-11 squad, and
players moving up from the 22-3
jayvees, and Alexis Kardias and Jamie
Miller back from injury, let’s go! Lily
Scott and Jackie Knapp are currently
Nos. 10 and 12 in career points – with
two more years to go.

Girls swim team: They can to do
something no public school has done
since … since the 1985-89 WHS
girls swim teams: go through their
entire high school career without a
loss. Upcoming seniors Caroline
Baldwin and Sarah Cronin are two
of the best swimmers in the state,
and classmate Erika Daniel and up-
coming sophomore Gwyn Devin are
highly talented.

Wrestling: Coach Glen Kurz’s
team has gone 55-15 the past three
years. Nick Velez, Matt Barber and
Yusef Dwider are the seniors, but
Kurz will expect big seasons from
underclassmen John Fuller, Nick
Kalimtzis, Cotter Spurlock, Vin
DeiFilippo, Kevin Frega, Jarek
Gozdieski and Chris Hoerle.

Baseball: Pitchers everywhere you
look – Mike Androconis, Brad
DeMartino, Chris Hogge, Brad
Norris and others. Mike Ionta at
catcher, Tyler Bowman and Matt
Storcks at second and short, Chris
Arena, Anthony Perconte and Jacob
Boyle in the outfield … and the
jayvees won the 2013 Union County
Tournament.

Softball: County and sectional
champions are nice goals, or maybe
they should think higher. Chrissy
Ferraro, Cali Chambliss, Julia
Criscuola, Shannon Schaefer, Elena
Scarano – all starters since 2011 –
return at 1-2-3-4-5 in the batting
order.

INDIVIDUALS
Tom Anderson: A two-way end

and I’m not sure which side of the
ball he’s better on.

Mike Androconis: The No. 3
pitcher on what turned out to be a
basically two-man staff. “Andro”
pitched a 2-1 victory over No. 1-
ranked and 25-1 Cranford in late
May. A return to the basketball team

would help Daryl Palmieri’s squad.
Caroline Baldwin: The school

record-holder in the 50 freestyle,
100 free and 100 backstroke. She’s
the defending state champion in the
50 free and 100 back.

Matt Barber: The trilogy will be
complete if/when Matt joins older
brothers Christian and Colin in mak-
ing the trip to Atlantic City next
winter. He is 47-25 in two years
varsity.

Tyler Bowman: Will be a three-
year starter on the baseball team, at
second base. This year added a de-
pendable bat to his already solid
glovework.

Cali Chambliss: Tied the school
record for doubles this spring and
returns for her fourth year at short-
stop No. 3 in career hits.

Abby Cook: The 2012 Union
County all-around gymnastics cham-
pion, she also took first on the beam
and second in floor exercise.

Julia Criscuolo: She is No. 2 all-
time in career softball hits. Also a
two-time Union County Tournament
champion at first doubles.

Sarah Cronin: The school record-
holder in the 200 freestyle and 200
individual medley, along with being
the former record-holder and cur-
rent No. 2 all-time in the 100
freestyle, No. 9 in the 50 free, No. 7
in the 100 fly, No. 10 in the 500 free
and No. 7 in the 100 back.

Erika Daniel: Easy to get lost in
the shadows of the tall and talented
Baldwin-Cronin duo, but Daniel has
provided a solid IM and 100 fly for
three straight state championship
teams.

Jeremie DeDea: If/when the boys
soccer team surprises this fall, he
will be a major force. Same thing for
ice hockey.

Brad DeMartino: The big lefty
started the state Group 4 final and
will look to improve on a very solid
junior year.

Dylan Elliott: Smooth. That’s the
lanky senior, who figures to chase
the school’s receiving records this
fall. He’s also a player in hoops.

Chrissy Ferraro: A pesky leadoff
hitter and quick center fielder, she
should join the rare air of the “100-
Hit Club” next spring.

Dane Huber: Already a three-time
letter winner in ice hockey and la-
crosse, he had a team-best 31 goals
this winter and needs 37 to reach
100; also netted 17 goals in lacrosse.

Mike Ionta: Continues WHS’s
amazing run of outstanding catchers
this decade, from Brian Flynn to
Josh Ludmer to Mike Murray to Jus-
tin Olsen to A.J. Murray. Tough to

beat defensively.
Dave Kane: A three-year starter in

football and basketball, should be a
go-to guy in both sports.

Alexis Kardius: Injuries have
slowed her down, but when healthy
she’s an invaluable member of the
soccer, basketball and lacrosse teams.

Tyler Lessner: One of eight sub-2
IMers and one of four sub-1
breaststrokers in school history. He’s
also at No. 14 all-time in the 100
butterfly, between all-timers Chris
McFadden (’88) and Harvey Gerber
(’66).

Matt Luppino: Continues WHS’s
amazing run of outstanding distance
runners, he is the defending county,
conference and sectional cross-coun-
try champion.

Luke McGrory: Built like The
Hulk, he handles every distance from
50 to 500 yards, and is one of the
team’s best backstrokers. A go-to
leader, who would argue with him?

Mary Randazzo: A three-year
starter in both soccer and lacrosse.

Joe Scaglione: An animal on both
sides of the ball, he’s been called by
coach Jim DeSarno the best lineman
he’s ever coached.

Elena Scarano: Will return to the
circle for her fourth year as the No.
1 tosser. Also hit over .300 this year
as the No. 5 hitter in the lineup.

Shannon Schaefer: Suffered a jun-
ior slump after hitting .500 (43-for-
86) with eight home runs as a sopho-
more. Expect a bounce-back senior
year.

