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Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
UPGRADE...PSE&G places an underground transformer in the roadway adja-
cent to the Westfield Fire Department on North Avenue. The transformer is an
upgrade to the infrastructure of downtown Westfield.

SILVER ANNIVERSARY...While celebrating their 25th wedding anniversary,
Steve and Mary Deduck and daughter, Natalie, read The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times in front of the Casa Rosada in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  Natalie is finishing
a semester abroad and will be a senior at Quinnipiac University in the fall. Casa
Rosada is the “White House” of Argentina, where Eva Peron made her famous
speech.

SURPRISE VISIT...A peacock made an unplanned appearance in Westfield on
Father’s Day, June 16,  in the backyard of Art and Christine Mason.
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freshman through senior level at the
high school, but that the number was
expected to reach 1,626. He further
stated that, according to the district’s
ideal standard of having 21 to 22
students per classroom, it was equiva-
lent to “four classrooms full of stu-
dents.”

Mr. Potter said within the next
school year, the district could figure
out “potential changes to accommo-
date the additional 83 students.” He
suggested that it could be done by
adding classrooms in the old media
center on the second floor of the high
school or by adding one or two stu-
dents to existing classes.

Board President Trip Whitehouse
noted that the board would discuss
various options concerning the high
school. He said it was different from
the lower grades because of students
switching classes throughout the day.

In other business, board members
unanimously approved a field trip re-
quest for students to attend the SADD
(Students Against Destructive Deci-
sions) National Conference in Or-

lando, Fla. from Friday, June 21, to
Tuesday, June 25. It was noted that
Marge FitzGibbon, SADD advisor,
would attend with the students.

At the end of the meeting it was
announced by Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes that a stu-
dent art show by senior students at the
high school would be on display at the
Tomasulo Gallery at Union County
College until Thursday, July 11. Su-
perintendent Hayes said the exhibit
contains 16 self-portraits done in char-
coal under the direction of art teacher
Jeffery Gutterman. Tomasulo Gallery
is located at 1033 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford.

In addition, Ms. Hayes announced
that the district’s high school gradua-
tion is scheduled for tonight, Thurs-
day, June 20, at 6 p.m. at the high
school.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, June 27,
at 8 p.m. in the administration build-
ing on Evergreen Avenue and Cedar
Street in Scotch Plains. There are no
BOE meetings scheduled for July.
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FRACK ATTACK...A group of peaceful protesters against oil and natural gas
well fracking demonstrate outside of the office of Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(R-21) on June 12.

“If that (another fall hurricane) ever
happens, I don’t know if we would
get all the (election) machines out in
time,” Mr. Kobitz said.

He said legislation has been drafted
at the state level to move the Novem-
ber General Election to the October
16 election date to create one general
election.

“It could pass the Assembly and
the Senate, but I don’t see the Gover-
nor signing, since he’s the one who
picked these dates,” Mr. Kobitz said.

Ms. DiRado said municipalities
would likely incur overtime cost, as
employees will have to open and close
schools where some polling places
are located as schools are closed for
the summer.

Mr. Kobitz said there will be a
number of polling-place changes in
Westfield for the August Primary as
work, “especially roofs,” is being
done on all schools this summer per
a bond referendum approved by vot-
ers last December.

Mr. Kobitz said municipal clerks
spent $190,900 on staff overtime for
the special February Presidential Pri-
mary Election in 2008.

“And it’s going to be a lot more
than that (in 2013),” he said.

Freeholder Chris Hudak said the
special elections will create “an ex-
tremely burdensome” process for
county election employees.

Ms. Taylor noted that the county
would fund the special elections out
of surplus funds this year.

Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh called
the Governor’s action “clear hypoc-
risy.” “I think it (the October elec-
tion) is something that we certainly
shouldn’t support,” he said. He said
he supports the board’s resolution

not to fund the October election “at
this time.”

In other business, First Assistant
Prosecutor Albert Cernadas, Jr. said
the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice has completed its report on gen-
erators that were taken home by
county employees during Hurricane
Sandy.

