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Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Graduation — Thursday, June 20, 2013

any direction you choose. You’re on
your own. And you know what you
know. And you are the one who’ll
decide where to go...”

Amid blue skies and sunshine, the
ceremony continued with Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret Hayes
saying, “Be bold like the theme of
your yearbook.”

Superintendent Hayes reminded
students to call home once in a while,
“because the people who supported
you want to hear the sound of your
voice.”

Stories after stories were shared,
but no story was more unusual than
the one of a Greek grandmother dem-
onstrating to her grandson, Class
President Savvas Petridis, how to se-
lect a chicken from the coop on her
farm in Greece.

“Most of my family is from North-
ern Greece. One day while visiting,
my grandmother asked me to pick
out the most beautiful chicken. I
searched and inspected for the best
chicken. I even had names picked out
– Cornelius, Ignatius, even Chad,”
Savvas said.

Despite the chicken’s short-lived
life, the story drew chuckles from the
audience as “Cornelius,” the chicken’s
name, became lunch instead. The
point? Just a wise old grandmother
teaching her grandson that basic of
life: you need to eat and chicken is
nothing like high school.

Savvas left these final words: “Be
original, redefine normal and always
create.”

With all the speeches behind, the
371 students rose and received their
diplomas. They were the class that
survived Hurricane Sandy, the ci-
cada invasion and a bomb threat. The
students who were born in the 2000
millennium, and came of age in an
era of vast technology developments,
are now finally graduates of Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

spoke to families watching the com-
mencement exercise.

“It means everything watching my
nephew, Nathaniel Murphy, gradu-
ate today. I remember him as a little
boy,” Donielle Garland of Union said.

“This is the final pleasure of watch-
ing your children graduate from high
school, because you feel you did
something right. It’s the first step to
their future…a better future,” Martha
DaSilva of Union said.

“I’m proud, because he is the first
grandson out of 10 to graduate,” Fred
Wolff of Westfield added.

“My daughter is leaving for the Na-
tional Guard in August. I am so thrilled
and proud of her accomplishments as a
student and my daughter, Jeannexy
Mancebo,” Lourdes Vigier-Mancebo
of Scotch Plains told The Times.

BOE OKs Armed Cop at
Westfield High School
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Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – After three hours of
public comment, both pro and con, the
board of education voted Monday night,
7 to 2, to approve a one-year contract to
hire a student resource officer (SRO)
for Westfield High School (WHS). The
position will be filled by an armed
Westfield police officer to be appointed
by Police Chief David Wayman.

The board of education’s regular
meeting was held on Monday evening
because the WHS graduation was
scheduled for Tuesday evening, the
board’s regular meeting night. The
meeting venue was changed from the
administration building’s small meet-
ing room to the WHS auditorium to
accommodate the public, which is look-
ing to find out more about the SRO
position.

At the June 11 meeting, Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Dolan said
the position would be filled by a West-
field police officer. She also said the
salary of $100,000 would be jointly
shared by the police department and
the school board, with $50,000 com-
ing from each entity.

The board wanted to take a vote to
ratify the contract at the June 11
meeting, but two members opposed
the contract, saying the position had
not been fully discussed among
board members. Board members
Mitch Slater and Ann Cary objected
to what Ms. Cary had termed at the
last meeting “jumping the gun” to
approve this measure, and board
member Mark Friedman questioned
the terms of the contract, which, it
appears, had not been fully discussed
among all members.

Board members Lucy Beigler,
Rich Mattessich, Gretchan Ohlig and
Rosanne Kurstedt, spoke in favor of
the new position. Board member
Ginny Leiz was not at the last meet-
ing; however, she voted to approve
the contract Monday night.

Opposition to the hiring of what
some call an armed guard, at the
June 11 meeting, came from many
parents, including Charles Sullivan,
a retired New York police officer
and security expert, and from
Jonathan Blitt, a candidate for the
board in the upcoming November
school board election. On Monday
evening, Mr. Sullivan repeated his
opposition and said he could not
understand why the board would not
interview candidates with better
qualifications.

