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POLICE BLOTTER

For more surprising Overlook stories, visit 
www.NoSurpriseItsOverlook.org

- Quentin Hayes
Westfi eld, New Jersey 

When Quentin Hayes was in such pain he couldn’t even make it 10 feet from his car 
to the restaurant for his birthday dinner, it was time for Overlook. No surprise. Overlook 
Medical Center is part of the largest spine program in New Jersey. And it’s one of only 39 
hospitals in the U.S. to receive the Gold Seal of Approval from Th e Joint Commission as 
a spine center of excellence. Th e board-certifi ed neurosurgeons performed a successful 
minimally invasive spinal procedure. And Quentin walked out of the hospital an hour 
after the procedure, minus the troublesome disc fragment and without the pain. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT VISIT…The 4-year-old classes from Wesley Hall
School for Early Childhood recently visited the Westfield Police Department. The
children received a safety lesson, took a tour of the jail and a police cruiser, and
especially liked the big screen monitor in the dispatch area. Wesley Hall expressed
appreciation to the police department and Detective Lisa Perrotta, standing at
right, for hosting the children and their teachers.

F-SP ‘Y’ to Participate
In Global ‘Swim Lesson’

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA has
announced its upcoming participa-
tion as an official Host Location for
the 2013 World’s Largest Swim-
ming Lesson™ (WLSL) record-set-
ting event on Tuesday, June 18.

Members of the community, age
3 and up, are invited to swim at the
Main “Y” Facility, located at 1340
Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, and
to be part of a global event to help
break the Guinness World
Record.™ Participants will swim
from 11 to 11:30 a.m.

The inaugural WLSL event estab-
lished the Guinness World Record™
for the largest simultaneous swim-
ming lesson ever conducted in 2010,
to build awareness about the vital
importance of teaching children to
swim to prevent drowning.

Last year’s WLSL event grew
more than 400 percent, with over
20,000 participants representing 13
countries around the globe and 45
states in the United States.

According to the “Y,” WLSL was

created as a platform to help aquatic
facilities and the many different re-
gional, national and international
water-safety and drowning-preven-
tion organizations work together to
communicate the fundamental im-
portance of teaching children to
swim.

“Parents understand how impor-
tant it is to protect their children by
using car seats and requiring bike
helmets,” said Tracy Crane of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA.
“Someday, we hope the same will
hold true for teaching kids to swim.”

For more information on this
event or to find out how to join the
WLSL, contact Ms. Crane at (908)
889-8880, e-mail
tcrane@fanwoodscotchplainsymca.org
or visit wlsl.org.

Participants can sign up in advance
at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA.
To learn more about Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA programs, visit
fanwoodscotchplainsymca.org. Fi-
nancial assistance is available for
those who qualify.

WNC Street Fair, Auto Show
Set Saturday and Sunday

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Neighborhood Council (WNC) will
sponsor its annual Westfield Street
Fair this Saturday, June 8, from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. in the large Westfield
train station parking lot off South
Avenue. Admission and parking will
be free.

More than 100 crafters, artists,
vendors and merchants will fill half
the area, with free parking available
all day in the other half of the lot. An
international selection of foods will
be presented, as well as live music,
inflatable rides, a DJ, games, clowns
and jugglers.

“DJ Stick-Shift Eddy” will create
an “outdoor dance party” next to
Westfield Seafood beginning at 11
a.m., followed by a live performance
by the Paper Mill Playhouse Chorus.
The group consists of 40 singer/danc-
ers from New Jersey ages 16 to 22.
The music ranges from Broadway to
Lady Gaga to the National Anthem.
WDHA-FM and WCBS-FM radio
stations will be present and awarding
prizes while supplies last. For more
information, call the Office of Street
Fairs at (908) 654-1400.

This Sunday, June 9, the Fourth
Annual Charity Automotive Super
Show, benefiting the WNC, will take

place from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the
north-side Westfield train station be-
hind Verizon Wireless. The rain date
is Sunday, June 30.

Presented by G-wiz Auto Entertain-
ment, the event will feature motor ve-
hicles including exotics, muscle cars,
classics, antiques, imports, trucks and
custom bikes, as well as Army ve-
hicles. Trophies will be awarded in
multiple categories. This family-
friendly event also will include refresh-
ments, games and other activities.

Two racing legends, The Original
Soul Shaker and John D. Legend of
Raceway Park, will be honored dur-
ing the festivities. Kevin Ford of the
A&E reality show “King of Cars”
will be on hand as celebrity guest.

