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HELPING HAND...Tom Berdos, music director of the Fanwood Presbyterian Church, presents checks totaling $2,176 to
Fanwood Rescue Squad President Nancy Mustachio and Scotch Plains Rescue Squad Captain Dan Sullivan. Money was
raised during a special concert during EMS Week in May.

SKY HIGH...Sadie, Gianna and Ricky Salgado of Fanwood were among the 25
young people ages 8 to 17 who participated in the Young Eagles Flight Rally
hosted by North Jersey Shore Chapter 315 of the Experimental Aircraft Associa-
tion on June 8 at Monmouth Executive Airport in Wall. Seven local pilots donated
their time and airplanes to give free airplane rides to young people. Pictured,
Gianna, Ricky and Sadie pose with pilot Art Templeton of Toms River in front
of the Piper Archer in which they flew.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOT DOG...Jessica Nagourney and Grady enjoy an afternoon at the Fanwood street fair held on Sunday in downtown
Fanwood. The event offered food, fun and activities for all.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLEIN AIR...Artist Marc Salmin explains his craft to a pair of young onlookers
in front of the train station in Cranford during the Jersey Central Art Studio’s
“Paint the Town” event, which took place all over downtown Cranford this past
weekend. See story page 18.

FW Council Approves 2013 Budget;
Appropriations to Rise 2.7 Percent

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Borough Council held a special
meeting on June 5 to amend and
approve the 2013 municipal budget
in addition to its scheduled agenda
meeting. The budget includes ap-
propriations at $9.17 million, which
is 2.7 percent above 2012.

During the agenda meeting, the
council passed two further resolu-
tions on budgetary matters and dis-
cussed payment arrangements for a
“transparency package” with MW
Financial, Ltd.

They furthermore approved an
ordinance to reduce speed limits on
Terrill Road. The borough engineer

also gave a progress report on con-
struction projects and policies.

The council’s special meeting to
pass the 2013 municipal budget met
briefly and engendered no public
comment. The budget passed with-
out objections.

At the agenda meeting, the coun-
cil passed two additional budgetary
resolutions: to cancel unused and
outdated grant balances and like-
wise to cancel old capital improve-
ment balances. According to the
borough’s Chief Financial Officer
Fred Tompkins, the balances date
back as far as the year 2000.

Going through the budget to find
such monies is a periodic “house-
cleaning” task, he said, one that the

State of New Jersey recently re-
quested he undertake.

In some cases, the council had
authorized efforts to raise money
for certain initiatives, but the money
was never raised. In others, how-
ever, money was raised but unused.
Mr. Tompkins said he found ap-
proximately $26,000 in such bal-
ances that will now go into the “capi-
tal surplus” portion of the budget
and contribute to reducing tax lev-
ies.

The council passed a resolution
to increase the contract amount for
MW Financial, Ltd., an indepen-
dent insurance and financial ser-
vices firm that is helping the bor-
ough develop a pamphlet with
graphs and figures detailing the state
of the municipal budget. The pam-
phlet will be mailed to residents
prior to the governing body’s vote
on next year’s budget.

MW Financial will also be in-
volved in work on the borough’s
efforts to merge its police depart-
ment with Scotch Plains.

An ordinance to reduce speed lim-
its on portions of Terrill Road that
lie in Fanwood also passed. “Re-
ducing speed limits is always good;
I’m of the mindset that slower is
better,” commented Council Presi-
dent Russell Huegel.

Finally, Borough Engineer
Dominic Carrino gave a report sug-
gesting a change to the borough’s
fee structures that would allow
Fanwood to charge residents of one-
and two-family homes for site re-
views. Site reviews are done when
residents apply for improvements
for their properties.

Mr. Carrino’s firm, T&M Associ-
ates, normally sends out an engi-
neer to perform such reviews, at the
request of the borough’s Depart-
ment of Public Works (DPW.) Be-
cause of the informal structure of
the arrangement, the borough has
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Further Budget Cuts Reduce
CF Tax Hike to 2 percent

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee approved an amendment
to the 2013 municipal budget that
pares expenditures enough to re-
duce the municipal property-tax
increase from 2.8 percent to 2.0
percent.

The committee in late April ap-
proved the $34.2-million budget,
which included a 1.69-percent in-
crease in the municipal portion of
property taxes. A subsequent
amendment adding $250,000 to the
township legal budget increased the
tax increase to 2.8 percent. Com-

missioner Andis Kalnins, the fi-
nance commissioner, said at the
committee’s business meeting on
Tuesday evening that the govern-
ing body “sharpened our pencils a
bit” and found savings in several
areas, including administration,
public works, buildings and
grounds, the capital improvement
fund and snow removal, and also
used an additional, small portion of
the township surplus to reduce this
year’s tax increase.

