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500 NORTH AVE. E, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

Build a Summer Art Program
For Your Kids

•   Four convenient two-week sessions
• Classes Monday thru Thursday
• Beginning July 1st
• Drawing • Painting • Sculpture
• Collage • Cartooning and more
• Great kid’s art parties

A Fun-filled Art Workshop Experience

908-654-5663 Call for info & brochure

www.artlabforkids.com

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

 If painstaking detail alone could
make a movie great, then director
Louis Leterrier’s “Now You See
Me,” a witty, colorful homage to
magic, would be showered with
Oscars come March 2, 2014. But its
chances for said statuettes go poof
when it materializes into a typical
tale of revenge. As consolation, it
teaches us a thing about the hocus
pocus biz.

 We think we want to know how
the sorcerer does it. Yet, in follow-
ing the tale of how four magicians
come together, name themselves the
Four Horsemen and larcenously
wow audiences while confounding
the F.B.I., we learn a little about
human nature. Call it left brain vs.
right brain, realist vs. dreamer, or
wistful hopefulness opposed to sheer
fatalism.

 In this respect, the magical craft
may be viewed as a metaphor, a
quest to answer the eternal question
and, when it’s truly practiced at its
glorious best, optimistically suggests
that it may indeed be the key to all
mysteries. Thus, when you spend
two hours inside what is ostensibly
one big magic trick, seeing too much
takes the shine off the chimera.

 Still, there is much wonderment
along the way thanks to several
slickly fashioned performances and
an essentially clever script, intri-
cate of necessity, but all the same
too complicated for my tastes. Not
the guy in the audience who yells,
“I know how you do it,” thank good-
ness, I prefer to let it wash over me
and gather the stardust where it
falls.

 But keep an eye open. It moves
quickly. The Four Horsemen’s first
foray into grand theft magic comes
in Vegas where, via teleportation,
mirrors and some fancy prestidigi-
tation, all of which will be explained
to a fault later, they rob a French
bank. Shot across the Atlantic by

pneumatic-tube, the purloined eu-
ros rain down on the audience for
the taking.

 Responding to the brazen out-
rage in the form of a philosophical
dichotomy are FBI agent Dylan
Rhodes, played by Mark Ruffalo,
and Alma Dray, the Interpol sleuth
sent to help him solve the case. Ruth-
less in his resolve to separate illusion
from reality, Rhodes is challenged in
every clue by his idealistic counter-
part. She is, after all, a Parisian.

 While the agent and his fellow
Feds eventually capture for question-
ing the slippery foursome — but only
because they accede to it — an as-
tutely edited, quick splice interroga-
tion scene serves to introduce the war
of egos that’s about to begin. And
while the law won’t allow our G-man
to hold the alleged culprits, we do
learn a bit about them.

 Each boasting a specialty in the
world of abracadabra, aside from the
fact that we don’t know if they’re
honorable or evil, they are, by virtue
of their seeming indomitableness,
superheroes…modern Mandrake the
Magicians, as it were. Only thing is,
there is a fifth power, a super shill
pulling the strings, and neither we
nor they know who or what it is.

 Of course there might be an aspect
to this ploy they’re not telling us
about, like why Interpol would be
sending the F.B.I an assistant in the
first place. Then again, the French
gal, portrayed by Mélanie Laurent, is
pretty in a Scarlet Johansson sort of
way, and you can’t discount the pos-
sibility that she’s been inserted for
repartee and romantic purposes.

 The one they want you to think it
is right off the bat is Michael Caine’s
Arthur Tressler, a multimillionaire

megalomaniac insurance tycoon,
though I doubt it says all that on his
card. A sort of groupie to the Four
Horsemen, he’s the financial back-
ing. Since the gang gives all their
cash away, we surmise, wrong or
right, that he’s only in it for the ego
trip.

 Also tossed under our noses for
possible complicity is Thaddeus Bra-
dley, a debunker a la James Randi
(a.k.a. The Amazing Randi) played
by Morgan Freeman who explains
the workings of the grand gambit
from the sidelines. A professional
spoiler, he feeds shamus Rhodes info
only when he sees fit. An interlacing
of alliances occurs as the plot thick-
ens.

