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Superb pitching by Matt
Ravitier and closer Ryan
Williamson, a mix of sound field-
ing plays and capitalizing with
two runs in the second earned
the Cranford High School base-
ball team, No. 2 in The Star-
Ledger Top 20, a 3-2 victory
over Mendham in the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 3 semifi-
nals at Memorial Field in Cranford
on May 29.

Ravitier, locked in a pitchers’
duel with Minuteman Nick Pic-
colo, yielded a pair of runs, re-
corded three strikeouts and hit
two batters, while yielding three
hits and no walks in five innings
before being relieved by
Williamson, who tossed two
scoreless innings, striking out

three and walking one.
George Georgeadis had two

RBI, Andrew DiFrancesco
doubled and scored a run and
Chris Folinusz had an RBI double.

“I thought we played well. We
pitched the ball well, we played
defense well today and we had
some timely hitting and that’s
the key to it. Credit to them;
they are very well-coached team,
it’s a great program. They played
a great game and we were fortu-
nate to get one run more than
them,” said Cranford Head Coach
Dennis McCaffrey.

Minuteman Piccolo tossed a
good game, mixing off-speed
pitches and fastballs. Piccolo
scattered six hits, struck out

two and walked no one in a
complete game. Andrew Grieco
and Tim Metzler each had an RBI
and Jake Stagman doubled and
scored a run for the 16-12 Min-
utemen.

“Nick (Piccolo) is a bulldog.
He’s been pitching like this all
year long, has us in every single
game and I’m real proud of the
kid. We just did not capitalize
when we had the chance. We
just could not put it together,
and they did just enough to beat
us today. Dennis [McCaffrey] did
a very good job coaching for
them,” said Mendham Head
Coach Brad Wetzil.

“I’m proud of this team.
Cranford is a great team, and we
worked our butts off all week.
Today, I mainly relied on my
curve pretty much, but we came
up a little short offensively,”

added Piccolo.
The 22-1 Cougars took a 1-0

jump in the first when
DiFrancesco clubbed a standup
double to deep center and scored
on Folinusz’ double.

“We just tried to be aggres-
sive. We knew he was going to
throw a lot of junk, so we tried to
get that first good pitch and hit
it; trying to get base runners
and move them over. That’s our
whole mindset. We did our job,
but we just have to start by
putting more runs on the board.
Defensively, I think we played
real well. Guys were making
plays; everyone is laying out for
balls, making real nice plays
down the line. Just team effort,”
said Folinusz.

Mendham plated all of their
runs in the top of the second.
Greg Furtado got hit by a pitch
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and Stagman doubled to left
center. Grieco and Metzler fol-
lowed and respectively re-
sponded with RBI singles. Cou-
gar Sean Feeney, manning short,
executed a tailor-made double
play to end the inning.

The Minutemen’s lead was
short-lived when the Cougars
resounded with two runs in the
bottom of the inning after Albert
Garguilo and Alex Plick each
yanked singles and stole a base;
then scored on Georgeadis’
single.

“I did not get the bunt down
originally, so I knew I had to do
something there. So we got the
two runs across the board, and
that put us the lead; it gave us
more advantage in the field,”
said Georgeadis.
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