“The investigation is complete.
There has been a finding that there
have been county employees that have
used generators owned by the county
during Superstorm Sandy,” Mr.
Cernadas said. “However, during our
investigation there has been no evi-
dence that any of these employees
intended to permanently deprive the
county of these generators as required
by the criminal code. Therefore, this
is not a criminal matter. This has been
referred to the county manager for
any administrative action.”

County Manager Al Faella said he
will review the report and that any
county action will be done adminis-
tratively.

County Counsel Robert Barry
noted that the state Attorney General’s
office reviewed the report.

The board also approved a $2.2-
million change order with GPC, Inc.
of Millburn, for a total contract of
$13.2 million, for renovations at the
county jail. The work includes im-
provements inside 10 prisoner PODS
including resetting and caulking ex-
terior windows at the county jail at a
cost of $887,000. The PODs are also
being painted at a cost of over
$955,000. The work is expected to
take 18 months more to complete.
Inmate showers and the kitchen have
been renovated as part of the con-
tract.
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Freeholders
Colleen Gialanella expressed con-
cerns about the quality of service
currently being provided by the City
of Rahway.

Later in the meeting, the council
introduced an ordinance to ban smok-
ing at municipal parks and ballfields
while exempting the Scotch Hills
Country Club and creating a yet-to-
be designated area for smokers out-
side the municipal building. Mrs.
Gialanella said that while she under-
stood that the ban would be difficult
to enforce, it would “help support the
health of our community and the
maintenance of our beautiful facili-
ties.” The public hearing on the ordi-
nance will be held on Tuesday, July
16.

The council also gave final ap-
proval to a $2.2-million bond ordi-
nance to finance various public im-
provements, including road projects.
Councilman Vastine expressed dis-
may that this summer’s road improve-
ment program is getting off to such a
late start due to delays in passing the
bond ordinance, calling it a “shame”
and hoping for “more efficient and
more effective” management in the
future. He noted that one large project
— the resurfacing of Westfield Av-
enue — would be put off until next
year because it is expected to take up
to two months to complete, a time-

table that could interfere with daily
activities at St. Bartholomew’s school.

Acting Township Manager Robert
LaCosta said the annual bulky waste
pick-up is set to be completed next
week. Zones one and two have al-
ready been completed, zone three
will be done this week and zone four
will be completed next week.

Mayor Glover said the summer
concert series at Alan Augustine Vil-
lage Green will get underway on July
11, at 7:30 p.m. Information about
the Thursday evenings shows will be
available soon on the township’s
website. The council on Tuesday also
approved the one-year renewals of
13 liquor licenses for clubs, retail
outlets and restaurants.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Glover presented resolutions ac-
knowledging Colin Okell and Tho-
mas Zimmerman for achieving the
rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts
of America. The council will meet
twice during the summer months, on
Tuesdays, July 16 and August 20.

Mr. LaCosta reminded residents of
the summer hours at the municipal
building. Monday through Wednes-
day, business will be conducted from
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. On Thursdays, the
municipal building will be open until
7:30 p.m. and on Fridays the building
will close at noon.
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Scotch Plains Council

police chief in 2014] within a year or
so, six months after their graduation
from the police academy we will have
another vacancy in our police depart-
ment.”

The two recruits will attend the John
H. Stamler Police Academy in Scotch
Plains for approximately six months.
After completion of academy training
and being Police Training Commis-
sion (PTC) certified, Officers Debbie
and Foti will join the ranks of the
Mountainside Police Department as
probationary officers with a starting
salary of $39,118. The two officers will
complete their probationary period af-
ter one year.

The council next recognized several
of the borough’s younger residents for
their contributions to Mountainside’s
Memorial Day celebration last month.

Jenna Brancatella was honored for
winning the Memorial Day essay con-
test, while Melina Colonias was hon-
ored for winning the Memorial Day
poster contest.

Members from the Veterans of For-
eign Wars (VFW) Post 10136
Mountainside Memorial Post were on
hand to present the students with a cer-
tificate and a gift for their contribution.