 But for all the razzle-dazzle, it’s
the two main performances that hold
it all together. Jesse Eisenberg is con-
vincing as J. Daniel Atlas, a street
magician destined for greater things.
Matching his talent and arrogance is
Woody Harrelson’s Merritt
McKinney, a roving mentalist who
wasn’t above extorting funds from
errant hubbies before joining up.

 Pity is, inherently flawed, the film
plays a cruel trick on itself. Before
the final credits roll, all mysteries,
whys, and wherefores are fully ex-
plained, as in any run of the mill cop
drama. Geez, after being wafted from
one stupefying carpet ride to the next,
the last thing we want is for “Now
You See Me” to tell us that there
really is no such thing as magic.

…
 “Now You See Me,” rated PG-

13, is a Summit Entertainment re-
lease directed by Louis Leterrier
and stars Jesse Eisenberg, Woody
Harrelson and Mark Ruffalo. Run-
ning time: 115 minutes
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Now You See Me”
Now You Won’t

2 and ½ popcorns

Summer Kick-off
Party in Fanwood’s

LaGrande Park
FANWOOD - The Fanwood

Recreation Commission will
host Fanwood’s sixth annual
Party in the Park. The party
takes place on the first Free
Movie Night of the summer, at
LaGrande Park, located at
LaGrande Avenue and Second
Street in Fanwood, Tuesday,
June 25, from 5:30–8:30 p.m.
(rain date is Wednesday, June
26).

Food, beverages, music and
more will be available. For the
kids, there will be rides and
other amusements, and con-
tests and crafts inspired by the
free movie of the evening,
ParaNorman, which will be-
gin at dusk. Please note: small
fees will be charged for rides
and some food items.

UC Performing Arts Co. to
Present Love (Awkwardly)

The 2013 cast of Love (Awkwardly)

SCOTCH PLAINS — Fourteen
Out of Ten Productions and the Union
Catholic (UC) Performing Arts Com-
pany, in association with Manhattan
Repertory Theatre, will present Love
(Awkwardly), written and directed by
Maryann Carolan, Class of 1986 and
John Rotondo, Class of 2007.

The show features a combination
of Union Catholic alumni and cur-
rent students, including Sarah Beriont
’13, Kyle Borowski ’15, Kate Carolan
’15, Adrien Cortizo ’15, Emily Dzioba
’14, Danielle Gruskiewicz ’12, Patrick
Napurano ’11, and with Parnika Celly
’14, Catherine Coughlin ’14, and
Cassandra Weaver ’14. Other UC
alumni who are taking part in the
show are Assistant Director Conor
McDonough ’10, Lighting Designer
Jenna Lloyd ’09, Stage Manager Katie
Brown ’13, Company Manager Ed-
ward Sagendorf ’07, and Choreogra-
pher Emily Eger Donohue ’98.

Love (Awkwardly), the story of

eight students navigating the won-
derful, painful, exhilarating, and awk-
ward moments of relationships that
are adult in magnitude but cramped
by the confines of high school, has
been performed by UC students in
New York City at Manhattan Theatre
Source in 2009 and 2010, where it
won the Audience Favorite Award,
and has been performed country-wide
in and internationally in the Philip-
pines and Australia.

Performances will be held July 10,
12, 18, and 20 at 9 p.m. and July 14 at
8 p.m. at Manhattan Repertory The-
atre, 303 West 42nd Street, 6th Floor,
NYC.

Tickets are $20 and can be re-
served by emailing ticket reserva-
tions to: MRTreserve@gmail.co.

Fourteen Out of Ten Productions is
a non-profit company with a mission
to combine the vitality of students
with the experience of professionals
in a collaborative environment.

In The Heights’ Offers Hispanic FlairMake Musical Memories this
Summer at NJWA

TIME TO EXPLORE...The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Music
Studio offers several opportunities this summer to begin a musical journey,
improve upon one’s existing talent and become part of a performing orchestra.

WESTFIELD - The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Mu-
sic Studio offers several opportuni-
ties this summer to begin a musical
journey, improve upon one’s existing
talent and become part of a perform-
ing orchestra.

For both adults and children who
are entering the initial stage of instru-
mental or vocal study, the Music Stu-
dio summer session for individual
lessons begins on Sunday, June 23,
and continues until Saturday, August
17, at the NJWA studios at 150-152
East Broad Street, Westfield. Call the
office for teacher availability and
scheduling.

