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l'ennemi du journaliste

WILLIAMSON SCATTERS 7 HITS, RAVITIER RIPS 3 RBI, PLICK LAYS DOWN PERFECT BUNT

Cougars ‘Squeeze’ Tiger Nine, Win 5-1 for Section Crown
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Successful suicide squeeze plays
highlighted a four-run rally in the
sixth inning and determined the
outcome of the top-seeded
Cranford High School baseball
team’s 5-1 victory over second-
seeded South Plainfield in the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
championship at Memorial Field
in Cranford on May 31.

Senior left-hander Ryan
Williamson effectively moved the
ball around the strike zone, re-
cording four strikeouts, while
walking one and scattering seven
hits. Additionally, Williamson re-
sponded with a booming triple in
the second.

“Trying to get ahead of the guys,
in-and-out, change up the looks.
I was throwing my curve ball for a
strike, getting ahead early on guys.
In about the fourth and fifth in-
ning, I broke out my change-up,
because they were timing my
fastball and they got a couple of
hits off it. I pulled out my change-
up and kept them off-balance,
getting them to pop-up to the
infield,” Williamson said.

“We defended it well, we pitched
it well and we were able to ex-
ecute that sixth inning. We were
able to get a couple of bunts down
and we were able to have some
timely hitting, which was fortu-
nate, because we were unable to
put any runs across after the sec-
ond inning. In that sixth inning, I
thought we had some good at-
bats and we executed well. Ryan
(Williamson) gave us a gutsy ef-
fort. He did an outstanding job,

threw strikes; really gave us a
chance to win. It’s a credit to
Ryan. It’s a lot of hard, hard work
from all the kids,” Cougar Head
Coach Dennis McCaffrey said.

The 23-1 Cougars produced six
singles off Tiger pitcher Patrick
Boyle, who finished with two
strikeouts, while walking three.
Matt Ravitier went 2-for-2 with

three RBI, Alex Plick had an RBI
and scored a run. Andrew
DiFrancisco and Chris Folinusz
each rapped singles and scored a
run, and Albert Garguilo scored
two runs.

Justin Marks delivered the RBI
single. Taylor Born and Aiden
McDermott each finished with two
singles. A.J Celentano and Jeff

Pellegrino each rapped singles for
the 23-7 Tigers.

The Tigers struck first with a
run, when Pellegrino capitalized

on a single, balk and a RBI single
by Marks in the top of the second.
The Cougars answered to tie the
game in the bottom of the inning
when Williams unloaded on a
hanging curve ball down the third
base line for a triple and scored on
Ravitier’s RBI single.

The conservative game ended in
the bottom of the sixth. The in-

ning began with DiFrancisco,
Folinusz and Williamson prowling
on the pods.

“It started off 3-0, I got the take
sign, looking for a pitch over the
plate, seeing if I could do some-
thing with it and help the team out

in the best way. I got a piece of
the ball, it got through the first
and the second baseman, Then
everyone followed; just a whole
team effort,” said DiFrancisco.

After a force out, Plick dropped
down a perfect bunt to pull off a
suicide squeeze, which scored
pinch runner Bobby Bruns from
third then Garguilo scored all the
way from second following a
dropped throw at first.

“Before the inning, coach told
me that if there’s a guy on third,
I’m definitely squeezing. The
catcher came out because he’s
from the windup; I thought he
was going to end up hitting my
bat, but he didn’t, and I got the
bunt down. They threw it to first,
the kid had come off the bag, so I
was safe at first. Bruns scored
because he had a good jump,
because the kid was in a windup
so now it’s 3-1,” said Plick.

Ravitier then followed with a
two-run single.

“Right after that play, I was
extremely excited. I was looking
for the first fastball. First pitch, I
send it to right field for a base hit,”
said Ravitier.

“We spoke about one game,
seven innings and it turns out
that one inning hurts us. When
you play a team like Cranford,
you got to score early, like any
other baseball game. We had our
opportunities, first inning with
bases loaded and we didn’t swipe
one across. A few opportunities
we had later in the game, we
didn’t capitalize. I think our ap-
proach at the plate was fantastic,
thought we hit them good enough.
When you give Cranford four to
five outs in an inning, typically
they score runs and they did
exactly that,” Tiger Head Coach
Anthony Guida said.

So. Plainfield 010 000 0 1
Cranford 010 004 x 5

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING HOME…Cougar Bobby Bruns heads home against the South Plainfield Tigers.

Story on page 12

of The Westfield Leader


