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Remember and Honor Dad Sunday
For His Vital Role Within the Family

(908)322-4075        FranksAutoNJ@aol.com
56 S. Martine Avenue  Fanwood NJ  07023

www.FranksAutoRepair.net

Lindeman Buick Customers,
Frank’s Auto Repair & Auto Body of Fanwood 
is a family owned repair shop that has been 
serving the area for almost 40 years.  

We service ALL makes and models.

We would love the opportunity for you to 
experience our high quality of repair service 
and outstanding customer service.

We look forward to meeting you.

Frank & Tracy Constandi

FREE LOCAL
PICK-UP

Oil Changes 
Repairs

Diagnostics
Auto Body Repairs

L’image Designs StudioL’image Designs StudioL’image Designs StudioL’image Designs StudioL’image Designs Studio
Emma Preston Bennett

INTERIOR DESIGN

• CUSTOM WINDOW TREATMENTS

• ALL PHASES OF DESIGN

• SEE WEB-SITE FOR OUR ARRAY

908.208.0607908.208.0607908.208.0607908.208.0607908.208.0607

“Creating Unigue Spaces That Reflect the Personality
and Style of Each Client.”

Member of the Interior Designers Society

Westfield and Surrounding Areas

OF SERVICES

epreston@limagedesigns.com       www.limagedesigns.com

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Letters to the Editor

This Sunday, June 16, families
around the country will gather to
celebrate Father’s Day. A tradition in
the United States for more than a
century, this day began as a loving
tribute by one daughter to the single
father who raised her, and has since
become an annual recognition of all
fathers and those other special men
who play fatherly roles. It is a day to
honor fathers for their devotion, the
loving examples they set for their
families and the pivotal role they play
in the lives of their sons and daugh-
ters from infancy through maturity.

The idea of a day to honor fathers
is primarily attributed to Sonora Smart
Dodd (1882-1978), a resident of Spo-
kane, Wash., whose widowed father
raised her and her five siblings on his
own after the death of his wife. Fur-
ther inspired by a Mother’s Day
church sermon, Mrs. Dodd began
advocating for a day to honor fathers
in 1908, seeking support from the
Spokane Ministerial Alliance, the
local YMCA, the business commu-
nity and government officials.
Through her efforts, the first Father’s
Day celebration took place on June
19, 1910 in Spokane.

While the concept of a Father’s
Day commemoration gradually
gained popularity throughout the na-
tion, Mrs. Dodd pressed for the day
to be awarded official recognition. It
was a cause that would span decades.
President Calvin Coolidge endorsed
it in 1924 and encouraged state gov-
ernments to observe it as well, but in
spite of positive public sentiment for
the occasion, it did not become a

national holiday at that time. In 1966,
President Lyndon Johnson signed a
proclamation calling for the third
Sunday in June to be recognized as
Father’s Day, and in 1972 President
Richard Nixon designated Father’s
Day as a permanent national holiday.
Sonora Dodd’s lifelong love for her
father was now reflected in an entire
country’s love for all its dads.

A father’s relationship with his
spouse, along with his children, forms
the foundation of a family. He is a
role model for his children, and
through his character and conduct he
influences both their development as
individuals and their own future rela-
tionships. Young people look to their
fathers for strength, guidance and
wisdom, for love and acceptance, as
an example of how to be partners and
parents themselves. The presence or
absence of a father can have a life-
long impact, and not only on the
child looking up to him, but on the
father as well.

We wish all fathers, grandfathers
and surrogate fathers in our commu-
nities a happy, healthy and safe
Father’s Day, with a special nod to all
fathers currently serving abroad in
the military who will not get to spend
this day with their families. We also
encourage sons and daughters to re-
member their fathers this Sunday –
no matter how near or far the distance
– with special appreciation for the
central and vital role they occupy in
the lives of their children and fami-
lies.

The Editor

Why Not Open Up Developmental
Centers for Low-Income Families?

We Have Kept Westfield The Best
Town in The State of New Jersey

Our Council And Town Will
Benefit From A New Voice, Energy

I am Matt Sontz, the Democratic
candidate for the Westfield Town
Council in the Third Ward. I want to
take this opportunity to introduce
myself and my candidacy to my fel-
low residents of the Third Ward.

I have lived in Westfield for 10
years with my wife and three chil-
dren. Throughout that time I have
been an active member of our com-
munity. I have volunteered as a coach
for my children’s baseball teams, I
have been a member of the Union
County Construction Board of Ap-
peals for seven years, and I have
actively fought for increasing cross-
ing guards, police officers, and
firefighters in our town. I am a me-
chanical engineer and an attorney. I
am a small business owner with my
law practice located near our down-
town.

