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SUMMER BBQ...The Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association
(SPBPA) and Fanwood Business and Professional Association (FBPA) held a
barbecue at LaGrande Park in Fanwood on June 17, at which time scholarships
were awarded. Pictured, left to right, are: Lisa Mohn, president of the SPBPA;
Kelly O’Leary of Fanwood, a scholarship recipient who will  attend The College
of New Jersey; Maria LaMorte-Wright, board member of Fanwood BPA; Steve
Goldberg, board member of SPBPA; Tracy Constandi, president of Fanwood
BPA, and Colleen Farrell, recipient of a scholarship who will attend Villanova.

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE ARC...The Arc of Union County held its fifth annual Wine & Cheese Tasting and Beer & Bourbon Tasting on Saturday
at the Liberty Hall Museum Carriage House and Gardens. Proceeds of the event support The Arc, a provider of on-and off-
site educational, recreational and support services to individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their
families. The organization annually serves over 1,000 children and adults through a continuum of comprehensive programs
geared to assist clients and their families throughout all stages of their lives.

SP-F BOE Hears Long
Range Facilities Plan Report

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS - Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education mem-
bers heard a brief overview of the
five-year, long-range facilities plan
as outlined by Tom Potter of Potter
Architects, LLC.

During his presentation, Mr. Potter
noted that by law the district had to
update its plan every five years to
ensure that students are not subject to
overcrowding.

Mr. Potter said as part of his report,
his team surveys all of the district’s
buildings and keeps records of the
size of all of the schools and what
each site contains. He also noted that
the report contains all maintenance
projects that have been completed
over the last five years, and he looks
ahead at the next five years with pro-
jected budgets as to what else might
need to be done. He said the report
also makes sure that all projects that
have been completed are properly

documented.
As part of his report, Mr. Potter

stated that student population data
was properly recorded to ensure, “the
district has the ability to house their
students to make sure there is no
overcrowding.” He cited examples
from the report done by the Whitehall
Associates demographic study.

According to the data, there are
presently 2,192 students in the dis-
trict from kindergarten through fourth
grade. This, Mr. Potter stated, was
expected to decrease by 270 students
over the next five years.

For grades fifth through eighth, the
current population of 1,774 students
is expected to decrease by 147 stu-
dents over the next five years.

Mr. Potter also noted that over the
five-year span there is a projected
“bubble” of approximately 80-plus
students at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School level. He noted that cur-
rently there are 1,543 students at the
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COLLEGE BOUND...Jason Breit and Emily Howarth, both of Fanwood, were
recently awarded Fanwood PBA Scholarships. Jason will attend James Madison
University in the fall and Emily will attend Moravian College. Pictured with the
students, left to right, are: Fanwood Police Sgt. Frank Marrero, Cpl. Michael
Schilling and Det. Sgt. Eugene Chin.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
THANK YOU...Volunteer firefighter, Bob Brennan, who joined the Fanwood
Fire Department in 1979, was honored at Tuesday night’s Fanwood Borough
Council meeting as Volunteer of the Month. Bob thanked his fire department
colleagues, many of whom attended the council meeting, saying they were the
reason he enjoyed his 34 years as a volunteer.

Special Primary Election to
Cost County $885,000

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Freeholders last Thursday went on
record as opposing a Wednesday,
October 16 special election for the
United States Senate seat of Frank
Lautenberg, who died earlier this
month. County election officials esti-
mate the Tuesday, August 13 special
Primary and October election will
cost Union County $1.7 million.

The freeholders approved contracts
for printing and mailing election bal-
lots at Thursday’s meeting. Total costs
for the Primary is estimated at
$885,000, officials said. The board
opted not to include additional mon-
ies for the October election, as that
election is the subject of a legal chal-
lenge. Officials said the two elections
combined would cost the county in
excess of $1.7 million.

“We are not opposed to the Pri-
mary Election,” Freeholder Dan
Sullivan said. “Obviously, the whole
issue here is the scheduling of this
general election and this outrageous
conduct by the governor scheduling
this election. The county has to go
into their pockets to the tune of $1.75
million in order to pay for this, with
no guarantee; yet are we ever going
to be reimbursed for this by the state?”

Union County Deputy Clerk Nicole
DiRado said ballot positions for the
August Primary will be drawn at 3
p.m. on Friday, June 21. She said, by
federal law, mail-in and overseas bal-
lots must be mailed by Saturday, June
29.

“It’s a very short turnaround in the
Primary,” Ms. DiRado said, adding
that the clerk’s office had to begin
positioning layout for the ballot this
week.

Royal Printing Services, Inc., of
West New York, N.J., was given a
$181,205 contract by the freeholders
to print the official or machine bal-
lots, sample ballots that are mailed to
voters, emergency ballots, emergency
ballot tally sheets, provisional bal-
lots and provisional ballot inventory
cards.

B&B of Lebanon was given a
$107,205 contract to print the vote-
by-mail and provisional ballots while
Full Service Mailers of Hackensack
received a $29,033 contract for ful-
fillment services.

