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Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Dothienenteritis – Inflammation of

the intestines; typhoid fever
2. Decaudate – To deprive of a tail
3. Ascham – A receptacle for archery

implements
4. Ululation – Howling or hooting

THRALL
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. To enslave
3. A loud clanging noise
4. To disregard or consider unimpor-

tant
CASSE-TETE

1. The head of a household
2. Hard-headed; stubborn
3. A bludgeon or club having a stone

fastened to a wooden handle
4. Any headband

INNITENCY
1. A resting upon; pressure
2. The quality of being wise; common

sense
3. An unsettled or confused state
4. A private road or lane

HOWM
1. A hermit; loner
2. A given site or location
3. A Scottish thatched hut
4. A lowland by a waterside

What Is the Parking Plan
For Fanwood Crossings?

Westfield Needs to Add Bike-Only
Lanes, Signs to Protect Cyclists

Free Yankee Tickets
From Westfield PAL
The Westfield PAL has free Yan-

kees tickets available for the Wednes-
day, June 26th game vs Texas Rang-
ers at 7:05 p.m. Those interested
should contact Allen Chin at (busi-
ness) (212) 732-2800 or (residence)
(908) 232-5358, e-mail
achin@ggsharp.com. There is a nomi-
nal charge for the bus.

Allen Chin
Westfield

Pay Stations Take The
New Small Dollar Coins

The lovely pay stations on our
streets and parking lots all take the
new small dollar coin. The Westfield
parking authority does not say so on
the stations.

The coin can save a lot of harsh
words on wet and humid days fight-
ing to get the pay station to take a
paper dollar bill.

I now understand Cool Hand Luke’s
reason for cutting the heads off the
parking meters at the beginning of
the movie, frustration!

Pete Hogaboom
Westfield

Hiring of An Armed Cop Was Never
Discussed In Any BOE Committee

Political Parties Paid
For by Federal Reserve

The recent arrest of 14-year-old
Jared Marcum for wearing a pro 2nd
Amendment NRA T-Shirt in school
reminds me of the first day I heard
that you could get in trouble for flip-
ping the bird. In fact, the term “Ter-
roristic Threat” has gotten so vague
that you have to be careful nowadays
on how you look at someone!

Remember the apprehension you
feel when you even wish someone a
simple “Merry Christmas?” I am also
reminded of Woody Allan’s movie
Sleeper upon hearing the news that
very shortly your cell phone will be
turning on and our “fearless” [Presi-
dent Barack] Obama will be giving
us updates about his transformation
of what was once America. And Sena-
tor John McCain said nothing ter-
rible would happen if Obama got
elected the first time!

Has anyone reminded Sen. McCain
of his statement? Obviously, McCain
is also part of the problem. Both
major political parties are bought and
paid for by the New World Order of
the Federal Reserve and Goldman
Sachs!

Joseph DuPont
Towanda, Pa.

Every major decision that the
Westfield Board of Education makes
is fully vetted by a board committee.
We receive information from the ad-
ministration, ask questions, review
new information, and then we come
to a consensus and make a recom-
mendation to the full board. The full
board then discusses the issue and
votes in public. Yet, the decision of
whether or not to hire an armed po-
lice officer, called a School Resource
Officer (SRO), has not been discussed
by any board committee. Board mem-
bers were first given details about the
SRO after our meeting on May 21st
and were then asked to make a deci-
sion at the following meeting on June
11th. It is true that the position was
touched on briefly during the budget
hearings, but was never discussed in
any detail. The district has not had an
SRO for five years. Our question is
very simple. Why the rush to make
this decision now?

During our combined 12 years on
the board of education neither of us
can recall a single document, speaker,
parent, or school official asking the
board to reinstate the SRO. We sim-
ply want to treat this important issue
with the time and respect it deserves.
That seems to be the fair approach
and, most importantly, will provide
the full transparency needed to help
guide our decision-making process.

While doing a bit of our own re-
search, one of the most disturbing
things that we have read is that stu-
dent arrests go up when an SRO is on
site. At the high school, we’re dealing
with teenagers. Some of them, just
like adults, will make mistakes. They
may get in a fight, write graffiti on a
bathroom wall, disrupt a classroom,
or make a bad choice about drugs or
alcohol. We think these incidents are
better dealt with by administrators,
teachers and counselors than a police
officer who has the ability to arrest
the students. If the situation esca-
lates, the police can always be called
in, as they are now. The negative
effects of arrests cannot be under-
stated. Students may not understand
that their private conversations with
the SRO, who is a police officer, may
result in the information they share

being used against them in the future.
The other issue is the affect a uni-

formed officer has on the school cli-
mate. In our opinion, having the of-
ficer on site, in full uniform, creates a
negative feeling. Instead of a police
officer, we would advocate reinstat-
ing the Student Assistance Counselor
(SAC). A SAC is a counselor who
spends all of their time helping stu-
dents with problems. If our children
need mentoring, counseling, or peer
mediation, let’s hire someone who
has been trained to work with teens.
According to Police Chief Wayman,
the average SRO receives seven to 10
days of training in counseling and
education. Let there be no mistake
about it – SROs are first and foremost
police officers. That is their training
and their experience.

