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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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IRISH HONOREES… The honorees at the Irish Business Association (IBA) 2013
Awards Dinners, from left to right, are: Deirdre Shea, co-owner of the Shea-
Jennings School of Irish Dance; Patrick Wildridge of Paul Davis Restoration of
Union and Essex Counties, and Al Nunan of Wells Fargo Business Banking. They
are flanked by IBA Vice-President Thomas Farrell of RegentAtlantic Capital,
LLC; Kate Conroy, vice-president of the Gateway Regional Chamber of Com-
merce, and IBA President Brian Reilly of Centric Benefits Consulting.

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support
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Union County Gun Buyback
Program Set for July 12-13

TRENTON – Acting Attorney Gen-
eral John J. Hoffman announced last
week that a state-sponsored gun
buyback program for the residents of
both Hudson and Union Counties
will be held on Friday and Saturday,
July 12 and 13.

According to Mr. Hoffman, there
are a three planned host locations in
Union County: New Zion Baptist in
Elizabeth, 800 Flora Street, Eliza-
beth; the Morning Star Community
Christian Center, 1009 Chandler Av-
enue, Linden, and the Shiloh Baptist
Church Annex, 525 West Fourth
Street, Plainfield.

The Hudson-Union buyback will
be conducted between 8 a.m. and 8
p.m. on July 12 and 13. Union
County residents can turn in up to
three firearms with “no questions
asked” at any of the church loca-
tions and receive cash payment of
up to $250 per weapon, depending
on the type of gun and its condition.
Weapons taken off the street are
melted down.

Police officers will be stationed at
the churches to collect and secure the
guns. The Attorney General’s Office
is paying for the buyback with forfei-
ture funds obtained by its Division of
Criminal Justice. The Hudson and
Union County Prosecutor’s Offices
are also contributing forefeiture mon-
ies, as are the Union County Police
Department and the Union County

Sheriff’s Office.
“To date, our statewide gun

buyback initiative has taken approxi-
mately 12,500 lethal firearms out of
circulation,” Acting Attorney Gen-
eral Hoffman said during a press con-
ference to announce the Hudson-
Union buyback held at the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office.

“Many firearms are purchased le-
gally and used properly, but now,
for any number of reasons, owners
may wish to discard them,” Acting
Union County Prosecutor Grace H.
Park said. “A buyback program is a
valuable resource for those owners
wishing to properly dispose of un-
wanted guns to prevent them from
winding up in the wrong hands and
potentially causing harm to oth-
ers.”

The Hudson-Union gun buyback
event is a cooperative effort involv-
ing the Hudson and Union County
Prosecutor’s Offices, the Union
County Department of Public
Safety, the Union County Police
Department, the state Division of
Criminal Justice, the Hudson and
Union County Sheriff’s Offices, the
New Jersey State Police, the
Bayonne, Jersey City, Union City,
Elizabeth, Linden and Plainfield
police departments, and the faith-
based community in Hudson and
Union Counties.

The two-day “Guns for Cash” event
will be promoted through local radio,
newspaper, bus transit and other ad-
vertising in and around Hudson and
Union Counties.

The acting attorney general said
the crime of unlawful possession of a
gun is a second-degree offense pun-
ishable by between five and 10 years
in prison.

Residents with questions about the
gun buyback program can call the
Attorney General’s Citizen Services
unit at (609) 984-5828 or visit
www.nj.gov/guns.

MEETING WITH SQUAD...Westfield Democratic Mayoral candidate Dave
Haas stopped to chat with the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad this week.
“Westfield is fortunate to have this all-volunteer rescue squad that responded to
more than 2,500 calls last year. Keep up the good work,” Mr. Haas said. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Eric Taylor,Mr.  Haas, Paula Dabroski and Angela Ho.

Women’s Summit Attracts
200 to Galloping Hill Club

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KENILWORTH – Union County
Women Mean Business, the first
working women’s summit, was held
June 19 at the Galloping Hill Golf
Clubhouse. The event, which in-
cluded a luncheon followed by work-
shops, was attended by more than
200 working women spanning the
corporate setting to non-profits and
entrepreneurs.

