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gered Species, alabaster) and Bar-
bara Uhr (Transcendent, pastel).

The show includes four collabo-
rative paintings, each created by
many visitors to the WAA booth at
Spring Fling held on May 5, as well
as the first painting by Ana Hicks,
at age 82, participating in the WAA’s
weekly Fine Arts for Seniors pro-
gram at the Westfield Community
Center.

The Westfield Art Association ex-
pressed its appreciation to Galeria
West owner, Gerardo Verdugo, for
his assistance and gallery space
made available for this show and
sale. Galeria West is located at 111
Quimby Street, Westfield and the
show continues through Saturday
evening, June 8. The show is open
to the public and admission is free.
Further information is available at
www.westfieldartassociation.org.
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Florian Schantz Jazz Combo
To Perform Father’s DayPineda Conservatory to

Present The Magic Flute

MAGICAL…The Three Ladies terrify the Prince in Mozart’s The Magic Flute.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Jacqueline Napolitano and Julian Mone of
Westfield and Samantha Tropper and Lina Zikas of Scotch Plains.

JAZZ CONCERT…The Florian
Schantz Jazz Combo will perform a
Father’s Day Concert  on Sunday, June
16, at the Crossroads in Garwood.

GARWOOD — On Sunday, June
16, the Florian Schantz Jazz Combo
will perform at the Crossroads, 78
North Avenue, Garwood, from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. in a special Father’s
Day Concert.

The jazz combo has appeared at
the Spring Fling, the Sweet Sounds
Downtown Jazz Festival, Festifall,
Westfield Rotary Club Fundraisers,
Girls’ Night Out and the New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts 40th An-
niversary Concert.

The group is composed of Florian
Schantz (trumpet),  Rup
Chattopadhyay (flute and trom-
bone), Caryn Feder (drums), Lowell
Schantz (guitar) with special guest
appearance by Margaret Schantz
(flugelhorn). “Cadillac” Phil
Rinaldi will be the master of cer-
emonies.

Cover charge for the concert is
$10 and a portion of the proceeds
will be donated to the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts for their
scholarships and programming.

On Thursday, June 27, Florian
will be featured as guest artist and
opening act for the Somers Dream
Orchestra, a nationally prominent
18 piece jazz orchestra playing in

Newton.
For more information about the

Florian Schantz Jazz Combo, visit
the web site at www.VFSJazz.com.

CRANFORD - he Pineda Lyric
Opera Young Artists proudly presents
Mozart’s The Magic Flute for two
performances on June 8th at the
Cranford Dramatic Club Theater.
Talented students from throughout
New Jersey are performing this clas-
sic tale in English, directed by Juan
Pineda and Valerie Pineda.

“This is a great opportunity for the
community to attend a fully staged
production of a wonderful opera that
delights kids and adults alike,” said
Ms. Pineda, co-founder of the com-
pany.

The Magic Flute tells the story of a
Prince on an enchanted journey to
save a Princess from the grips of her
captor, Sarastro and from her mother,
the Queen of the Night. The prince is
aided by animals, spirits, a bird
catcher named Papageno, and a magi-
cal flute. His journey leads him
through trials of water and fire in
search of truth and light.

The cast includes Julian Mone as
Prince Tamino, Jack Kirkland and
Frank Guerriero as Papageno, Emily
Mulhall as Pamina, Julia Napolitano
as the Queen of the Night, Amanda
Velazquez as Sarastro, Samantha

Tropper, Lina Zikas, and Jackie
Napolitano as the Three Ladies,
Tomas Russo as Monostatos, Chloe
DeCleene and Katie LaFemina as
Papagena, Marissa Garrity, Hannah
Moloshok and Andrew Pulver as the
Trial Guides, Taylor Smedberg, Emily
Zimmermann, Kelsey Kilpatrick, and
Megan Pinna as Priestesses, Lauren
Medina, Victoria Napolitano, and
Maggie LaFemina as the Spirits, Alex
Frisch, Duncan Cook, Lucy Ritter as
the slaves, and Sabrina Alamo, Kelly
Bailey, Elizabeth Braxton, Kevin
Gallardo, Nora Going, Sarah Kudron,
Jack Puluka, Andrew Pulver, Char-
lotte Seltzer, Lauren Tropper, Chris-
tine Vapsva and Sebastian Wroe as
the temple slaves, priests, and ani-
mals.