Ms. DiRado said advertising, post-
age of around $25,000, overtime and
computer software consulting fees
are additional costs to be incurred by
the county clerk’s office. Ms. DiRado
said the clerk’s office anticipates
spending $458,000 for the August
Primary.

Finance Director Bibi Taylor said
the Board of Elections is expected to
spend $482,000, which includes pay-
ing poll workers, transporting elec-
tion machines, publishing legal ad-
vertising notices and paying voting
authority challengers.

Dennis Kobitz, administrator for
the Union County Board of Elec-
tions, said overtime would be a big
number for his office. He said the
county’s 500 voting machines will
have to be prepared for the Primary
and General Election beginning with
checking machine numbers with the
clerk’s office numbers for the June 4
Primary before the machines can be
stripped. He said his six certified
election machine preparation work-
ers would have to “work around the
clock” to get the machines ready for
the August and October elections.
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Scotch Plains Council Split On
Study of Sewer Utility Rates

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A split coun-
cil voted 3-2 on Tuesday to award a
$5,500 contract to David Kaplan,
CPA, to analyze the township’s sewer
utility and how its rates are set.

Republican Councilman William
Vastine and Democratic Councilman
Michael Marcus opposed the con-
tract, with Mr. Vastine questioning
whether the township council had
done any investigation before agree-
ing to award the contract.

“No one interviewed this com-

pany,” he said, calling it “irrespon-
sible” and claiming the move was
“all in the name of extending a cam-
paign promise,” referring to Mayor
Kevin Glover’s election vow last year
to look into folding the four-year-old
utility back into the municipal bud-
get so that residents and businesses
are not billed separately for their water
usage.

The mayor responded by saying
the analysis “has nothing to do with a
campaign promise,” adding that
former township manager Henry
Underhill had first urged such a study

to evaluate the rates. “This is an effort
to make some sense out of what the
bills are,” Mayor Glover said at the
council’s regular meeting on Tues-
day.

But Mr. Marcus said Mr. Kaplan’s
proposal included making a recom-
mendation about the viability of re-
turning the sewer utility to the overall
municipal budget. “This is not just
about the rate structure,” Mr. Marcus
said. “It’s more than that.” Mr. Marcus
said he believed any analysis could
be done by in-house professionals.

The township auditors, who rec-
ommended Mr. Kaplan, claimed they
could not perform the task due to a
conflict of interest that was not de-
tailed at Tuesday’s meeting. The
mayor retorted by asking why it would
be detrimental to have “a fresh set of
eyes” look at the utility.

In other business, the council agreed
to put off until after the summer any
action on a possible rezoning of a
portion of the Parker Gardens prop-
erty on Terrill Road. Several weeks
ago representatives from The Shelter
Group spoke to the council about its
proposal to build age-restricted hous-
ing on a seven-acre tract of land,
constituting about half of the prop-
erty currently owned by Parker.

A rezoning of the land would first
have to be approved by the council,
after the planning board provides the
governing body with its input on the
proposal. At its business meeting on
Tuesday, council members decided it
would be best to revisit the matter
after the summer.

“It would be disadvantageous to
the public to consider this during the
summer months,” Councilman
Marcus said. His colleagues agreed,
noting that many residents who might
be affected by such a development or
who might wish to provide input might
be away during the summer months.

The council also agreed to seek
new proposals for the provision of
health services after Deputy Mayor
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MS Council Hires Cops;
Amends Land Use Ord.

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
regular public meeting this past Tues-
day night, the Mountainside Borough
Council announced the hiring of two
new law enforcement officers who will
serve in the Mountainside Police De-
partment.

After the board passed a resolution
confirming their appointment, James
Debbie, III, and Adam Foti were sworn
in by Borough Council President and
Police Commissioner Keith Turner.

As covered in the recent edition of
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,

Mr. Turner previously stated the new
hires would not negatively affect the
budget for the borough as they will be
filling vacancies. He expanded upon
that fact during Tuesday’s meeting.

“I just want the public to be aware
that we are not actually increasing the
size of the police force,” Mr. Turner
stated. “We have been one officer down
for several years now. So that [the new
hire] will bring us up to where we
were…four years ago.

“Due to an anticipated retirement
[Chief of Police and Borough Admin-
istrator James Debbie is due to retire as
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Fanwood Honors Firefighter;
Announces Party in Park

By CHARLOTTE MURTISHAW
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Bor-
ough Council, on Tuesday night, an-
nounced an agreement with Scotch
Plains on a road project, honored a
long-time borough firefighter and
announced the kickoff next week of
the borough free summer movies se-
ries.

Robert Brennan, a longtime mem-
ber of the borough’s volunteer fire
department, was honored as the Vol-

unteer of the Month. A resident of
Watson Road since 1972, he joined
the Fanwood Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment in September of 1979, accord-
ing to the borough’s website.

Mr. Brennan’s son, Michael, a

former Fanwood Councilman, is the
owner of Darby Road, a new restau-
rant on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Mr. Brennan was presented with a
framed print of the historic Fanwood
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