General admission will be $5.
There is a $20 registration fee for
those wishing to enter a car. For
more information, contact G-wiz
Auto Entertainment at (908) 482-
8132 or by e-mail at
Gwiz2carwash@aol.com.

The Westfield Neighborhood Coun-
cil is a private, non-profit, commu-
nity-based social service organization
that seeks to empower children, youth
and adults through educational and
direct hands-on outreach. For more
information, call (908) 233-2772.

WSL Shops Conducting
Annual End-of-Year Sales

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-
vice League currently is holding its
annual end-of-year sales at its thrift
and consignment shops, both located
at 114 Elmer Street, Westfield.

Dollar Day Sales will be held from
9 a.m. to noon through Saturday,
June 8, in the thrift shop. All items for
sale will be priced at $1. The thrift
shop offers clothing, shoes, books,
bric-a-brac and household items. The
consignment shop, which presently
is offering 75-percent reductions on
merchandise, will hold its annual
Dollar Day Sale on Saturday. Both
shops will continue their sales while
stock is available.

Featured in both shops are sum-

mer clothing, including shorts, T-
shirts, skirts, dresses, shoes and
swimwear.

Following these sales, the shops
will close for the summer and will
reopen after Labor Day. Normal shop
hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday. The Westfield Ser-
vice League is a non-profit, volun-
teer organization. All proceeds from
the shops are donated to local chari-
ties. Donations to the thrift shop are
tax-deductible and will be accepted
over the summer. For more informa-
tion, call the thrift shop at (908) 233-
2530 or the consignment shop at
(908) 232-1223, or visit
thewestfieldserviceleague.wordpress.com.

Westfield
Saturday, May 25, Noel J. Reyes,

22, of North Plainfield responded to
police headquarters to satisfy an ac-
tive Westfield traffic warrant. Reyes
was processed and released after post-
ing $170 cash bail.

Sunday, May 26, Salvatore
DiPiazza, 47, of Westfield was ar-
rested on charges of driving while
intoxicated (DWI) and hindering ap-
prehension during an investigation
of a motor vehicle accident in the
area of Central Avenue near Ayliffe
Avenue. According to police,
DiPiazza was initially arrested for
DWI, and during the investigation he
provided officers with a fake name.
After authorities determined that
DiPiazza had lied about his identity,
it also was revealed that he was oper-
ating a motor vehicle with a sus-
pended driver’s license and that he
was wanted on two warrants from
Newark, with bail of $1,454, along
with warrants from Springfield, with
bail of $1,000, and Belleville, with
bail set at $737.

DiPiazza was transported to police
headquarters, processed and issued
multiple motor vehicle summonses,
including for DWI. Bail on the hin-
dering apprehension charge was set
at $1,000. He was committed to the
Union County jail in lieu of bail.

Tuesday, May 28, Jonathan Vieira,
20, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with DWI and possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana after being stopped by police
on North Avenue near Tuttle Park-
way. A further investigation revealed
that he was operating a motor vehicle
while under the influence of alcohol.
Vieira was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released to a
responsible adult with a mandatory
court appearance in Westfield Mu-
nicipal Court.

Tuesday, May 28, Brian Greenfield,
55, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with DWI subsequent to a
motor vehicle stop in the area of
Dorian Road and Rahway Avenue.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released to a
responsible adult.

Wednesday, May 29, Sarah Pezak,
27, of Belleville was arrested on an
outstanding Belleville warrant for
$100 as the result of a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue near Central
Avenue. She was released after post-
ing bail.

Friday, May 31, Terrence
O’Rourke, 55, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with DWI at West
Grove Street and Rahway Avenue.
He was released to a responsible adult.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, May 28, a resident stated

that while playing at Union Catholic

High School, he left his laptop, val-
ued at $2,000, unattended, and when
he returned the laptop was missing.

Wednesday, May 29, the owner of
a Route 22 restaurant stated that some-
time overnight someone entered the
establishment and removed an unde-
termined amount of cash from the
register. According to police, entry
was gained by breaking the front
glass door.

Wednesday, May 29, the owner of
a Route 22 gas station stated that
sometime overnight, someone en-
tered the station and removed an un-
determined amount of cash from the
register. According to police, entry
was gained by smashing the front
window.

Wednesday, May 29, a resident of
Harding Road reported that some-
time overnight someone scratched
the side of his motor vehicle.

Wednesday, May 29, a resident of
Cook Avenue reported that someone
made approximately $1,200 in pur-
chases on his credit card without his
authorization.

