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Why Didn’t Dolan Include SRO
Objectors Comments in Synopsis?

It’s Easier to Ignore Constitution By
Doing Quick Fix Amendment

Carl Sandburg’s Poem Comes to Mind
On Newtown Anniversary

Thanks to the rainy weather this spring,
Union County’s parks are even more lush
and green than ever before. Whether you
are looking for a peaceful oasis from the
hustle and bustle or the chance to explore
an exciting new activity, our more than
6,000 acres of parklands are just a short
walk, bike ride or drive away from every
neighborhood.

Our immensely popular Family Flix
and Summer Arts free outdoor movie and
music series are returning once again
starting on Tuesday, July 9 and continu-
ing through August, alternating between
Echo Lake, Oak Ridge, Warinanco,
Meisel and Conant parks.

One highlight will be National Night
Out on Thursday, August 8 at Meisel
Park, where the whole family can enjoy
an evening of children’s activities and
exhibits along with an outdoor movie.

Rock hounds can find a new activity
this year in the Watchung Reservation
called the Geology Trail. This self-guided
walking tour features QR codes that con-
nect you with more information about the
distinctive geological features of Union
County.

Other additions to our parks over the
past several years are the History Trail at
Watchung Reservation, an Olympic scale
archery range, skateboard parks, boat
ramps for convenient access to Lake Sur-
prise and the Passaic River, and our own
piece of the East Coast Greenway, a
nationally significant bike route that
stretches up the Atlantic coast all the way
from Florida to Maine.

The freeholder board has also been
working to create a full roster of recre-
ation programming for county residents
with special needs. This year the many
offerings range from fishing and golf to
cooking and yoga along with special
events such as dances, festivals and na-
ture programs.

And of course, all summer long, we
have all the traditional outdoor activities
at our fingertips, which are free or
affordably priced: swimming pools, play-
grounds equipped with spray features,
and scores of athletic fields for team
sports as well as picnicking, biking, hik-
ing, fishing, boating, bird watching and
even horseback riding.

Letters to the Editor Union County News

Linda Carter, Chairman
Union County Freeholder Board

County Parks Offer
Lots of Things to Do

There is much, much more to explore
in Union County parks this summer and
all year long, and I encourage you to visit
ucnj.org/parks, or call the Department of
Parks and Community Renewal at (908)
527-4900 to learn more about all of the
opportunities for healthy outdoor fun right
here in Union County.

Having taken on a life of its own, the
attempt by the board of education to
reinstate the position of SRO, has be-
come an issue of public disclosure more
than a review of the merits of the position
or the program. In her synopsis of the
board meeting of June 11, Dr. Dolan does
an exemplary job of recapping the more
than two-hour dialog that occurred, or at
least half of it. I have copied the synopsis
below for your readers to see for them-
selves. In fact, the review makes me
wonder if perhaps I was at a different
meeting. One in which not only were
there a dozen or so residents who came to
object and be heard, but three members of
the board itself, had issue, concerns or
questions, none of which Dr. Dolan seems
to feel warrant any space in her synopsis.

It is my understanding that Dr. Dolan
produces these documents in an effort to
ensure the many Westfield residents who
are not able to attend these meetings are
well informed. Perhaps I am in err as to
their purpose, however, one thing is clear
the summary below is not in any way
complete. For anyone wishing to review
the video of the meeting it is also posted
on the district’s page (the dialog on this
issue begins roughly 47 minutes into the
video, and ends two hours and 33 min-
utes later.)

Reinstatement Of School Resource
Officer

“I began my report by stating that we
were very fortunate to have a School Re-
source Officer (SRO) in the district for 10
years. He was a fabric of Westfield High
School. He was not an armed guard, nor
are we suggesting one now. Unfortunately,
the SRO position was eliminated due to
budget cuts a few years ago. Each year the
WHS principal and I have looked at ways
to include the position in the development
of the budget, and when we saw a reduc-
tion in salary accounts for 2013-2014 we
reached out to the Westfield Police De-
partment to see if we could work out an
arrangement for shared services. The
district’s share would be $50,000, which
would provide us with an invaluable re-
source for our students, staff and adminis-
tration. This amount was included in the
2013-2014 budget, which was approved
by the board on March 21. The position
was included in a Powerpoint budget pre-
sentation at the March 5, 2013 board meet-
ing (which I replayed on June 11).

