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PERSONAL INJURY LAW

AUTO ACCIDENTS

Call For A Free Consultation

908-322-7000

For More Than 30

Years Jon Bramnick

Has Been Representing

People Involved In

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com

Accidents

 
 

JULY 2013 EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm  Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Closed Sundays  
Closed July 4 for Independence Day 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for sign up information) 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for all registration information) 

7/5  1:30 pm TGIF! National Parks (video) 

7/8 2 & 6:30 pm  

7/10  7:00 pm A dramatic reading about Mary Todd Lincoln 

7/11  7:00 pm Computer Class: Prezi (advanced level) 

7/12  1:30 pm TGIF! Maria Callas (video) 

7/16  7:00 pm Metamorphoses by the Shakespeare Theatre 

7/19  1:30 pm TGIF! Johnny Cash (video) 

7/22 2 & 6:30 pm  

7/24  7:00 pm Story Slam! Road Trips Theme 

7/26 1:30 pm  

7/29 2 & 6:30 pm  

7/31  7:00 pm Tribute to Bill Evans, jazz pianist, by Joel Zelnik 

7/8, 15, 22, 29  7:00 pm Chess Club for Kids (no age limit) 

7/9, 16, 23, 30 10:30 am Sister Sing/Sister String  (2 yrs+) 

7/9, 16, 23, 30  3:00 pm A Story & Craft  (6 yrs +) 

7/9  7:00 pm Flower Planting Party  (4 yrs +) 

7/10, 17, 24, 31  Paws to Read for new readers & library dogs 

7/11, 18, 25 10:30 am Feeling Crafty  (4 & 5 years) 

7/12, 19, 26 10:00 am Lapsit & Playgroup  (0-23 months) 

7/24  3:00 pm Polka Dot Silly Songs  (4 yrs +) 

7/30  7:00 pm Birds of Prey-See Real Owls, Falcons (5 yrs +) 

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

555 Westfield Avenue • Westfield, NJ 07090
908-232-1231

are pleased to announce that

Westfield Pediatric Dental Group

The doctors and staff of

Dr. Kelly Walk & Dr. John Chang

will be joining our practice this July.

Dr. Kelly Walk Dr. John Chang

Please visit our website for more information

www.kidsandsmiles.com

DWC Promotes Events;
Town Website Upgraded

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), the
management entity of the town’s
Special Improvement District (SID),
held its monthly board of directors
meeting this past Monday evening.

The board first approved a grant
for Uncle Louie G, an ice cream and
Italian ice vendor located at 57 Elm
Street. The DWC regularly provides
grants to businesses in an effort to
improve the look of the town.

The board next discussed upcom-
ing events to be held in the downtown
area during the summer months.

The 17th annual Sweet Sounds
Downtown Jazz Festival was the first
event promoted by the board. Spon-
sored by the DWC, the event is held
on Tuesdays from July 2 to August 27
from 7 to 9 p.m.

“The Jazz Festival starts next Tues-
day night,” DWC Executive Director
Sherry Cronin said. “We hope that
every Tuesday night will become nice,
clear and crisp outside and brings lots
of people downtown.”

In the event of inclement weather
the event will be moved to Wednes-
day night.

More than 35 bands will partici-
pate in the event over the course of
nine nights. The bands play at four
different locations in the downtown
area: Central Avenue at The Turning
Point Restaurant; the corner of North
Avenue and East Broad Street,  Elm
Street at the First Baptist Church and
North Avenue at the Westfield Train
Station.

Ms. Cronin elaborated on the pro-
cess of choosing the bands that per-
form. “Last year, we had eight new
bands. The problem is we have 80

applications for this and we only
have 36 [bands performing]. So
they’re all very good and we have to
turn away very good talent. So people
say they really like this one or that
one. This year, we want to survey
people on the streets.” Ms. Cronin
said the results of the surveys would
assist in choosing the bands for next
year’s Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz
Festival.

A full schedule for the event may
be viewed at WestfieldToday.com.

The board next promoted the
downtown’s annual sidewalk sale,
which is scheduled for July 11 through
the 14. Most of the retailers in town
participate and many of them offer
discounts for their wares. Ms. Cronin
said the sale would remain open in
the event of inclement weather.

The final event promoted by the
board was the annual Downtown
Westfield 5K Run and Pizza Extrava-
ganza. The run is scheduled for
Wednesday, July 24, at 7 p.m. Infor-
mation on registration for the run can
be found on the DWC’s website.

