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Accidents

Green Elected  Dem Chair,
Mahr Named Vice-Chairman

COUNTY – Assemblyman Jerry
Green (D-22, Plainfield) was elected
on June 4 as the new Union County
Democratic Committee (UCDC)
chairman replacing Charlotte
DeFilippo who resigned after 18
years.

The committee’s reorganization
meeting was held at L’Affaire in
Mountainside.

“I am truly honored to have the
confidence of our committee as I take
over as chairman…Today, we are
handed a political party very much
on the rise,” Mr. Green said.

He thanked and acknowledged  Ms.
DeFilippo, a Hillside resident, for
her service as chairwoman to the
party.

“Make no mistake – it is because of
the tireless efforts of all of you com-
bined with 18 years of strong and
steady leadership by our former
county chairman Charlotte
DeFilippo,” Mr. Green said. “There
is no Democratic county chairman in
this state with the record she has
achieved for us in Union County:
undefeated.”

Three-term Democratic Fanwood
Colleen Mahr was elected to serve as
Mr. Green’s vice-chairman.

“Chairman Green and I are ener-
gized and ready to lead this organi-
zation to victory,” Mayor Mahr said.
“No amount of Republican rhetoric
out of Trenton can mask the fact that
their policies hurt women, families,
and the middle class. It is our re-
sponsibility as a party to fight for
those currently under assault, and
while doing so bring forth a new
generation of Democratic leader-
ship.”

Mr. Green said the UCDC has been
re-energized by an “overwhelming”
series of primary victories — “by
huge pluralities” — in contested races
throughout the county.

He pointed to Primary Election
victories by state Senators Raymond
Lesniak (D-21, Elizabeth) and
Nicholas Scutari (D-22, Linden),
Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, Freeholders Linda
Carter, Bette Jane Kowalski, Free-
holder candidate Sergio Granados,
and Plainfield mayoral candidate
Adrian Mapp. Mr. Mapp defeated
two-term mayor Sharon Robinson-

Briggs.
“We all scored a victory so pro-

found the extent of which perhaps
only a few of us here in this room
realized,” Mr. Green stated, add-
ing the UCDC is now “marshaling
its forces” for the U.S. Senate and
gubernatorial elections coming
up.

“From a Democratic Primary for
U.S. Senate in August through the
General Election in November, we
will be ready to help Democrats win
in Union County,” Mr. Green said.
“We have a Governor who fills our
ears with catchy rhetoric, but fails in
providing the basic care so many
people need. I look forward to work-
ing hard for [Gubernatorial candi-
date] Barbara Buono here in Union
County.”

Mr. Green outlined his plans as
Democratic chairman, noting he
would seek greater involvement with
towns struggling to make Democratic
inroads, while bolstering party strong-
holds.

“I ask you to work with me. Meet
with me if you have an idea or a
suggestion,” Mr. Green stated. “Let’s
carry on the mission we’ve started
together, and bring winning elections
home for Barbara Buono and our
entire Democratic Team this fall. It’s
time to get to work.”

Mr. Green has served in the As-
sembly since 1992 and chairs the
Assembly Housing and Local Gov-
ernment Committee and is a member
of the Health and Services Commit-
tee and the Joint Committee on Hous-
ing Affordability. He served as a
Union County freeholder from 1982-
1984 and again from 1989-1991. He
was board chairman in 1990.

Sweeney, Buono Agree on
Currie as New Dem Chair

NEW BRUNSWICK – Senate
President Stephen Sweeney (D-3,
Gloucester) and Democratic guber-
natorial nominee, Senator Barbara
Buono (D-18, Metuchen), have
agreed on Passaic County Democratic
Chairman John Currie as the next state
Democratic Committee chairman.

Ms. Buono had wanted Hudson
County state Assemblyman John Ja-
son O’Donnell (D-31, Bayonne) while
Sen. Sweeney had backed Senator
Ray Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth) from
Union County. Assemblyman John
Wisniewski (D-19, Sayreville) of
Middlesex County has stepped down
as party chairman after four years.

Sen. Buono and Sen. Sweeney re-
leased a joint statement after reach-
ing the compromise on June 12.

“We talked and determined that
the issues that bind us together are far
stronger than any disagreements. The
Democratic Party has long been a
champion for working and middle-
class families and this year’s election
is far too important to allow party in-
fighting to affect our ability to help
them. Our focus must be on defeating
Governor [Chris] Christie and win-
ning elections up and down the ticket.

