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ON THE LOOKOUT...A buzzard was spotted last Saturday perched on top of
the  chimney of a vacant house at the corner of Central Avenue and New Street.

SURPRISE VISIT...A peacock made an unplanned appearance in Westfield on
Father’s Day, June 16,  in the backyard of Art and Christine Mason.

BOYS STATE...Twenty-four rising seniors from high schools in Union County
were among the 967 students who attended the 68th session of American Legion
Jersey Boys State (ALJBS) at Rider University in Lawrenceville. The program,
sponsored by the American Legion Department of New Jersey, is a practical
approach for teaching civics and government at the local, county and state level,
including party politics. Local students included Eduardo Arocha, Fanwood,
Legion Post  No. 209; Nicholas Gabuzda, Westfield, Legion Post No. 3; Jonathan
Savorgiannakis, Westfield, Legion Post No. 3; Chase Skibitsky, Westfield,
Legion Post No. 3; Andrew Smith, Scotch Plains, Legion Post No. 209; Joseph
Stokes, Westfield, Legion Post No. 3, and Jonathan Tice, Scotch Plains, Legion
Post No. 3. To learn more,visit aljbs.org.

Michael Lanzafama, who served as
the project’s engineer, surveyor and
planner, presented the site plan.

Mr. Lanzafama said the house is 900
square feet and 12 feet from the park-
ing lot. There will be a total of 1,300 to
1,400 square feet of additional imper-
vious area in the new location. Extend-
ing walkways will be constructed to
allow visitors mobility between the
house and its surrounding structures.
Because the location is sloped, it will
be necessary to build a three-foot re-
taining wall in order to maintain a
terrace for the house. This construction
will necessitate losing six trees, a few
of which Mr. Lanzafama said were
already in poor condition.

“There is no substantial impact re-
sulting from the relocation of the house,”
Mr. Lanzafama said.

According to Mr. Lanzafama, “[Con-
stitution Plaza] seemed to be the only
really available location.”

He cited its proximity to the Hetfield
House and Route 22 as advantages.

According to architect Daniel
Falcone, the owner of the property
where the house presently resides is
assisting in the move by donating ser-
vices for excavation and site work.

Borough Engineer Michael Disko
said, “Immense coordination has to be
done for this move. It is fairly routine,
but expensive.”

Mr. Daniels then presented how the
building will be used. The property on
which the Levi Cory House currently
exists was the original location of what
is now the Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital. Consequently, the committee will
continue the “children-related theme,”
according to Mr. Daniels.

The committee will extend the
house’s museum capabilities to accom-
modate rooms that chronicle the
borough’s history of sports and recre-
ation programs, scouting programs and
schools. The committee hopes to recre-

ate a hospital room from 1895, another
reference to Children’s Specialized
Hospital.

According to Mr. Daniels, Children’s
Specialized Hospital is in full support
of moving the house.

The structure will also host county
events throughout the year, according
to Mr. Daniels.

The house will be moved on Satur-
day, August 24. The move will take
place in the morning and it is estimated
to take fewer than two hours.

According to Mr. Daniels, the project
will cost $65,000 in utilities and $25,000
to move the house.

After reviewing the relocation of the
Cory House, the board heard an appli-
cation presented by Paul Wolfson, an
attorney who was representing Don
Don Realty.

At the May 9 meeting, Don Don
Realty had proposed a site plan and
development for a new commercial
building to be located at 90 New Provi-
dence Road/903 Mountain Avenue, the
current site of the Cory House. The
board had raised issues such as discrep-
ancies in the building’s square footage
and concerns about parking.

The amended plan eliminated the
drive-through as well as access to one
of the county roads. It also pulled the
building back from the corner in order
to allow for better visibility.

Mr. Wolfson asked for feedback and
suggestions from the board members;
however, Mr. Tomaine said that was an
inappropriate request.

With several board members noting
that the plan was “drastically different”
from what was presented at the previ-
ous meeting, the board prohibited Mr.
Wolfson from proceeding with his tes-
timony. A new notice will be issued for
the Thursday, July 11, meeting.

Next, the board approved four appli-
cants’ proposals for additions and ex-
pansions to single-family dwellings.
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Levi Cory House
election machine preparation work-
ers would have to “work around the
clock” to get the machines ready for
the August and October elections.

“If that (another fall hurricane) ever
happens, I don’t know if we would
get all the (election) machines out in
time,” Mr. Kobitz said.