During the liaison reports section
of the meeting, Town Administrator
Jim Gildea said the town’s website
has been upgraded. Located at
www.westfieldnj.gov/, Mr. Gildea
said the revamped site has improved
navigation and added features that
will make it easier for the public to
use.

Heather Robinson, liaison from the
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce (GWACC), announced
that their annual Farmers’ Market
would begin on Saturday, June 29
and continue through until October
26 from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event
is held at the South Avenue Train
Station parking lot.

Senate Committee OK’s
Drone Guidelines Bill

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Senator Nicholas Scutari
(D-22, Linden) that would set forth
specific guidelines to be followed by
law enforcement agencies when em-
ploying unmanned aerial vehicles,
also known as drones, for surveil-
lance purposes has been approved by
the state Senate Law and Public Safety
Committee.

Under provisions of this bill, S-
2702, law enforcement agencies
would be prohibited from using a
drone unless there were reasonable
grounds to believe that information
that may be derived from an un-
manned aerial vehicle would be rel-
evant and material to an ongoing
criminal investigation.

The bill would permit the Missing
Persons Unit to utilize a drone for
search and rescue missions, includ-
ing but not limited to, locating high
risk missing person or child or fol-
lowing a notification that a person is
abducted or missing by an Amber
Alert or Silver Alert. The bill would
also allow forest fire services to use
drones to survey or monitor a forest
fire, and for any fire department to
use them to monitor the extent of a
fire in situations when the drones can
assist firefighters in obtaining infor-
mation on the damage caused to a
building or structure.

“For law enforcement agencies re-
sponding to fires or in search and
rescue missions, these drones are an
effective way to survey large areas in
a short amount of time. But these
benefits cannot overshadow the need
to properly maintain these devices
and protect any acquired informa-
tion,” Sen. Scutari said. “This legisla-
tion is about preventing abuses of this
technology, while still allowing for

its useful application when neces-
sary.”

The bill includes documentation
requirements that would call upon
law enforcement agencies or fire de-
partments to submit proof of annual
inspection, maintenance records, and
a statement of facts recording the
purpose, usage, and surveillance re-
sults for each drone.

Privacy measures in the bill ensure
that information derived from the use
of a drone would be strictly safe-
guarded from the public or any third
party, any records unrelated to the
ongoing criminal investigation would
be required to be discarded within 14
days, and any evidence obtained ille-
gally through these devices would be
forbidden from being used as evi-
dence in a criminal prosecution.

In addition, drones would be pro-
hibited from being equipped with
“antipersonnel devices,” which are
defined as a firearm or any prohibited
weapon, device, or projectile de-
signed to harm, incapacitate, or oth-
erwise negatively impact a human
being.

The committee approved the bill
by a vote of 4-0. It now heads to the
full Senate for consideration.

County Health Insurance
Contract Down $2.2 Mil.

ELIZABETH  – Citing a combina-
tion of increasing efficiency in the
way employees are utilizing their
healthcare benefits and greater net-
work discounts offered through the
Union County’s healthcare vendor,
the Union County Freeholder Board
voted June 13 to renew its contract
with Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield
of New Jersey to provide the County
of Union with health and prescription
coverage at a savings of $2.2 million
or 4.1 percent for health insurance and
prescription plans combined.

The new $42.6-million health-care
contract begins July 1 and runs for a
year, and is a 3.86 percent decrease
over the previous contract year. The
reduction represents a savings for
employees in their premium cost, ac-
cording to a county press release.

In addition, the county’s employee
prescription plan, also provided by
Horizon, is going down 5.20 percent
to $9.6 million. The contract runs from
July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014.

“This is great news and is a win-
win situation for our budget and for
our employees who will pay less,”
Freeholder Chairman Linda Carter
said. “Our renewal negotiations have
paid off, and our provider has stepped
forward to the plate with a good deal

for Union County.”
Administrative Services Director

Matthew Di Rado said the county has
worked with its employees and unions
in a number of areas to economize on
its healthcare costs and implement
wellness programs. Some of the steps
include: a week-long wellness fair
held at different locations for all county
employees; creation of an executive
wellness committee that communi-
cates health topics/programs between
management, union representatives,
employees, the healthcare contractor
and administrators; creation of a
Weight Watchers program and distri-
bution of newsletters and countywide
employee e-mails on wellness matters
and health care tips.

