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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Linda Carter, chair
lcarter@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

N.J. Legislature Needs to Clear Up
Rules for Filling Senate Vacancies

Letters to
the Editor

Once again, New Jersey has shown a knack for
overly complicating its politics, most recently last
week following the death of Senator Frank
Lautenberg. Apparently, state law is unclear — any
surprise here? — about the exact process for filling
a vacant Senate seat. Governor Chris Christie was
legally allowed to follow either of two paths: appoint
a replacement to fill the vacancy until the end of
2014, when the normal election would be held to fill
the seat for the following six years, or appoint
someone for a few months until a special election is
held this fall to elect someone to serve out the final
14 months of the Lautenberg term.

The governor chose the latter option,
meaning state attorney General Jeffrey
Chiesa — a Republican named last week
to fill the seat for the time being —will
go down in New Jersey history as one of
our shortest-tenured U.S. Senators. As-
suming he serves until shortly after the
Wednesday, October 16 special elec-
tion, a term of about four months, Sen.
Chiesa will rank up there with Franklin
Davenport, a Federalist appointed to fill
a Senate vacancy in December 1798 and
who served for just under four months,
Richard Stockton Field, a Republican appointed in
November 1862 to fill a vacancy for just shy of two
months, and James Walter Wall, a Democrat va-
cancy-filler who served for four-dozen days in early
1863. More recently, Governor Thomas H. Kean,
Sr., appointed Republican Nicholas Brady in 1982 to
finish out the term of Senator Harrison Williams.
Sen. Williams, a Westfield resident at the time,
resigned after being convicted of bribery and con-
spiracy in the 1980s FBI Abscam sting operation.

Back in early 2002, New Jersey faced a comical
week in which the governor’s chair switched be-
tween individuals, and political parties, in the days
leading up to the swearing in of Jim McGreevey as
the elected governor. A year earlier, Gov. Christine
Todd Whitman had resigned to take a position with
the Bush Administration. With the post of lieutenant
governor still several years away from being cre-
ated, the vacancy meant that the president of the
State Senate, Donald DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains,
became acting governor in early 2001. Mr.
DiFrancesco also held on to his legislative leader-
ship post while leading the executive branch.

Following the November 2001 gubernatorial elec-
tion won by Mr. McGreevey, the incoming state
Senate in 2002 was going to be split evenly between

Republicans and Democrats, meaning there would
be two Senate presidents, one Democrat and one
Republican. Senate President DiFrancesco’s term in
the legislature ended on January 8, 2002, meaning
his term as acting governor also ended that same day
— a week before Mr. McGreevey’s term was to
begin. What followed was political farce that, sur-
prisingly, considering this is New Jersey politics
we’re talking about here, worked out without any
fisticuffs or raised voices even if it looked ridiculous
to outsiders.

After Mr. DiFrancesco’s term ended at noon on
January 8, state attorney general John
Farmer technically served as acting gov-
ernor for 90 minutes until state Sen.
John Bennett, a Republican, was sworn
in as co-president of the Senate and
became acting governor that same after-
noon. He served until noon on January
12, when Democratic co-president of
the Senate, Richard Codey, became act-
ing governor for the next three days
before yielding to Mr. McGreevey. That
situation resulted in the Garden State
having five — count ‘em, five — gover-
nors in a week’s time, and may have

provided some impetus for the very necessary cre-
ation of the lieutenant governor’s position.

Picture a similar game of political musical chairs
when it comes to Sen. Lautenberg’s seat. Come the
fall, there will be a new Senator filling out the
remainder of the Lautenberg term that ends at the
end of next year. Meanwhile, what if someone new
wins the November 4, 2014 Senate election and
takes office with the new Congress in January 2015?
That will mean New Jersey will have had four
different U.S. Senators — Lautenberg, Chiesa, the
winner of the October special election and the sepa-
rate winner of the November 2014 election — in the
span of about 18 months.

Such a prospect should prompt the state legisla-
ture to re-visit the statutes governing how such
vacancies are filled and to clarify them so that
governors have one clear route to follow in filling
such vacancies, be it a short-term interim place-
holder until a quick special election is held or an
appointment to fill the seat for a longer period of
time. Voters were wise in 2005 to approve the
creation of the lieutenant governor’s position to
avoid further repeats of the 2001-2002 situation.
State leaders would be similarly smart to clear up the
rules for filling Senate vacancies.

NJ’s Most
Expensive Senator

Jon Corzine (D)

More Affordable Housing Is Needed
In Westfield, Not Litigation

Thanks to All Who
Supported Fundraiser
The Garwood Knights of Colum-

bus would like to thank everyone
who donated to our annual fundraiser
for “Physically and Mentally Chal-
lenged Citizens” during the weekend
of May 4th and 5th.

Your generosity resulted in $4,722
being collected by our members
within the Borough of Garwood.

Please know that the entire amount
collected is donated to the following
local organizations: The Garwood
Public School Pre-K Handicap Pro-
gram, Union County Special Olym-
pics, The ARC of Union County,
Union County Day Training Center,
New Jersey State Special Olympics
and Catholic Community Services.

