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Thanks to All Participants, Sponsors,
Supporters of 5K Race and Fun Run

Letters to the EditorNational Ambitions Dictate Unanimity
Among The Lemmings in The Senate

Rep. Lance Should Co-Sponsor
Universal Background Check Bill

Lance Needs to Explain Why He
Won’t Co-Sponsor Gun Bill

When the New Jersey State Senate
began to debate enhanced gun con-
trol legislation, I e-mailed my State
Senator, Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr., and encouraged him to work for
tougher measures to help secure New
Jersey citizens against gun violence.

Senator Kean responded by thank-
ing me for my input and assuring me
that gun control was an issue that he
was mightily concerned with. Appar-
ently Senator Kean could not have
been too concerned with gun safety
as he voted in lockstep with the other
Republican State Senators against the

package of legislation recently passed
in the Senate. Certainly, Governor
Chrisite’s national ambitions dictate
the unanimity among the lemmings
in the Senate as the Governor seeks to
curry favor with the right wing of the
national Republican Party.

Based on State Assembly Leader
Jon Bramnick’s remarks labeling gun
control a “wedge issue,” we can ex-
pect a similar degree of unanimity
among the GOP members of the lower
house.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

Leonard Lance writes a whole ar-
ticle in the May 30th Westfield Leader
about investigating the IRS, but while
children, adults and police officers
are being gunned down every day
right here in New Jersey, he can’t say
one word about common-sense gun
regulation? Maybe he should vote
for the 38th time to repeal Obamacare
and waste more of our time. I hope
he’s not going to try to sell himself off
as a “moderate” Republican again in
the next election.

Consistently Leonard Lance goes
with the Tea Party crowd on every
issue, including common-sense gun
regulation, while he hides behind
some illusion that he represents this
moderate district. He should put on
his Tea Party hat on and wear it
proudly if that’s who he is. As far as
doing something about illegal guns
in this country and in New Jersey, it’s
about time he comes out with some-
thing publicly regarding the King–
Thompson House bill on common-
sense background checks for ALL
gun purchases. That’s a no-brainer.
He has said over and over again that
his primary goal is to keep guns away
from “those who wish to do us harm.”
Well this is Leonard Lance’s chance.
Those words are meaningless when
he purposely does nothing about it,
as well as it being insulting to his
constituents. His office was given
approximately 200 signatures mostly
in Westfield, and almost 3,000 from
constituents on two different peti-
tions asking him to co-sponsor this
bill.

His excuses for not supporting the
bi-partisan King-Thompson back-
ground checks bill are completely
nonsensical ranging from something
about the House Judiciary Commit-
tee, to waiting to see if it is bi-partisan
and if anyone else supports it. If you
believe in something, you stand up

for it and put your name on it –
period.

In case Leonard Lance doesn’t
know why supporting this bill is his
responsibility, I’d like to tell him from
firsthand experience. My son is a
Hofstra University student living off
campus. On May 17 a Hofstra stu-
dent living off campus had a gun held
to her head and was shot and killed
during a police standoff. It was dis-
covered, not surprisingly, that the
gunman had a prior criminal record a
mile long and even had a warrant out
for his arrest. So how was he able to
get that gun? It could have been only
one of two ways; either without a
background check or from a straw
purchase. My son lives just a few
blocks from where that incident took
place. I shudder to think that could
have been him. So why is Leonard
Lance making it easier, not harder for
criminals to arm themselves?

I guess it’s more important for our
Congressman to write about the next
“waste of our time” investigation then
actually do something positive that
could save lives. That’s shameful.
Personally, I am fed up and angry that
he addresses every issue under the
sun except common-sense gun regu-
lations.

I am challenging Leonard Lance to
write an article in The Westfield
Leader, just like he did on the IRS,
explaining in plain English as to what
exactly he disagrees with in the King-
Thompson bill on background
checks. I would like to hear a con-
crete answer, citing the contents of
the bill, not the twisted rhetoric his
office spouts that any reasonably in-
telligent person can see right through.

We have waited and have been
pushed aside long enough. He owes
the public his explanation in writing.

Karen Egert
Westfield

The rainy weather did not dampen
the spirit of the day for the over 350
who participated in our 5K Race and
1-Mile Fun Run on Sunday, May 19,
in Tamaques Park. It was another
great recreation department family
event!

Plaques and trophies were awarded
to the top finishers of the 5K, and
medals awarded to all Fun Run par-
ticipants. Congratulations to Matt
Turlip of New York, who won the 5K
with a time of 16:46.3, and New
York’s Maeve Evans, who won over-
all female with a time of 18:34.1.
Congratulations to Fatimazdhra
Bovaidi (age 10) of Newark for fin-
ishing first in the 1-Mile Race! Great
job!

The following runners received
first-, second-, and third-place indi-
vidual age group awards: For 14 and
Under: Thomas Whitehead, Conor
Fitch, Alex Hall, Ferreira Inez,
Samantha Branco and Ariana Perez.
For Ages 15-19: Johnny Vega, Liam
Loughlin, Andy Fromm, Nicole
DeOliveira and Niki Skickova. For
Ages 20-29: Kai Luening, Kevin
Jacobsen, Eric Williams, Lilah
Terwilliger, Erin Levesey and Jessica
Garry. For Ages 30-39: Christian
Henkel, Michael Burke, Jonathan
Tripp, Vivian Suchy, Meghan Edson
and Jennifer Saiz. For Ages 40-49:
Joseph Vaszily, Mike Olivares, Paul
Hagar, Maureen Tracy, Ralane Bonn
and Dawn Salerno. For Ages 50-59:
Ian Cottrell, Jerry Livesey, Jim
Barrett, Judith Hudson, Carol
Personick and Elyce Rivera. For 60
and over: Paul Corrigan, Phil Coyne,
Matthew Moloshak, Beverly Cambria
and Ann Coyne. Thanks for your
participation. For detailed race re-
sults, please visit:
www.raceforum.com or
www.westfieldnj.gov/recreation. For
race photos, visit us on Facebook!

