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NO PEPSI, COKE!…Chris Boyle of 16 Prospect Winebar & Bistro keeps up with
local news by reading The Westfield Leader while in Chicago to see The Rolling
Stones and blues legend, Buddy Guy.
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RELAY FOR LIFE...Teams from Mountainside recently participated in the
Relay For Life at Governor Livingston High School in Berkeley Heights. The
event raised over $318,000 making it one of the most successful in the entire
Northeast United States. Pictured is “Team Driven” from Mountainside includ-
ing Marky Koehn, Kathy Gerdnt, Glenn Mortimer, Team Driven Captain
Joanne Mortimer, Karen Bandics, Gianna Ciccimarra, Olivia Ciccimarra, Paul
Mirabelli, Kristen Ciccimarra, and Michael Ciccimarra.

Board Discusses Ideas for
North Ave. Approach to CF

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Planning Board met last Wednes-
day evening to discuss ideas for the
20-acre gateway on the railroad side
of the street approach to Cranford,
along North Avenue between the
former Central Railroad of New
Jersey Roundhouse and Roselle.

Board Attorney Allan Barkin said
the area is, according to the Master
Plan, deemed a research, office and
light industry, or ROI, zone. The
goal of the board is to come up with
an appealing mix of business that
would be architecturally attractive,
provide ratables, be welcoming and
keep the traffic density low.

Since this was the first meeting
on this project, the board consid-
ered many ideas and rejected some
others that would not be appropri-
ate for the gateway plan. Former
mayor Dan Aschenbach said he was
concerned the final plan would en-
sure a good flow of traffic. The
Garden State Parkway ingress and
egress are not too far from the pro-
posed gateway parcel. Mayor Tom
Hannen, Jr. expressed the same con-
cerns.

“We have to be proactive, not
reactive,” Planning Board Vice-
Chairman Kevin Illing said.

The board members all had sug-
gestions of what they would like to
see at the site, but the Master Plan
excludes some choices.

“The area now is zoned for pro-
fessional offices, research labs, and
a small food store, not a large su-
permarket,” Mr. Barkin said.

Essential services are allowed in
the zone, but no one seemed to
know what that meant. Board mem-
bers agreed that they did not want a
succession of strip malls. Board
member Kathy Murray had recused
herself from the discussion and left
the meeting.

At one point, Mr. Barkin sug-
gested that everyone review the or-
dinances and reaffirm what they
did not want to be in the gateway.
The board talked about a hotel or
motel, but the idea was voted down.
They also mentioned a child-care
center, but scrapped the idea. Board
members also considered a bank,
but Mr. Barkin said a drive-up win-
dow might deem the idea condi-
tional.

Mr. Aschenbach had some litera-
ture from a previous time when the
township was considering develop-
ing South Avenue. He suggested
the board look it over just to get
ideas.

At the beginning of the meeting,
the board had an informal discus-
sion on the necessity of filling the
position of administrator in regard
to overseeing the implementation
of affordable-housing rules. Board
members also agreed that a process
or mechanism should be put in place
to enforce the rules. Mr. Aschenbach
said, “This is serious; COAH (Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing) has
guidelines.”

The Governor has said he ditched
the project because cost overruns,
which, he said, could have been in the
billions of dollars, would have been
New Jersey’s sole responsibility.

Mayor Mahr said she has been
“inundated” by commuters since
news of the dual-powered locomo-
tives was reported in the news media.
The mayor said she will lead a coali-
tion of mayors along the Raritan Val-
ley Line “to talk about what our pri-
mary goals and purposes are and how
we can speak with voice” on getting
NJ Transit to place the dual-powered
locomotives on Raritan Valley Line
trains.

She said “an organized campaign”
is needed that would include anyone
“who has a skinny in the name in
making this decision” – such as NJ
Transit, the governor’s office and state
elected officials – so that they “un-
derstand that there is a large group of
our constituency that truly wants this.”

Another attendee said he knows
that NJ Transit faces a scheduling
conflict as any trains from the
Raritan Valley Line going into New
York would cut service to an exist-
ing New York-bound train on an-
other NJT line as no new rail tunnel
capacity is being added. He said he
had heard Amtrak was planning to
build a new rail tunnel.