Our special thanks to the following
people for their cooperation and sup-
port: Kings store manger Brien Delp,
ShopRite store manager Joe Barbato,
Pathmark store manager Vincent
Telesco, and Dunkin Donuts fran-
chise owner Michael Komondy.

In closing, our thanks again to all
of our council members, their fami-
lies and “our friends” of the Garwood
Knights of Columbus who volun-
teered the many hours in collecting
that made this very worthy fundraiser
in helping the less fortunate a great
success.

Keith Gallagher
Michael O’Donnell, Robbie Kenney

Garwood Knights of Columbus

Terrill Middle School Walkathon
Raised Tourette Syndrome Awareness
I wanted to share with our commu-

nity the results of a wonderful event
held recently at Terrill Middle School
(TMS).

On Tuesday, June 4, the Terrill
Middle School Builder’s Club, ably
lead by 5th grade teacher Mr. Ben-
jamin Rogers, held its annual
walkathon. This year the club voted
to raise funds for the New Jersey
Center for Tourette Syndrome
(NJCTS). Approximately 40 students
raised funds and participated in the
walkathon.

The walkers wore a t-shirt designed
by Josh Klapper, a Tourette Syndrome
(TS) advocate and 6th grade student
at TMS. Coincidently, the walkathon
took place during Tourette Syndrome
Awareness Month. At the event, Jeff
Weber, communications and public
relations coordinator at NJCTS, spoke
about TS. Cory Singer, a TS advocate
and senior at Plainfield High School,

spoke and entertained the participants
with three songs. Cory was a recent
contestant on episode 6 of the hit
Bravo show “Kandi Factory” where
he won the opportunity to record a
song written by Kandi and have a
music video produced by Kandi’s
team. The song Cory recorded, which
is available on iTunes, is titled “I Can
Do Anything.” The walkathon raised
over $3,000 for NJCTS.

I wanted to thank everyone who
made this event possible, with a spe-
cial thanks to Mr. Rogers for his
leadership and dedication to Builder’s
Club. The annual TMS Builder’s Club
walkathon was a true success, bring-
ing heightened awareness of Tourette
Syndrome in our community during
Tourette Syndrome Awareness
Month.

Susan Klapper
Scotch Plains

I was encouraged to learn about
the proposed settlement of the
Mount Laurel Litigation Entitled
Sunnyside Senior Housing Of
Westfield, LLC V. Town of
Westfield, ET AL., Docket No.
UNN-L-135-09. This settlement
would ultimately result in more
rental units in Westfield, transit-
oriented development, and addi-
tional affordable housing. (Details
are contained in the Town of
Westfield 2013 Affordable Hous-
ing Compliance Plan).

The need has grown for rental
units for the following populations:

Aging Baby Boomers who want
to remain in Westfield; those who
lost their jobs and/or homes as a
result of the recession; divorced
parents who want to remain in
Westfield, and new families who
seek good schools but can’t afford
to buy a home.

The Legal Services of NJ Poverty
Research Institute publication “The
Real Cost of Living in NJ 2013” is
an excellent source for determining
who can afford to live in Westfield.
Here is just a sampling of that re-
port for Union County:

Family Type: one adult; Monthly
Rent, $1,109; Monthly Real Cost
of Living, $2,502; Annual Real Cost
of Living, $30,024.

Family Type: one adult, two
school-aged children; Monthly

Rent, $1,267; Monthly Real Cost
of Living, $5,321; Annual Real Cost
of Living, $63,852;

Family Type: two adults, two
school-aged preschool children;
Monthly Rent, $1,267; Monthly
Real Cost of Living, $6,289; An-
nual Real Cost of Living, $75,468.

A two-bedroom apartment is as-
sumed for a family with children.

Monthly Real Cost of Living in-
cludes cost of childcare, food, trans-
portation, healthcare, taxes and mis-
cellaneous.

Note that these numbers are aver-
ages for Union County. Westfield
rents are at the high end of that
distribution.

The same report also lists the occu-
pations and annual salaries for New
Jersey residents. Here is a sampling:

Occupation: office/administrative
worker, $34,720; educator, trainer,
librarian, $53,510; healthcare/tech-
nical, $72,550.

This data is compelling because
it demonstrates so clearly that in
the current rental marketplace, a
single parent with two children
earning a salary of $72,550 (for
example, a nurse or scientist) would
struggle to rent an apartment in
Westfield. Thus, the urgent need
for more rental units, especially
affordable units.

Lorraine Wearley
Westfield

Westfield High School Project ’79
Thanks All Who Supported Auction

Last week, Project ’79, the alterna-
tive education program within
Westfield High School, held a silent
auction to raise money for the up-
coming school year to allow Project
to continue to offer unique opportu-
nities to its students. Project’ 79 stu-
dents, teachers and parents would
like to thank these generous mer-
chants for their support in our auc-
tion. We could not have done it with-
out them! We hope that you also
support them as you shop in Westfield,
Mountainside, Clark and Cranford.

