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Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
THE ARC...Attendees enjoy the offerings at The Arc of Union County’s fifth annual Wine & Cheese Tasting and Beer &
Bourbon Tasting on Saturday at the Liberty Hall Museum Carriage House and Gardens. Proceeds benefit The Arc, which
provides on- and off-site educational, recreational and support services to individuals with intellectual and developmental
disabilities and their families. The organization annually serves over 1,000 children and adults through a continuum of
comprehensive programs geared to assist clients and their families throughout all stages of their lives.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FRACK ATTACK...A group of peaceful protesters against oil and natural gas
well fracking demonstrate outside of the office of Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(R-21) on June 12.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
UPGRADE...PSE&G places an underground transformer in the roadway adja-
cent to the Westfield Fire Department on North Avenue. The transformer is an
upgrade to the infrastructure of downtown Westfield.

MS Planning Board Hears
Plan for Levi Cory House

By JULIA QUELLER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE - The borough’s
planning board last Thursday reviewed
the Mountainside Restoration
Committee’s plan to relocate the his-
toric Levi Cory House from the corner
of New Providence Road and Moun-
tain Avenue to Constitution Plaza. The
home was most recently occupied by
Patterson Interiors, which was preceded
by Barrett & Crain Realtors.

The house, which will sit between
the Mountainside Fire Department and
Mountainside Public Library, will
neighbor the Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House, another property that belongs

to the committee. The committee is
comprised of 15 volunteers, appointed
by the borough mayor, who preserve
the borough’s historic information and
maintain the Hetfield House and Cory
House.

Planning Board Chairman John
Tomaine said the board would act as an
advisory body in this matter.

Board Attorney Vincent Loughlin

said the board is an affiliated group and
will thus provide advice “and a lot of
good influence.”

“We’ve worked with the mayor and
the council since the inception of the
proposal and… the mayor said the
Borough of Mountainside and the en-
tire council is behind the move,” Com-
mittee Chairman Scott Daniels said.
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Special Primary Election
To Cost County $885,000

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County
Freeholders last Thursday went on
record as opposing a Wednesday, Oc-
tober 16 special election for the United
States Senate seat of Frank Lautenberg,
who died earlier this month. County
election officials estimate the Tues-
day, August 13 special Primary and
October election will cost Union
County $1.7 million.

The freeholders approved contracts
for printing and mailing election bal-
lots at Thursday’s meeting. Total costs
for the Primary is estimated at
$885,000, officials said. The board
opted not to include additional monies
for the October election, as that elec-
tion is the subject of a legal challenge.
Officials said the two elections com-
bined would cost the county in excess
of $1.7 million.

“We are not opposed to the Primary
Election,” Freeholder Dan Sullivan
said. “Obviously, the whole issue here
is the scheduling of this general elec-
tion and this outrageous conduct by
the governor scheduling this election.
The county has to go into their pockets
to the tune of $1.75 million in order to
pay for this, with no guarantee; yet are
we ever going to be reimbursed for this
by the state?”

Union County Deputy Clerk Nicole
DiRado said ballot positions for the
August Primary will be drawn at 3
p.m. on Friday, June 21. She said, by
federal law, mail-in and overseas bal-
lots must be mailed by Saturday, June
29.

“It’s a very short turnaround in the

Primary,” Ms. DiRado said, adding that
the clerk’s office had to begin position-
ing layout for the ballot this week.

Royal Printing Services, Inc., of West
New York, N.J., was given a $181,205
contract by the freeholders to print the
official or machine ballots, sample bal-
lots that are mailed to voters, emer-
gency ballots, emergency ballot tally
sheets, provisional ballots and provi-
sional ballot inventory cards.

B&B of Lebanon was given a
$107,205 contract to print the vote-by-
mail and provisional ballots while Full
Service Mailers of Hackensack received
a $29,033 contract for fulfillment ser-
vices.

Ms. DiRado said advertising, post-
age of around $25,000, overtime and
computer software consulting fees are
additional costs to be incurred by the
county clerk’s office. Ms. DiRado said
the clerk’s office anticipates spending
$458,000 for the August Primary.

Finance Director Bibi Taylor said
the Board of Elections is expected to
spend $482,000, which includes pay-
ing poll workers, transporting election
machines, publishing legal advertising
notices and paying voting authority
challengers.

Dennis Kobitz, administrator for the
Union County Board of Elections, said
overtime would be a big number for his
office. He said the county’s 500 voting
machines will have to be prepared for
the Primary and General Election be-
ginning with checking machine num-
bers with the clerk’s office numbers for
the June 4 Primary before the machines
can be stripped. He said his six certified

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WINE AND CHEESE...The Arc of Union County held its fifth annual Wine &
Cheese Tasting and Beer & Bourbon Tasting Saturday at the Liberty Hall
Museum Carriage House and Gardens. Proceeds of the event support The Arc,
a provider of on- and off-site educational, recreational and support services to
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families.
Pictured, volunteer Bill Ziff of Westfield pours a wine sample for an attendee.