Additionally, Mr. Di Rado said that
in 2013, the Summit Medical Group
joined the Horizon network, which
has had a positive impact on claims.
In other areas, he said costs are also
being driven down as the county en-
courages employees to utilize both
generic drugs and filling prescrip-
tions through the mail.

Contracts are also being negotiated
with bargaining units to provide con-
cessions to drive more employees in
network, which will continue to save
costs in the future, Mr. Di Rado added.

County Introduces Discount
Program for Prescriptions

COUNTY – Union County recently
announced the launch of a new pre-
scription drug discount program de-
signed to help reduce prescription
drug costs. The program, run in con-
junction with ProAct, a subsidiary of
Gouverneur, N.Y.-based Kinney
Drugs,  operates through the use of a
discount card that will be mailed to
Union County households later this
week.

The discount program may help
reduce prescription drug costs for
residents who do not have a prescrip-
tion drug plan and for residents who
take prescription medicine that is not
covered by their current insurance.
For senior citizens, the program can
help defray costs related to the Medi-
care prescription coverage gap in

which Medicare recipients are re-
quired to pay 100 percent of their
prescription drug costs.

There are no enrollment forms to
fill out, no membership fees, and no
age or income requirements. There is
no cost to Union County or partici-
pating residents. The cards are com-
pletely anonymous and one card can
be used by an entire family. Partici-
pants simply present the card when
they are filling a prescription and
they will automatically receive sav-
ings. The discount program covers
all prescription medications, brand
or generic. The program also covers
prescription pet medications that can
be filled at a regular retail pharmacy.

On average, participants can ex-
pect to save 10 to 20 percent on brand
drugs and 20 to 70 percent on generic
drugs. The prescription discount card
can be used at any participating phar-
macy in Union County and at over
55,000 pharmacies nationwide. The
cards cannot be used in conjunction
with any other type of insurance to
reduce co-pays or with other dis-
count programs.

For more information, contact
Union County’s Department of Hu-
man Services at (908) 527-4808.
For a list of participating pharma-
cies, contact ProAct at 877-776-2285
or visit
www.NJRxDiscountCard.com.
Cards are being mailed to all house-
holds in Union County. Additional
cards are available at county offices
and online at www.ucnj.org.

ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL...Union County Freeholder candidate Ira Geiger,
center, poses for a picture at Saturday’s Roselle Park car show with Roselle Park Mayor
Joe Accardi and Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi alongside the Bat Mobile.

State Legislature Takes
Action on Bills in Trenton

TRENTON – The New Jersey State
Legislature last Thursday passed a num-
ber of pieces of legislation. A summary
of the bills is provided below:

Legislation, A-4241 and S-28421,
sponsored by Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-22, Linden) Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch
Plains), to amend the state’s medical
marijuana law in order to promote
access to children with severe ill-
nesses, was approved by the full Sen-
ate and an Assembly committee.

The lawmakers said they proposed
the bill in response to efforts by a
Scotch Plains couple to obtain what
could be life-saving treatment for
their two-year old daughter, Vivian
Wilson, who is suffering from Dravet
syndrome, a severe and rare form of
epilepsy that anti-seizure medicine
does not control.

The legislation would require that
minors be subject to the same require-
ments as adults to participate in the
state’s medical marijuana program.

The legislation now heads to the
full Assembly.

*  *  *  *  *
Legislation appropriating

$1,393,084 from 2009 Historic Pres-
ervation Fund to provide historic site
management grants for certain his-
toric preservation projects was passed
by the Assembly by a tally of 75-0.
Under A-4113, the Kenilworth His-
torical Society will receive $20,813
for the Oswald J. Nitschke House;
the Fanwood and Scotch Plains Ro-
tary Frazee House, Inc. will receive
$50,000 for the Elizabeth and
Gershom Frazee House; First Pres-
byterian Church of Springfield will
get $47,265; Reeves-Reed Arbore-
tum in Summit will garner $35,100
for The Clearing, and Grace Episco-
pal Church in Plainfield will receive
$33,900. The legislation now heads
to the Senate for consideration.

*  *  *  *  *
A bill to change the terminology

when referring to the mental capacity
of individuals and to revise various
parts of statutory law was approved
40-0 by the Senate. The Assembly
approved the measure 76-0 in De-
cember. The bill deletes references to
language when referring to persons
with developmental, cognitive, or
psychiatric disabilities. Terms such
as “lunatic,” “insane,” “unsound
mind,” and “incompetent” have been
replaced with “more respectful lan-
guage.” The bill also amends the defi-
nition of “incapacitated individual”
in New Jersey statutes to replace the
term “mental deficiency” with “in-
tellectual disability.”