A new program this summer, the
Kinder Orchestra, is intended for be-
ginning students, ages 4 and 5, who
will learn to play the violin, accom-
panied by a parent or caregiver. Stu-
dents will learn the basic principles
of violin playing and be introduced
to reading music through numbers
and letters. Beginning ensemble ar-
rangements will be included in the
workshop.

The Kinder Orchestra will meet on
Tuesdays and Thursdays, beginning
June 25, from 6:30 until 7:15 p.m. at
Temple Emanu-El on 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield. Tuition for the
program is $100.

A Training Orchestra, for musi-
cians of all ages, will also be held on
Tuesday and Thursday evenings at
Temple Emanu-El from 7:30 until

8:30 p.m., beginning Tuesday, June
25. Participants in this string orches-
tra must be able to play a D-major
scale (Mueller Rusch 60) on the vio-
lin, viola, cello or string bass. The
orchestra will introduce, develop and
reinforce the techniques and skills
required in performing the orchestral
repertoire. Tuition is $125.

Both orchestras, directed by Dr.
Ted Schlosberg, will have a “Hap-
pening Event” at their last class ses-
sion on Thursday, July 25.

The very popular Summer Sym-
phony Orchestra will also be held at
Temple Emanu-El on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings, beginning June
25, at 7:15 p.m.. String players should
be able to play 5 scales in 2 octaves,
while woodwind and brass players
should be prepared to play in the keys
of C, G, D, F, and Bb. Percussion
players are also needed.

Directed for the 14th year by Janet
Lyman, the Summer Symphony Or-
chestra will perform in concert on
July 25. This year’s program will
feature the music of Beethoven,
Brahms, Furrel and Vivaldi. Tuition
for this program is $150.

For more information on any of the
musical opportunities provided by
the NJWA Music Studio, a 501 (C)
(3) non-profit organization, please
call (908) 789-9696, visit their stu-
dios at 150-152 East Broad Street,
Westfield or log on to the web site at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

LINDEN - In The Heights, winner
of four Tony Awards®, is coming to
Linden this summer with a multi-
ethnic cast to bring us the diversity
and energy of the Hispanic commu-
nity in Washington Heights, NYC.

Alicia Cordero, a resident of Lin-
den, plays the leading role of Nina.
When she first heard about In The
Heights’ original run, Alicia thought
it was interesting and important to
give this population a voice on Broad-
way. Growing up half-Latina herself
has given Alicia a special outlook on
her character.

“[Nina’s] struggle to tell her par-
ents that she hasn’t lived up to their
expectations and not knowing where
she belongs in this community feet
honest and real to me due to my own
experiences.”

Louis Vetter stars as ‘Usnavi,’ the
role originated by Lin-Manuel
Miranda, and shares Ms. Cordero’s
attachment to the material. After first
seeing In The Heights as a sopho-

more in college, ‘Usnavi’ became
one of Mr. Vetter’s dream roles.

“I grew up in Union City which is
a Hispanic neighborhood, so I could
relate to a lot of the characters and
story lines. I had a cultural connec-
tion. When I was younger, I always
had this dream of moving to Puerto
Rico and living there. I love it, and
still consider it home, but at the same
time I consider Union City as my
home.”

Written by Lin-Manuel Miranda
and Quiara Alegría Hudes, directed
by Howard Whitmore with choreog-
raphy by Melanie Jefferson and mu-
sic direction by Carl Phillips, In The
Heights runs July 19, 20, 25, 26 and
27 at 8 p.m. and Saturday, July 21, at
3 p.m. in the Linden High School
Auditorium presented by the Linden
Cultural Committee.

Tickets are $15 General Admis-
sion; $12 students 17 and under; call
(908) 486.4144 or
visitwww.mysticvisionplayers.com.

WCP Announces Auditions
For Barefoot in the Park

WESTFIELD - Westfield Commu-
nity Players (WCP) will hold audi-
tions for its first 2013-14 season pro-
duction of Neil Simon’s romantic-
comedy, Barefoot in the Park.

Barefoot in the Park was nomi-
nated for the 1964 Tony Award for
Best Play. It is about Paul and Corie
Bratter who are newlyweds in every
sense of the word. He is a straight-as-
an-arrow lawyer and she is a free
spirit always looking for the latest
kick. Their new apartment is her most
recent find-too expensive with bad
plumbing and in need of a paint job.