On behalf of the Westfield Recre-
ation Department, I would like to
take this opportunity to thank all those
who sponsored, volunteered and par-
ticipated in our race. This annual
event helps raise money in support of
the department’s teen programs such
as our Night Place/The Hangout, Teen
Center, Teen Swims and Teen Scene.
Thanks to over 500 runners, family
members and volunteers who came
out to support our resident teens! We
hope this annual event continues to
grow and receive the continued sup-
port of the community. The depart-
ment acknowledges the following

area businesses and organizations
whose kind support helped to enable
the department to run a safe and suc-
cessful event: Main Corporate Spon-
sors: Reproductive Medicine Asso-
ciates, Twin Boro Physical Therapy,
Jeff Brandes of Protuff, United Soc-
cer Academy, US Sports Institute,
The ShopRite of Garwood and
Elizabethtown Gas. The Supporting
Sponsors: Mattress Factory,
Hershey’s Deli, RWJ Rahway Fit-
ness, Weldon Quarry Co., Nestle
Water, Anthony James Construction,
Two River Community Bank, FMBA
Local 30, Flo Fitness, Coldwell
Banker, Mastracola Plumbing, TC
Graphics, Varsity Central, Karate N
Motion, David Realty Group, P3 Ten-
nis Academy and Westfield Running
Company. Please support our 2013
sponsors.

In closing, the department would
also like to thank all Race Partici-
pants, Westfield Rescue Squad, the
Westfield Police Department and all
of the special volunteers who took
the time to help on race day! Special
thanks to: Janice Sileo, Will Johnston,
Jennifer Anderson, Meg Anderson,
Elaine Anderson, Joanne Colaneri,
Linda Johnson, Chris Love, Meredith
Love, Madeline Love, Tom
Cusimano, Pat Gray, Paul Checchio
and Anthony Mastrocola, for all of
their “behind-the-scenes” work on
race day. We could not have done it
without you! Hope to see you all next
year.

Be Active, Be Healthy… Be There!
Traci Kastner,

Westfield Recreation Department

Editor’s Note: The following was
written as an open letter to Rep.
Leonard Lance.

Surely you have become aware of
a groundswell of American public
opinion in favor of gun control since
the horrors of the Newtown, Conn.
school massacre. You have been made
aware of several proposed measures
to reduce gun violence, among which
is an expansion of universal back-
ground checks covering all gun sales.
It is estimated that public support for
such a law exceeds 90 percent, both
in your district and nationwide.

We know, Representative Lance,
that you are fully informed about the
groundswell of legislative support for
widened universal background
checks. A 178 of your colleagues in
the House of Representatives on both
sides of the aisle have co-sponsored
the King-Thompson background
check bill. Such a law could not fail
to save lives by keeping guns out of
the hands of criminals and mentally

unstable individuals.
We, your constituents, feel we are

fully justified in requesting that you
become co-sponsor of No. 179. We
are fully satisfied that the King-Th-
ompson is constitutional viz. a viz. the
Second Amendment. The National
Rifle Association should not be given
veto rights over what U.S. public opin-
ion demands for the greater protection
of its citizens, churchgoers, grade
school pupils, and college students.

You, sir, are obligated under your
oath of office which you took when
you were sworn in on January 3, 2009,
to act in the interests of the voters in
your district, and to do so vigorously
and effectively. Vague statements of
sympathy with our aims is not enough.
You can make the choice to help move
this legislation forward by co-spon-
soring the King-Thompson. We will
be watching and waiting.

Gerard Calligy
Westfield

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

GWACC Announces The Young
Entrepreneurs Academy

WESTFIELD — The Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (GWACC) announces the start
of The Young Entrepreneurs Acad-
emy (YEA) coming this fall. For stu-
dents who will be in 9th through 12th
grade during the 2013-2014 academic
year, YEA is an opportunity to learn
entrepreneurial skills that will help
them succeed in business throughout
their life time.

YEA Wesfield is looking for stu-
dents who have the desire to make it
big in business, and the passion to
start their own business or social
movement. Applications are being
accepted for the class of 2013 which
will be held on Tuesdays from 4 to 7
pm at Westfield High School. Appli-
cations are accepted and approved on
a rolling basis, so students should
submit them as soon as possible.

Tuition for the year is $395. Classes

will begin in October, 2013 and fin-
ish in June of 2014. For More infor-
mation call (908) 233-3021 or email
yea@westfieldareachamber.com.

Students work in close coopera-
tion with local leaders of industry,
community members, and educators
to develop ideas and objectives, write
business plans, pitch potential inves-
tors, obtain funding, register with
governmental agencies and develop
their brand identity. By the end of the
class, students own and operate fully
functioning businesses that can be
carried on after graduation.

YEA spun-off from the University
of Rochester, where it was formed in
2004 with support from the Kauffman
Foundation, to create its own not-for-
profit corporation.

GWACC serves the communities
of Westfield, Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside and Scotch Plains.

Winner, NJSPJ Better
Journalism Contest

Winner for the 2012 Online Tim
O’Brien Award: Second Place, Tina
Renna of the Union County Watch-
dog Association for “Musicfest
&#8211” and “Even The Prosecutor
Couldn’t/Didn’t Follow The Money”.
See the complete list of the 2012
contest winners of the New Jersey
Society of Professional Journalists at
www.njspj.org/.