I previously ran for Town Council
in 2007 and 2011. Both were ex-
tremely rewarding experiences in
which I learned so much about our
community’s values and needs. I de-
cided to be a candidate for Town
Council again because I believe there
is so much that needs to be done to
preserve our beautiful town for the
future and improve on what we have.
I believe our Town Council and our
town will benefit from a new voice
and new energy.

My candidacy is about improving
our town government, fighting for
fiscal responsibility, being respon-
sive to our residents, eliminating
waste, repairing and maintaining our
streets, and improving our town in

any way possible. I think our Town
Council’s decisions, financial and
otherwise, have impacted our town’s
ability to provide for public safety
and future investment. I also think
that some of our Town Council’s de-
cisions and the reasons for them have
not been transparent. I will fight to be
a reasoned voice on the Town Coun-
cil that shows respect for all residents
regardless of what position or idea
they have.

If elected, I would fight to have our
neediest roads paved, have fallen
branches cleaned up immediately,
have snow removed timely and prop-
erly, have our town’s bond rating
restored, end the culture of speeding
on our roads, create bike safe paths,
ensure that our town is never again on
the wrong side of an attorney general’s
report regarding wasteful spending,
ensure traffic control devices are
implemented wisely, restore cross-
ing guards at our busiest streets, and
much more. I am committed to being
more than just an elected official that
you hear from every four years at
election time. I will visit all of our
Third Ward neighborhoods every year
because I know that the issues impor-
tant to us don’t stop being important
when the election ends.

I look forward to meeting you and
discussing the important issues that
we face and how we can solve them.
I wish you and your family a safe and
happy summer.

Matt Sontz, Candidate
Westfield Third Ward

To the concerned families and
guardians of those with develop-
mental disabilities who insist that
the aggregate institutionalized set-
ting of developmental centers pro-
vides unmatched care for our vul-
nerable citizens, I argue, why not
open up the facility to the general
public?

With the closing of Woodbridge
and North Jersey Developmental
Centers in 2017, why not open the
housing and beds to low-income
families? If developmental centers
truly provide remarkable care, at-
tention, affection and companion-
ship – while surpassing the care of-
fered in the community – we should
use the beds and rooms of the clos-
ing developmental centers as hous-
ing for all members of the commu-
nity. The proximity of doctors, sup-
port staff and boundless social and
occupational therapies offered at de-
velopmental centers should be ac-
cessible to all.

Equally, as a self-advocate, I chal-

lenge the parents of those with dis-
abilities to try and imagine their
lives lived within the walls of an
institution. For families of people
with disabilities who reside in the
community, I ask you to truly focus
on the dynamic aspects of your day-
to-day life and the autonomy each of
you experience in life’s mundane
tasks.

Fear of the unknown in regards to
community living is common for
both the families of people with dis-
abilities and the people with dis-
abilities themselves, however, 13
other states in this country have al-
ready proven otherwise. Drastic fear
mongering stories of abuse, neglect
and mortality in the community is a
mere distraction from the ultimate
mission: providing the best lives
possible to people with disabilities.

Dante Chrystal
Linden

For the past four years it has been
my honor to serve as councilman for
Westfield’s Fourth Ward. Together,
we have kept Westfield the best town
in the State of New Jersey.

As always, my focus remains con-
trolling property taxes while provid-
ing essential services to our residents,
such as police, fire, and public works.
During my first few months on Coun-
cil, we implemented a hiring freeze
to reduce the taxpayer cost of run-
ning our local government. Four years
later, we cut our municipal payroll by
20 percent while avoiding layoffs
and preserving essential services.

However, while budgetary con-
cerns are a priority, I will never allow
budget issues to compromise public
safety. As vice-chair of our town
council’s Public Safety Committee,
nothing is more important than keep-
ing our town safe and our property
values secure.

For example, despite difficult bud-
get times, we continue to employ a
paid fire department in Westfield.
Although many of our neighboring
towns have volunteer fire depart-
ments, Westfield has paid firefighters
who are supplemented by a volunteer
squad. Moreover, similar to all of our
neighboring towns, we have mutual

aid agreements in place with these
towns to provide and receive assis-
tance during emergencies.

Last fall our town suffered exten-
sive damage from Superstorm Sandy.
Large sections of Westfield were
without power for several days. To
ensure we never compromise public
safety in the event of an emergency,
Westfield recently acquired a mobile
command center to provide our first
responders and emergency person-
nel with communication tools to pro-
vide assistance in infrastructure-dam-
aged areas. This mobile command
center will improve our response time
to emergencies and serve as a backup
to our 9-1-1 emergency system.
These measures will continue to pro-
tect our town and provide a safe
living environment for our residents.