“In the interest of party unity,
Assemblyman Jason O’Donnell and
Senator Ray Lesniak have agreed
to rescind their candidacies for
chairman of the New Jersey Demo-
cratic State Committee (NJDSC).

Passaic County Chairman John
Currie has graciously accepted the
position and will be the next leader
of the NJDSC.

“By removing themselves from
contention for state chair, Assembly-
man O’Donnell and Senator Lesniak
continue to exhibit the qualities that
make them tremendous leaders within
the Democratic Party. They under-
stand that compromise is a necessary
and important part of a vibrant de-
mocracy and both will work hard to
ensure that Democrats win across the
state in November.”

GOP Reelects Raia
Chair, Foerst Treasurer

TRENTON – New Jersey Republi-
can Party Chairman Sam Raia has
been reelected as chairman.

Also reelected on June 12 were vice-
chairwoman Lynda Pagliughi of Cape
May County, treasurer James Foerst, a
Westfield councilman, and secretary
Irene Kim Asbury, a Jersey City attorney.

“I am honored to have received the
full, unanimous support of the New
Jersey Republican State Committee
for a second term as Republican Party
Chairman,” said Mr. Raia, who also
serves as mayor of Saddle River.

 “Yesterday’s vote shows that our
party is united behind the leadership
of Governor Chris Christie and our
Republican ticket. Going forward,
the NJGOP will continue executing
our statewide grassroots campaign to
ensure Republican victories up and
down the ballot for all our candidates
this November,” Mr. Raia said.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Buono Calls Special Election
Attempt to ‘Disfranchise voters’

Democratic gubernatorial candidate
and State Senator Barbara Buono (D-
18, Metuchen) released the following
statement concerning last week’s Su-
perior Court Appelate Division deci-
sion upholding Governor Chris
Christie’s decision to hold a special
General Election on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 16, for the unexpired term of the
late Senator Frank Lautenberg.

“Regardless of the outcome of the
court’s decision, holding an election
on a Wednesday in October is a cyni-
cal decision by Governor Christie that
will disenfranchise voters. He chose
to waste $24 million of taxpayers’
money, money that could have been
spent restoring programs Christie cut,
like Planned Parenthood centers, after
school programs designed to keep
children safe, and the Child Advocate
Office,” Sen. Buono said.

“As the Governor himself said in
2009, ‘I don’t think any responsible
governor at this point would call for
a special election that would cost $10
million.’ The governor should do the
fiscally responsible thing and move
the election to November.”

The New Jersey Supreme Court
has announced it will hear a Demo-
cratic challenge to the October 16
election date, philly.com has reported.

Pallone Calls for Debates
In Senate Primary Race

Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6th) has
challenged Newark Mayor Cory
Booker, Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th) and
Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver (D-
34, East Orange) to multiple debates
in the Senate special election pri-
mary being held Tuesday, August 13,
The Hill has reported.

The online Capitol Hill newspaper
reasons that debates could give Reps.
Pallone and Holt a chance to gain
ground on the front runner, Mayor
Booker, by showing their knowledge
on national and foreign policy issues,
which is not a strength of Mr. Booker.

Long Branch Mayor 12th Dem
To Endorse Gov. Christie

Long Branch Mayor Adam
Schneider last week became the 12th
Democrat mayor and 27th overall

Democrat elected official to endorse
Governor Chris Christie,
Politickernj.com has reported.

The Governor has been endorsed
by State Senator Brian Stack (D-,
Essex County Executive Joe
DiVincenzo and Sheriff Armando
Fontoura, Orange Mayor Dwayne
Warren, Belleville Mayor Ray Kimble,
Bloomfield Mayor Ray McCarthy,
Glen Ridge Mayor Peter Hughes,
Livingston Mayor Rudy Fernandez,
Paterson City Council President An-
thony Davis, Burlington City Mayor
Jim Fazzone, Manville Mayor Angelo
Corradino, Chesilhurst Mayor
Michael Blunt, Harrison Mayor Ray
McDonough, Sea Bright Mayor Dina
Long, all eight members of the
Harrison City Council, Belleville Town
Council members Steve Rovell and
Michael Nicosia, and Glen Ridge
Council President Stuart Patrick and
Councilman David Lefkovitz.