“I’m pretty certain that a new
tunnel will be built,” Mr. Palmer
said. “It’s a question of time and
money.”

Mr. Palmer said the Raritan Val-
ley Line Coalition feels the line
should receive one or more of the
slots into the existing rail tunnel
during rush hour in addition to
weekend and off-hour service.

Harry McNally of Fanwood said
talking about creating one or more
slots “might be misleading,” noting
that the issue is rescheduling exist-
ing trains among the available 20
NJT slots so that lines, such as Raritan
Valley, can have some trains that go

directly to New York’s Penn Station.
“It’s going to be a challenge for

them (NJT),” Mr. McNally said.
Mr. Robins admitted that opening

up slots to Raritan Valley Line and/ or
other lines would require some ad-
justments, although he said it does
not have to be a “major change” in
NJT scheduling of New York-bound
trains.

He said the easiest adjustment to
enable Raritan Valley Line trains tun-
nel access is during mid-day week-
day hours followed by weekend ser-
vice. Mr. Robins said adding New
York-direct trains to the weekday peak
hours “is really the thing that will
drive the real estate prices.”

Union County Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski noted that the free-
holder board supports one-seat ser-
vice to New York.

Some attendees spoke of the need
to use social media to create on-line
petitions supporting the project as
well as having people at train stations
to get commuters to sign petitions.

Heather Robinson of the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce said the
organization is “behind this (one-
seat ride) effort.” She suggested that
the issue be discussed at upcoming
Chamber events as well as sharing
information on Facebook and Twit-
ter, as the Chamber will be doing.

“Between now and until the end
of the year we should make every
possible effort to raise people’s
knowledge about this subject, raise
their interest, and reflect that in
communications to New Jersey
Transit so that they will know that
when the decision needs to be made
on the deployment plan (for dual-
powered locomotives) that the Raritan
Valley Line constituency is watching
very carefully to see what they are
going to do,” Mr. Robins said.

The next coalition meeting will be
held Monday, August 12, at the
Somerset County Administrative
Building.
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Cranford Council

scheduled an inspection walk of the
Garwood Brook on Saturday, June
29, and invited residents to join them
at their own risk.

In other meeting news, the dead-
line for bulk garbage applications
has been extended to Friday. So far,
120 households have signed up. The
$80 permit allows for disposal of up
to 750 pounds of bulk. Pickup is
scheduled to start on Monday, June
24, and run for two to three days
depending on the number of trucks.
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
will mail or e-mail permits with
instructions.

Participating households should
have their bulk out by 7 a.m. on June
24. About 80 households have signed
up for the borough-wide yard sale
on Saturday and Sunday, June 22
and 23, according to Ms. Ariemma.

Three properties are still en-
croaching on the Athletic Field Com-
plex. Ms. Ariemma said she sent
another letter dated May 28 to the
homeowners. She said she did not
include a deadline but told them
what the encroachment was and that
the project was underway. The letter
did ask the homeowners to contact
the borough and provide a time frame
for when the encroachment will be
taken care of, but none have so far,
according to Ms. Ariemma. The
buildings and grounds committee is
going to meet to come up with the
best way to proceed, with input from
Mr. Renaud.

For now, leaf bags will be pro-
vided for free to residents. Council
members passed an ordinance at
their previous meeting requiring
homeowners to place leaves in bio-
degradable bags or in containers 32
gallons or less. The measure ends
the Department of Public Works
practice of vacuuming leaves left in
the streets.

room.
The board also approved an appli-

cation for an addition by Philip and
Alicia Weaver of 509 Dorian Place
whose home was destroyed during
Hurricane Sandy. The couple plans
to repair an existing third-floor stair-
way and fireplace and construct first
and second floor additions. The home
will now be three stories instead of
two-and-a-half stories as required in
the town code.

Mr. Weaver told the board that their
home was destroyed when a 23-ton
tree fell on their home. Mr. Weaver
said they have had to gut and
reconfigure the home.