Report Clears Morin in CF
Conflict of Interest Dispute

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – An independent
report commissioned by the Cranford
Township Committee has found that
there was no conflict of interest in
Phil Morin’s representation of
Cranford on the Lehigh Acquisition
site plan hearings relating to 555
South Avenue or the Birchwood Av-
enue/Cranford Development Asso-

ciates affordable housing litigation.
The report by Michael Ambrosio,

an attorney and professor at Seton
Hall Law School, made this opinion
on the basis that the law firm of Florio
Perucci Steinhardt and Fader (FPSF),
which employs Mr. Morin, withdrew
its representation after the deed for
555 South Avenue was transferred
from Lehigh to Woodmont Proper-

WF Council Discusses Dual Engine
Train; Remembers Gerald Glasser

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council, on Tuesday night,
heard from former mayor Tom Jardim
and Martin Robins of the Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition, who are seek-
ing support of their effort to have NJ
Transit commit to new dual-powered
locomotives to the Raritan Valley
Line.

NJ Transit currently is testing dual-
powered locomotives, which can
change from diesel to electric with
the flip of a switch, according to Mr.
Robins. This would allow trains to go
directly from Westfield into New York
Penn Station, eliminating the need to
switch trains. The new locomotives

are set to go into use in 2014, but NJ
Transit has yet to say where they will
be used.

“For the first time, we will have the
opportunity to have a one-seat ride
into Manhattan,” Mr. Jardim told the
council. “This is a great town…but it
can be even better.”

Mr. Robins explained that not all
of the trains leaving Westfield would
become a one-seat ride, but that they
are asking NJ Transit to allocate some
of the new locomotives to the Raritan
Valley Line during peak and week-
end times.

“This is not a simple and easy
thing,” Mr. Robins told the council.
He explained that the maximum pos-
sible number of trains are already

going into New York Penn Station
and that NJ Transit will have to
change the schedule on other lines
in order to accommodate the Raritan
Valley Line. He added that the
Raritan Valley Line accounts for 10
percent of NJ Transit’s ridership and
that no track construction would be
needed because the Raritan Valley
Line already connects to the North
East Corridor, which already runs
direct to Manhattan.

He encouraged the mayor and coun-
cil, as well as members of the commu-
nity, to contact NJ Transit’s Executive
Director, James Weinstein, asking him
to designate the new locomotives to the
Raritan Valley Line. “We need a
groundswell of support and interest,”
Mr. Robins said.

“I’ve been taking the train since 1994,
so I’m all in,” Councilman Frank Arena
said.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky said he has
already been in touch with Assembly
members Jon Bramnick of Westfield
and Nancy Munoz of Summit, as well
as Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21) of
Westfield, who all support the alloca-
tion of dual-power locomotives to the
Raritan Valley Line. He said he is work-
ing to get a meeting with Mr. Weinstein.

At the start of the council meeting a
moment of silence was observed for
lifelong Westfield resident Gerald
Glasser who passed away on June 16.
Mayor Skibitsky said that Mr. Glasser
was “one of the greatest humanitarians
I have ever known.”

According to his obituary, Mr.
Glasser served on the Overlook Hospi-
tal Foundation, the Westfield Founda-
tion and the Union County College
Board of Governors; along with serv-
ing as president of the Thomas Glasser
Foundation, named for his son who
was killed on September 11th, and
helped fund Imagine, which helps fami-
lies deal with loss.

According to Mayor Skibitsky, the
Glasser family has asked that dona-
tions be made to Imagine in his name.

Additionally, the council granted a
request from the Westfield Area Y to
close Ferris Place on Sunday, Septem-
ber 15 from 1 to  4 p.m., to hold a 90th
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MS Council Hires New Cops;
Amends Land Use Ord.

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
regular public meeting this past Tues-
day night, the Mountainside Borough
Council announced the hiring of two
new law enforcement officers who
will serve in the Mountainside Police
Department.

After the board passed a resolution
confirming their appointment, James
Debbie, III, and Adam Foti were
sworn in by Borough Council Presi-
dent and Police Commissioner Keith
Turner.

As covered in the recent edition of
The Westfield Leader, Mr. Turner pre-
viously stated the new hires would
not negatively affect the budget for
the borough, as they will fill vacan-
cies. He expanded upon that fact dur-
ing Tuesday’s meeting.

“I just want the public to be aware
that we are not actually increasing
the size of the police force,” Mr.
Turner stated. “We have been one
officer down for several years now.
So that [the new hire] will bring us up
to where we were…four years ago.

“Due to an anticipated retirement
[Chief of Police and Borough Ad-
ministrator James Debbie is due to

retire as police chief in 2014] within
a year or so, six months after their
graduation from the police academy
we will have another vacancy in our
police department.”

The two recruits will attend the
John H. Stamler Police Academy in
Scotch Plains for approximately six
months. After completion of acad-
emy training and being Police Train-
ing Commission (PTC) certified,
Officers Debbie and Foti will join the
ranks of the Mountainside Police
Department as probationary officers
with a starting salary of $39,118. The
two officers will complete their pro-
bationary period after one year.

The council next recognized sev-
eral of the borough’s younger resi-
dents for their contributions to
Mountainside’s Memorial Day cel-
ebration last month.

Jenna Brancatella was honored for
winning the Memorial Day essay
contest, while Melina Colonias was
honored for winning the Memorial
Day poster contest.

Members of the Veterans of For-
eign Wars (VFW) Post No. 10136
Mountainside Memorial Post were
on hand to present the students with
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