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Blue Devils Topple GL for UCT Championship
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

appearances.
“This game was really important

for us to win, because at the begin-
ning of the season, we set our minds
to win the county championship. We
started it the beginning of the season
and we wanted to finish it here with a
win, and that’s what we did. This
whole year we worked really hard,
and this is a great way to finish it,”
Ferraro said.

Ferraro’s unique hitting style kept
the Highlanders’ defense very confused.

“I knew they would be coming in
on me, so I knew I had to hit it past
them the whole time or hit it far
enough to the shortstop, and it worked.
You just put it in play and good things
happen,” Ferraro said.

Junior Cali Chambliss drilled a two-
run double and added an RBI sacri-
fice fly, while scoring twice.

“I am so very excited. I knew we
needed to go out with a bang in the
season and we did. I could not wait to
go at this team. I was hitting all year,
and all of us were hitting. We just kept
hitting and strung together hits. I can’t
wait to come back next year,”
Chambliss said.

Junior Julia Criscuolo, who scored
once, punished GL with a two-run
double, an RBI single and another
single in her four at-bats.

“I had a little bit of a rough past few
games, so at the plate, I focused on
seeing the ball all the way in. I knew
I wanted to do it for my team today.
Since we got the win today, we were
lucky enough to go out on a bang and
accomplish the goal from the begin-
ning of the season that we had,”
Criscuolo said.

Senior Sarah Seitz, who was ab-
sent with an injury most of the sea-
son, rapped three singles, scored twice
and added an RBI in her four at-bats.

“Being out this season was tough,
but when I came back, I was so ex-
cited. Being a senior, this was my last

chance, and today I came out saying
I wanted to play a good game. My last
time at bat, I told myself, ‘This is it!
Get a hit!’ And I did. It feels so good
to have left it all out on the field,”
Seitz said.

Senior Natalie Tupper poked a pair
of RBI singles and scored once. Se-
nior Tiffani Gregory walked, scored
once and had an RBI, and Scarano
walked and scored twice — pinch
runner Rebecca Kaufman. Junior
Shannon Schaefer walked and scored

once, and Bobbi Snyder went 3-for-4
with an RBI and scored three times.
Junior first baseman Liz Fox was
involved in four putouts.

Scarano yielded a single to Kacie
Worswick in the second inning, a
single to Liv Hendrzak in the third
and a single to Alex Foley in the
fourth. In the meantime, the Blue
Devils, as the visiting team, broke the
Highlanders spirit with five runs, high-
lighted by Chambliss’ RBI sac fly,
Criscuolo’s two-run double and
Seitz’s RBI single, in the top of the
second inning.

In the third, Snyder lined a single to
left and sprinted to third when the ball
eluded the leftfielder. Tupper then
tapped an RBI single to right. In the
fourth, Chambliss, who was on third,
alertly scored on Schaefer’s bunt that
baffled the defense.

But it was the fifth inning when the
landslide buried the Highlanders, as
14 Blue Devils stepped to the plate
and eight returned home to make the
score, 15-0.

Down to their last chance, High-
lander Colleen Frank looped a bunt
single, but later got picked off by
catcher Gregory for the first out.
Lauryn DeTaso scribbled a single past
first and later scored on Taylor
Hendrzak’s single over second.

“Scoring first has always been our
goal as a team. Accomplishing that
kept the momentum going and we

finished it all the way out. It feels
great, especially after losing to them
in the county finals our freshman
year. There couldn’t have been a bet-
ter way to end the season, especially
against them,” Criscuolo said.