He said legislation has been drafted
at the state level to move the Novem-
ber General Election to the October
16 election date to create one general
election.

“It could pass the Assembly and
the Senate, but I don’t see the Gover-
nor signing, since he’s the one who
picked these dates,” Mr. Kobitz said.

Ms. DiRado said municipalities
would likely incur overtime cost, as
employees will have to open and close
schools where some polling places
are located as schools are closed for
the summer.

Mr. Kobitz said there will be a
number of polling-place changes in
Westfield for the August Primary as
work, “especially roofs,” is being
done on all schools this summer per
a bond referendum approved by vot-
ers last December.

Mr. Kobitz said municipal clerks
spent $190,900 on staff overtime for
the special February Presidential Pri-
mary Election in 2008.

“And it’s going to be a lot more
than that (in 2013),” he said.

Freeholder Chris Hudak said the
special elections will create “an ex-
tremely burdensome” process for
county election employees.

Ms. Taylor noted that the county
would fund the special elections out
of surplus funds this year.

Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh called
the Governor’s action “clear hypoc-
risy.” “I think it (the October elec-
tion) is something that we certainly

shouldn’t support,” he said. He said
he supports the board’s resolution
not to fund the October election “at
this time.”

In other business, First Assistant
Prosecutor Albert Cernadas, Jr. said
the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice has completed its report on gen-
erators that were taken home by
county employees during Hurricane
Sandy.

“The investigation is complete.
There has been a finding that there
have been county employees that have
used generators owned by the county
during Superstorm Sandy,” Mr.
Cernadas said. “However, during our
investigation there has been no evi-
dence that any of these employees
intended to permanently deprive the
county of these generators as required
by the criminal code. Therefore, this
is not a criminal matter. This has been
referred to the county manager for
any administrative action.”

County Manager Al Faella said he
will review the report and that any
county action will be done adminis-
tratively.

County Counsel Robert Barry
noted that the state Attorney General’s
office reviewed the report.

The board also approved a $2.2-
million change order with GPC, Inc.
of Millburn, for a total contract of
$13.2 million, for renovations at the
county jail. The work includes im-
provements inside 10 prisoner PODS
including resetting and caulking ex-
terior windows at the county jail at a
cost of $887,000. The PODs are also
being painted at a cost of over
$955,000. The work is expected to
take 18 months more to complete.
Inmate showers and the kitchen have
been renovated as part of the con-
tract.
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Morin Cleared of Conflict
ties in March, thus removing a poten-
tial conflict of interest, as the firm
would have been representing both
the developer, Woodmont, and the
township.

Mr. Ambrosio also determined Mr.
Morin could continue to represent
Cranford on the Birchwood/Cranford
Development Associates litigation
and other unrelated matters.

Individual homeowners and mem-
bers of the Concerned Citizens of
Cranford have been opposed to the
proposed development of 360 apart-
ment units, with 60 affordable units,
by a subsidiary of the S. Hekemian
Group called the Cranford Develop-
ment Associates (CDA).

Mr. Morin told The Westfield
Leader that he was “pleased with
the professor’s findings that our firm
had no conflict with respect to CDA/
Birchwood and the site-plan hear-
ings.”

“His credentials speak for them-
selves. He’s acknowledged that our
firm acted correctly. It’s exactly
what I would expect. We don’t rep-
resent clients in every aspect of
their work (Woodmont),” Mr. Morin
said.

In a press release issued to this news-
paper, Mr. Morin said, “While I was
confident that Professor Ambrosio would
not find a conflict, it feels great to be
vindicated by one of the most well-
respected ethics professors in the State
of New Jersey as to our firm’s represen-
tation of Cranford,” Mr. Morin said.

When asked to comment at the June
5 planning board meeting, Mayor Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr. said he had no state-
ment to make regarding the report.

Mayor Hannen said when reached
this week for comment, “We are mov-
ing ahead. We’ve already hired a new
attorney for the appeal (on Birchwood)
and a new attorney to deal with the
NJDEP (New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection.”

Following his presentation in ex-
ecutive session to the Cranford
Township Committee last week, Mr.
Ambrosio said it took so long to do
the research and review the find-
ings of the Concerned Citizens and
information from (FPSF) that the
report had been delayed.

“We want to be careful not to
paint with a broad brush,” he said.

He also said it would not be appro-
priate to comment on the findings.
“It should be done by the commit-
tee.”