The SRO is a multi-faceted position,
which has proven to be extremely benefi-
cial to our students, staff, and administra-
tion. There are three main functions: law
enforcement officer, law related counse-
lor, and law related educator.

According to the NJ SAFE Task Force
Report published April 2013, ‘The SRO
program is essentially a type of commu-
nity policing where the officer’s beat is a
school. These officers become an inte-
gral part of the school community. The
emphasis is on positive interactions with
students and staff.’ Also quoting from
the NJ SAFE Task Force Report, ‘Fur-
thermore, experience shows that SROs
earn trust among the student population
so that students who would otherwise be
reluctant to call police or a ‘tip line’ feel

comfortable sharing information that
might help to nip a problem – such as
bullying, threats of violence, or aberrant
behavior – before it escalates to senseless
violence. The point is simply that far
from disrupting a school environment,
these officers contribute to that environ-
ment as full-fledged and well-respected
members of the school community.’

Westfield Chief of Police David
Wayman explained that the SRO is an
officer who undergoes special training
for a school environment, who estab-
lishes relationships with students in a
positive non-confrontational setting,
gains student trust, instructs specialized
programs on crime prevention and sub-
stance abuse, is a valuable resource in
confronting potential or actual illegal
occurrences, becomes acutely familiar
with the physical characteristics of the
school, enhances safety, and assists in
dealing with emergencies. A trained SRO
is a police officer. When any police of-
ficer has been in our schools – in a DARE
program, explaining bicycle safety, etc.,
he/she has been armed because he/she is
on duty.

WHS Principal Peter Renwick stated
that he worked 15 years alongside a SRO.
Based on this experience, Mr. Renwick
reiterated the value of the position and
the resources a SRO provides: serves as a
role model; assists in interventions/me-
diations; promotes respect through citi-
zenship; shares knowledge of the law;
knows and has a comfort level with the
building; assists others; promotes a safe
environment; develops positive relation-
ships with students, faculty, staff and
administration; addresses potential issues
that could develop, and would be able to
address a serious threat much faster being
in the building.

Director of Counseling Maureen
Mazzarese worked alongside the previ-
ous SRO at WHS. The SRO was a valued
member of the Student Assistance Team
and the Crisis Management Team. She
stated that the SRO was sought after by
club advisors, nurses, teachers, parents,
and students. He was a familiar face in the
halls. The students shared with him con-
cerns they had of their friends. He helped
the administration and the staff to under-
stand cyber-technology and the law. His
interventions were often successful in
preventing a criminal offense. Ms.
Mazzarese added that WHS is a bigger
place now and the need is even greater.

Board member Brendan Galligan, who
was a student at the time that a SRO was at
WHS, said that as a victim of a crime, he
was personally helped by the SRO, who
continued to check on him a week later.
Mr. Galligan stated that the SRO was ‘a
real asset to the school community.’

Following additional comments and
questions by the board and public – both
in support of and in opposition to the
motion – the board tabled the reinstate-
ment of the SRO until the next meeting
on Monday, June 24, to permit further
communication on the topic.”

Jonathan Blitt
Candidate for Westfield BOE

The Sixteenth Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution [which was rati-
fied 43 years after the Fifteenth
Amendment] states: “The Congress
shall have the power to lay and col-
lect taxes on incomes, from whatever
source derived, without apportion-
ment among the several states, and
without regard to any census or enu-
meration.”

