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WESTFIELD AREA Y  
220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org  

Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.   
Financial assistance is available.  

Summer memberships end 9/1/13.  A $225 individual adult summer special is also available.  
New member must not have been a full facility member for the last 60 days.   

WHERE YOU BELONG  
THIS SUMMER  
Cool off in our indoor 
pools, break a sweat in 
ZUMBA, or just start on 
a path to living healthier.   

Kids can have a blast at 
camp, try a new sports 
class or become 
stronger swimmers.   

You can even enjoy a 
family “playdate” with a 
workout in our Fitness 
Express Center followed 
by a game of racquetball 
or basketball. 

Whether you are looking 
to improve your health, 
enrich your child’s life, 
or enjoy family fun in a 
community atmosphere, 
you can do more and be 
more at the Y.    

SUMMER MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL: 

The whole summer.  The whole family.  Only $325.   
(and no Joiner’s Fee—a $150 value!) 

At The 
Mattress Factory,  
this is our vision 

of Nirvana.

Come find your 

Nirvana...

...and find out what 
Made in New Jersey 

is all about!

Get some Zzzz’s
MattressFactoryBeds.com

35 South Avenue, Fanwood, NJ • 908-322-4178
Mon-Fri 10-6, Thurs 10-8, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5

Plein Air Event Draws
Artists from Near and Far

Marylou Morano for The Leader and The Times
PLEIN AIR...Russian-born painter
Nikolay Mikushkin of Syracuse, N.Y.
shows his rendition of the historic
Droescher’s Mill during Cranford’s plein
air art event held this past weekend.

SPFHS, WHS Students Share Stage
At Paper Mill Rising Star Awards

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MILLBURN – Whether or not their
talent was recognized with an award
on June 4, at the Paper Mill
Playhouse’s Rising Star Awards, stu-
dents from Scotch Plains/Fanwood
(SPFHS) and Westfield High Schools
(WHS) felt like winners. The cer-
emony was star-studded and saw cos-
tumed teens perform live, give ac-
ceptance speeches and see their names
up on the giant screen as nominees.
The evening had all the elements that
mirror the excitement and profes-
sionalism of the Tony Awards.

Students and directors from both
area schools specifically were nomi-
nated for almost two dozen Rising
Star Awards and on that night, a few

of those students from both schools
took home cash scholarships or a
coveted turquoise color Tiffany-
boxed award. A total of 31 awards
and five scholarships were distrib-
uted to nominees from across the
state.

Matthew Lynn of WHS won the
Outstanding Achievement by an Ac-
tor in a Leading Role category for his
portrayal of the title role in Bat Boy:
The Musical. By winning that top
honor, he will now represent the Pa-
per Mill Playhouse at the Fifth An-
nual National High School Musical
Theater Awards (known as the
Jimmy’s) on Broadway’s Minskoff
Theatre on Monday, July 1.

Seven nominees in the Outstand-
ing Actor category gave the audience
a glimpse of their talent by perform-
ing a snippet from their respective
shows. Matt Lynn sang the poignant,
“Let me Walk Among You,” in which
his character begs for inclusion in a
world that sees him as a freak. In his
Rising Star acceptance speech, Matt
alluded to his training at the Paper
Mill Playhouse Summer Conserva-
tory that has helped him develop and
grow as a performer. He specifically
thanked a number of people from the
school productions including his
WHS drama teacher Daniel Devlin,
the school’s music director John
Brzozowski and the show’s choreog-
rapher, Samantha Hahn.

Scholarships of $1,000 each were
awarded to two students from the
area who have been involved in the-

ater in high school and will be pursu-
ing an aspect of theatre as a college
major next year; Julie Busch from
SPFHS won the Investors Founda-
tion Rising Star Awards Scholarship
and Isabelle Smelkinson from WHS
won the Tiffany and Co. Rising Star
Awards Scholarship. There were only
five such scholarships awarded.

Because SPFHS was one of the six
schools nominated in the Outstand-
ing Overall Production of a Musical
category, the cast – in full hair, makeup
and costumes – performed a rousing
medley from The Wedding Singer
early in the night.

Additionally, two WHS students
won recognition for their outstand-
ing contribution to the production of
their school musical. A nomination
for a Student Achievement Award
went to Geneva Gleason for Costume
Design and awards were presented to
Chris Sabatino for Film/Computer
Animation and to Lydia Oquendo for
Stage Manager of Bat Boy: the Musi-
cal.

Since its inception in 1996, the
Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star
Awards for Excellence in High School
Musical Theatre have sparked the
careers of many award-winning per-
formers, all of whom attended high
school in New Jersey. Among the
alumni nominees and winners are
Academy award winner Anne
Hathaway, Tony Award winners Laura
Benanti and Nikki M. James, and
current 2013 Tony nominee Rob

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – For the fourth year,
artists from near and far converged in
Cranford to participate in “Paint the
Town,” Cranford’s plein air painting
event and art sale.