*  *  *  *  *
“Nikki’s Law,” A-3873, requires

the Department of Transportation

Commissioner to erect signs and use
variable message signs to inform
motorists of state law prohibiting
texting while driving.

*  *  *  *  *

AJR 72, designating October of
each year as “National Dwarfism
Awareness Month” passed the Sen-
ate, 40-0, and heads to the Governor.
The measure passed in the Assembly
in October, 78-0.

*  *  *  *  *

Contractors would be required to
wear state-issued identification un-
der S-2363, which has been passed in
both houses of the Legislature. This
bill is intended to protect consumers
from individuals fraudulently repre-
senting themselves as home improve-
ment contractors when they are not
properly registered under the state’s
Contractors’ Registration Act.

*  *  *  *  *
SCR138, amending the State Con-

stitution to dedicate for 30 years one-
fifth of a cent for each dollar subject to
sales tax for preservation of open space,
including flood prone areas and lands
that protect water supplies, farmland,
and historic properties, has passed the
Senate by a 36-2 tally. The bill heads
to the Assembly for consideration.

*  *  *  *  *
The Assembly passed A-1549, leg-

islation that would require school dis-
tricts to take steps to ensure adequate
security for students when school is
open as a polling place. Under the bill,
school district’ costs would be de-
ducted from the list of expenses sub-
mitted by the county board of elec-
tions to the school district.

*  *  *  *  *

S-2493, A-3735 and A-3740, leg-
islation cracking down on child por-
nography, has passed in the General
Assembly. It would upgrade current
law to reflect existing technology by
making it a second degree crime for
a person, using a file-sharing pro-
gram, to knowingly store or maintain
an item depicting the sexual exploi-
tation or abuse of a child.

In addition, the legislation would
afford additional protections for 16-
and 17-year-olds by increasing the
age benchmark of “child” from 16 to
18, and enhancing criminal penalties
for possession offenses.

The measure now heads to Gov.
Christie for his consideration.

Chiesa’s Committee
Assignments Told

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sena-
tor Jeff Chiesa (R-N.J.) has an-
nounced that the Senate has issued
and confirmed his three committee
assignments. Senator Chiesa will
serve on the U.S. Senate Committee
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs; the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation; and the Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship.

“New Jersey’s economy, our live-
lihoods, and our safety and security
are touched by each of these commit-
tee assignments. I will be a strong
voice for New Jersey’s needs,” said
Senator Chiesa, who was appointed
by Governor Chris Christie to re-
place the late Senator Frank
Lautenberg. He will serve until a spe-
cial election is held on Wednesday,
October 18 to fill the remaining 14
months on Sen. Lautenberg’s term.

Cadet Salemme Meets With Maj. Gen. Smith
WESTFIELD – Maj. Gen. Jeff

Smith, commanding general of the
U.S. Army Cadet Command, recently
sat down with 10 Cadets from the 4th
Regiment for dinner at Joint Base
Lewis-McChord, Tacoma, Wash. to
get their feedback on the effective-
ness of their training.

Among the cadets was Christo-
pher Salemme, a Westfield resident
and student at Furman University.
During the visit, Maj. Gen. Smith

toured the Army physical fitness test,
land navigation training and basic
rifle marksmanship range.

“I think it made me realize why I
am here more,” Cadet Salemme said.
“Like he said, this is a capstone train-
ing event so it’s more than just an
evaluation. It’s really about learning
and becoming the best second lieu-
tenants we can be.”

Cadet Salemme is training at Joint
Base Lewis-Mcchord for the sum-
mer.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Lifeguard Jobs Available
COUNTY – The Union County

Department of Parks and Commu-
nity Renewal has summer lifeguard
positions available at Ulrich Pool in
Rahway and Wheeler Pool in Lin-
den. Applicants must have a current
lifeguard certification. Starting pay
is $10 per hour for up to 30 hours per
week. Applicants can call (908) 298-
7849 for more information about the
lifeguard positions.

The Walter E. Ulrich Memorial Pool
is located in Rahway River Park, St.
George’s Avenue in Rahway. The John
Russell Wheeler Memorial Pool is lo-
cated in Wheeler Park, West Stimpson
Avenue and Route 1 in Linden.


