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STORCKS SINGLES, SCORES RUN; DEVIN KNOCKS RBI

Vikings Sack Blue Devils, 8-1,
For Group 4 Baseball Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A great ride finally came to an end
for the Westfield High School base-
ball team when it experienced an 8-1
defeat from the bats and aggressive-
ness of the No. 2 ranked Eastern
Vikings in the Group 4 championship
game at Toms River North on June 9.

The 29-4 Vikings capitalized on an
unfortunate Blue Devil error, and
some very crafty base running to grab

an early 3-0 lead, while dodging the
bullet twice with serious threats in the
second and third innings to keep the
momentum in their dugout.

From that point, the momentum
remained in their corner with the as-
sistance of pitcher Steve Priolo, who
permitted only one hit and a free pass
from the fourth inning onward. Priolo
finished with seven strikeouts, while
walking one and allowing five hits.

“We had second and third twice.

We just didn’t get the big hit that we
needed. We had the right people up,
but we didn’t hit the ball,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Bob Brewster said.

Blue Devil starting pitcher Brad
DiMartino spent four and a third in-
nings on the mound, allowing five
hits and walking three, while striking
out five. With the score, 5-0, senior
Kevin Galasso relieved and after
yielding a two-run double to the first

CHAMBLISS RAPS 2-RUN DBL, SNYDER 2-RUN SINGLE

Pioneers Scorch Blue Devils
In Softball Showdown, 8-7

BLUE DEVIL LUPPINO 8TH IN 1,600M, GIRLS 4X8 9TH

WF Boys 4th in 4x8 at MOC,
CR’s Grant, Hunter 3-4 T.J.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jostling back-and-forth for the lead
was common throughout, but the fi-
nal jostle went in favor of the home
team when the New Providence High
School softball team scored a run in
the bottom of the seventh inning to
scorch the Westfield Blue Devils, 8-
7, on D-Day June 6.

After defeating Governor
Livingston, 15-1, in five innings for
the Union County Tournament title
on May 30, the Blue Devils were
under the impression that their sea-
son had ended, but the Pioneers had
an outside chance of tying them for
the conference title if they could beat
AL Johnson, Elizabeth and the Blue
Devils, who then would also have to
lose to Elizabeth. The Pioneers suc-
ceeded in defeating the ALJ Crusad-

ers, 4-0, and Elizabeth, 7-1.
“It was a heck of a game. We knew

they were a good team. Early in the
season we beat them, 3-2, so we
knew it was going to be a battle
without a doubt. Back-and-forth,
back-and-forth and home field ad-
vantage. When you get last licks,
that’s how it goes. They played the
game,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Caitlin MacDonald said.

After the Blue Devils went down in
order in the top of the first, the Pio-
neers took the initiative. Alex Esposito
(2-for-3, 3 runs scored) singled to
right field, and pitcher Cassandra
Squeri (3-for-4) chopped a single past
second. Amelia Ekert, who finished
3-for-4 with three RBI, looped an
RBI single over first, but when the
throw to home went out of play, Squeri
was also allowed to score to make the

score, 2-0.
The 20-7 Blue Devils took advan-

tage of two errors and three wild
pitches, along with Cali Chambliss’
two-run double down the third
baseline that scored Natalie Tupper
and Sam Velez, to seize a 3-2 lead in
the third inning. Chrissy Ferraro
scored on one of the wild pitches.
Chambliss finished with two hits,
while Velez and Ferraro each fin-
ished with a single and two runs
scored.

Ferraro began the bottom of the
third with a super, knee-sliding catch
in centerfield, but Pioneer Elizabeth
Mehan followed with a single and
Esposito was hit-by-a-pitch. Ekert
squibbled an RBI single past short to
knot the score.

In the fourth, Pioneer Kaylin

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New Jersey’s best track & field
athletes converged on Frank Jost
Field in South Plainfield on June 5
to compete at the Meet of Champi-
ons, and the Westfield High School
Blue Devils and Cranford Cougars
managed to place a few of their
athletes in the top-8.

Blue Devils Kevin Smith, Matt
Luppino, Rob Marczydlo and Dan

Luzzi finished fourth in the 4x800
meters with a time of 7:56.79. Blue
Devil senior Peter Fagan did not place
in the top-6 but did clear 14-6 in the
pole vault event. Blue Devils Gabby
Stravach, Natalie Marcotullio,
Meghan O’Dwyer and Emily McBain
finished ninth in the 4x800 with a
time of 9:28.63, and Meghan Reilly
placed 12th in the javelin with a toss
of 117-10.

Luppino, a junior, won his heat in
the 1,600 with a personal-record
(PR) time of 4:16.98 His time was
good enough to place him in the

top-8 at No. 8. Luppino was hang-
ing in the fifth position during the
first lap and moved up to fourth in
the following laps until he put on a
big kick to pass the rest by the time
he crossed the finish line. All sea-
son, Luppino has also been com-
peting in the 800 meters, which
required a stronger kick.

“I was waiting for my time. The
race went out very hard. I knew the
front five were going to run tough
and they were going to finish tough,
so I just stayed with that pack, made
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UPENDED AT SECOND...Blue Devil second baseman Tyler Bowman, right, gets upended as Eastern’s Steve Priolo steals
the base in the second inning of the Group 4 championship game at Toms River North on June 9.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WAITING FOR THE RIGHT TIME...Blue Devil junior Matt Luppino drafts the front runner in his heat of the 1,600 and
waits for the right time to make his move. Luppino won his heat and placed eighth at the Meet of Champions on June 5.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FOUL TIP...Blue Devil Chrissy Ferraro gets a piece of the ball in the fifth inning during the game with the New Providence
Pioneers on June 6. Ferraro singled, walked and scored twice.

More photos at www.goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

Remember! – June 14
“Flag Day”


