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Union Underclassmen Face Essex in Baseball
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

scoreless ball, yielding only one walk,
while recording three strikeouts.

“It was pretty cool. We are all pals.
It’s a good experience to do that,
because we play against each other
all year. Here we all can have fun and
play with each other,” DeMartino said.

Trotter finished with a pair of
singles and scored the game’s first
run, when he singled, stole second
base and came home after junior Marc
Giacalone (New Providence) banged
a triple to the leftfield wall in the top
of the first inning. Trotter also scored
in the fifth inning.

“It’s awesome playing with the best
kids in Union County. It’s great com-
petition, and it is a pleasure to be
here,” Trotter said.

Zazzali, playing second base, initi-
ated a second-to-first double play in
the fourth inning then caught an Essex
base runner attempting to steal in the
fifth after a fine throw from Ridge,
who was the catcher at the time.

“This was something that I really
looked forward to throughout the
whole year, playing with obviously
the best kids in Union County. It’s an
honor just to be here and play. It’s
nice to have them on our team now,”
Zazzali said.

“It’s a good feeling. Different! Dif-
ferent to be with these guys, but it’s

pretty much knowing that when the
ball gets hit, it will be caught. It’s
great to be out here,” Ridge said.

Union Catholic Viking Ryan Kahn,
a junior, pitched the third and fourth
innings and permitted only a single to
junior Nick Meo of Millburn. Viking
junior first baseman Anthony Colletti
singled in the fourth, and walked and
scored in the seventh.

Ravetier led off the fifth inning
with a single. Trotter followed with a
single, and both scored to give Union
a 3-0 lead. But Essex capitalized in
the sixth with three runs on two singles
and four free passes, and it all began
with junior Anthony Rossi (Nutley),
who hopped a leadoff single.

In the seventh, Colletti walked,
Maxwell took a curveball to the back
and sophomore Kevin Campbell
(Elizabeth) walked to load the bases
with no one out. Sophomore Steve
Weisensee (AL Johnson) drew a base-
on-balls for an easy RBI. Junior Pat
Mahoney (Governor Livingston)
brought Maxwell home with a sacri-
fice fly to right field then Campbell
also scored when the right fielder’s
throw soared off course.

“It’s a great feeling to be with people
we play against. It’s probably the top
competition in Union County to get
together. It’s nice to play here. This

stadium is a lot better to play on than
other stadiums we’ve played at this
year,” Maxwell said.

Trailing 6-3, Essex plated a run in
the bottom of the inning when Rossi
doubled and scored on junior Kevin
Fox’s (West Essex) single to right. In
the eight, Essex unloaded with four
singles and added a walk to score four
runs for an 8-6 lead.

Ravetier stepped to the mound in
the ninth and held Essex scoreless,
thanks to a fine play by Bowman at
second base to end the inning.

“It’s pretty cool! There are a lot of
talented guys here. We competed
against them all season. Now we could
fuse all our talents together and try to
compete against another county,”
Bowman said.

“It was pretty cool getting to know
some of the guys you play against.
When it comes to this game, it’s a
great feeling being honored. To play
with the top players in Union County,
it’s a good feeling,” Ravetier said.

Both teams got a final at-bat in the
10th, but neither plated a run. Essex
County finished with 11 hits and
Union County finished with seven
hits.

Union 100 020 300 0 6
Essex 000 003 140 0 8

WILLIAMSON FINISHED 11-0, DiFRANCESCO LED IN B.A.

Cougars ‘Made it to the Top’
In Baseball, Finished at 25-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four senior starters and one junior
starter turned in batting averages (BA)
over .400, while superb pitching and
fielding limited opposition to an av-
erage of 2.33 earned runs per game
for this year’s Cranford High School
baseball team that finished on top of
the heap as the No. 1 team in New
Jersey.

Of the solid senior class, four were
on the varsity team their freshman
season when the Cougars won the
NJSIAA Group 3 championship, their
seventh Union County Tournament
(UCT) title and finished 26-5. An-
other UCT crown was seized in 2011,
along with a 20-5 record. Last year,
the Cougars added another Group 3
title and finished 22-4. This year the
Cougars won their eighth UCT title
and third Group 3 title in the four-
year span to finish 25-1.