Performances are held at the
Cranford Dramatic Club Theater lo-
cated at 78 Winans Avenue in
Cranford. Show times are on Satur-
day, June 8, at 2 and 8 p.m.

Tickets are available at
www.ticketspineda.eventbrite.com.
For more information about our pro-
grams visit Pinedalyric.com,
Pinedaconservatory.com or call (908)
731-1377.

Fast and Furious 6
Left Me in the Dust

1 and ½ popcorns

Winbury to  Exhibit at
The Tenth Muse

Gallery
MAPLEWOOD – Gail Winbury’s

work will be featured in an exhibit at
The Tenth Muse Gallery, 170
Maplewood Avenue, Maplewood,
from now through Tuesday, June 25.
The gallery hours are Monday through
Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m.-8
p.m. and Sunday 12 to 4 p.m.

An artist “Meet and Greet” will be
held on Friday, June 14, from 5:30 to
9 p.m.

“Precipice” by artist Gail Winbury
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Odds are the flock of fifteen-year-
old boys who excitedly drooled over
“Fast and Furious 6” in the theater
where I painfully attempted to make
hide or hair of said sociocultural
pandemonium on a recent rainy af-
ternoon won’t read this negative
review. But if they do, I think they’ll
politely agree and then add, “Yeah,
but it’s great.”

 A detonated piñata of special ef-
fects, it is of and for their time, and
while it is a matter of conjecture
whether franchise holder Universal
Studios has created or responded to
this entertainment need, only its in-
tended audience truly fathoms the
duality. Yes, it is junk. But it is their
junk. Bemoaning how the series has
driven off course, I am left in the
dust.

 Flash backwards. The Fast and
the Furious is released in 2001. Auto
enthusiasts attest that, while no great
film, it plumbs the essence of its
generation’s gear heads. Evolving
out of economic necessity and chang-
ing tastes, the new hot rod is a small
displacement, usually Japanese
make, hopped up to potential and
euphemistically called a rice rocket.

I get it, and happily confirm on
one sunny day a thread that exists
across the car guy continuum when,
seated in the sort of flivver I could
only dream about when I was 17, I
pulled up to an example of the new
breed. The soup can muffler blurted
its genre. Its two young occupants,
baseball caps donned backwards,
nervously welcomed my inspection.

Likewise, they took in the plastic,
steel, rubber and glass that could
only be piloted by full grown adults,
spoiled children and thieves. While
the stoplight afforded the meeting,
we each issued soft, respectful revs.
That done with, and wistfully hop-
ing to be the cool old guy, I assayed,
“’Fast and Furious,’ huh?” I will never
forget their appreciative smiles.

You see, the original movie, not
unlike the first model year of what
might become a classic automobile
design, evoked a creative purity. It
came off the fat end of the bat, in-
spired by the energies of art, inven-
tion and a new way of seeing some-
thing. Sadly, with few exceptions,
succeeding designs/films are adul-
terated by all manner of fins and
frills.

Thus, this 6th permutation is en-
cumbered by bevies of convoluted
segues and the kind of driveling lore
that can’t help but accumulate when
a studio seeks to capitalize on what
was probably a bit of dumb luck.
While installment 1 was an astute
treatise about cars with a little crime
thrown in to grease the way, the series
has made a full U-turn.