Our big thanks go to: 16 Prospect
Street, Adler’s Jewelers, AMC

Mountainside, Bagel Chateau,
Baron’s Drug Store, Bath Junkie,
Bittersweet Designs, Brummer’s
Chocolates, Brunner Opticians,
Hershey’s Deli, Investors Bank in
Clark, Kilkenny House Pub in
Cranford, On the Side, Philly Pretzel
Factory, Qdoba, Rialto, Rockin’ Joes,
ShopRite of Clark, ShopRite Wines
and Spirits, Tarantella’s in Clark, The
Office in Westfield, Tinga, Town Book
Store, Trader Joe’s, Turning Point
Restaurant, Westfield Y and Williams
Nursery.

Amy Berman and Donna Vallario
Coordinators, Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Gemutlich – Agreeable; cheerful
2. Avenaceous – Belonging to, or hav-

ing the nature of oats
3. Langlauf – A cross-country ski run
4. Tivy – With great speed

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

DOTHIENENTERITIS
1. A mild form of smallpox
2. Inflammation of the intestines; ty-

phoid fever
3. Inflammation of the spleen
4. Inflammation of the spinal column;

arthritis of the spine
DECAUDATE

1. To deprive of a tail
2. To pull back or retreat suddenly
3. To fade or erode
4. To pluck or remove the feathers

from an animal, such as geese
ASCHAM

1. A scam or a hoax
2. An eyepatch
3. A receptacle for archery implements
4. A sort of coarse canvas

ULULATION
1. Difficulty in the pronunciation of

the letter “l”
2. Howling or hooting
3. An awakening or rousing
4. An introductory remark or a fore-

word

Westfield Board of Health Completes
Food Inspections, Sponsors Screenings

The Westfield Board of Health
met on June 3, 2013.

Four residents recently paid a to-
tal of over $1,000 plus court costs,
with one of them paying $596, for
unlicensed and unvaccinated dogs
and cats that were involved in biting
incidents.

Residents must license all cats and
dogs through the town clerk and get
them vaccinated against rabies due
to the presence of rabies in the
county. An animal that is not prop-
erly licensed and vaccinated against
rabies and that is involved in a biting
incident is subject to a quarantine of
at least 10 days, and the owner is
issued a summons.

Fifteen retail food establishments
were inspected last month, of which
13 were satisfactory and two condi-
tionally satisfactory. An additional
49 inspections were related to Spring
Fling and the Greek Fest and all
were satisfactory. All residents are
encouraged to be aware of the man-
datory inspection certificate that
must be clearly visible near the en-
trance.

Nine new environmental investi-
gations, concerning trash, stagnant
water, rodent activity and other is-
sues, were initiated. Many of these
were undertaken at the request of
concerned residents and business
owners. Any resident or business
owner who has questions or con-
cerns regarding these or other envi-
ronmental health issues can contact
Ken Pincus, the principal registered
environmental health specialist, at

(908) 789-4070, extension 4072, or
kpincus@westfieldnj.gov.

The Westfield Regional Health
Department will sponsor with Saint
Barnabas Medical Center a free high-
risk lung cancer-screening program
on Thursday, June 13, at 6 p.m. in
the municipal building. For more
information and to register, please
contact the Barnabas Health Lung
Cancer Institute at 1-888-724-7123
o r
www.barnabashealthcalendar.org/
sbmc.

In addition, the health department
will sponsor free health screenings
with Overlook Medical Center in
the municipal building. A free stroke
risk assessment screening will be on
Friday, June 14, from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. A diabetes screening will held
Thursday, June 20, from 10 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. in the municipal build-
ing. For more information and to
register, please call the Overlook
Community Health Department at
1-800-247-9580.

Finally, the department will spon-
sor with Overlook Medical Center a
Komen Screening Mammography
Program for women without health
insurance on Saturday, June 29 from 8
a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Breast Center at
Overlook. For more information and
to register, please call the Breast Cen-
ter at (908) 522-3534 before June 20.

Information about all of the health
department’s activities is available
on its website, www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. The complete minutes of the
June 3 meeting will be posted after
review and approval at our Monday,
August 5 meeting, which starts at
5:30 p.m. in the municipal building.

Lawrence Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Board of Health

DHS Commissioner
Talk Was Very Helpful
At a recent AARP event, New Jer-

sey Department of Human Services
Commissioner Jennifer Velez spoke
in person and via phone to over 20,000
New Jersey AARP members on a
wide range of issues, including those
surrounding Medicaid expansion and
long-term care.

As a member, I was comforted by
the Commissioner Velez’s willing-
ness to field these questions and pro-
vide frank answers. When she fo-
cused on the eligibility expansion of
Medicaid and spoke of the efforts
given to make that expansion a real-
ity, it gave me comfort in knowing
that we are moving forward on that
issue. And even though there remains
work to be done, we are on the right
track. I also found that the informa-
tion provided on other programs, such
as the hotlines and informational
phone numbers, were extremely help-
ful, and I know many New Jersey
seniors will take advantage of some
of these resources that were previ-
ously unknown to them.

I sincerely thank Commissioner
Velez for participating in this impor-
tant event and for her continued com-
mitment to New Jersey’s seniors.

Ken Lindhorst
Summit

Probitas Verus Honos