Senior Ryan Williamson had a hand
in all three Group 3 titles and all three

UCT titles. Williamson, who is ex-
pected to play at North Carolina State
next year but was drafted in the 28th
round by the Texas Rangers, finished
his stellar career with a 4-2 victory
over Burlington Township in the
Group 3 championship game to up
his season record to 11-0. He fin-
ished with a 0.58 ERA in 75.3 in-
nings, struck out 88 and walked 22.
Williamson was 6-0 last year with a
0.60 ERA and finished his four-year
career with a 25-4 record.

Williamson was also very handy
with the “metal stick” with a .419 BA
(36-for-86), including 11 doubles,
two triples and two home runs, and
added 27 RBI and 14 runs scored.

“You look back at his four-year
career, I would be very interested to
see anyone who had a more success-
ful four-year career. A pitcher in three
championship wins! He had a .5 ERA
then a .4 ERA. People forget about
that he can flat out hit. He is an
outstanding outfielder, and he is an

outstanding person,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

Senior Andrew DiFrancesco led
the team with a .446 BA (37-for-83),
including 10 doubles and a triple,
with 22 RBI and 25 runs scored. He
was also second on the team with 14
stolen bases His sophomore season
he had a .483 BA and last year he had
a .450 BA. DiFrancesco will play at
Brookdale Community College in
Lyndhurst.

“You can’t overlook Andrew
DiFrancesco. From his first bat his
freshman year, we called him to pinch
hit against a very solid Morristown
team. He got up there and hit a line
drive up the middle. He would wake
up in the morning and hit every day
before school. He could flat out hit.
He had an unbelievable four years at
Cranford,” Coach McCaffrey said.

Senior catcher Chris Folinusz, who
will play for Rutgers University next
year, finished with a .434 BA (36-for-

David B. Corbin (March 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLASSIC SENIOR CLASS…The Cougar baseball seniors finished their sparkling career as the No. 1 team in New Jersey.
Pictured, left to right, are: front row, Brian Carino, George Georgeadis, Andrew DiFrancesco and Bobby Bruns; back row,
Matt DiMartino, Sean Feeney, John Armstrong, Ryan Williamson, Chris Folinusz and Alex Plick.
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      Stately Westfield Colonial

This Pristine 1932 Westfield Center Hall Colonial is set 
on a quiet tree lined street and has all the charm of the 
1900‘s and the amenities of 2013! The foyer welcomes 
you into a main level that is warmed by Brazilian 
Cherry Wood floors, a gracious Living Room with gas 
fireplace and adjoining Den, formal Dining Room with 
chair rail, and a “State of the Art” Kitchen with creamy 
cabinets, granite counter tops, and upscale SS 
appliances. A deck off the kitchen invites you out to a 
professionally landscaped backyard and a great place 
to entertain. The center hall staircase provides entree 
to four bedrooms and two full baths including a master 
suite.

$959000.

Charming Scotch Plains Cape 

Set on a quiet tree lined street, this sweet Cape Cod  
home welcomes you with gleaming hardwood floors, 
and an open floor plan for the spacious Living Room, 
Dining Room, and eat-in Kitchen that opens to a 
wonderful deck with private backyard. Two 
Bedrooms and a full Bath (including a Master 
Bedroom) complete the first level while the upper 
level boasts a spacious bedroom and possible office 
area. The beautifully  finished lower level offers a 
large Recreation Room that’s great for playroom, 
man cave, or guest room plus a new full bath and 
Laundry Room area. 

 $409,000.

    Westfield “Arts and Crafts”

Located in the “Gardens” area of Westfield, this lovely 
home invites you in with an open front porch to a 
spacious foyer with a period staircase. The Living Room 
is warmed by a gas fireplace with creamy wood mantle 
and provides entree to a sunny Den, formal Dining Room, 
wonderful large Family Room with fireplace, and “State of 
the Art” eat in Kitchen boasting wood cabinets, granite 
counters, and SS appliances. The second floor offers four 
large bedrooms and two full baths which includes a 
Master suite while the lower level Recreation Room is a 
great place for play and includes a laundry area plus 
powder room.

    $1,095,000.

Westfield “Arts and Crafts”
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SLIDING IN FOR THE SCORE...Raider Kevin Maxwell, No. 19, slides home for the score in the fifth inning in the Union
County/Essex County Underclassmen game at Kean University in Union on June 15.