The council also recognized the co-
valedictorians of Deerfield Elemen-
tary School, Eileen Li and Jason Wong.

In other news, the council presented
on first reading a resolution amending
sections of the land use ordinance for

the borough. In 2012, the governing
body lowered height restrictions to resi-
dential properties in an effort to curtail
oversized houses from being con-
structed or existing houses being reno-
vated on smaller sized properties.

The council has since determined
the 32-foot height restriction was too
excessive in its application.

“I think our initial reduction of this
requirement wasn’t the best for the
borough,” Mr. Turner.

According to Mr. Turner, the pro-
posed resolution would raise the height
restriction from 32 to 35 feet with the
“condition that we include a FAR of
2.25. A FAR is the floor area ratio. That
will minimize the ability of the builders
to overbuild their lots.”

“Our ordinance in the past was at the
35-foot height, but you could really
maximize the footprint and get these
mega-mansions on small lots in neigh-
borhoods that really don’t fit in,” Mr.
Turner stated.

The new ordinance with the FAR
stipulation would ensure the new or
renovated residence would be appro-
priate for the lot size of the property
without restricting the height of the
residence.

The next borough council meeting
open to the public is scheduled for
Tuesday, July 2, at 8 p.m., at the
Mountainside Borough Hall. This meet-
ing will be the council’s regular work
session.
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BOYS STATE...Twenty-four rising seniors from high schools in Union County
were among the 967 students who attended the 68th session of American Legion
Jersey Boys State (ALJBS) at Rider University in Lawrenceville. The program,
sponsored by the American Legion Department of New Jersey, is a practical
approach for teaching civics and government at the local, county and state level,
including party politics. Local students included Eduardo Arocha, Fanwood,
Legion Post  No. 209; Nicholas Gabuzda, Westfield, Legion Post No. 3; Jonathan
Savorgiannakis, Westfield, Legion Post No. 3; Chase Skibitsky, Westfield,
Legion Post No. 3; Andrew Smith, Scotch Plains, Legion Post No. 209; Joseph
Stokes, Westfield, Legion Post No. 3, and Jonathan Tice, Scotch Plains, Legion
Post No. 3. To learn more,visit aljbs.org.

Train Station by Council President
Russ Huegel, as is customary of the
award.

“The reason I have 34 years [in the
department] is right there in the back,”
he said, gesturing at the firemen who
attended to witness the ceremony.
“It’s been a pleasure.”

In more administrative news, a
resolution was reached regarding
shared services repairs to Farley Av-
enue. The Scotch Plains Public Works
Department has agreed to repair a
portion of the street which extends
past the Fanwood border. There was
also a first reading of an ordinance to
reduce speed limits on Terrill Road.

It was also announced that in lieu
of the non-operational Scotch Plains
public access channel, the Fanwood
channel could attempt to host the
video of the upcoming Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School graduation for
any members of the community who
wish to watch from home. Com-
mencement exercises will be held
tonight beginning at 6 p.m.

Councilman Kevin Boris, who is
council liaison to the Fanwood recre-
ation commission, promoted the up-
coming commission-sponsored Party
in the Park, which also kicks off the
borough’s summer series of free
movies at LaGrande Park. The party,
which will feature a screening of the
family movie ParaNorman, is set to
occur this Tuesday, June 25 from

5:30 to 8:30 p.m. with the movie
beginning at dusk. In the case of rain,
the event will be held the next day
instead. The movie series will con-
tinue through August 13.

Council members also praised the
success of the Memorial Day Week-
end parade and concert, which they
say went over virtually without com-
plaint from anyone in the commu-
nity.

The council adjourned with their
well wishes for the community’s sum-
mer, and an update on the game “As-
sassins,” which is currently being
played by SPFHS seniors.
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Photo courtesy of Peter Hogaboom
ON THE LOOKOUT...A buzzard was
spotted last Saturday perched on top
of the  chimney of a vacant house at the
corner of Central Avenue and New
Street in Westfield.