 This year’s “Paint the Town,” spon-
sored by Jersey Central Art Studio

(JCAS), took place from June 4- 9.
Plein air painting is painting done

in open air, or outside. It is an artistic
technique that gained popularity in
the late 1800s, with Claude Monet,
who is known to have used plein air
painting to create many of his im-
pressionist works.

Thirty-one artists took part this
year. They were invited to attend
based on entries judged by Marc
Dalessio, a plein air painter of por-
traits and landscapes who has lived
and painted in many countries
throughout the world.

 On Thursday, several plein air art-
ists could be found painting along
North Union Avenue.

 Catherine Hillis of Virginia was at
work on a water color of a sidewalk
landscape that had as its focal point a
bicycle propped in the doorway of
Periwinkles. It was the first time paint-
ing in Cranford for the artist, whose
work has appeared twice in Splash
14, an annual compilation of the top
100 watercolor painters in America.

 She uses watercolors as her me-
dium because of their spontaneity
and how the colors meld together.

 “Plein air painting is invigorating
and sheer fun,” Ms. Hillis told The
Westfield Leader and The Times.

 Further down North Union Av-
enue, Patricia Walach Keough of
Carlisle, Pa., was working on a rendi-
tion of an architectural structure lo-
cated near the Cranford Clock.

 Ms. Keough has been a plein air
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON TO THE NEXT COMPETITION…Westfield High School senior, Matt
Lynn, sings, “Let Me Walk Among You” from Bat Boy: the Musical at the Rising
Star Awards at the Paper Mill Playhouse on June 4. He was the recipient of the
Outstanding Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role award. He is accompa-
nied on stage by other leading actor nominees, also in character.
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Westfield Symphony Wraps Up 30th
Year With Rousing Performance

By EVAN ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) presented the
culmination of its 30th anniversary
season on June 1 at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield with a rousing
program featuring the works of
Tchaikovsky, Shostakovich,
Mussorgsky and Anthony Louis
Scarmolin. A concert delivered with
the theme of “New Beginnings,” it
marked the final nominal performance
of the ensemble before its planned
merger with the New Philharmonic of
New Jersey to form the New Jersey
Festival Orchestra, an action that “re-
flects the expansion of our geographic
footprint and graduation to statewide
recognition,” stated WSO president
Norman L. Luka.

Before a sizeable and heat-weary
audience, the orchestra, led by Mae-
stro David Wroe, opened in the electri-
fying colors of bombast and frolic in
Shostakovich’s Festive Overture.
Played at a brisk, yet tamed tempo that
eased transition into and out of the
outer majestic fanfare, the dynamics of
the fleeting inner passages seemed sel-
dom strained or haphazard, nor did the
impeccable articulation, particularly

in the winds, ever collapse into indis-
cernible banter.

The evening’s undeniable highlight,
Tchaikovsky’s “Violin Concerto in D
Major,” featuring soloist Sandy
Cameron, followed second in the pro-
gram. Conceived and completed in
Switzerland while recuperating from a
nervous breakdown precipitated by a
brief and disastrous marriage, it bears,
in wonderfully condensed form, all the
hallmarks of the irresistible
Tchaikovsky aesthetic that perpetuates
the timeless sentiment of his works.

Presented with such an idealistic
challenge — as well as the pragmatic
considerations of managing the piece’s
notoriously demanding technical ele-
ment, bordering on virtuosity — Ms.
Cameron gave a startlingly graceful
rendition, refreshing as an alternative
to all-too-common reading of brash
exuberance. She wrought a delicate
finesse into the opening Allegro
Moderato, at times appearing to tem-
per the weighty orchestra into her frol-
icking catharsis. Unaccompanied in
the rather capricious cadenza, Ms.
Cameron opted for a deeply meditative
interpretation, sometimes at the ex-
pense of technical precision.

Executing the second movement

canzonetta with such delicate grace
seemed a greater challenge. The winds
were not always accommodating dy-
namically, resulting in minor textual
imbalances between the soloist and
orchestra. Nevertheless, Ms. Cameron
did not compromise her aesthetic con-
victions, seamlessly weaving in mo-
ments of soaring elocution and wrench-
ing sobriety before bursting into the
unbridled exuberance of the finale Al-
legro vivacissmo. Here, soloist and or-
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INSPIRATIONAL...Sandy Cameron meets and greets aspiring young musicians
after her performance with the Westfield Symphony at the season finale concert
at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield on June 1.