After a six day honeymoon, they
get a surprise visit from Corie’s loopy
mother and decide to play match-
maker during a dinner with their
neighbor-in-the-attic Velasco, where
everything that can go wrong, does.
Paul just doesn’t understand Corie,
as she sees it. He is too staid, too
boring and she just wants him to be a
little more spontaneous, running
“barefoot in the park” would be a
start...

Cast requisites:
Corie Bratter – a free spirit, newly-

wed to Paul (stage age: mid-20s to
early 30s); Paul Bratter – a lawyer,
newlywed to Corie (stage age: mid-
20s to mid-30s); Mrs. Banks – Corie’s
mother (stage age: late 40s – early
50s); Victor Velasco – the neighbor in
the attic [stage age: late 50s – early
60s); Telephone Repair Man – (stage
age: mid-30s to mid-40s) and Deliv-
ery Man – (stage age: 50s – early 60s).

Auditions will be held Monday, July
8, and Tuesday, July 9, at Westfield
Community Players, 1000 North Av-
enue West, Westfield. Those interested
should visit
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org/
WCPauditions.html for more details
and pre-audition form.

Rehearsals are scheduled to begin
mid-July, and production dates are
October 5, 12, 13, 19, 25 and 26.

Barefoot in the Park will be directed
by WCP resident play director Steve
Lemenille and produced by Kay
Macrae.

Premiere Stages Kicks Off Season
With Interactive Reading

UNION – Premiere Stages will
open its ninth season as the profes-
sional theatre company in residence
at Kean University with a free staged
reading of Darren Canady’s power-
ful new play Ontario Was Here. Se-
lected from over 400 submissions,
Ontario Was Here is the first of two
scripts scheduled for expanded de-
velopment as part of the 2013 Pre-
miere Stages Play Festival. The Fes-
tival is an annual competition for un-
produced scripts by playwrights with
ties to the greater metropolitan area
and perfectly embodies the theatre’s
passionate and long-standing com-

mitment to supporting emerging art-
ists through the development and pro-
duction of new plays.

Ontario Was Here runs Friday, June
21 at 7 p.m., Saturday, June 22, at 7
p.m., and Sunday, June 2,3 at 3 p.m.
in the Murphy Dunn Theatre, lo-
cated in Kean University’s Vaughn
Eames Building, 1000 Morris Av-
enue, Union, N.J. Admission and
parking are free. Reservations are
strongly recommended, as seating is
limited. Please call (908) 737-4092
to reserve, or visit www.kean.edu/
premierestages for more informa-
tion.

HELPING OTHERS...Bridges Outreach, Inc. received tribute for its years of
service recently from the New Jersey State Senate at an awards ceremony.
Pictured, left to right, are: WCW members, Anne Magnotti, Sally Brown and
Roseleen Flaherty.

Woman’s Club of Westfield
Receives Award

WESTFIELD - Bridges Outreach,
Inc. recently celebrated its twenty fifth
anniversary of working to help feed the
homeless people . The organization
received tribute for its years of service
from the New Jersey State Senate. An
awards ceremony was held at The
Claremont Corporate Center in Sum-
mit where a group of students and adult
volunteers were honored for their work
over the years.

The Woman’s Club of Westfield
(WCW) received recognition and was
acknowledged for its work making
lunches for the past 12 years reaching
a total of over 30,000 bagged lunches.
At each lunch preparation, there are
between eight to 10 WCW volunteers
preparing over 200 lunches.

Some of the schools praised for par-
ticipating in the program were:
Delbarton, Roselle Catholic, Gil St.
Bernard, Paramus Catholic, Bonnie
Brae, Oratory Prep, Oak Knoll School

of the Holy Child and Kent Place.
In addition to the lunches, Bridges

goes beyond to also provide clothing,
toiletries children’s toys and more. The
sentiment of Bridges is expressed in
the words, “Bringing the Housed and
the Homeless Together in the Com-
munity”

WF Community Band
Offers Free Concerts
WESTFIELD - The Westfield

Community Band will offer free sum-
mer concerts on Thursdays June 27,
July 4, 11 and 18, at  7:30 p.m. in
Mindowaskin Park, East Broad Street,
Westfield.

Featuring contemporary and clas-
sical selections, overtures, Broadway
shows, popular music and traditional
marches. Bring a lawn chairs or a
blankets.