The purpose of the event, which
was promoted by Union County
Manager Al Faella, the county free-
holders, the Union County Alliance
and various Chambers of Com-
merce, was to promote women in
business.

Freeholder Chairwoman Linda
Carter gave the welcoming speech.
She acknowledged Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi and Union
County College President Margaret
McMenamin, who were in atten-
dance. State Superior Court Judge
Karen Cassidy, who is the assign-
ment judge for Union County, was
expected later in the afternoon.

The keynote speaker was Karen
Kessler, who is chairwoman of the
board of Atlantic Health. She said
she was born and raised in Union
County and was a product of the
Westfield school system. She also
has worked for the Democratic Na-
tional Committee and was chair-
woman of Governor Jim Florio’s re-
election campaign.

Ms. Kessler advised women to ad-
vance their social and networking
skills and to return every call within
24 hours. She also advised women
not to complain because it is viewed
as having a bad attitude. As far as
mentoring goes, she said, “It is not
one size fits all.” She urged women to
get involved, pick up the phone and
look at non-profits. She also encour-
aged women to get the support they
need to help care for their children
and to look at part-time positions in
the beginning.

One of those women attending the
summit was Kerri Killen of Cranford,

a 23-year-old inventor, engineer and
a 2012 graduate of Stevens Institute
of Technology of Hoboken. She, a
former classmate and a Stevens pro-
fessor, have a provisional patent on a
device that can be strapped on a per-
son who has had spinal surgery. The
straps contain sensors that transmit
impulses that measure the amount of
mobility a patient has to a video screen
or iPad so the doctor can monitor a
patient’s healing and progress. Ms.
Killen said she was at the summit to
network.

Victoria Tyson of Elizabeth, an
academic counselor at Union County
College who works at the Cranford
and Plainfield campuses, said she
came to the business meeting be-
cause, “It is so relevant to network
today, and build your own brand.
More people are turning to the social
media virtual world as a precursor to
a physical meeting.”

The social media workshop, led by
Tara Dowdell, was popular and at-
tracted about 100 women. Ms.
Dowdell said that LinkedIn,
Facebook, Twitter and Pinterest are
the places to be, and cannot be under-
estimated in building a brand. She
also said the brand has to be consis-
tent and recognizable on all levels
across social media.

She urged the women to build
their own website, to make their
story user friendly. She suggested e-
mail marketing to get one’s business
online.

A workshop on networking at-
tracted at least half as many women.
Cheryl Walker-Robertson reminded
everyone of the old standbys, which
never get old: eye contact, body lan-
guage, smile, attire, a hardy hand-
shake and good judgment.

Following the workshop, a cash
bar with hors d’oeuvres was held.
This was a time for the women to
share their impressions of the ses-
sions they had attended. The free-
holders were present and Mr.
Faella and Ms. Carter thanked the
women for attending the confer-
ence.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — Although Union
County’s new acting prosecutor may
not have followed the traditional eli-
gibility path to be appointed as pros-
ecutor, she is able to serve as she was
appointed by the attorney general
and not by the governor.

Grace H. Park, a Westfield resi-
dent, was appointed in May to re-
place the retiring Theodore
Romankow, who served as prosecu-
tor for the past 11 years.

As brought to the attention of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times by unnamed
sources, under state statute 2A:158-
1, to be eligible to be appointed by
the governor as a county prosecutor
in New Jersey, a candidate has to
have practiced law in New Jersey for
five years. According to information
obtained by The Leader, Ms. Park
has been a member of the New Jersey
bar since 2010 (three years) and  also
is a registered Democrat.

According to her résumé, she received
her law degree in June 2000 from
Harvard Law School and also was ad-
mitted to the New York bar in 2001  and
the Southern District of New York, a
federal court. She is a 1997 graduate of
the University of California at Berkeley.