It was ratified February 3, 1913
with World War I and its need for
massive funding imminent. In its first
year it applied to about 3,000 taxpay-
ers, the “super filthy rich,” and the
percentage of the tax rate was very
small. Nowhere does it imply or state
that its purpose was other than to
raise revenue. “We’ve come a long

way baby in a hundred years.”
Amendment X States: “The pow-

ers not delegated to the United States
by the Constitution, nor prohibited
by it to the States, are reserved to the
States respectively, OR TO THE
PEOPLE.” [emphasis added].

Any vagueness concerning the in-
tent of the amendment word meaning
is clarified by reading related docu-
ments at the preparation and ratifica-
tion times. In addition, the Constitu-
tion provides for its amendment if
enough citizens don’t like parts or all
of it. Alias, it’s easier to ignore it and
do the quick fix!

Tim Harrington
Madison (Westfield property owner)

Since it is now six months since the
Newton, Conn. massacre, it is timely
to read the words of our poet Carl
Sandburg regarding a revolver.

“A Revolver”
Here Is A Revolver.
It has an amazing language all its

own.
It delivers unmistakable ultima-

tums.
It is the last word.
A simple, little human forefinger

can tell a terrible story with it.

Hunger, fear, revenge, robbery hide
behind it.

It is the claw of the jungle made
quick and powerful.

It is the club of the savage turned to
magnificent precision.

It is more rapid than any judge or
court of law.

It is less subtle and treacherous
than any one lawyer or ten.”

When it has spoken, the case can-
not be appealed to the Supreme Court,
Nor any mandamus nor any injunc-
tion nor any stay of execution in and
interfere with the original purpose.

And nothing in human philosophy
persists more than the old belief that
God is always on the side of those
who have the most revolvers.

Rosemarie Dazzo
NJ Residents for Action

Westfield

GWACC News
WESTFIELD — The following

slate of New Officers will be ap-
proved at the Friday June 21 meeting
of the Greater Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce (GWACC):

Chairman: Christopher Devine,
Wells Fargo Advisors.

1st Vice-Chair: Carol Kearney,
Unique Cruise & Travel.

2nd Vice-Chair: Paula Ehoff,
Westfield Area Y.

Treasurer: Harriett Schulman, CPA.
Assistant Treasurer: Robert Dowdy,

Two River Community Bank.
Secretary: Rebecca Seasholtz,

Bayada Home Health Care.

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Avenue E.
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

Farmers’ Market
Vouchers for Seniors
UNION COUNTY – Income-eligible

senior adults can obtain free vouchers to
purchase “Jersey Fresh” fruits, vegetables
and herbs at local Farmers’ Markets in
Union County. The State of New Jersey
2013 Farmers’ Market Program funds
the vouchers. Each eligible senior will
receive four vouchers worth $5 each, for
a total of $20. The program was designed
in four increments to enable seniors to
purchase produce in smaller amounts,
helping to ensure freshness.

To be eligible for the vouchers, an
individual must be a resident of Union
County, age 60 years or older, and have
an annual income not exceeding $21,257.
For a married couple, the annual income
cannot exceed $28,694.

To apply for the vouchers, fill out an
advance registration form available at any
local Senior Nutrition site or Senior Cen-
ter after June 14. For information about
the voucher program, contact Kathleen
Malkiewicz, (908) 527-4877. For infor-
mation on other county senior nutrition
programs and senior services, call the UC
Division on Aging toll free at1-888-280-
8226 or visit online at ucnj.org.

You must present proof of income
such as a Medicaid card, SSI card, Food
Stamp (now SNAP) verification, or pen-
sion and Social Security statement.

Locations Locally
Thursday, July 18 from 9:30 a.m. to

11:30 a.m., Westfield Senior Center, 558
W. Broad Street, Westfield.

Wednesday, July 24 from 10 a.m. to
noon, Plainfield Senior Center, 400 E.
Front Street, Plainfield.

Wednesday, July 31 from 10 a.m. to
noon: Golden Age Towers, 200 E. Milton
Street, Rahway.

www.goleader.com