“I could not be more proud of them.
They have worked so hard, especially
after last year, they felt they under-
achieved. This year, to come out and
be determined to do better is amaz-
ing. They are a fantastic group of
kids, and I expect a lot from the kids,

who return next year,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Caitlin MacDonald said.
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DeMARTINO’S 4-HITTER EARNS WF SECTION CROWN

Perconte ‘Squeezes’ Westfield
Past P. Amboy, 2-1, in Semis

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Anthony Perconte heeded Head
Coach Bob Brewster’s assignment to
perfection when he successfully ex-
ecuted a suicide squeeze bunt, scor-
ing Eric Demers in the bottom of
seventh inning to lift the Westfield
High School baseball team to a 2-1
victory over visiting Perth Amboy in
the NJSIAA North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 semifinal round in Westfield
on May 30. The very next day, junior
left-hander Brad DeMartino tossed a
four-hitter in a 4-2 victory over North
Hunterdon in Annandale to seize the
sectional crown, Westfield’s second
in three years.

Blue Devil pitcher Kevin Galasso
(7-2) fired a two-hit, no-walk shut-
out, striking out five through four
innings. Galasso’s shutout was extin-
guished in the fifth when Jose Ortiz’s
pinch runner Omar Jimenez scored
on Juan Batista’s (2-for-3) sacrifice
fly. Galasso finished off the next six

batters he faced.
“I pushed the hitters today, pitch-

ing backwards. We know that they
are a good fastball hitting team, so we
definitely knew we don’t want to start
backwards; some of the off-speed
against the fastballs. Getting them to
chase the fastball was really success-
ful today. I tried to make sure to keep
my pitches low, stay in the zone and
throw strikes. After that rough fifth, I
had to make sure I remained in the
mental zone. Seeing Anthony hitting
that sac bunt was amazing; it made
the game,” said Galasso.

Blue Devil Head Coach Bob
Brewster said, “I knew they were not
going to score many runs, I had con-
fidence in Kevin (Galasso). They’re a
team that does not score a lot of runs,
and they really had to work to get that
one run. Base hit! He then moves to
second on a ground ball, we balked
him to third and then a sac fly; almost
had him at the plate.”

The 17-11 Blue Devils managed

three hits against starter Alexis
Guerra after three innings. Fernando
Rosa worked the balance of the game,
finishing with three walks. Defen-
sively, catcher Michael Ionta pro-
vided a sensational block on an at-
tempted steal off a throw by third
baseman Eric Demers in the fourth.
Ionta repeated the block in the fifth
on a throw from Perconte.

“When Kevin pitches well and
when he’s on, it makes my job easier.
When he can shut out a team and all
we need is two runs, it puts us in a
good spot to win the game. We wanted
to keep them off-balance and not get
comfortable at the plate,” said Ionta.

The Blue Devils took a 1-0 lead in the
first when Matt Stocks walked and
scored on an RBI single by Chris Arena.

After Ortiz singled and his pinch
runner scored on Batista’s sac fly in
the fifth, Galasso said, “Once he got
on, I thought I had him on a pickoff
play.. Then, the other kid got a pop-
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO BLOCK THE PLATE AGAIN...Blue Devil catcher Mike Ionta blocks the plate but Panther Omar Jimenez
manages to score anyway in the sixth inning in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 semifinal game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SLIDING IN FOR THE SCORE...Blue Devil Bobbi Snyder, No. 17, scores in the second inning as and Highlander catcher
Kacie Worswick begins to go after the ball in the Union County Tournament title game. Westfield won, 15-1.

2013 RAIDER
SOCCER CAMP

at Scotch Plains - Fanwood High School

Director
Tom Breznitsky

SP-FHS
Boys Varsity Coach

Home of the
7 time

NJ State Champion
Boys’ Soccer Team

JULY 8 - JULY 12
JULY 29 - AUG. 2

For More Information, Please Call:

Tom Breznitsky (908) 322-6102

email: raidercamp@verizon.net

www.spfraidersoccercamp.com

“The Only Local Camp
Not Held in a Park!”

Co-Ed • Grades 1-9

Goal Keeper Training

Novice to Advanced

Ability Grouping

Tactical Camp for Teams

Indoor Facilities

Boys and Girls
Grades 1-12