Randy and Amy Wojcik of 1120
Wychwood Road were approved to
construct a three-story addition to their
home. Also approved was Alice
Barbiere of 519 Lenox Avenue, who
sought the board’s nod to construct a

garage.
AJC Service, LLC of 253 Prospect

Street, and Anthony and Debra Cerami
of 259 Prospect Street, were approved
to subdivide property at 259 and 253
Prospect Street. The applicants intend
to subdivide a 14-foot by 178.12-foot
piece of the property at 259 Prospect
Street and convey it to the property at
253 Prospect Street.

The applicants want to construct a
two-story addition to their existing
two-family house and to add a drive-
way, pool, a porto-cochere, a six-foot
wooden fence and a five-foot wrought
iron fence.

Mike and Elyssa McMullen of 414
Grove Street were approved to con-
struct a one-and-a-half-car garage.

The next meeting of the board is
Monday, July 8, at 7:30 p.m. at the
municipal building, located at 425 East
Broad Street.
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GW Council
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BUGGING OUT...A cicada seems to
enjoy having its picture taken as it
poses for the camera.

Flag Day
Friday, June 14

Board member Mark Freidman
asked about what kind of contract the
board would have with the Town of
Westfield. Mr. Friedman asked how
the board could get out of the con-
tract if they decided the SRO was not
working out. He was assured by Board
President Rich Mattessich that the
board would be able to discontinue
the contract if need be.

Board member Lucy Biegler de-
fended the idea of an SRO in WHS,
saying “That is when the problems
with behavior, or substance abuse
take place, during the adolescent
years.”

Board member Ginny Leiz was not
at the meeting. Two board members,
Mitchell Slater and Ann Cary, were
not in flavor of the need to vote on the
measure Tuesday night. Ms. Cary
said, “I don’t mean to pun, but, “I
think we’re jumping the gun on this.”
She asked what kind of training and
how much training would the SRO
have. “Who does the training?”

When asked how much training
the SRO would have, Police Chief
David Wayman said the SRO would
have a week of training paid for by a
state grant. Ms. Cary also questioned
how the SRO would be effective in
anti-bullying and how the SRO would
take part in criminal investigations.
Ms. Cary thanked all of the parents
for coming to the meeting and ex-
pressing their opinions.

One parent asked if the board was
concerned about building trust and
mentoring and why they eliminated a
guidance position in the last few years.
Westfield High School Parent-
Teacher Organization (PTO) Presi-
dent Cindy Gallagher said the posi-
tion of student assistant teacher has
not been filled.

WHS Director of Guidance
Maureen Mazzarese was in favor of
the SRO, and said the SRO would not
replace a guidance officer, but would
be a resource for the high school. She
also said the guidance department is
fully staffed.

WHS Principal Peter Renwick said,
“This is a position I would like to
have at the school. I have expressed
this over the last few years.

Mr. Sullivan told the board that
most police officers are used to work-
ing an eight–hour shifts. Ms. Dolan
responded that the officer would be
present at some sporting events and

other activities that would take place
in the evening hours.

Mr. Sullivan replied, “Well then,
be prepared to pay $30,000 in over-
time. These guys don’t work for free.”
He also said, “With technology to-
day, all you need is a command cen-
ter where the officer could monitor
the building and could call for help if
needed.”

 “I’d like to see the position posted
so you could attract the best and the
brightest. There are people out there
who don’t live in Westfield who are
highly qualified,” Mr. Sullivan said.

Jonathan Blitt, a candidate for the
board of education, said, “It seems
like we are putting the cart before the
horse.”

“Is this the first forum where we
are having this dialogue?” he asked.
“The overwhelming evidence shows
that having a gun in school does not
stop crime.”

Parent Lori Bennett said, “I have
three children in school. Having an
armed person in school sounds alarm-
ing.”

Karen Egert, another parent said,
“It’s not making a lot of sense to me.”

Many parents came forward to
question why the SRO would need to
carry a gun. Board members in favor
of the hiring of an armed SRO in-
sisted that it was what needed to be
done.

Mr. Slater asked, “How would this
person be chosen? What are the quali-
fications? Who do you have in mind?”

