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A great ride finally came to an
end for the Westfield High School
baseball team when it experi-
enced an 8-1 defeat from the
bats and aggressiveness of the
No. 4 ranked Eastern Vikings in
the Group 4 championship game
at Toms River North on June 9.

The 29-4 Vikings capitalized on
an unfortunate Blue Devil error,
and some very crafty base run-
ning to grab an early 3-0 lead,
while dodging the bullet twice
with serious threats in the sec-
ond and third innings to keep the
momentum in their dugout.

From that point, the momen-
tum remained in their corner with
the assistance of pitcher Steve
Priolo, who permitted only one
hit and a free pass from the
fourth inning onward. Priolo fin-
ished with seven strikeouts, while

walking one and allowing five
hits.

“We had second and third twice.
We just didn’t get the big hit that
we needed. We had the right
people up, but we didn’t hit the
ball,” Blue Devil Head Coach Bob
Brewster said.

Blue Devil starting pitcher Brad
DeMartino spent four and a third
innings on the mound, allowing
five hits and walking three, while
striking out five. With the score,
5-0, senior Kevin Galasso re-
lieved and after yielding a two-
run double to the first batter,
Jake Quinn, who finished with a
pair of doubles, yielded a run on
two hits and a hit batter in the
sixth inning and two hits in the
seventh.

“Brad did well. We were trying
to keep it close, so we brought
Kevin in, and the kid hit a couple
of shots on him, and that was it.

They beat us fair and square,”
Coach Brewster said.

The Vikings scored twice in the
top of the second. Priolo drew a
walk, stole second and scored
when a grounder slipped through
the legs of the third baseman.
After DeMartino fanned the next
two batters, Billy Beasley tapped
a single to left, then Ben Hoffman
(3-for-3, double, run scored)
rapped an RBI single.

In the Westfield second, Jake
Greenberg and Tyler Bowman
both chopped one-out singles and
advanced to third and second,
respectively, on a wild pitch, but
the next batter grounded out to
the pitcher and the final batter
popped up to Priolo.

In the third inning, Tom Flacco
(brother of quarterback Joe
Flacco of the Super Bowl Cham-
pion Baltimore Ravens) put on
an exhibition of base running

after slapping a single to right.
Flacco stole second and third
base, and even though he was
checked on a grounder to third,
he stole home when the ball was
thrown to first for the putout.

The Blue Devils threatened
again in the third when Quinn
Dursee bounced a leadoff single
and Anthony Perconte followed
with a single over second. Matt
Storcks advanced the runners into
scoring position with a sacrifice
bunt, but Priolo fanned the next
batter and got the next to ground
out on a check swing.

A pair of doubles, two walks, a
wild pitch, a throwing error to
first on a pickoff attempt and a
mental lapse on coverage at home
provided the Vikings with a 7-0
lead in the fifth.

In the sixth, Storcks singled to
right-center and advanced to third
on a pair of wild pitches. Liam

Devin stepped up and brought
Stocks home with a groundout to
second. The Vikings got their final
run as a result of a hit batter, a
double and a difficult pop-up that
plopped into shallow right.

Even though falling short of
grasping a Group 4 crown, the
19-12 Blue Devils, who finished
ranked 13th in New Jersey,  gelled
at the right time. After a dismal
beginning, they were runners up
to the Cranford Cougars, who
became the Group 3 champions
with a 4-2 victory over Burlington
Township, in the Union County
Tournament, won the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 4 title and
were the only team to defeat
Cranford this season.

“After starting 0-3, it was pretty
tough for us to recuperate and
get back to where we thought we
should be playing well. We were
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