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Board Discusses Ideas for
North Ave. Approach to CF

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Planning Board met last Wednes-
day evening to discuss ideas for
the 20-acre gateway on the rail-
road side of the street approach
to Cranford, along North Avenue
between the former Central Rail-
road of New Jersey Roundhouse
and Roselle.

Board Attorney Allan Barkin
said the area is, according to the
Master Plan, deemed a research,
office and light industry, or ROI,
zone. The goal of the board is to
come up with an appealing mix
of business that would be archi-
tecturally attractive, provide
ratables, be welcoming and keep
the traffic density low.

Since this was the first meet-
ing on this project, the board
considered many ideas and re-
jected some others that would
not be appropriate for the gate-
way plan. Former mayor Dan
Aschenbach said he was con-
cerned the final plan would en-
sure a good flow of traffic. The
Garden State Parkway ingress
and egress are not too far from
the proposed gateway parcel.
Mayor Tom Hannen, Jr. ex-
pressed the same concerns.

“We have to be proactive, not
reactive,” Planning Board Vice-
Chairman Kevin Illing said.

The board members all had
suggestions of what they would
like to see at the site, but the
Master Plan excludes some
choices.

“The area now is zoned for
professional offices, research
labs, and a small food store, not
a large supermarket,” Mr. Barkin
said.

Essential services are allowed
in the zone, but no one seemed
to know what that meant. Board
members agreed that they did
not want a succession of strip

malls. Board member Kathy
Murray had recused herself from
the discussion and left the meet-
ing.

At one point, Mr. Barkin sug-
gested that everyone review the
ordinances and reaffirm what
they did not want to be in the
gateway. The board talked about
a hotel or motel, but the idea
was voted down. They also men-
tioned a child-care center, but
scrapped the idea. Board mem-
bers also considered a bank, but
Mr. Barkin said a drive-up win-
dow might deem the idea condi-
tional.

Mr. Aschenbach had some lit-
erature from a previous time
when the township was consid-
ering developing South Avenue.
He suggested the board look it
over just to get ideas.

At the beginning of the meet-
ing, the board had an informal
discussion on the necessity of
filling the position of administra-
tor in regard to overseeing the
implementation of affordable-
housing rules. Board members
also agreed that a process or
mechanism should be put in place
to enforce the rules. Mr.
Aschenbach said, “This is seri-
ous; COAH (Council on Afford-
able Housing) has guidelines.”

“I’m really surprised, disap-
pointed and dismayed at his re-
action,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

In previous meetings, Mr.
Renaud and Mr. Nierstedt both
expressed doubts about the suc-
cess of legal action against
Westfield. They explained that
the developer had met the state-
mandated “residential site im-
provement standards” which is
required to reduce the storm
water runoff from the property.
They also said the project in-
cluded affordable or so-called
Mount Laurel housing units, which
increases the difficulty in block-
ing construction.

“I don’t know what other action
this council should take,” Mr.
Nierstedt said. “I don’t know what
other action the residents are
encouraging us to take.”

Mr. Grohol told the council that
he had contacted an insurance
broker about the project and said
if the area along the brook was
changed to a flood zone the cost
to insure his home would jump
from about $500 to more than
$1,900 a year.

“Multiply that by the 100 or
more houses down that brook,
and we are talking some serious
money,” Mr. Grohol said. “So
drainage is the issue, and money
gets some serious attention.”

He therefore suggested the
bonding proposal, which the
council referred to Mr. Renaud.
Mr. Renaud was absent on Tues-
day.

Mr. Nierstedt and Mr. Guarriello
scheduled an inspection walk of
the Garwood Brook on Saturday,
June 29, and invited residents to
join them at their own risk.

In other meeting news, the
deadline for bulk garbage appli-
cations has been extended to
Friday. So far, 120 households
have signed up. The $80 permit
allows for disposal of up to 750
pounds of bulk. Pickup is sched-
uled to start on Monday, June 24,
and run for two to three days

depending on the number of
trucks. Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma will mail or e-mail per-
mits with instructions.

Participating households should
have their bulk out by 7 a.m. on
June 24. About 80 households
have signed up for the borough-
wide yard sale on Saturday and
Sunday, June 22 and 23, accord-
ing to Ms. Ariemma.

Three properties are still en-
croaching on the Athletic Field
Complex. Ms. Ariemma said she
sent another letter dated May 28
to the homeowners. She said
she did not include a deadline
but told them what the encroach-
ment was and that the project
was underway. The letter did

ask the homeowners to contact
the borough and provide a time
frame for when the encroach-
ment will be taken care of, but
none have so far, according to
Ms. Ariemma. The buildings and
grounds committee is going to
meet to come up with the best
way to proceed, with input from
Mr. Renaud.

For now, leaf bags will be pro-
vided for free to residents. Coun-
cil members passed an ordinance
at their previous meeting requir-
ing homeowners to place leaves
in biodegradable bags or in con-
tainers 32 gallons or less. The
measure ends the Department of
Public Works practice of vacuum-
ing leaves left in the streets.

Budget Cuts Reduce Cranford Tax Hikes 2 Percent

Garwood Dems Fail
Get Write-In Candidate

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Last week’s
Democratic Primary in Garwood
failed to generate candidates for
this November’s General Election
against Republican Councilman
James Mathieu and Mike Martin.
Mr. Mathieu ran off the local GOP
endorsed line, defeating recently
appointed Councilman Steven
Blaufeder.

No Democrats filed by the April 1
deadline to file nominating peti-
tions with the Garwood Borough
Clerk. Thus, a write-in campaign
was necessary.

Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
told The Westfield Leader that
there were three write-in votes in
last week’s Primary. Charles Tombs
received two votes and Joe Sarno
garnered a vote. Ms. Ariemma
said Mr. Sarno is a registered Re-
publican, but that Mr. Tombs was
eligible to run as a Democrat.

The clerk said, however, that
the Union County Board of Elec-

tions informed her that the mini-
mum of write-in votes needed
was five.

Another write-in candidate
could still come forward in No-
vember but they would need to
be the top vote getter. In 2009,
the last gubernatorial election
year, the top Garwood council
vote getter received 669 votes.

In the June 4 GOP Primary, Mr.
Mathieu, who lost the support of
local party leaders over the past
few years, was the top vote get-
ter, with 124 tallies good for 36
percent of the vote in the three-
way race. Also victorious was
Mike Martin who received 119
vores or 34 percent of the vote.

Recently appointed Councilman
Steven Blaufeder  finished third
with 102 or 20 percent of the
vote. Mr. Blaufeder and Mr. Mar-
tin ran on a line endorsed by the
Garwood Republican Committee.

Garwood Seniors Set
Casino Trip Date

GARWOOD – The Garwood Se-
nior Citizens Club invites mem-
bers of the community to join the
club for a trip to the Showboat
Casino in Atlantic City on Wednes-
day, June 26.

The bus will leave from the
Garwood Firehouse parking lot
at 9 a.m. and return at approxi-
mately 7 p.m. The cost of the
outing is $25 per person. For
further information, call Mary
Spina at (908) 789-0127.
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