Chief Wayman said the person he
wants to appoint to this position is a
graduate of Westfield High School
and is familiar with all the schools in
Westfield.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
attended Tuesday’s meeting but did
not issue any public comments.

Ms. Cary made a motion to table
the vote to hire an SRO until there is
more discussion on the matter. The
board agreed to revisit the matter
again at its Monday, June 24 meeting
to held at 7:30 p.m. at the administra-
tion building on Elm Street.

In other business, the board hon-
ored five outstanding teachers.
Pamela Friedman of the Roosevelt
Intermediate School, Debbie Vezos
of the Edison Intermediate School,
and three teachers from WHS,
Stephen Boyle, Suriana Caljak and
Andrea Hilla.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield BOE

Photo courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
FORE FROM DUBAI...Bob Cozzolina of Westfield tries out his new golf clubs in
Dubai. While his caddy looks for his ball, he reads The Westfield Leader.

www.goleader.com

repeal an ordinance enacted late last
year setting up a voter referendum on
whether a commission should be es-
tablished to study Cranford’s charter
with an eye on possibly changing the
form of township government. The
committee’s vote to introduce the ordi-
nance, which will have a public hear-
ing on Tuesday, July 16, was along
party lines, with the three Democrats
voting in favor of the repeal ordinance
and the two Republicans voting no in
an expression of support for a charter
study commission.

Former Republican mayor Mark
Smith spoke in favor of repealing the
ordinance, saying that “failed leader-
ship” in previous years had provided
the impetus for calls for a charter study.
Other residents who spoke about the
ordinance were split, with one saying
he liked being able to vote for commit-
tee members every year.

Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. said a
final report by an expert in legal ethics
on whether there were any conflicts of
interest in having the former township
attorney and his law firm represent the
township in two significant housing
development matters while the firm’s
ties to the developers were being ques-
tioned will be posted on the township
website this week.

Professor Michael Ambrosio – who
teaches legal ethics at Seton Hall Uni-
versity School of Law – was hired in
March to examine whether the Florio,
Perrucci law firm and one of its attor-
neys, former township attorney Phil
Morin, had a conflict of interest in
representing Cranford in builders’ rem-
edy litigation and site plan hearings for
the housing developments at 555 South
Avenue and on Birchwood Avenue.

Both developments have long been
sources of local controversy. A group
of residents, backed by a group they
formed called Concerned Citizens of
Cranford, has claimed that Michael
Perrucci, the law firm’s managing part-
ner, is also a principal with Woodmont
Properties, a client of the firm and the
developer of the 555 South Avenue
site. The group of residents is claiming
that Mr. Morin, as township attorney
last year, represented the municipality
at a hearing where his boss was the
developer.

Mayor Hannen announced the
website posting on Tuesday without
commenting on the report’s contents or
conclusions. Instead, he urged the pub-
lic to read it and draw its own conclu-
sions instead of having the township
committee interpret it.

At the start of the meeting, represen-
tatives from the New Jersey State Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police announced
that the Cranford Police Department
had earned reaccreditation for another
three years. Raymond Hayducka, the
group’s president, made the announce-
ment, explaining that the accreditation
process included an in-depth review of
every aspect of the department’s orga-
nization, management, operations and
administration. To earn accreditation,
the department was required to comply
with best practice standards in four
areas: policy and procedures, adminis-
tration, operations, and support ser-

vices. Another association official said
Cranford has “one of the finest police
departments in New Jersey.”

Afterwards, Police Chief Eric Ma-
son presented citations and certificates
of commendation to several police
officers in recognition of their out-
standing performances in the past
year.

In other business, Mayor Hannen
read a proclamation congratulating
the Cranford High School varsity
baseball team for its victory last
weekend in the Group 3 state cham-
pionship. Deputy Mayor Edward
O’Malley presented certificates to
three local businesses – Joanie’s
Café, King Farms and Strength and
Fitness Club – for their efforts at
adopting environmentally-sustain-
able practices as part of the local
Go Green initiative. And he noted
that the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection has recog-
nized Cranford as having “the larg-
est Green Business program in the
state.”