Rita Labrutto of the Concerned
Citizens of Cranford said about the
report, “I am disappointed that Pro-
fessor Ambrosio’s report doesn’t
offer an opinion. The representa-
tion of FPSF on April 3, and April
22, of this year, in court, which is
after the March 25 date where the
conflict starts. Professor Ambrosio
based his report on the facts given
to him, not investigation. I wonder
if anyone told him about April 3
and April 22?”

Liz Sweeney, also of the Con-
cerned Citizens of Cranford, com-
mented, “Cranford Township
shouldn’t have to spend $5,000 on
a report indicating a conflict. Steve
Santola, who is an executive vice-
president and general counsel of
Woodmont, was at the 555 South
Avenue site-plan hearing last Au-
gust (2012). I find it hard to believe
that no one from Woodmont or FPSF
wouldn’t question if there was a
potential conflict of interest at that
point.”

In response, Mr. Morin said in a
statement to The Leader, “The same
citizens who argued unsuccessfully
that our firm had a conflict at the
Lehigh site plan hearings have con-
cocted an new theory that is equally
meritless. The fact is that the
Lehigh/555 South Avenue litiga-
tion was severed from the case and
was finally dismissed with preju-
dice as a result of the 2010 settle-
ment by the court’s order on March
22, 2013,” Mr. Morin said. “Profes-
sor Ambrosio acknowledges that
we did not even find out that a
Woodmont subsidiary purchased
the property until April 12. Our
firm presented the court-ordered
amendments to the master plan to
the planning board on April 3 at
which several of the members of
the Concerned Citizens group were
present and spoke but they raised
no objections at that time. Further-
more, the final hearing on April 22
was held and the conflict issues
were raised again, including
Woodmont’s recent acquisition of
the 555 property.”

a certificate and a gift for their contri-
bution.

The council also recognized the
co-valedictorians of Deerfield El-
ementary School, Eileen Li and Ja-
son Wong.

In other news, the council presented
on first reading a resolution amend-
ing sections of the land use ordinance
for the borough. In 2012, the govern-
ing body lowered height restrictions
for residential properties in an effort
to curtail oversized houses from be-
ing constructed or existing houses
being renovated on smaller-sized
properties.

The council has since determined
the 32-foot height restriction was too
excessive in its application.

“I think our initial reduction of this
requirement wasn’t the best for the
borough,” said Mr. Turner.

According to Mr. Turner, the pro-
posed resolution would raise the
height restriction from 32 to 35 feet
with the “condition that we include a
FAR of 2.25. A FAR is the floor area
ratio. That will minimize the ability
of the builders to overbuild their lots.”

“Our ordinance in the past was at
the 35-foot height, but you could
really maximize the footprint and get
these mega-mansions on small lots in
neighborhoods that really don’t fit
in,” Mr. Turner stated.

The new ordinance with the FAR
stipulation would ensure the new or
renovated residence would be appro-
priate for the lot size of the property
without restricting the height of the
residence.

The next borough council meeting
open to the public is scheduled for
Tuesday, July 2, at 8 p.m., at
Mountainside Borough Hall. This
meeting will be the council’s regular
work session.
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Mountainside Council

anniversary celebration. According to
Town Administrator Jim Gildea, the
first Greta Schoenemann 5K run/walk,
which will benefit the ‘Y’s’ special
needs programs, will also be held that
day at 11 a.m., and the ‘Y’ will begin
their anniversary event following that.

The council also held a closed ses-
sion regarding Sunnyside Senior Hous-
ing v. Town of Westfield, a builder’s
remedy lawsuit which prompted the
town’s recent zoning changes in order
to comply with affordable housing
regulations. A hearing was held on
the town’s compliance plan before
state Superior Court Judge Frederic
Kessler on June 10, but the judge has
not yet issued his opinion.
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WF Council

SILVER ANNIVERSARY...While celebrating their 25th wedding anniversary,
Steve and Mary Deduck and daughter, Natalie, read The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times in front of the Casa Rosada in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  Natalie is finishing a
semester abroad and will be a senior at Quinnipiac University in the fall. Casa Rosada
is the “White House” of Argentina, where Eva Peron made her famous speech.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
AWARDEES…The Westfield Historical Society held its annual dinner at the
Echo Lake Country Club on May 22. The award winners honored at the dinner,
pictured left to right, are: David Williams of Williams Nursery, the Trustees
Award; Linda Maggio, retired as executive director of the United Fund of
Westfield, who was  the honorary chairwoman, and Barbara and Cat Hale, who
received the President’s Award for their father, the late Lee M. Hale.