Now, street racing co-protagonists
Dominic Toretto of the East L.A.
Torettos, and Paul Walker’s Waspy
Brian O’Conner, a cop gone bad, then
good, then bad again (you need a
scoreboard) would even impress 007
with their international crime creds.
As 6 opens, they are ostensibly re-
tired, enjoying the fruits of their wrong-
doing, albeit in forced exile.

 Utilizing the recruiting stratagem

iconically established in The Magnifi-
cent Seven (1960) as its story-opening
exposition, a roundup of The Team is
prompted when über G.I. Hobbs,
played by Dwayne Johnson, petitions
Toretto’s help. Shaw (Luke Evans), a
global terrorist, is gearing up for a
deadly blackmail rampage. But why
bother the Seals?

 Nah, a bunch of hot rodders is best.
Problem is, living off the $100 million
in ill-gotten gains Diesel’s Toretto et al
filched from a drug lord in edition 5,
there is little incentive to abet The
Man. However, Hobbs has two car-
rots. He informs that Letty (Michelle
Rodriguez), Dominic’s lover thought
dead, is in Shaw’s employ. P.S. – She
has amnesia.

 Secondly, if the gang takes down
the former British Special Forces sol-
dier, all will be granted full pardons
and allowed back into the U.S. Surely
Brian, Mia and their new baby would
gladly trade their villa in the Canary
Islands for that shack in East L.A. The
others, each representing a different
ethnicity a la Blackhawk Squadron,
are keen to help.

So, not only have the cars taken a
backseat to the typical, world domina-
tion/terrorist action formula, but add-
ing insult to injury the tale has prepos-
terously detoured to Soap Operaville.
Mr. Diesel’s sanctimonious pontifi-
cating about “family” is matched in its
egregiousness only by the contest he
wages with The Rock to see who the
worst actor is.

 And alas, most insufferable, yours
truly, whose big sister Ann took pride
in little bro’s ability to identify cars
(i.e.-“That’s a 1940 Chevy!”), was
hard put to spot the marques and mod-
els through the miasma of Sturm und
Drang. Car buffs stand a better chance
of finding an honest mechanic than
getting a truly satisfying ride from
Fast and Furious 6.

…
Fast and Furious 6, rated PG-13, is

a Universal Pictures release directed
by Justin Lin and stars Vin Diesel,
Paul Walker and Michelle Rodriguez.
Running time: 130 minutes

WF Students Take Fourth in
Odyssey Of The Mind

GOING GREEN…Third grader students from Deerfield School in Mountainside,
with the help of a $15,000 grant from PSE&G and the Alliance for New Jersey
Environmental Education (PALS), created a greenhouse and have been learning
with it and from it all year long. On May 28, students visited from the MUJC
Developmental Learning Center and both groups shared their gardening expe-
riences, as well as food cooked from vegetables and herbs in the garden. Third
grade teacher, Nancy Kinney, guided students through the greenhouse experi-
ence, and Life Science teacher, Elena Bentey, helped them prepare and share
their healthy bounty.WESTFIELD- Westfield elemen-

tary students finished strong at the
2013 Odyssey of the Mind World
Finals at Michigan State University
this past week, bringing home fourth
place honors, new international
friendships and great memories.

Two teams of Westfield students
attended this year’s World Finals of
the international problem solving
and creativity competition after
each took first place honors at both
the regional and state levels. While
in Michigan, they competed against
825 other teams from across the
nation and around the world as
members of the first Westfield teams
to advance to the highest level of
this creative problem solving com-
petition since the 1990s.

Finishing fourth out of 47 teams
with an Honorable Mention for their
achievements was “Team Bananas,”
who competed in Division 1, Prob-
lem 2: “The Email Must Go
Through” under the direction of
parent coaches Chhaya Edekar,
Amisha Mehta and Simon Lee.
Team members included Omay
Edekar, Jefferson Elementary
School, fifth grade; Madeleine
Learner, Wilson Elementary
School, fourth grade; Natalie Lee,
Franklin Elementary School, fourth
grade; Mira Mehta, Wilson, fourth
grade; Eric Palia, Wilson, fourth
grade and Julia Tompkins, Franklin,
fifth grade.

