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Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
CAR SHOW...Cars and motorcycles were on display on Sunday at the north side train station parking lot in Westfield
during the Fourth Annual Charity Automotive Super Show presented by the Westfield Neighborhood Council.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
PLEIN AIR...Artist Marc Salmin explains his craft to a pair of young onlookers
in front of the train station in Cranford during the Jersey Central Art Studio’s
“Paint the Town” event, which took place all over downtown Cranford this past
weekend. See story page 18.

Photo courtesy of Jane Tresnan
DRESSED TO THE NINES...Westfield High School students pose for a photo on
June 1 at the residence of Gary and Lisa Mandelblatt on Lawrence Avenue before
heading off to the prom. Pictured, left to right, are: Steven Amato, Lauren
Koenigsberg, Chris Kattak, Jen Tresnan, Gideon Lee, Leigh Heinbokel, Maura
Heinbokel, Jeff Marino, Kate Towers, Tim Huber, Jen Mandelblatt and Aiden
Byrnes.
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Commuter Line Group
Pushes for One-Seat Ride

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Elected officials,
business community representatives
and commuters attending Monday’s
Raritan Valley Line Coalition meet-
ing pushed for an organized plan of
action to get NJ Transit (NJT) offi-
cials to put dual-powered locomo-
tives on Raritan Valley Line trains to
give commuters a one-seat ride into
Manhattan. Raritan Valley Line trains
currently have to stop at Newark’s
Penn Station.

Martin Robins of Westfield, a trans-
portation consultant and active mem-
ber of the coalition, said he antici-
pates NJ Transit making a decision
by the end of the year as to which
train lines throughout the state will
receive the locomotives. The transit
agency has some three dozen new

dual-locomotives to deploy.
Coalition Chairman Peter Palmer,

who also is director of the Somerset
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers, said a study conducted by the
Regional Plan Association has esti-
mated that real estate prices would
jump $3,000 for every minute shaved
off morning commute times for homes
located within a half-mile of a rail
station. The numbers are based on
what has occurred on the Morris-
Essex line, which has direct service
to New York. Those trains used to
have to stop at Hoboken.

Mr. Robins said Westfield Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky recently did a lo-

cal access channel taping on the im-
portance of getting the dual-powered
engines on Raritan trains. Mr. Robins
was a guest on the program along
with former Westfield mayor Tom
Jardim, who also is active with the
Raritan coalition.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said
had the transit tunnel, known as the
Access to the Region’s Core or ARC,
been built her community had antici-
pated a 30-percent rise in property
values. She said her constituents who
commute were “outraged” when
Governor Chris Christie cancelled
the project.

WF Zoning Bd. OKs Home
Additions, Subdivision

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
STREET FAIR...The Westfield Neighborhood Council hosted the Westfield
Street Fair on Saturday in the south side train station parking lot.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD - The town’s board
of adjustment heard nearly a dozen
applications at its monthly meeting
Monday night.

The board approved an application
by Richard and Lynn Toner of 681
Dorian Road to construct a front
porch.

Robert and Delores Leone of 745
Belvidere Avenue came before the
board for permission to construct a
front and side wraparound porch. Mr.
Leone said they wanted to add value
and curb appeal to their home, plus
the outdoor space would allow them
to keep an eye on their children. Al-
though several neighbors testified to
support the application, the board
denied it.

Michael and Alesia Liddy of 746
Belvidere Avenue also were denied
permission by the board to construct
first- and second-story additions and
a front porch. Among the variances
the couple had sought was to exceed

the maximum building coverage.
Town code requires 20 percent, or
1,400 square feet, while the appli-
cants had proposed 22.29 percent, or
1,560 square feet. The ordinance also
allows for a maximum building cov-
erage with a porch of 24 percent or
1,680 square feet where the Liddys
had proposed 24.7 percent, or 1,729
square feet. In denying the applica-
tion, the board objected to the pro-
posed front porch.

Robert and Theresa Whitehead of
1903 Boynton Avenue were approved
to install a roof over an existing front
porch.

The board suggested that Douglas
and Karen Luka of 637 Roosevelt
Street make a new application, as
their application to create a dormer
was deemed incomplete.

David and Lisa Schwarzenbek of
792 Fairacres Avenue were approved
to construct a two-story addition and
a one-story enclosure over an exist-
ing overhang of a second-floor bed-

Further Budget Cuts Reduce
CF Tax Hike to 2 percent

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township com-
mittee approved an amendment to the
2013 municipal budget that pares ex-
penditures enough to reduce the mu-
nicipal property-tax increase from 2.8
percent to 2.0 percent.

The committee in late April approved
the $34.2-million budget, which in-
cluded a 1.69-percent increase in the
municipal portion of property taxes. A
subsequent amendment adding
$250,000 to the township legal budget
increased the tax increase to 2.8 per-

cent. Commissioner Andis Kalnins,
the finance commissioner, said at the
committee’s business meeting on
Tuesday evening that the governing
body “sharpened our pencils a bit”
and found savings in several areas,
including administration, public
works, buildings and grounds, the
capital improvement fund and snow
removal, and also used an additional,
small portion of the township surplus
to reduce this year’s tax increase.

