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l'ennemi du journaliste

BLUE DEVIL LUPPINO EIGHTH IN 1,600METERS, BLUE DEVIL GIRLS FINISH NINTH IN THE 4X8

WF Boys 4th in 4x8 at MOC, CR’s Grant, Hunter 3-4 T.J.
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New Jersey’s best track & field
athletes converged on Frank Jost
Field in South Plainfield on June 5
to compete at the Meet of Cham-
pions, and the Westfield High
School Blue Devils and Cranford
Cougars managed to place a few
of their athletes in the top-8.

Blue Devils Kevin Smith, Matt
Luppino, Rob Marczydlo and Dan
Luzzi finished fourth in the 4x800
meters with a time of 7:56.79.
Blue Devil senior Peter Fagan did
not place in the top-6 but did
clear 14-6 in the pole vault event.
Blue Devils Gabby Stravach,
Natalie Marcotullio, Meghan
O’Dwyer and Emily McBain fin-
ished ninth in the 4x800 with a

time of 9:28.63, and Meghan
Reilly placed 12th in the javelin
with a toss of 117-10.

Luppino, a junior, won his heat
in the 1,600 with a personal-
record (PR) time of 4:16.98 His
time was good enough to place
him in the top-8 at No. 8. Luppino
was hanging in the fifth position
during the first lap and moved up
to fourth in the following laps
until he put on a big kick to pass
the rest by the time he crossed
the finish line. All season, Luppino
has also been competing in the
800 meters, which required a
stronger kick.

“I was waiting for my time. The
race went out very hard. I knew
the front five were going to run
tough and they were going to

finish tough, so I just stayed with
that pack, made it around the
end, had a little left for a kick and
I had a huge PR by about four
seconds. It’s great for a kick
when you have so much training
in the 800. You know you got to
be able to kick. When we got
around a quarter of a mile, you
just got to go out and kick. Today
is beautiful. Today was a great
day for track & field,” Luppino
said.

Cranford Cougars Bryanna
Grant and Regine Hunter placed
3-4 in the triple jump with re-
spective distances of 38-8.5 and
38-6.5, a little under their best
distances.

“Regine’s is 39-5. She popped
that at Penn Relays this year. So
Bry ended in New Jersey at 39-8.
We will go to Nationals next week
and see it we can pop something
bigger,” said Cougar Head Coach
Pete Kane, who added, “It’s tough
that I have only a week and a half
to coach them. I have been spoiled
with two girls placing third and
fourth in the Meet of Champs. It’s
exciting for them and for me.”

During this competition, Hunter
added a new feature to her many
new looks she has introduced
this season, this time wearing a
raspberry beret.

“I think the new hair goes in
tonight she said, so she will have
some new ‘do’ for Nationals,”
Coach Kane said with a grin.

Grant and Hunter, along with
all the fans, coaches and contes-
tants, who observed from the
sidelines got a real treat when
junior Keturah Orji of Mount Ol-
ive broke the state record in the
event with a distance of 42-6.5.

“I’m thrilled with their perfor-
mances today. I think that they

are sitting there right now a little
annoyed, because they didn’t do
better. I don’t think they are mad
with their places, but I think they
wanted to go 39-40. All things
considered, they placed third and
fourth at the Meet of Champions

in a loaded field. They just jumped
against a state record holder.
You got to take everything into
perspective here. Keturah Orji is
a nice girl, a great jumper. It’s
fun to jump against the best,”
Coach Kane said.
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