Lesniak Says State
Dem Party in ‘Shambles’

In an interview with NJTV earlier
this month, State Senator Raymond
Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth) said As-
semblyman John Wisniewski (D-19,
Sayreville), outgoing state Demo-
cratic Party chairman, left the party
in “shambles,” according to a
Politicketnj.com report.

Sen. Lesniak last week agreed not
to seek the state Democratic Com-
mittee chairmanship as did Assem-
blyman Jason O’Donnell (D-31,
Bayonne). Mr. Lesniak was supported
by state Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (D-34, East Orange), and
Assemblywoman Sheila Oliver (D-
34, East Orange) while Gubernato-
rial candidate, Senator Barbara Buono
(D-19, Metuchen), had selected Asm.
O’Donnell as state chairman.

“Chairman (John) Wisniewski, if I
read it correctly, you’re saying he’s
leaving the party in shambles,” inter-
viewer Mike Schneider asked Sen.
Lesniak.

“Unfortunately, that happens to be
the case,” Sen. Lesniak responded.
“It needs an uplift, someone who can
get it done.”

He later apologized to Assembly-
man Wisniewski for his comments.

Governor Signs Munoz
Crit. Ill Patients Bill
TRENTON –  Legislation spon-

sored by Assemblywoman Nancy
Muñoz (R-21, Summit) directing
hospitals to establish protocols to re-
quest the immediate dispatch and
timely transport of critically ill pa-
tients between health care facilities
by specialty care transportation units
(SCTU) has been signed into law by
Governor Chris Christie.

SCTUs transport critically ill pa-
tients in need of immediate attention
between health care facilities (such as
hospitals and nursing homes) when
patient needs exceed a level of care
currently available to them. SCTUs,
which are licensed by the Department
of Health (DOH), are equipped with
advanced life support equipment, in-
cluding medications, cardiac moni-
toring devices and ventilators, and are
staffed with health care professionals.

Bramnick Backs Bill
To Help Prosecutors

With Gun Theft Crimes
TRENTON – Assembly Minority

Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield)
has joined as a sponsor of bipartisan
legislation to extend the statute of limi-
tations for stealing firearms.

“The best way to protect public
safety is to get tough on criminals,
not law-abiding citizens,” Asm.
Bramnick said. “Extending the stat-
ute of limitations for firearm theft
will make it easier for prosecutors to
lock up criminals and gang members
who steal guns.”

The proposal, A-4167, would ex-
tend the statute of limitations for fire-
arm theft from five to 10 years. As-
semblyman Angel Fuentes (D-5,
Camden) introduced the bill. Similar
legislation was unanimously approved
by the state Senate last month and
awaits consideration by the Assembly
Law and Public Safety Committee.

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &
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Dental Group
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555 Westfield Avenue • Westfield, NJ 07090
908-232-1231

are pleased to announce that

Westfield Pediatric Dental Group

The doctors and staff of

Dr. Kelly Walk & Dr. John Chang

will be joining our practice this July.

Dr. Kelly Walk Dr. John Chang

Please visit our website for more information
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New Law to Help Mil. Spouses Get Temp. Teaching Certs.
 TRENTON – Governor Chris

Christie this week signed legislation
that allows military spouses who hold
a teaching certificate in another state
to apply for a temporary teaching
certificate in New Jersey.

The bill, A-2892, will assist the wives
and husbands of active duty service
members who have left their jobs in
another state due to the military trans-
fer of their spouse to the Garden State.
In addition, the Governor announced a
series of measures to help New Jersey’s
service members and veterans find

employment opportunities and transi-
tion back to civilian life.

In addition to signing A-2892,
Governor Christie is putting forward
the following: Assisting veterans in
becoming Emergency Medical Tech-
nicians (EMTs), extending the valid-
ity of professional licenses from the
mandated 120 days after a veteran
has returned home to one year, mak-
ing it easier for service members and
veterans to obtain academic credits,
helping service members and veter-
ans suffering from Post-Traumatic

Stress Disorder (PTSD), and expand-
ing the definition of “veteran” under
The Civil Service Act.

Governor Christie also signed Ex-
ecutive Order No. 134, creating the
New Jersey Military Installation
Growth and Development Task Force.

Other  measures signed will assist
service members and their families
obtain waivers or exemptions for li-
censes or certifications for training
and education and giving service
members a path to obtaining a Com-
mercial Driver’s License (CDL).

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