“She was appointed ‘acting’ pros-
ecutor by the state Attorney General,
which is within his authority; she has
not been nominated by the Gover-
nor,” responded Michael Drewniak,
Governor Chris Christie’s spokes-
man, in an e-mail to The  Leader and
The Times. “To be nominated, Ms.
Park would have to meet that five-
year requirement of being a member

of the New Jersey bar. Recall that she
is a former assistant U.S. Attorney in
the U.S. Attorney’s Office in New-
ark, where she had a distinguished
career as a federal prosecutor. Any
Assistant U.S. Attorney can be ad-
mitted to any bar of any state and
practice for the Department of Jus-
tice anywhere in the country.”

Mr. Drewniak said as acting pros-
ecutor Ms. Park “has the full author-
ity of any county prosecutor.”

Peter Aseltine, a spokesman for the
New Jersey Attorney General’s Office,
said Ms. Park was first sworn in as an
assistant attorney general in Trenton on
June 17 and then appointed acting
Union County prosecutor by Acting
Attorney General John Hoffman. She
was sworn in acting prosecutor that
same day in Elizabeth by Superior Court
Judge Karen Cassidy, Union County’s
assignment judge.

Mr. Aseltine confirmed that Ms. Park
would have to serve two years in an
acting capacity before she could be eli-
gible to be appointed as prosecutor by
the governor. Appointments by the gov-
ernor go before the State Senate Judi-
ciary Committee and, if released by the
committee, to the full Senate for a vote.

Ms. Park was employed by the New
York law firm of Cravath, Swaine and
Moore as an associate from 2000 to
2003, and as an Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney with the U.S. Attorney’s Office in
Newark from 2003 to 2010. She was
most recently senior corporate coun-
sel for Pfizer, Inc. in Madison.

John Holl, spokesman for the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office,
declined comment for this story, say-
ing the appointment was a matter for
the attorney general’s office.

Sirdashney Completes
Infantry Training

SCOTCH PLAINS – Army Reserve
Private Jeffrey M. Sirdashney has
graduated from basic infantry training
at Fort Benning, Columbus, Ga.

During the nine weeks of training,
the soldier received training in drill and
ceremonies, weapons, map reading,
tactics, military courtesy, military jus-
tice, physical fitness,  and first aid.

Additional training included devel-
opment of basic combat skills and
battlefield operations and tactics, and
experiencing use of various weapons
and weapons defenses. The son of
Kay Sirdashney and grandson of
Loretta Sirdashney, both of Scotch
Plains, he is a 2010 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

Kean-Sponsored ‘Patrick’s
Law’ Advances to Christie

TRENTON – A bill  sponsored by
Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr.
(R-21, Westfield) to establish and en-
hance animal cruelty penalties in the
wake of the case of Patrick the Pitbull in
Newark was advanced last week by the
Senate to the Governor for consideration.

S-1303 or “Patrick’s Law” would
criminalize the failure to provide an
animal with necessary care and es-
tablishes that crime and inflicting
unnecessary cruelty on an animal as
a disorderly persons offense, punish-
able by a maximum six months im-
prisonment and a $2,000 fine. The
bill would establish the offenses of
cruelly abusing a living animal and
causing bodily injury to a living ani-
mal by failing to provide necessary
care as fourth-degree crimes, unless
as a result of these acts the animal dies or
suffers serious bodily injury in which
case the offenses are third-degree crimes.

“Caring for an animal is a high
privilege that starts with basic love
and care,” said Sen. Kean, a longtime
advocate for animal rights. “Excep-
tionally weak, pathetic and downright
evil people abuse animals — and they
must be punished accordingly.”

The  legislation was introduced in
2011 in response to the treatment of
Patrick, a pit bull who was starved to
emaciation, placed in a garbage bag
and dropped down a garbage chute in a

Newark apartment complex. A 29-
year old Newark woman has been
charged in the case, and can only be
sentenced to a maximum six months
in jail and a $1,000 fine if she’s con-
victed on all counts.

Assembly Passes Reso.
Concerning Sandy Aid
TRENTON – A bipartisan resolu-

tion, ACR-193, sponsored by Assem-
blywoman Nancy F. Muñoz (R-21,
Summit) that expresses support for
two federal programs that could pro-
vide financial assistance for the cre-
ation or rehabilitation of housing for
lower income households affected
by Super Storm Sandy has received
General Assembly approval.

New County Prosecutor
Marks New Path to Office


