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l'ennemi du journaliste

DeMARTINO, KAHN SPARKLE ON MOUND; TROTTER, RAVETIER DELIVER ON ‘O’; ZAZZALI ON ‘D’

Union Underclassmen Face Essex in Baseball Showdown
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rivals became teammates in a
scheduled 10-inning game be-
tween the Union County High
School underclassmen baseball
team and the Essex County un-
derclassmen at Hynes Stadium
at Kean University in Union on
June 15. The setup was to play
the starting lineup for five in-
nings then bring in an entirely
new lineup for the next five in-
nings, while giving pitchers, for

the most part, two innings each
on the mound.

In the end, the Essex under-
classmen overcame a 3-0 deficit
and scored all their runs in the
sixth, seventh and eighth innings
to pull off an 8-6 victory.

Westfield, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Cranford had seven
representatives with Blue Devils
juniors Brad DeMartino and Tyler
Bowman, Raiders junior Matt
Ridge, sophomore Kevin Max-
well and junior Christian Zazzali

and Cougar juniors Tommy Trot-
ter and Matt Ravetier.

DeMartino was Union’s starting
pitcher and tossed two innings of
scoreless ball, yielding only one
walk, while recording three
strikeouts.

“It was pretty cool. We are all
pals. It’s a good experience to do
that, because we play against
each other all year. Here we all
can have fun and play with each
other,” DeMartino said.

Trotter finished with a pair of
singles and scored the game’s
first run, when he singled, stole
second base and came home af-
ter junior Marc Giacalone (New
Providence) banged a triple to

the leftfield wall in the top of the
first inning. Trotter also scored in
the fifth inning.

“It’s awesome playing with the
best kids in Union County. It’s
great competition, and it is a
pleasure to be here,” Trotter said.

Zazzali, playing second base,
initiated a second-to-first double
play in the fourth inning then
caught an Essex base runner at-
tempting to steal in the fifth after
a fine throw from Ridge, who was
the catcher at the time.

“This was something that I re-
ally looked forward to through-
out the whole year, playing with
obviously the best kids in Union

County. It’s an honor just to be
here and play. It’s nice to have
them on our team now,” Zazzali
said.

“It’s a good feeling. Different!
Different to be with these guys,
but it’s pretty much knowing that
when the ball gets hit, it will be
caught. It’s great to be out here,”
Ridge said.

Union Catholic Viking Ryan
Kahn, a junior, pitched the third
and fourth innings and permitted
only a single to junior Nick Meo of
Millburn. Viking junior first
baseman Anthony Colletti singled
in the fourth, and walked and
scored in the seventh.

Ravetier led off the fifth inning
with a single. Trotter followedProbitas Verus Honos
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DIVING INTO THIRD…Cougar Matt Ravetier dives safely into third base in the fifth inning.
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SCORING THE FIFTH RUN…Raider Kevin Maxwell, No. 19, scores in the seventh inning.


