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Fanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

Exxon Tiger Mart
421 Central Ave. (Leader)

Krauszer’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)
Westfield Mini Mart

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES:
7-11 of Mountainside

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Garwood Shoprite

563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)

Baron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Miln Street Market
103 Miln Street, Cranford (Leader)

GEORGEADIS 2-RBI, FOLINUSZ RBI 2B, RAVITIER K’s 3

Cougar Nine Stops Mendham
In NJ Group 3 Semifinal, 3-2

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Superb pitching by Matt Ravitier
and closer Ryan Williamson, a mix of
sound fielding plays and capitalizing
with two runs in the second earned
the Cranford High School baseball
team, No. 2 in The Star-Ledger Top
20, a 3-2 victory over Mendham in
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
semifinals at Memorial Field in
Cranford on May 29.

Ravitier, locked in a pitchers’ duel
with Minuteman Nick Piccolo,
yielded a pair of runs, recorded three
strikeouts and hit two batters, while
yielding three hits and no walks in
five innings before being relieved by
Williamson, who tossed two score-
less innings, striking out three and
walking one.

George Georgeadis had two RBI,
Andrew DiFrancesco doubled and
scored a run and Chris Folinusz had
an RBI double.

“I thought we played well. We
pitched the ball well, we played de-
fense well today and we had some
timely hitting and that’s the key to it.
Credit to them; they are very well-
coached team, it’s a great program.
They played a great game and we
were fortunate to get one run more
than them,” said Cranford Head
Coach Dennis McCaffrey.

Minuteman Piccolo tossed a good
game, mixing off-speed pitches and
fastballs. Piccolo scattered six hits,
struck out two and walked no one in
a complete game. Andrew Grieco
and Tim Metzler each had an RBI
and Jake Stagman doubled and scored

a run for the 16-12 Minutemen.
“Nick (Piccolo) is a bulldog. He’s

been pitching like this all year long,
has us in every single game and I’m
real proud of the kid. We just did not
capitalize when we had the chance.
We just could not put it together, and
they did just enough to beat us today.
Dennis [McCaffrey] did a very good
job coaching for them,” said
Mendham Head Coach Brad Wetzil.

“I’m proud of this team. Cranford
is a great team, and we worked our
butts off all week. Today, I mainly
relied on my curve pretty much, but
we came up a little short offensively,”
added Piccolo.

The 22-1 Cougars took a 1-0 jump
in the first when DiFrancesco clubbed
a standup double to deep center and

Renfree Win Javelin at Group 3 Track & Field
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been a heck of an athlete for us. She is
a competitor. She’s a dynamite kid all
around,” Field Coach Ken Hernandez
said after Renfree’s first throw.

“It was all in the moment. Finally

broke 130, 132. It felt so good. Once I
threw the 131, I thought just a little bit
more. It’s only a couple of more inches.
I thought, ‘I am ready. I can do it.’ I was
a lot calmer,” Renfree said.

“For whatever reason she had the
133 magic number in her head that
she woke up with two days ago. She
wants to hit that, so that would be
nice,” Coach Hernandez said before
her third throw.

As to her magic number goal of
133, Renfree said, “We were just talk-
ing and he [Hernandez] said, ‘what
do you think you could hit?’. I said
133. I don’t know why ‘three’ of all
umbers. It was just in my mind. It
sounded like a really good goal.”

Raiders Devora Ward, Justine
Valdes, Christine Charles and Dariana
DeVore finished sixth in the 4x100
with a time of 49.8. Cranford Cou-
gars Bryanna Grant at 38-8 and
Regine Hunter at 38-0.5 placed 2-3 in
the triple jump, while Keturah Orji of
Mount Olive took first at 40-10.

Although not placing in the top-6 in
the pole vault, Cougar senior Mike
Helmstetter cleared a personal-best 12-
0 and just missed 12-6 on his final
attempt.

“This was my third time hitting 12
feet this year. It was really upsetting.
I had to go run the 4x1, so I had to
jump back in line as soon as I finished
my second jump. It was really rough,
but I was really pumped for it. When
I finally got over, I thought I had it,
and I went to look down and I caught
it with my chin as I was coming
down. Yes! It was a great year,”
Helmstetter said.

Helmstetter, Jake Waleski, Will
Lenox and Reggie Green took sec-
ond in their heat of the 4x100, but
their time was not quite low enough
to reach the top-6.

At the Group 4 meet in Egg Harbor,
Westfield High School (WHS) Blue
Devil Peter Fagan, the WHS record
holder in the pole vault with a height
of 16-0 recorded at the East Coach
Relays a few weeks ago, placed in a
tie for second with a height of 14-0.

Blue Devil Matt Luppino finished
fourth in the 1,600 with a time of
4:20.76. Kevin Smith, Mike Reilly,
Jimmy Jin and Dan Luzzi finished
fourth in the 4x800 at 7:59.74.

Blue Devil Meghan Reilly placed
fifth in the javelin with a toss of 118-4.

All competitors, who placed in the
top-6 advanced to the Meet of Cham-
pions also held at Frank Jost Field in
South Plainfield on June 5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING BACK IN TIME...Cougar Albert Garguilo dives back to first to avoid being picked off as Head Coach Dennis
McCaffrey observes in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 semifinal against Mendham in Cranford on May 29.
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MISSING BY A CHIN...Cougar Mike Helmstetter misses clearing 12-6 when his
chin nicked the bar on his way down.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND IN THE TRIPLE JUMP...Cougar Bryanna Grant took second in the
triple jump with a distance of 38-8 at the Group 3 Championships.

More photos on
www.goleader.com

Ballyhoo Sports