In other business, the committee
introduced an ordinance that would
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Garwood Council Continues
Discussion on Development

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – A proposed resi-
dential development on the border
with Westfield dominated discus-
sion for a fourth straight Garwood
Borough Council meeting Tuesday,
with more than a half dozen resi-
dents seeking some type of action
from the panel.

The Westfield Board of Adjust-
ment approved the 16-townhouse de-
velopment at the corner of Grove
Street and Myrtle Avenue on April
16. The applicant is C.W.M.&P.

While expressing doubt that any
move would be successful, the coun-
cil directed Borough Attorney Bob
Renaud to investigate if it was pos-
sible for the borough to force the
developer of the complex to pur-
chase bonding to cover any flood
damage caused after the housing is
completed.

“It’s hard to do something within
your own community; I think it’s
almost impossible to do something
in another community,” said Bor-
ough Engineer Don Guarriello, sum-
ming up the views of some on coun-
cil.

The issue concerns the expected
storm water runoff into the Garwood
Brook from a two-acre site on
Grandview Avenue between Myrtle
Avenue and Grove Street on the
west side of town.

Many of the same residents, in-
cluding former mayor Dennis
McCarthy and Alex Grohol, who
live along the brook, again pressed
council members about the com-
plex.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt said

the developer refused a request for a
meeting after previously saying he
would be willing to discuss
Garwood’s concerns.

“I’m really surprised, disap-
pointed and dismayed at his reac-
tion,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

In previous meetings, Mr. Renaud
and Mr. Nierstedt both expressed
doubts about the success of legal
action against Westfield. They ex-
plained that the developer had met
the state-mandated “residential site
improvement standards” which is
required to reduce the storm water
runoff from the property. They also
said the project included affordable
or so-called Mount Laurel housing
units, which increases the difficulty
in blocking construction.

“I don’t know what other action
this council should take,” Mr.
Nierstedt said. “I don’t know what
other action the residents are en-
couraging us to take.”

Mr. Grohol told the council that
he had contacted an insurance bro-
ker about the project and said if the
area along the brook was changed to
a flood zone the cost to insure his
home would jump from about $500
to more than $1,900 a year.

“Multiply that by the 100 or more
houses down that brook, and we are
talking some serious money,” Mr.
Grohol said. “So drainage is the
issue, and money gets some serious
attention.”

He therefore suggested the bond-
ing proposal, which the council re-
ferred to Mr. Renaud. Mr. Renaud
was absent on Tuesday.

Mr. Nierstedt and Mr. Guarriello

Parents Question Need for Armed
Guard at Westfield High School

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Many parents at-
tended the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation meeting Tuesday night to ask
why the district needs to have an
“armed guard” in Westfield High
School (WHS). The issue, discussed
in length during the four-and-a-half-
hour meeting, was eventually tabled
and placed on the Monday, June 24
meeting agenda.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan and board members in fa-
vor of the move said the person would
be a school resource officer (SRO)
and would be a member of the
Westfield Police Department.

Charles Sullivan, a parent and 30-
year veteran of the New York Police

Department who was trained in secu-
rity, told the board he was thoroughly
against the move.

“If you are hiring this person for
security reasons, he does not have to
carry a gun,” Mr. Sullivan said. “A
security person has to know where all
the entrances and exits are in the
building.”

Mr. Sullivan also said, “He should
be trained on how to operate in a
crisis situation.” Mr. Sullivan added
that police officers are trained to be
reactive not proactive.

The board answered that by saying
the SRO would be a constant pres-
ence in the school and would build
relationships with the students, be a
mentor to them, and be able to detect
if there was alcohol or drug activity

taking place at the school, as well as
to take charge in a crisis situation.

The board also said the SRO would
be able to be helpful in matters such
as child custody and a restraining
order. A parent in the audience said,
“That stuff is administered in the
courts, not the school.”

The board has released the follow-
ing description of the position. The
SRO is a position that represents a
shared service proved by the school
district and the town. The SRO will
be located at WHS and have the fol-
lowing responsibilities: provide as-
sistance in programs for peer media-
tion and peer leadership, instructing
specialized, short-term programs in-
volving a range of topics such as
security, crime prevention, drug and
alcohol education, the criminal and
juvenile justice system, and related
topics. The officer will take neces-
sary action regarding trespassers,
suspicious persons and conditions.
The SRO will monitor the illegal use,
and sale and or distribution of con-
trolled substances; disruptions and
disturbances; criminal offences; and
report significant action, occurrences
and conditions.

The officer will recommend mea-
sures to protect school and personal
property. The officer will assist school
personnel in dealing with emergen-
cies, assist with truancy investiga-
tions and provide an opportunity to
speak with students privately. The
officer will attempt to develop a trust-
ing and positive relationship between
law enforcement and youth.

The position was eliminated six
years ago due to budget cuts. As
result of the success of the position in
the past, the current anti-bullying
law’s emphasis on safe, respectful
and secure school climate. The posi-
tion was included in the 2013-2014
budget, which was approved this
spring. The SROs’ $100,000 a year
salary will be paid the police depart-
ment and the school district. The of-
ficer will be subject to the rules of the
police department.


