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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
GL CLASS OF 2013... The Governor Livingston High School, Class of 2013,
stands at the start of the Berkeley Heights high school’s 53rd commencement
excercise held last Thursday at the school’s football field.

Fourth of July Celebrations,
Fireworks Schedules

Wednesday, July 3
New Providence

The Independence Day celebra-
tion will be held on South Street, with
a rain date of Friday, July 5. Music
from DJ John Souren of Club Souren
from atop the NP Fuel “Jets” truck
will be featured, as will entertainment
by juggler Will Shaw. Once again,
“Chalk on South Street” will be in-
cluded, where kids of all ages will
receive a free bucket of chalk to create
art and messages on the street.

A fireworks display will begin around
9:30 p.m. South Street will be closed at
7 p.m. from Gales Drive to Springfield
Avenue for the festivities.

Thursday, July 4
Westfield

The Westfield Community Band,
under the direction of Thomas Connors,
will hold its annual Independence Day
Concert at 7:30 p.m. in Mindowaskin
Park. The band will be joined by mem-
bers of the Westfield Chapter of the
Sons of the American Revolution (SAR)
and Daughters of the American Revo-
lution (DAR), who will present a spe-
cial program in tribute to Indepen-
dence Day.

Also featured will be appearances
by Westfield’s own “Towne Crier,” who
will present the “news of the day,” and
Westfield’s historic Town Bell, which
will be sounded during the concert.

The band’s music program will fea-
ture selections which celebrate
America, including “National Em-
blem” march, Morton Gould’s “Yan-
kee Doodle,” Irving Berlin’s “Songs
for America,” and the popular Carmen
Dragon arrangement of “America the

Beautiful.” The concert also will in-
clude Dudley Buck’s 1879 tribute “Fes-
tival Overture on the American Na-
tional Air” based on the “The Star
Spangled Banner.” The band will con-
clude this special themed concert with
performances of “Battle Hymn of the
Republic,” “Salute to the Armed Forces”
and Sousa’s most famous march, “The
Stars and Stripes Forever.”

Chairs and blankets are recom-
mended. In the event of rain, the con-
cert will take place in the Westfield
Community Room, located in the
Westfield Municipal Building on East
Broad Street.

Clark
Clark Township will hold its annual

Independence Day fireworks show at
dusk at the Arthur L. Johnson High
School field. Music and food vendors
will be featured.

Cranford
A variety of family-oriented events

will be held throughout the day in the
township, including canoe races at the
Cranford Canoe Club beginning at 8
a.m.; the annual Firecracker 1 Mile
Run at 8:30 a.m. followed by the 4 Mile
race at 9 a.m. at Nomahegan Park; a
bike-decorating contest at 1:30 p.m.;
an egg toss at 2 p.m. and a Backwards
Race at 2:30 p.m. at Nomahegan Park.
The Independence Day celebration will
conclude with an evening fireworks
display. The rain date for fireworks is
Friday, July 5.

Mountainside
The annual fireworks display will

be held at Our Lady of Lourdes School
field. A DJ, snacks and giveaways
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WF BOE OKs Armed Cop at WHS;
Dolan Gets New Five-Yr. Contract

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – After three hours
of public comment, both pro and con,
the board of education voted Mon-
day night, 7 to 2, to approve a one-
year contract to hire a student re-
source officer (SRO) for Westfield
High School (WHS). The position
will be filled by an armed Westfield
police officer to be appointed by Po-
lice Chief David Wayman.

The board of education’s regular
meeting was held on Monday evening
because the WHS graduation was
scheduled for Tuesday evening, the
board’s regular meeting night. The
meeting venue was changed from the
administration building’s small meet-
ing room to the WHS auditorium to
accommodate the public, which is
looking to find out more about the

SRO position.
At the June 11 meeting, Superin-

tendent of Schools Margaret Dolan
said the position would be filled by a
Westfield police officer. She also said
the salary of $100,000 would be
jointly shared by the police depart-
ment and the school board, with
$50,000 coming from each entity.

The board wanted to take a vote to
ratify the contract at the June 11
meeting, but two members opposed
the contract, saying the position had
not been fully discussed among board
members. Board members Mitch

Slater and Ann Cary objected to what
Ms. Cary had termed at the last meet-
ing “jumping the gun” to approve
this measure, and board member
Mark Friedman questioned the terms
of the contract, which, it appears, had
not been fully discussed among all
members.

Board members Lucy Beigler, Rich
Mattessich, Gretchan Ohlig and
Rosanne Kurstedt, spoke in favor of
the new position. Board member
Ginny Leiz was not at the last meet-
ing; however, she voted to approve

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
WESTFIELD HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2013...Westfield High School graduated 451 seniors on Tuesday night in the
New Jersey National Guard Armory. The elaborately decorated hats of the Class of 2013 proudly display their college choice
for the coming year.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CONGRATULATIONS GRADS... Cranford High School seniors wait patiently
for their diplomas at the high school’s commencement ceremony held Tuesday
night on Memorial Field. Principal Rui Dionisio gave the commencement ad-
dress, as he said to the graduating students “...find your true north.”

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
CLAP ALONG...Members of the choral groups at Westfield High School per-
form a rousing rendition of the Dennis DeYoung song, “Come Sail Away.” Senior
Jack Mustard, center, was the soloist.

Garwood Opts Not to
Challenge WF Development

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Garwood Borough
Council members decided Tuesday not
to pursue litigation against a proposed
townhouse development in Westfield
along the borough’s western border,
determining the result – even if suc-
cessful – did not warrant the cost.