Mr. Blitt said he objected to the
process and wished the board had
been clearer in its objectives and
information released to the public.
He also criticized Superintendent
Dolan’s synopsis of the last meeting
as being biased.

At the June 11 meeting, Chief
Wayman told the board and the pub-
lic he was glad to appoint an officer
to the SRO position who was a gradu-
ate of WHS and was familiar with all
of the other district schools. Mem-
bers of the district administration,
such as WHS Principal Peter
Renwick and director of district guid-
ance, Maureen Mazzarese, spoke in
favor of the position, which had been
scrapped six years ago, being rein-
stated.

On Monday, Mr. Slater asked Su-
perintendent Dolan if there had been
an increase in drug use among high-
school students. She said no. The
administration’s and the board’s rea-

son for wanting this position varied.
“He (or she) will serve as a mentor

to the students,” Superintendent
Dolan said.

One reason for the position was
safety, board members said. Build-
ing trust and a relationship and con-
ducting the drug- and alcohol-edu-
cation programs were other ratio-
nale.

One parent, who opposed the mea-
sure, said, “I’m confused; are you
hiring this person for security rea-
sons or for counseling reasons?”

Westfield resident John Blake
commented, “I’m not opposed to
having a policeman in the school if
he can act like a policeman. Why not
have the officer patrol the building
as part of a beat?”

He asked to whom the police of-
ficer would be responsible – the
school or the police department. Ms.
Dolan answered that there is memo-
randum of agreement in the Union
County districts between the police
department and the schools. Mr.
Blake said he was concerned that if
a problem occurred, the school
would investigate first and then call
the police.

Mr. Blake said further, “I have a
problem with restrictions being put
on a police officer.” Superintendent
Dolan responded, “We work at a
different level than the police do.
That didn’t change when we had an
SRO.” In answer to the question of
why the board could not hire a re-
tired officer, she said, “The state has
ruled that a retired officer would not
be effective.”

Mr. Slater and Ms. Cary, who ob-
jected to the need to rush into the
vote at the June 10 meeting, voted
against the measure. Mr. Mattessich,
the board president, chastised both
members for writing to The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times and the Patch
questioning the hire.

Mr. Mattessich said he did not think
Ms. Cary should have sent e-mails
about the situation. Ms. Cary took
exception to his remark and said she
had not sent e-mails to anyone.

Mr. Friedman, who questioned the
terms of the contract at the June 10
meeting, said he was satisfied to vote
for the measure as long as it was for
only one year as sort of a pilot pro-
gram, and the board had the option to
give 30 days notice to the officer if
the position was not working out.

Members of the WHS community,
such as Mr. Renwick, Assistant Prin-
cipal James DeSarno, WHS nurse
Margaret Teitelbaum and WHS coach
Jim McKeon, all spoke in favor of
hiring an SRO.

Parents Karen Egert, Tony Cook,
Mitch Rubin, Lori Bennet and others
spoke against the idea of having an
armed officer at WHS.

Two other points of contention
were that the police officer would be
appointed by the present chief, with
only seven to 10 days of training, as
opposed to what many parents said
they preferred to see hired, a stu-
dent assistance counselor to assist
troubled students or what the ad-
ministration called a “subset of
troubled students who are having
problems.”

Steven Gorelick, a parent and ex-
pert on violence, said, “I’m all for
social contact between a policemen
and the students, but if you’re do-
ing this to prevent a random attack
of violence at the school, it won’t work.”

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

July 4th
and Barbara Harris and the TOYS. The
evening will conclude with a fireworks
display. A donation of $5 per person
will be collected at the gates.

Summit
Summit’s 66th annual day-long

Fourth of July celebration at Soldiers
Memorial Field on Ashland Road will
begin with a flag-raising ceremony at
9:45 a.m., followed by a children’s
decorated bicycle parade, a Polka Dot
children’s concert, rides and amuse-
ments, food and craft vendors. The
Kootz Rock and Roll Band will per-
form in concert beginning at 11:30
a.m. Also featured will be an emer-
gency services softball game.

