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Three Group 3 championships
in four years is what the Cranford
High School baseball seniors have
accomplished when the Cougars
defeated Burlington Township,
4-2, at Toms River East High
School on June 9. But it did take
an entire team to pull the Cou-
gars to sweet victory and to earn
the state’s No. 1 ranking.

“It is really a credit to the se-
niors’ work ethic. They were tal-
ented when they were in Little
League and had great instructions
from their coaches, Mr. Bruns, Mr.
Forrestal, Mr. Folinusz (others
mentioned). They were ready
when they came here and we tried
not to mess it up,” said Cougar
Head Coach Dennis McCaffrey.

Senior Ryan Williams (drafted
by the Texas Rangers in the 28th
round) upped his season record

to 11-0, scattering five singles,
while walking two and striking
out eight. Williamson also added

a double, but junior Matt Ravitier
put the 25-1 Cougars in the
driver’s seat when he rapped a

RAVITIER RAPS 2-RUN IB; FEENEY RBI 2B; TROTTER 1B, SCORE; WILLIAMSON 8 K’s, 11TH WIN

Cougars Grab Group 3 Title, Topple Burlington Twp, 4-2
two-run single, scoring junior
Bobby Bruns, the pinch runner
for sophomore Albert Garguilo,
who singled, and senior Alex Plick,
who reached safely on a sacrifice
bunt, in the bottom of the fifth
inning to make the score, 3-2.
Senior Jake Forrestal also had a
bunt single just before Ravitier’s
single and his pinch runner, jun-
ior Jack McCaffrey, scored an
insurance run on senior Andrew
DiFrancesco’s sacrifice fly.

The Cougars scored their first
run in the bottom of the first
inning when junior Tommy Trot-
ter tapped a leadoff single and
scored on senior Sean Feeney’s
double. Burlington Township (16-
8) took a 2-1 lead in the top of the
fourth when Dennis Stewart poked
an RBI single and Zach Schuyler
added an RBI groundout.

“Everybody contributed. Every-
body did have a role in the team’s

success. They all were very hard
workers,” Coach McCaffrey added.

As freshmen in 2010, the group
of seniors, which also includes
Chris Folinusz, Matt DiMartino,
John Armstrong and George
Georgeadis, sunk Ocean City, 15-
3, in five innings for their first
Group 3 title. Williamson relieved
in the third inning but had to
leave when a line drive shot back
to the mound broke his hand.
Last year, the Cougars silenced
Freehold Boro, 4-1, for their sec-
ond Group 3 title. Williamson
tossed a two-hitter. Folinusz
blasted a solo shot in the fourth
inning and added another solo
blast in the sixth inning.

Burlington Twp 000 200 0 2
Cranford 100 030 x 4
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