I will continue to work hard to
keep Westfield a great and safe place
to live. As always, please contact me
with any issues or concerns regard-
ing our town.

Please visit my website at
keithloughlin.com for more infor-
mation about my re-election cam-
paign.

Keith Loughlin
Westfield Councilman

Mallory Miller of Westfield Competes for Miss NJ
Mallory Miller, 22, of Westfield

will compete for the title
of Miss New Jersey USA
2014 on October 18-20,
2013 at the Hilton
Parsippany Hotel in
Parsippany.

Miss Miller is the daugh-
ter of Craig and Mary Miller
and sister to Carlee Miller.
She graduated this past May
summa cum laude and with
baccalaureate honors with
a Bachelor of Music in
Music Theater from Rider
University.

Miss Miller has lived in
Westfield for the past 18 years, at-
tended McKinley Elementary School,
Edison Intermediate School, and
graduated from Westfield High
School in 2009.

She is excited for this opportunity
and honored to be repre-
senting the Town of
Westfield. The Miss New
Jersey USA pageants are
the official preliminaries
to the Miss USA and Miss
Universe pageants and are
a Donald Trump and
NBCUniversal joint ven-
ture.

The young woman cho-
sen as Miss New Jersey
USA 2014 will go on to
represent the State of New
Jersey in the 2014 Miss
USA pageant as seen live

on NBC television.

Mallory Miller

Sen. Tom Kean, Jr. Expounds on
Dispute With Sen. Stephen Sweeney

Twenty-four days ago, Senator
Stephen Sweeney made a public vow
unprecedented in modern American
government to explicitly ban legisla-
tion sponsored by Senators who rep-
resent some 3.5 million New
Jerseyans. His partisanship is delay-
ing solutions to stop a landfill from
polluting children’s athletic fields and
neighborhoods, as well as reforms to
prevent sexual assault of children and
the public safety of motorists.
Sweeney must be held accountable
each day that his irrational attack on
democracy continues.
Sen. Republican Leader Tom Kean Jr.

Sen. Kean refers to:
“…Senate President Stephen Sweeney,

D-3, has basically declared that his house
won’t consider any bill sponsored by a
Republican, even local measures that any
good lawmaker would sponsor for his or
her district.” (South Jersey Times, 5/28/
13)

“…It’s Sweeney, in fact, who isn’t
showing the proper respect for his own
office, or for New Jerseyans. The refusal
to post Republican bills is an abuse of his
power as Senate president, and while
such heavy-handed control over legisla-
tion is hardly unusual in the Senate and
Assembly, it’s not often this blatant or
overtly petty.” (The Asbury Park Press,
5/23/13)

“…Sweeney certainly has shown him-
self to be both a legislative obstructionist
and a compromiser. He’s a far better
legislator when he works with Republi-
cans for the good of the state. It’s time for
the compromiser to take center stage.”
(The Record, 5/22/13)

“…Sweeney’s response in purposely
blocking all Republican bills simply be-
cause they are offered by the opposing
party is unacceptable, like a playground
bully taking his ball and going home.”
(Editorial, “Sweeney Abusing Power in
Kean Feud,” The Daily Record, 5/22/13)

The Star-Ledger: Sweeney (D-
Gloucester) said he did not put his per-
mit-related measure up for a vote because
of a “drafting error.” Instead, the full
Senate voted to amend the bill — which
would embed firearms permits onto
driver’s licenses — and vote on it and
four other gun-related bills at the Senate’s
next session on May 30.

May 15, 2013 to May 20, 2013 –
Senate President Sweeney vows in media

reports to indefinitely prevent all Repub-
lican-sponsored legislation, because S-
2723 was held until May 30. He starts by
removing from May 20 Senate commit-
tee agendas several Republican-spon-
sored bills, including measures to spark
Sandy recovery and to end the suffering
of hundreds of children and families near
the hazardous Fenimore Landfill.

The Bergen Record: That delay em-
barrassed Sweeney and apparently
prompted him to retaliate by holding up
all the Republicans’ bills. Sweeney prom-
ised that no bill sponsored by a Republi-
can will get a vote. “Until I see fit”…

The Star-Ledger: “Sweeney’s order
“directly keeps dozens of suffering local
families and hundreds of area school
students at risk,” Sen. Anthony Bucco
said in a statement. The landfill, which
closed in 1977, reopened in 2011 with
plans to cap it, close it and build a solar
facility there. In the past year, however,
the landfill, operated by Rich Bernardi’s
Strategic Environmental Partners, has
drawn hundreds of complaints from resi-
dents about rotten-egg-like odors …

Editor’s Note: Several other examples
were provided too numerous to print.

SEE MORE
www.goleader.com

Probitas Verus Honos