Zach Sheil: Honorable mention
all-state as a junior, he will be a key
guy for first-year coach Eric Shaw
(see below).

Karli Sottung: The Annapolis-
bound Sottung is a three-year letter
winner for coach Alex Schmidt.

Gabby Stravach: The latest in
Thom Hornish’s long line of out-
standing distance runners.

Chris Sweeney: If “Scags” isn’t
the best lineman DeSarno’s coached,
it could be Sweeney, an outstanding
two-way lineman.

Anna Tanji: She gets ready for the
lacrosse season by running with
Stravach and Co. in the fall.

Nick Velez: Has gone from 16-17
as a freshman to 28-4 as a junior. The
returning District 11 champion fig-
ures to be one of coach Glen Kurz’s
go-to guys.

CHANGING OF THE GUARD
Eric Shaw will replace George

Kapner, the winningest boys soccer
coach (280) in school history. Shaw
has been serving as the girls coach at
his alma mater, Union.

Shaw and Kapner actually have a
history. In 1991, Kapner’s first year
as the boys coach after a successful
career with the girls team, WHS fin-
ished 22-1-1, winning the county and
state Group 4 tournaments. Their lone
loss was to Union, and senior goalie
Shaw was the person most respon-
sible for the 2-1 victory that day. The
Devils also won over Union, 2-1, in
the county tournament and 3-2 in the
first round of states.

The Devil’s Den will return in Sep-
tember for its 10th season. Contact us
with comments, complaints and sug-
gestions at bj1019@aol.com.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

You Say Good-bye,
I Say Hello (2013-14)

Raider starting pitcher Harcourt
tossed two scoreless innings, but did
allow two singles in the first inning
before striking out the final batter to
escape any damage. Cougar starting
pitcher Donovan tossed two score-
less innings but got tapped for one
run in the third when Tibbals and
Harcourt both singled and Comacho
brought Tibbals home with his RBI.

The Cougars took a 2-1 lead in the
top of the fourth. Budnik was grazed
in the chest then stole second base.
Meola singled. A balk call allowed
Budnik to score and Meola to strut to
third. Meola then scored on a dropped
ball at the plate. The Raiders an-
swered immediately when Dieu took
a fastball to the back, stole second
then scored on Comisa’s looping
single to right field to knot the score.

Glover started the wild sixth inning
with a leadoff walk. Markase fol-
lowed with a free pass and McAleavey
plopped an RBI single. Wild pitches
allowed more runs. Bush bashed his
two-run double and Goff followed
with an RBI single. A dropped ball in
right brought home more Cougars
then a dropped ball on a strikeout
resulted in another run. Glover walked
for the second time in the inning.

Markase hopped an RBI single and
another throwing error allowed
Glover to zoom home with the 10th
run of the inning.

The Raiders managed a single and
a walk in the bottom of the sixth but
failed to score.

“We have had a good season. We
have been very competitive. It was
just that one inning. Kids break down
and gave in. It was 2-2 all the way
until the last inning. These boys have
fought all year. We won some tight
games. We won some games this way
and we have lost a couple of tight
games, but they don’t quit,” Raider
Head Coach Bob Comisa said.

Earlier in the Pool A play, the Cou-
gars defeated South Orange/
Maplewood, 5-3, and Mountainside,
9-6.

“We have played about five or six
games. I wish we would play some
tournaments before the district tour-
nament. We were a little sloppy in the
beginning today, but we started to put
it together in the sixth and started to
hit. I am happy with our progress,”
Cougar Head Coach Scott Swanson
said.
Cranford 000 20 (10) 12
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWIPING SECOND...Raider Grey’s Mike Dieu steals second base as Cougar
second baseman John Bush tries to make the tag in the fourth inning.

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is

reserved for the select few who consistently deliver

value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and

grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an

inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com

Direct:  (908) 301-2015

Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, June 30th • 1-4PM

Impeccably maintained Colonial boasts the best of both worlds – old world charm and character with all the modern amenities of
today. Spacious and open first floor features a grand formal living room with French doors to office; an elegant formal dining
room, a beautifully renovated eat-in kitchen, a family room/potential 4th BR and full bath.  Second floor features 2 bedrooms both
with window seats, a play room/office and a full bath.  The 3rd floor offers a bedroom retreat with vaulted ceiling & skylight.  The
finished LL has a rec. room, laundry & lots of storage. Nestled on a ¼ acre lot with 2 car detached garage, and inviting patio, this
fabulous home is ready for you to move in & enjoy.  Super convenient location, too!  Close to schools, town and NYC transportation.

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2006-2012
Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

email: isre@aol.com
Direct Line: 908-301-2038

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

527 Washington Street, Westfield, NJ $685,000
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WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Probitas Verus Honos

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, June 30th • 1-4PM
121 Pearl Street, Westfield

You can move right into this Westfield custom-built 2005 Colonial with an sunny open floor plan and quality
finishes! Four bedrooms, 3 ½ baths, first floor office, family room,  master suite, finished basement (with bath),
2 car garage, and fenced yard with paver patio provide all the space you are looking for! Amenities such as 9
foot ceilings, hardwood floors throughout the first floor, granite counters and center island in the kitchen, gas
fireplace in the living room, abundant closets, professional landscaping, underground sprinklers and 2 zone
heating/air conditioning  provide luxurious features not found in a typical older home. Please visit Sunday’s
open house or call me for a private viewing. Offered for $799,000.
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Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
International President’s Elite
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004-2012
Direct Line: 908-917-5801
maryaliceryan@comcast.net

Maryalice Ryan, MBA, ABR, SRES, ASP
Sales Associate


