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CONGRATULATIONS, GRADS...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School held its
graduation ceremony last Thursday at Tyson Field. Pictured, left to right, are:
George Levitt, Valedictorian Andrew Citera, Jordan Bernstein, Chris Ciccarino,
David Levitt and Andrew Schwartz.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOODBYE, HIGH SCHOOL...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School seniors proceed to their seats prior to the start of the
graduation ceremony held last Thursday at Tyson Field.

Julia Queller for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOME IMPROVEMENT... Attorney Priscilla Triolo and architect Salvatore
Corvino present Romano Del Roio’s application to construct a canopy to the
rear of Mr. Del Roio’s property to the Scotch Plains Planning Board on Monday.

Fourth of July Celebrations,
Fireworks Schedules

Wednesday, July 3
New Providence

The Independence Day celebra-
tion will be held on South Street, with
a rain date of Friday, July 5. Music
from DJ John Souren of Club Souren
from atop the NP Fuel “Jets” truck
will be featured, as will entertainment
by juggler Will Shaw. Once again,
“Chalk on South Street” will be in-
cluded, where kids of all ages will
receive a free bucket of chalk to create
art and messages on the street.

A fireworks display will begin around
9:30 p.m. South Street will be closed at
7 p.m. from Gales Drive to Springfield
Avenue for the festivities.

Thursday, July 4
Westfield

The Westfield Community Band,
under the direction of Thomas Connors,
will hold its annual Independence Day
Concert at 7:30 p.m. in Mindowaskin
Park. The band will be joined by mem-
bers of the Westfield Chapter of the
Sons of the American Revolution (SAR)
and Daughters of the American Revo-
lution (DAR), who will present a spe-
cial program in tribute to Indepen-
dence Day.

Also featured will be appearances
by Westfield’s own “Towne Crier,” who
will present the “news of the day,” and
Westfield’s historic Town Bell, which
will be sounded during the concert.

The band’s music program will fea-
ture selections which celebrate
America, including “National Em-
blem” march, Morton Gould’s “Yan-
kee Doodle,” Irving Berlin’s “Songs
for America,” and the popular Carmen
Dragon arrangement of “America the
Beautiful.” The concert also will in-
clude Dudley Buck’s 1879 tribute “Fes-
tival Overture on the American Na-
tional Air” based on the “The Star
Spangled Banner.” The band will con-

clude this special themed concert with
performances of “Battle Hymn of the
Republic,” “Salute to the Armed Forces”
and Sousa’s most famous march, “The
Stars and Stripes Forever.”

Chairs and blankets are recom-
mended. In the event of rain, the con-
cert will take place in the Westfield
Community Room, located in the
Westfield Municipal Building on East
Broad Street.

Clark
Clark Township will hold its annual

Independence Day fireworks show at
dusk at the Arthur L. Johnson High
School field. Music and food vendors
will be featured.

Cranford
A variety of family-oriented events

will be held throughout the day in the
township, including canoe races at the
Cranford Canoe Club beginning at 8
a.m.; the annual Firecracker 1 Mile
Run at 8:30 a.m. followed by the 4 Mile
race at 9 a.m. at Nomahegan Park; a
bike-decorating contest at 1:30 p.m.;
an egg toss at 2 p.m. and a Backwards
Race at 2:30 p.m. at Nomahegan Park.
The Independence Day celebration will
conclude with an evening fireworks
display. The rain date for fireworks is
Friday, July 5.

Mountainside
The annual fireworks display will

be held at Our Lady of Lourdes School
field. A DJ, snacks and giveaways
will be included. This event will be
held in conjunction with the borough,
the Mountainside Volunteer Fire Com-
pany and the Mountainside PAL.

Springfield
The township’s festivities will be-

gin at 5 p.m. at Meisel Avenue Field
with rides and games, food and bever-
ages for sale, and a 7:30 p.m. concert
featuring 1910 Fruitgum Company
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Graduates 371 at Tyson Field

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Being com-
pared to the class who was born dur-
ing “Y2K,” the current graduating
class from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) gathered at
Tyson Field one more time to receive
their high school diplomas and praises
from administrators, teachers, friends
and, of course, and their proud fami-
lies.

Last Thursday was the commence-
ment for 371 students eagerly wait-
ing for the moment when they would
finally be alumni of SPFHS.

SPFHS Principal David Heisey
listed accomplishments of the class,
reflected in the school’s academic
and scholarship programs, outstand-
ing theater department, student ex-
change program and study abroad.
He went on to highlight students’
“excelling beyond and their ability to
seize up opportunities.”

Despite the annoying presence and
humming sounds of cicadas, Class
Valedictorian Andrew Citera dis-
cussed their significance in his speech.
“There below our feet, 17 years ago,
these bulging red eyes, were burrow-
ing underground. Not part of our

world, but our underworld.”
Aside from the angst of “Y2K,” the

class of 2013 saw a rise in social
media and electronic gadgets such as
Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, YouTube,
Myspace and the Apple iPod and
iPhone.

“Spify was a foreign world to us
when we entered as freshmen, but
then it became a second home,” An-
drew said.

He finished his speech by quoting
President Calvin Coolidge. “Noth-
ing in this world can take the place of
persistence. Talent will not; nothing
is more common than unsuccessful
people with talent. Genius will not;
unrewarded genius is almost a prov-
erb. Education will not; the world is
full of educated derelicts. Persistence
and determination alone are omnipo-
tent. The slogan ‘press on’ has solved
and always will solve the problems
of the human race.”