Finishing 19th out of 52 teams
was “Team Burger,” led by parent
coaches Carmen Mak and Jill Jekell,
who competed in Division 1, Prob-
lem 5: “It’s How You Look At It.”
Team members included Noah
Dengler, Jefferson, fifth grade; Kurt
Hu, Washington, fifth grade; Vivian
Jeckell, Franklin, third grade; Aidan
Kilbourn, Washington, fifth grade;
Nathan Lam, Franklin, fifth grade;
Aidan Orr, Franklin, fifth grade and
Catherine Orr, Franklin, third grade.

There are two parts to every Od-
yssey of the Mind creative compe-
tition – a “Long Term” problem and
a “Spontaneous” problem. Each
team presents their Long Term prob-
lem solution before a panel of judges

in competition; this comes after
working under the guidance of par-
ent coaches for about six months,
building sets and creating costumes
within a small budget, as well as
writing scripts and rehearsing. The
Spontaneous part of the competi-
tion challenges the kids to provide
on-the-spot solutions to brain teas-
ers that test verbal skills, mechani-
cal skills or both.

The Westfield students who com-
peted in Odyssey of the Mind this
year did so under the auspices of
the Edison Intermediate School-
based Gifted and Talented Program
(GT), in which all of them partici-
pate.

“Participating on an Odyssey of
the Mind team requires dedication,”
GT teacher Esther Van Riper added.
“The students begin meeting weekly
in the fall and increase the meeting
schedule throughout the winter and
spring before participating in the
regional competition. Students learn
so much about themselves as the
problem solving process requires
them to exercise and stretch their
capabilities and limits.”

For more information about Od-
yssey of the Mind, visit
www.odysseyofthemind.com or
njootm.org.

Klinger-Kueter Studio
Offers Summer Lessons

WESTFIELD – Summer is an ideal
time to brush up on your skills, try a
new instrument or venture into the
latest music genre, such as Rock,
Jazz, Broadway show tunes, Pop, and
Blues. Steve Shevlino, a longtime
teacher at the studio, will be teach-
ing. He has mastered all the above
styles. For those of you who prefer
classical selections he can be heard
performing on YouTube. Being an
accomplished performer, his record-
ings are masterpieces of elegance and
virtuosity.

Lessons can be scheduled by call-
ing (908) 233-9094.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Union Catholic High School
Graduates 153 Seniors

GOOD JOB...Finishing fourth out of 47 teams with an Honorable Mention,
Odyssey of the Mind’s Team Bananas, above, wear their “Jersey Strong”
delegation t-shirts as they celebrate after the announcement.

Miovski Wins Optimist Club
Oratorical Contest

WESTFIELD - The Optimist Club
of Westfield chose Morgan Miovski
as the winner of the club’s eighth
annual Oratorical Contest for middle
school students. The club also chose
Cara Conodina and Mira Yang as the
second and third place winners, re-
spectively.

With the assistance of fine arts in-
structor Kimberly Jonny and guidance
counselor Christine Trottere, the club
honored them at its May 8 meeting at
Echo Lake Country Club, presenting
each of them with a cash award. Each
had also received a medallion and a
Certificate of Achievement at the fi-
nals.

Seventh grade Public Speaking stu-
dents at Edison and Roosevelt Interme-
diate Schools participated in the com-
petition. Each gave a public address
four to five minutes in length on one of
four topics: “How my optimism helps
me overcome obstacles,” “Cyber com-
munications, progress or problem?,”
“Does violence in electronic media
(video games, movies, TV etc.) cause
violent behavior in teens?” and “Why
my voice is important.”

Faculty and administration selected
ten finalists (five from each middle
school) and members of the club chose
the winners.