Meeting in a closed executive ses-
sion, the board accepted the recom-
mendation of Borough Attorney Bob
Renaud that a lawsuit to challenge a
zoning variance that allowed a more
densely populated project on
Grandview Avenue between Myrtle
and Spruce Avenues in Westfield

would likely not be winable in court.
“The council is of the opinion that

the cost of litigation would not result
in the outcome that the residents
would like to have,” Councilman Bill
Nierstedt said after the meeting. “The
project would still proceed, perhaps
at a reduced intensity, but the runoff
entering the Garwood Brook would
still be the same.”

The decision comes after the four
previous meetings were dominated
by residents’ complaints about the
project and their fear that storm water
runoff from it would overwhelm the
brook and flood their homes down-
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Westfield High School Celebrates
Commencement of Class of 2013
By HILAREY WOJTOWICZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Faculty, staff,
friends and family greeted the 451
members of Westfield High School’s
(WHS) Class of 2013 as they strode
into the National Guard Armory,
dressed in the blue and white gowns
true to their now alma mater, on Tues-
day evening. The 6 p.m. event was held
indoors due to severe thunderstorm
warnings throughout the day, but al-
lowed for those without tickets to be a
part of the commencement through a
live video stream in the air-conditioned
auditorium of the high school.

WHS Principal Peter Renwick wel-
comed the graduates and audience
members and allowed the ceremony to

begin with the help of the students
themselves.

“Four years ago, 450 students walked
into a school,” Senior Class President
Lauren Anzevino said. “But today, we
walk out as a class.” Lauren described
her class as spirited and supportive
from the very beginning. “September
was the beginning of something spe-
cial for the senior class.”

During his speech, Student Council
President Alexander Jeffery noted the
accomplishments of his classmates,
describing them as people he now con-
siders all to be friends. “It’s all about
where you’ve been, where you are and
where you’re going…I am beyond
proud.”

Mr. Renwick did not deliver a speech

to this year’s class during the program,
but alluded to the one he gave them the
day before during graduation practice
by recognizing the importance of one
his favorite poems, “Success” by Ralph
Waldo Emerson, which also graces the
back of the Class of 2013’s yearbooks.

“There are many different ways that
you can measure success,” said Princi-
pal Renwick in an interview prior to
graduation. “And this class can be very
proud of their many different accom-
plishments, from athletics to achieve-
ments in academics, to community ser-
vice and extracurricular activities. So I
think the fact that they’ve exhibited
excellence in so many different re-
gards, they have a lot to be proud of.”

Mr. Renwick presented awards to
numerous students for their outstand-
ing achievements. The National Men’s
and Women’s Clubs gave awards for
the highest male and female grade point
averages to three students this year:
Alex Ying and Edmund Han, who tied
for the male award, and Aditi Jain.

Other accomplishments were recog-
nized, including the National Merit
Letters of Commendation, the National
Merit Semi-Finalists and Finalists, the
135 students in the National Honor
Society and the 207 students who re-
ceived the President’s Award of Aca-
demic Distinction. Six students in par-
ticular received the Perfect Academic
Distinction award, including Ashley
Dietz, Edmund Han, Aditi Jain, Pengju
Jin, Caitlin Lawrie and Elizabeth
Troutman.

The commencement address was
given by President of Marvel Studios
and WHS alumnus, Kevin Feige, intro-
duced by district Human Resources
Specialist Barbara Ball.

“The future belongs to those who do
more,” Mr. Feige, WHS class of 1991,
told the graduates. “You can be lazy
and be successful. You can procrasti-
nate and be successful. You can be
ordinary and be successful. But you
can’t be cynical or bored or scared to
take the first step.”

Speeches and awards concluded prior
to the presentation of diplomas, which
began with the help of the Board of
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Centennial Avenue Road
Project Getting Underway

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — With the school
year over, Union County is set to
begin significant roadway rehabili-
tation along a 1,100-foot section of
Centennial Avenue, which will be
widened in an effort to reduce traf-
fic congestion. The portion of the
roadway to be widened by up to 10
feet is between Wall Street and the
Lehigh Valley railroad overpass
adjacent to the Hillside tennis
courts. The added roadway will al-
low for a dedicated left-turn lane on
northbound Hillside Avenue and a
similar one on the southbound side
of Myrtle Avenue.

Mayor Thomas Hannen said
Tuesday night that making a left
turn onto Centennial during busy
traffic times — especially morning
and afternoon drop-off and pick-up
times at Hillside Avenue School —
“is no picnic.”

The county is overseeing the
$821,705 Centennial Avenue
project along with several others

intended to improve traffic move-
ment at various intersections. A new
traffic signal will be placed at the
Centennial and Hillside Avenues
intersection and existing signals will
be replaced at Centennial Avenue’s
intersections with Myrtle Avenue
and Wall Street. The new signals
will be timed with the aim of im-
proving traffic flow. In addition,
curbing and sidewalks along Cen-
tennial Avenue bordering the Hill-
side Avenue School property will
be replaced. Elsewhere along that
roadway, a 1.2-mile section of Cen-
tennial Avenue between North Av-
enue and Raritan Road will be re-
surfaced.

At its business meeting on Tues-
day, the township committee gave
final approval to an ordinance pro-
hibiting parking at all times on the
west side of Lincoln Park East from
just north of its intersection with
Lincoln Avenue to the paper street
located about 300 feet north. It also
approved a cooperative agreement
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Look for more graduation photos next week