The home of the Raiders once again
was filled with the sea of blue, black
and white as the Senior Chorus mem-
bers sang, “You’ve Got a Friend in
Me” from Toy Story.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education President Trip Whitehouse
started with a quote from actor/co-
median George Burns. “A speech
should contain a good beginning and
a good ending and the two as close as
possible.”

He commended the students on
their accomplishment “Through the
years with your fight against cancer,
you hit the $1 million mark on
fundraising.”

Mr. Whitehouse further talked
about commencing to the next stage
of life, whether it be college, trade,
military or the workforce, encourag-
ing the graduates to keep that level of
success and continuing to achieve.

He cited Dr. Seuss: “You have
brains in your head. You have feet in
your shoes. You can steer yourself
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Scotch Plains Planning Board
OKs Canopy on Park Avenue

By JULIA QUELLER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Planning Board on Monday
approved Romano Del Roio’s appli-
cation for a waiver of a site plan to
construct a canopy over the rear side-
walk of his property, located at 451
Park Avenue.

Mr. Del Roio is the single owner of
Del Roio Realty, which owns the
property.

Priscilla Triolo, Mr. Del Roio’s at-
torney, called upon architect and plan-
ner Salvatore Corvino to provide tes-
timony.

Mr. Corvino said the canopy would
be added to the back of commercial

stores and the rear entrance of the
apartments. It will protrude four feet
and four inches out from the build-
ing.

The canopy will be sloped with a
wood frame and shingles, Mr. Corvino
told the board. There will be indi-
vidual canopies for each storefront
with a continuous one in the back. It
will cover the four-foot-wide side-
walk and extend approximately three
inches beyond the sidewalk. There
will be decorative columns about 20
feet apart from each other.

Mr. Corvino said the canopy would
provide a uniform look by covering
existing mechanical protrusions such
as air conditioning vents.

In addition to enhancing the ap-
pearance of the building, Mr. Corvino
said the canopy would create a cov-
ered path to protect tenants from snow
and rain when entering the building
as well as to protect townspeople who
utilize that walkway to gain access to
the municipal lot.

Mr. Del Roio said, “My own feel-
ing was that I’m lucky so far that in 17
years no one’s fallen down in the
winter time. So I felt that if I put a
canopy on… people could walk a
little better.”

Mayor Kevin Glover, a board mem-
ber, asked if there was any value in
adding a gutter to address the rain
issue. Mr. Del Roio answered that he
is planning to add a gutter. CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Board member Theresa Flood
posed a series of questions, asking
about the lighting and if there will be
enough space between the posts and
building to allow for adequate walk-
ing.

Mr. Del Roio said, “There is plenty
of lighting,” and Ms. Triolo answered
that there will be three feet, 10 inches
between the posts and the building.

Ms. Flood also asked what
prompted Mr. Del Roio to request the
construction of the canopy.

“It was my own decision. Nobody
told me to do it. But it was my feeling
not only for the look of the building,
but for the safety of the people walk-
ing,” Mr. Del Roio responded.

Board Chairman John Thompson
said, “I do think it will be a nice
addition to the back of the property,
and will have a nice functionality in
terms of protecting people.”

Board member Louis Beckerman,
township council liaison to the board,
praised Mr. Del Roio for his efforts to
enhance a property that was in rough
shape before he became the owner.

“The improvement that he made to
that corner was a very important and
valuable improvement to the block,”
Mr. Beckerman said. “His mainte-
nance of his property is amazing.
He’s just an exemplary building
owner in the downtown area and I’m
very pleased to be able to approve

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
PARTY IN THE PARK...Residents gather on Tuesday at LaGrande Park in
Fanwood to enjoy the sixth annual Party in the Park. Among other fun activities,
the night included a screening of ParaNorman.

Garwood Opts Not to
Challenge WF Development

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Borough Council
members decided Tuesday not to pur-
sue litigation against a proposed
townhouse development in Westfield
along the borough’s western border,
determining the result – even if suc-
cessful – did not warrant the cost.

Meeting in a closed executive ses-
sion, the board accepted the recom-
mendation of Borough Attorney Bob
Renaud that a lawsuit to challenge a
zoning variance that allowed a more
densely populated project on
Grandview Avenue between Myrtle and
Spruce Avenues in Westfield would
likely not be winnable.

“The council is of the opinion that
the cost of litigation would not result in
the outcome that the residents would
like to have,” Councilman Bill Nierstedt
said after the meeting. “The project
would still proceed, perhaps at a re-
duced intensity, but the runoff entering
the Garwood Brook would still be the
same.”

The decision comes after the four
previous meetings were dominated by
residents’ complaints about the project

and their fear that storm water runoff
from it would overwhelm the brook
and flood their homes downstream.

The variance, granted by Westfield
to accommodate low-income or Mount
Laurel housing, allowed the developer
to increase the number of units and
reduce the distance between them from
60 feet to 18 feet.

Previously, Mr. Renaud had advised
the council that New Jersey courts are
loathe to block projects with Mount
Laurel housing since it was a court-
created mandate.

On Tuesday, Mr. Renaud again reit-
erated his doubts about a successful
outcome. While addressing the public
during the meeting, he said he did not
want to specify his reasons in case
residents wanted to pursue litigation
themselves. He did not want to under-
cut their case by publicly stating the
arguments against a successful out-
come.

Neither council members nor any
residents voiced any further opinion
on the issue.

However, Mr. Nierstedt confirmed
that he and Borough Engineer Don
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