Wednesday, May 29, Juan Lockley,
52, of Carteret was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after a motor vehicle
stop on West Broad Street. Accord-
ing to police, after Lockley failed
multiple field sobriety tests he was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Thursday, May 30, a resident of
Cooper Road reported that sometime
overnight someone damaged her
mailbox.

Thursday, May 30, Marcel Gra-
ham, 23, of Springfield was arrested
and charged with possession of sus-
pected marijuana after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Raritan Road. She was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Thursday, May 30, Daniel Foti, 43,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with possession of a hypo-
dermic syringe after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail.

Friday, May 31, the owner of a
landscaping business on Lake Av-
enue reported that sometime over-
night someone removed topsoil from
the yard, valued at approximately
$135.

Garwood
Monday, May 27, Tara Roberson,

40, of Hillside was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on the 600
block of South Avenue. She was
charged with several complaints, in-
cluding driving while intoxicated
(DWI), refusal to submit to breath
testing and operating a vehicle with
high beams on. Roberson was re-
leased with a pending court date.

‘Freedom: Never More Than One
Generation Away From Extinction’

Ours is a constitutional system of
government but one would be hard-
pressed to know this when looking at
the enormous power and discretion
of the Federal bureaucracy with its
nearly three million civilian employ-
ees and its multitudinous regulatory
agencies. Just an examination of the
conduct of the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice in targeting only conservative
groups applying for tax-exempt sta-
tus and during the recent Presidential
election season at that is reason
enough to be very concerned about,
if not fearful of, the ability of the
bureaucracy to do serious damage to
the rights of Americans.

The drafters of the United States
Constitution established Congress to
represent the people. But Congress,
thinking itself incapable of govern-
ing the entire government given its
growing size, delegated more and
more regulatory power to this and
that agency of the government. Con-
gress put in place oversight commit-
tees to insure that these agencies were
properly functioning within the
boundaries of the law and at the same
time doing the work delegated to
them.

Congressional oversight is diffi-
cult given the ability of the regula-
tory community “to push back” and
thus resist giving the answers which
Congress demands. A prime example
is Lois Lerner, head of the Internal
Revenue now notorious group tax
exemption application office, who
took the Fifth Amendment. Addition-
ally, neither former Internal Revenue
Commissioner Douglas H. Shulman
nor his successor, Steven T. Miller,
took any personal or other responsi-
bility for this targeting that took place
on their watch and were ever so eva-
sive.

The bureaucrats know that they
can use all sorts of legal subterfuges
in effect to counter or block or weaken
Congressional investigations and they
know that as civil servants protected
by all sorts of laws they often can
outlast Senators and Representatives
who of course do not serve forever.
And Presidents as well!

Here is a Byzantine arrangement
of government in which people in
very high positions of leadership with
extraordinary power and discretion

are not elected and are not account-
able to the public.

This massive governmental appa-
ratus is impenetrable to a very large
extent. And receives relatively little
public or press attention.

President Ronald Reagan said in
his first Inaugural Address, January
20,1981, “The problem is govern-
ment.” Certainly a bureaucracy as
enormous as the Federal bureaucracy
with Congressional oversight ability
limited by the paucity of Congres-
sional time, Congressional inatten-
tiveness, Congressional inability of-
ten to ask the right questions, and
bureaucratic resistance cannot give
us confidence that President Reagan
was wrong!

I may be a retired attorney-at-law
but can offer assurance that one of the
most difficult challenges in most any
law practice is having to deal with the
bureaucracy at whatever level of gov-
ernment. There are the delays upon
delays. The discretion through which
you could drive a truck. The often
arbitrary and capricious nature of de-
cisions which then require consider-
able expense to the client in having to
go to court. And there is the lurking
fear that the lawyer pressing his or
her case could lead to other difficul-
ties for the client or even for the
lawyer.

Ronald Reagan also said, “Free-
dom is a fragile thing and is never
more than one generation away from
extinction.” (California Gubernato-
rial Inauguration Speech, January
5,1967). If the actions of the Internal
Revenue Service are any indication,
we are ever closer to the extinction of
our freedoms to which Governor
Reagan had referred.

The only solution is for Congress
truly to engage in intensive oversight
and as well for the public and the
press to pay the closest of attentions
to the workings and operations of the
Federal bureaucracy. And indeed of
state and local bureaucracy as well!

An omission of such responsibility
will doom our democracy and our
freedom!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield
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