Before this board votes whether or
not to hire an SRO many questions
need to be answered. We have sub-
mitted questions to the administra-
tion, which will hopefully be an-
swered on June 24th. We feel that
before a vote takes place the commu-
nity should be given ample time to
provide input and decide if having an
SRO is what the community wants.
We would like to see the creation of a
Citizens Advisory Committee to de-
bate this issue and make a recom-
mendation to the board of education.
It may take a year to recruit commit-
tee members, meet, and educate such
a committee, but it would be time
well spent. Whatever happens then
would be a community decision.

Lastly, we in no way want our deci-
sion to oppose the SRO now to be taken
as a negative view of the full board and
of our superintendent. We both know
how hard Dr. Dolan works and how
many volunteer hours board members
put in during a school year. We just don’t
agree on this particular issue and feel the
need to express our opinions publicly.
This board as a whole believes in full
transparency and recognizes the impor-
tance of all stakeholders.

Ann Ormsby Cary
Mitch Slater

Westfield Board of Education

Editor’s Note: Is there such a thing
as an “unarmed cop?”

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent
to Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mayor
and municipal officials.

I want to let you know that the
short-term park signage issue at
Fanwood Crossings has been ad-
dressed by the landlord. Unfortu-
nately, parking issues still persist be-
cause of an unclear understanding of
the proper parking procedures due to
the lack of communication by both
the town and landlord.

Can you or someone please tell me
if there is a detailed approved park-
ing plan outlining the new municipal
lot behind 250 South Avenue. I can-
not get a straight answer from any-
one. I have spoken with town offi-
cials, merchants, commuters, shop-
pers, town and 250 South Avenue
residents and no one knows your
plan. Seems like the town is stone-
walling and does want to respond
openly. To ask residents to wait for
completion of the next building phase
is not reasonable to ask. Transpar-
ency is required here and nothing
else is acceptable.

Please let me know who can give
me these answers.

Doug Bernstein
Fanwood

* * * * *
Mayor’s June 3 Reply

Your visit to the planning board on
the [May] 22nd was brought to my
attention the next day. I was sorry to
hear of the parking challenges you,
your parents, and other residents have
been experiencing.

On the [May] 30th I met to discuss
the situation with the police chief and
borough engineer. We then invited
your landlord to join us and I am
happy to report that within two weeks
you should be hearing from your
landlord on a revised parking plan
that will clarify resident and handi-
capped parking.

I know you are aware that there is
more construction in the works; two
new buildings and the reconstruction
of the entire municipal parking lot.
Until their completion the parking
will not be 100 percent settled, but it
is my hope that the interim plan will
address your immediate concerns.

Please feel free to contact me di-
rectly if, after hearing from your land-
lord, you feel that the problem per-
sists.

Mayor Colleen Mahr
Fanwood

A pair of horrific bicycle/car acci-
dents, here last month, and this high-
lighted an even more urgent need for
action to better safeguard an indis-
pensable Westfield resource, its par-
ents.

Both the bicyclists terribly injured
in those accidents are men in their
prime, and each is the father of two
children under 10. The agonizing
irony of these terrible accidents is
that both could have been averted if
Westfield had an elemental safety
strategy that has been in place in
thousands of other communities
around the world for many decades,
namely a network of bicycle-only
traffic lanes and signs alerting drivers
of the legal requirement to share the
road with cyclists.

A particularly galling aspect of this
irony is that the Westfield train sta-
tion now boasts scores of bike locks
and lockers – effectively inviting even
greater reliance on bicycles in com-
muting – yet without any commensu-
rate action to safeguard the bicyclists
they attract.

To me (my husband Eric – father of
our three young children – also was
injured by a car while bicycling on
the Jersey Shore last year) there is no
defensible delay in committing to
designing and installing an appropri-
ate network of bicycle lanes in
Westfield. Westfield should also con-
sider adding “share the road” signs
throughout town to increase driver
awareness of cyclists as well as
harsher punishments for aggressive
and careless driving. As a resident of

Westfield since 2001, it is impossible
to not recognize the increase in vol-
ume and aggressive driving through-
out the town. So I call on Mayor
Skibitsky and Westfield’s Town
Council’s Public Safety Committee,
chaired by Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan, to take up these urgent re-
sponsibilities now.

Westfield must no longer know-
ingly tolerate the risk of maiming or
killing our bicycling dads, moms – or
children.

Meridith Bridge
Westfield

Garwood Voters
Thanked for Turning

Out In Primary
The Garwood GOP would like to

thank those residents who came out
on Primary Election Day, June 4th,
and cast their votes for our candi-
dates, incumbent councilman Steven
Blaufeder and Michael Martin. Both
Steve and Mike were candidates who
possess the qualities desired in coun-
cil members to include the ability to
serve the borough with integrity, hon-
esty and to work as a part of a team.