A Cameos’ concert will take place at
7:45 p.m., followed by fireworks by
Garden State Fireworks at 9:15 p.m. In
case of rain, the fireworks display will
be held the next clear night at Soldiers
Memorial Field.

Union
The township’s program will begin

with the sixth annual Soap Box Derby,
for boys and girls ages 8 to 12, at 10
a.m. on Stuyvesant Avenue between
Mountainview and Tyler Avenues. The
evening’s events at Biertuempful Park,
located at Winslow and Vauxhall Av-
enues, with a concert by The Classics at
7:30 p.m., followed by fireworks. The
rain date for the fireworks only is Fri-
day, July 5.

Saturday, July 6
Plainfield

The city’s 90th Independence Day
annual parade, this year featuring the
theme “A Celebration of Youth,” will
kick off at 10 a.m. on East Front Street.

Roselle Park
The borough’s fireworks display will

be held at the Roselle Park High School
Herm Shaw field at around 9:15 p.m.
The rain date is Tuesday, August 6,
which also is National Night Out.

this application.”
In addition to approving Mr. Del

Roio’s application, the board dis-
cussed the 2012 annual report from
the board of adjustment.

Board member James Fawcett said
he was concerned about setting guide-
lines for homeowners who wish to
construct six-foot-high fences on their
properties.

Mr. Fawcett said, “My experience
in hearing multiple applications for
six-foot-high fences for corner prop-
erties suggests that every application
has its own set of criteria. Some are
no-brainers and others have some
serious issues. It would be very diffi-
cult for this town to write into code or
produce an ordinance that would be
able to cover all of the different sce-
narios that the [board of adjustment]
does see.”

Mr. Thompson agreed that each
application should be reviewed indi-
vidually on a need-by-need basis.

Michael Graziano, vice-chairman
of the planning board, upon confirm-
ing that the board of adjustment only
receives a few of these applications
each year and that they are quickly
reviewed, said that there is no need
for this ruling because the current
system is not overwhelming.

Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GL CLASS OF 2013... The Governor Livingston High School Class of 2013 stands
at the start of the Berkeley Heights high school’s 53rd commencement excercise,
held last Thursday at the school’s football field.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW TRUCK...The Westfield Fire Department received its new truck on
Tuesday, replacing the truck that was damaged during Hurricane Irene in 2011.

Due to the July 4th holiday

on Thursday, the newspaper

will be produced as normal

on Wednesday and

delivered on Friday, July 5.

Have a Happy
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Garwood Council
Guarriello would make a walking in-
spection of the brook at 1:30 p.m.
Saturday starting at the western edge of
the borough.

The purpose of the tour, which is
open to residents, will be to check for
potential obstructions, examine the
gabion walls and conduct a general
survey.

In other meeting news, the coun-
cil agreed to spend almost $5,000,
or about $207 a month for the next
two years, for PSE&G to install more
energy-efficient lighting in borough
hall. The move is projected to save
the borough approximately $27,000
in electricity costs over five years.

Mr. Guarriello reported that the
Township of Cranford is willing to pay
Garwood to repave the approximately
600 feet of Gallows Hill Road between
West Holly Street (or Second Avenue)
and Third Avenue. The road is entirely
inside Cranford but forms part of the
border on the eastern side of Garwood.

In addition, it was noted that Cranford
has not abandoned its project to widen
the Rahway River. Mr. Guarriello said

the township is still seeking easements
along the banks of the waterway to ease
potential flooding. If successful, the
project could ease flooding concerns
along the Garwood Brook, which feeds
into the Rahway River.

More than 100 homes participated in
the recent town-wide yard sale, ac-
cording to Municipal Clerk Christina
Ariemma. In addition, she said 127
permits have been sold for bulk pick-
up, which was expected to wrap up
today, Thursday, June 27.
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