The other finalists were Marlo
Avidon, Emma Conlon, Julian
Mazzola, Abby Rottenberg, Emma
Shakal, Daniel Shenker, and Gianna
Tyhala. Each finalist received a Certifi-
cate of Achievement.

Faculty and administration selected
the finalists (five from each middle
school). Ginger Johnson, Bill Foley,
and Rob Nehring, members of the
Optimist Club, selected the first, sec-
ond and third place winners and Irv
Brand served as timekeeper.

This is the eighth year the Optimist
Club has sponsored the Oratorical Con-

test. The Club has been active since
1989 with community programs and
service projects including holiday food
baskets, sponsorship and mentoring of
the Junior Optimists at Westfield High
School, and the annual Project Gradu-
ation BASH. The Club also recognizes
special achievements in the commu-
nity with the annual Youth Volunteer
Award and Intermediate School Teach-
ers of the Year Award.

To request additional information
about the Optimist Club contact mem-
bership chair Mike Walsh at (908)
317-9813.

Westfield Board Of Ed.
Announces Meetings
WESTFIELD — The next meeting

of the Westfield Board of Education
will be Tuesday, June 11, at 7:30 p.m.
at 302 Elm Street. The agenda will
include the reinstatement of the school
resource officer position – one that had
been in place for at least a decade but
was eliminated with recent budget cuts.
The position will be filled by a Westfield
police officer in a shared cost arrange-
ment with the town.

The Board will begin the meeting
with recognition of Westfield’s sec-
ondary school teachers Pam Friedman,
Roosevelt Intermediate School, and
Debbie Vezos, Edison Intermediate
School, who were selected as Optimist
of Westfield Intermediate Teachers of
Year; and Westfield High School Teach-
ers of the Year – Andrea Hill, Stephen
Boyle, and Zorana Culjak.

The last meeting in June will be held
on Monday, June 24, due to Westfield
High School graduation, scheduled for
Tuesday, June 25. Complete agenda
items are posted the Friday prior to
every Board of Education meeting at
www.westfieldnjk12.org/agenda.

The public is invited to attend.

SCOTCH PLAINS —On June 1,
Union Catholic (UC) graduated 153
seniors. The Class of 2013 received
a total of $13,358,197 in college
scholarships and awards. Rosa
Cuppari of Kenilworth was named
Valedictorian and Dara Maguire of
Scotch Plains was named Salutatorian.

The guest speaker, UC alum Dave
Thornton, Class of 1975, reflected
on his own life and the extraordinary
things that have happened to him in
ordinary moments. He urged stu-
dents to follow journalist Ann
Quindlen’s advice and “to get a life”
— and encouraged students that each
of them is the only person who has
sole custody of his or life. He told
graduates, “If you continue to focus
on the ordinary tasks of your daily
life, you will continue to do extraor-
dinary things. Never stop learning—
out there the classroom is every-

where.”
Union Catholic seniors also at-

tended the Baccalaureate Liturgy on
May 31, where Reverend Joseph
Mancini celebrated mass.

GOOD LUCK GRADS...Seniors throw their caps into the air to celebrate their
graduation at Union Catholic High School’s Commencement excersises on June 1.

Guest Speaker Dave Thornton

tion—which is what a vacation should
be about. Even the handful of times I
have taken my laptop with me, I have
found myself not much interested in
turning it on. The world will still be
there, warts and all, when I return
home, I have come to realize. But if
you do bring yours, don’t forget the
charger.

Another rule for my carry-on: no
hard-cover books! They weigh too
much and take up far too much room.
At the airport, I’ll buy a few maga-
zines and maybe a paperback to oc-
cupy my time. But the 500-page books
can go into my checked bag along
with all the clothes I will end up not
needing.

Now that I’ve mastered the art of
packing a great carry-on bag, for my
purposes at least, perhaps I can turn
my attention to reversing decades of
poor suitcase packing. Do I really
need to take along five pairs of jeans
for a three-day trip?
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Carry On