We thank Councilman Blaufeder
and Mr. Martin for being willing to
step up as well as all the other candi-
dates who also competed on all levels
and wish them all good luck in their
future endeavors.

John Quattrocchi
Chairman, Garwood Republican

Committee

End The Nonsense And Move
Senate Election to Nov. 2014

Governor Chris Christie’s decision to hold a spe-
cial election on Wednesday, October 16, to fill the
remaining 14 months on the term of the late Senator
Frank Lautenberg has created a lot of rhetoric on
both sides of the political aisle and kept editorial
page writers busy.

While Democrats are focusing on the financial
cost of holding an August Primary, which they are
not contesting, as well as the October election (said
to be $12 million each), the Governor has said he
wants to have a Primary so voters and not party
bosses select the political party nominees.

But, in our view, both the Democrats and the
Governor are really playing politics. The Governor
clearly wants a high percentage of votes – 60 percent
or better – in hopes of the GOP taking control of the
state Senate and Assembly for the first time in 13
years. The Governor obviously does not want New-
ark Mayor Cory Booker – the likely winner of the
four-candidate Democratic Primary – on the same
ballot as himself, as that could cut into his lead and
dim the hopes of a Republican-controlled State
Legislature next year.

But Democrats are not the innocents in this debate,
either. They want the Senate race to be held on
Tuesday, November 4, 2013, as they also fear the

loss of the State Senate and possibly the Assembly.
They also are hopeful that Mayor Booker could
bring excitement back to the Democratic ticket to
keep Senator Barbara Buono from being decimated
in the Governor’s race.

“The Reverse Switcheroo:” If these scenarios are
not crazy enough, there also is legislation sponsored
by state Senator Shirley Turner (D-15, Trenton) to
move the November election to the October 16
special election date. We believe this bill is just for
show, as Governor Christie will be waiting eagerly
with his veto pen the minute it hits his desk. The
legislation was advanced out of committee by the
Democrats in both the Senate and Assembly on
Monday.

In our view, Governor Christie should end this
nonsense – lower the hammer on this child’s play –
eliminate both special elections. The Governor should
extend the term of appointed Senator Jeff Chiesa to
November 2014 and be done with it. Hold the
election for the full six-year term in November 2014
for U.S. Senator as scheduled.

After all, this is New Jersey politics. New Jersey
has lots of experience with “Switcheroos” and act-
ing elected officials such as with Governors Donald
DiFrancesco and Richard Codey.

Live Long and Prosper, Class of
2013; Don’t Forget Your Roots

We at The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times congratulate the class of 2013, which
is graduating from Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High Schools. They may not know of First
Officer Spock, but they will make their way in the
world and the stars beyond – and have their own
heroes.

As WHS graduates cross the stage to receive their
diplomas, they may be wearing a wooden apple
nametag around their necks. Although this token
may be as secret to others as the vow of the Masons,
it represents the fact that they have been attending
Westfield schools for 13 years.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood graduates will have other
thoughts, perhaps of their beloved former mascot,
the Raider Indian Chief, now a thing of the past.

Graduates have experienced years of awkward
school pictures, fire drills and morning announce-
ments. They have endured tests, the turbulent and
embarrassing middle-school years, and PSATs.

As they sit through graduation excited for the
future, they don’t mind that they’re about to be
locked in a building with their entire grade at the
BASH. We ask graduates to take a moment to reflect
upon the times they’ve had, because they really were
golden years. Also, please be safe while celebrating!

College will be the choice for most and it will be
great. Still, we’re sure that the graduates will not
forget where they came from.

The community has always been supportive of its
students, as exemplified by the numerous scholar-
ships awarded to graduating seniors every year. This

year is no different – hundreds of students have been
recognized for their accomplishments.

As they embark on their life’s next journey, the
class of 2013 should remember that their work ethic
could be attributed to helpful teachers, parents and
the community. Their competitive streak might be
associated with the Northside/Southside rivalries in
Westfield and Scotch Plains. This year’s graduates’
social personality can be traced back to kindergarten
friends, who will be walking alongside them at
ceremonies.

Graduates will change and mature more in the
next few years – more than they could ever imagine,
but as they’re frantically Facebook-ing their entire
college, it’s important not to forget the people they
spent the past decade with.

While some graduates might be itching to leave
these people behind with the thought that they will
never see them again, the reality is they will. They
may even end up working at the same place as their
kindergarten cubby-buddy. The girl they weren’t
exactly friendly to in middle school might be the
hostess at their favorite restaurant.

Some of the people they crossed off their list of
ever seeing again could show up at their college’s
Spring Weekend.

So wherever the next few years may take our
graduates – and they will take them to some interest-
ing places – we remind them to always remember
their roots. To the class of 2013, we say: Good luck
on all your future endeavors.

“Live Long and Prosper.”

Illegal Aliens,
Undocumented Workers,
Unbanked Americans?

TERMS?

See more letters on page 5


