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Floraphile Club Plans
Year-End Celebration
CRANFORD – The Floraphile

Garden Club of Cranford will hold
its year-end celebration on Mon-
day, June 17, at 12:30 p.m. at
the Hanson House, located at 38
Springfield Avenue, Cranford.
Harv Nevalls will give a presen-
tation entitled “What Your Back-
yard Needs to Attract Birds.”

Attendees also will do a gar-
dening book swap. Each person
who brings a book from her
personal collection can swap it
and bring home a “new” book
for her horticulture library.

As always, guests are welcome.
To learn more about joining the
Floraphile Garden Club of Cranford
or for information on future
events, contact Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net.

Historical Society
Posts Garage Sale

CRANFORD – The Cranford His-
torical Society will hold a
Fundraiser Garage Sale on Sat-
urday, June 22, from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. at the Crane-Phillips House
Museum, located at 124 North
Union Avenue, Cranford. The
Society has requested no “early
birds” at the event.

This fundraiser is to benefit the
purchase of a miniature barn in
memory of Donald Widdows, a
member and former trustee of
the Society. This miniature barn
will be placed at the Crane-Phillips
House Museum, just as it was in
the 1870s, for all visitors and
annual third-grade school tours
to see. For more information about
the garage sale, call (908) 447-
6994.

The Cranford Historical Society
preserves and perpetuates the
history of Cranford. Anyone inter-
ested in becoming a member of
the Society is asked to visit the
organization’s website,
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com, for
a membership form or to call the
office at (908) 276-0082 to have a
membership form mailed.

 “Each summer, we would have
to create 30-40 plein air paintings
as part of our course work,” he
recalled.

 For Mr. Mikushkin, plein air
painting is all about space and
feeling.

“Plein air painting allows the art-
ist to experience color and space
and a three-dimensional world,”
he explained. “An artist uses past
experience to learn with every
painting produced.”

 Nancy Harrison of Cranford was
observing the artists as she strolled
downtown with her three grand-
children.
 “The plein air event is exciting
and it adds flair and interest to the
community, she commented, add-
ing that it is not that often that one
gets to see an artist at work.
 In addition to painting plein air
style in and around Cranford,
“Paint the Town” also included a
demonstration by award-winning
artist and plein air participant,
Stewart White, at the Simply
Gallery on Thursday evening.

 Other events over the course
of the five days included the timed

“Quick Draw” painting competi-
tion, a Pre-Show Gala, and a
Grand Finale Art Exhibit and Sale.

 Quick Draw and Main Art
Awards were judged by Peter
Trippi, the Editor of Fine Art Con-
noisseur.

JCAS is a non-profit group of
artists and citizens dedicated to
raising awareness of the arts and
the artistic process, as well as
integrating the arts into the com-
munity through education, events,
and economic development.

More information about JCAS can
be found on their website,
www.jcas.org.

Plein Air Event Draws Artists Kenilworth Hist. Soc. Slates
Nitschke Open House Event
KENILWORTH – Kenilworth’s

newly restored historic Oswald J.
Nitschke House, located at 49 South
21st Street, will open its doors to
the general public this Saturday,
June 15, in celebration of Flag Day
weekend. Visitors are invited to
tour the site during an “open house”
event hosted by the Kenilworth
Historical Society from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Admission is free.

Attendees will have an opportu-
nity to view the fine craftsmanship
that is evident in the carefully
restored walls, ceilings, floors and
faux-grained woodwork through-
out the house, according to the
Historical Society.

Visitors also will see how the
Nitschke House basement has been
transformed into a cultural arts
center, which will serve as a venue
for art exhibits, concerts, meet-
ings and other community events
and celebrations.

“We’ve worked very hard to
reach this significant milestone
and are extremely grateful to the
New Jersey Historic Trust, New
Jersey Cultural Trust, New Jersey
DEP Green Acres Program, Union
County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs, E.J.
Grassmann Trust, Kenilworth of-
ficials, Kenilworth Veterans Cen-
ter/VFW Post 2230, Dr. Jerome
Forman, LaTorre Construction,
Connolly and Hickey Historical Ar-
chitects, Cottage Gardens, Wagner
Construction, Meyer and Depew
and all the many other businesses,
individuals and organizations who
have assisted us, along the way,
with various aspects of the
Nitschke House preservation
project,” said Shirley Boyden Max-
well, president of the Kenilworth
Historical Society.

A major portion of the interior
restoration work was carried out
with the help of grants from the
New Jersey Historic Trust and the
New Jersey Cultural Trust, as well

as “Preserve Union County” grant
funds. An earlier New Jersey His-
toric Trust grant, totaling nearly
$200,000, helped fund the exte-
rior restoration, completed in 2007.

These competitive grants were
matched with funds awarded to
the Nitschke House project by the
E.J. Grassmann Trust and various
local businesses, in addition to
other monies raised by the
Kenilworth Historical Society
through multiple ongoing fund-
raising activities.

Once the Nitschke House site is
fully operational, it will feature not
only a “living history” museum on
the first floor and a cultural arts
center in the basement, but also
three rooms of exhibits on the
second floor; an elevator that will
make the building completely ac-
cessible for people of all ages and
abilities; additional heirloom gar-
dens and a Kenilworth Heritage
Walkway featuring engraved com-
memorative pavers sponsored by
local donors.

LOCAL TALENT…PetroGrass, a bluegrass band featuring members from
Garwood and Cranford, will play a private concert on Monday, June 17,
beginning at 6:30 p.m. for residents of Westfield Senior Citizens Housing. It will
take place in the garden at the Unit 1 building, located at 1133 Boynton Avenue,
Westfield. The five-member ensemble’s repertoire includes fiddle tunes and
country and folk selections, as well as Celtic tunes and waltzes. The band also has
appeared at other local venues.

Quinnipiac Announces
Grads

HAMDEN, Conn. – The follow-
ing area residents graduated from
graduated from Quinnipiac Uni-
versity during the 82nd Under-
graduate Commencement held
May 19.

Ryan Conde of Mountainside -
Bachelor of Arts in Film, Video and
Interactive Media; Gregory
DiGiovine of Cranford - Bachelor of
Science in Financial Management;
Michael Forgash of Westfield -
Bachelor of Science in Financial
Management; Emily Kline of
Westfield - Bachelor of Arts in
Sociology; Joseph Kopser of
Westfield - Bachelor of Arts in
Journalism; Rachael Leahy of
Westfield - Bachelor of Science in
International Business; Michael
Morgese of Cranford - Bachelor of
Arts in Film, Video and Interactive
Media; Krystin Orrico of Cranford -
Bachelor of Science in Marketing;
Carla Somnolet of Westfield - Bach-
elor of Arts in Psychology; Caitlin
Steele of Westfield - Bachelor of
Science in Entrepreneurship;
Daniel Sullivan of Westfield - Bach-
elor of Science in Marketing.