In other business, the committee
introduced an ordinance that would
repeal an ordinance enacted late
last year setting up a voter referen-
dum on whether a commission
should be established to study
Cranford’s charter with an eye on
possibly changing the form of town-
ship government. The committee’s
vote to introduce the ordinance,
which will have a public hearing on
Tuesday, July 16, was along party
lines, with the three Democrats vot-
ing in favor of the repeal ordinance
and the two Republicans voting no
in an expression of support for a
charter study commission.

Former Republican mayor Mark
Smith spoke in favor of repealing
the ordinance, saying that “failed
leadership” in previous years had
provided the impetus for calls for a
charter study. Other residents who
spoke about the ordinance were
split, with one saying he liked be-
ing able to vote for committee mem-
bers every year.

Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. said a
final report by an expert in legal
ethics on whether there were any
conflicts of interest in having the
former township attorney and his

Commuter Line Group
Pushes For One-Seat Ride

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Elected officials,
business community representatives
and commuters attending Monday’s
Raritan Valley Line Coalition meet-
ing pushed for an organized plan of
action to get NJ Transit (NJT) offi-
cials to put dual-powered locomo-
tives on Raritan Valley Line trains to
give commuters a one-seat ride into
Manhattan. Raritan Valley Line trains
currently have to stop at Newark’s
Penn Station.

Martin Robins of Westfield, a trans-
portation consultant and active mem-
ber of the coalition, said he antici-
pates NJ Transit making a decision

by the end of the year as to which
train lines throughout the state will
receive the locomotives. The transit
agency has some three dozen new
dual-locomotives to deploy.

Coalition Chairman Peter Palmer,
who also is director of the Somerset
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers, said a study conducted by the
Regional Plan Association has esti-
mated that real estate prices would
jump $3,000 for every minute shaved
off morning commute times for
homes located within a half-mile of a
rail station. The numbers are based
on what has occurred on the Morris-
Essex line, which has direct service
to New York. Those trains used to
have to stop at Hoboken.

Mr. Robins said Westfield Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky recently did a lo-
cal access channel taping on the im-
portance of getting the dual-powered
engines on Raritan trains. Mr. Robins
was a guest on the program along
with former Westfield mayor Tom
Jardim, who also is active with the
Raritan coalition.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said
had the transit tunnel, known as the
Access to the Region’s Core or ARC,

been built her community had antici-
pated a 30-percent rise in property
values. She said her constituents who
commute were “outraged” when
Governor Chris Christie cancelled
the project.

The Governor has said he ditched
the project because cost overruns,
which, he said, could have been in the
billions of dollars, would have been
New Jersey’s sole responsibility.

Mayor Mahr said she has been
“inundated” by commuters since
news of the dual-powered locomo-
tives was reported in the news media.
The mayor said she will lead a coali-
tion of mayors along the Raritan Val-
ley Line “to talk about what our pri-
mary goals and purposes are and how
we can speak with voice” on getting
NJ Transit to place the dual-powered
locomotives on Raritan Valley Line
trains.

She said “an organized campaign”
is needed that would include anyone
“who has a skinny in the name in
making this decision” – such as NJ
Transit, the governor’s office and state
elected officials – so that they “un-
derstand that there is a large group of
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SP Recreation Commission
Welcomes Summer

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of
the Scotch Plains Recreation Com-
mission met briefly last Monday
evening to discuss summer agenda
items.

In a program report, it was noted
that registration for the summer bas-
ketball league is currently underway.
This league was reported to be for
children in second through eighth
grade at Kramer Manor Park. The
program will be held on Monday and
Wednesday evenings beginning in
July and space is limited.

The Summer Concert Series, which
is presented by the Cultural Arts Com-
mittee, is scheduled to begin on Thurs-
day, July 11, at the Alan Augustine
Village Green, located adjacent to
the Township’s Municipal building.
It was also reported that this commit-
tee is in the process of finalizing the
2013 schedule, which will feature
bands playing a variety of different

music. The commission stated that
anyone interested in becoming a sup-
porter of the concert series should
contact the Recreation Department.

It was noted that the 2013 Summer
Recreation Brochure is available on
the Commission’s website and cur-
rently being mailed. The brochure
was reported to feature a variety of
programs including sports camps, a
youth tennis team, music programs,
and hobby and fitness classes. The
website is www.scotchplainsnj.com.

The STARS Summer Theatre pro-
gram will feature two productions
during the summer including the Little
Mermaid Jr. and the 25th Annual
Putnam County Spelling Bee.

In addition, it was reported that
current maintenance projects include
irrigation repair at Memorial Park
and Kramer Park, weekly cutting of
all fields and daily ball field mainte-
nance and lining. In addition, branch
removal has been done at the


