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WF Families Needed to
Host Spanish Students
Westfield High School graduate

from the class of 2009, Briana
Gonçalves, is conducting a Westfield–
NYC Excursion for 15 Spanish stu-
dents ranging from ages 13 to 16
years old. We are looking for Westfield
families to host students for an Ameri-
can cultural experience from Thurs-
day, June 27 to Thursday, July 25.

Students will be occupied daily by
class, activities and excursions. If
you are interested, please contact
Keith Hertell at (908) 233- 5522 or
Briana Gonçalves at (908) 962- 8225.

Briana Goncalves
Westfield

We Will Not Give Up What Is
Justifiable Under Our Constitution

Westfield Has Only Just Begun Its
Integration of STEM Initiative

Thanks to All Who Put
Flags on Vets’ Graves
I’d like to thank all of the great

volunteers, members of our Post 3
Legion Family (A.L. S.A.L AUXL),
our friends at the Knights of Colum-
bus, VFW, Westfield Troop 73 and
Mountainside Boy Scout troops, for
a job well done in working together
to place 4,089 flags on our veterans’
graves at Fairview Cemetery.

You took the time to pay tribute to
friends, family members and people
you never knew, who have fought in
American wars so we could live in
freedom.

I look forward to you all volunteer-
ing your time and talent next year.

Thanks again for a job well done.
Katherine Wening

American Legion Post 3
Westfield

With regard to last week’s letter to
the editor that referred to the STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math) initiative in the Westfield
Public Schools, I can assure the au-
thor of the letter, Mr. Richards, and
the public that the presentation to the
Westfield Board of Education on May
21 was in two parts: Technology and
STEM. The presentation – with high-
lights of our STEM initiative – was
taped and can be viewed at
www.westfieldnjk12.org/video.

Westfield is implementing the in-
tegrated application of all STEM dis-
ciplines in our curriculum as well as
in co-curricular activities. As part of
the district’s initiative, we have
launched two new high school elec-
tives that have been purposefully
written as integrated courses; we have
invited scientists and mathematicians
to provide demonstrations and career
presentations to our students; pro-
vided STEM training for administra-
tors and teachers; held a STEM Day
to showcase various hands-on efforts;
conducted school-wide design chal-
lenges; introduced the engineering
design process at the elementary level
(the design process is the engineer’s
version of the scientific method which
students apply in science labs).

In addition to the infusion of STEM
into our curricular program,
Westfield’s Schools participated and
performed at high levels in many
prestigious student STEM competi-

tions this school year at the regional
and international levels. In fact, one
of our elementary students placed
first in the international Smithsonian
Invent-it Design Challenge while one
of our intermediate school teachers
received The New Jersey Technol-
ogy and Engineering Educator
Association’s NJTEEA $10,000 In-
novative Teacher of the Year Award
(July 2012), an award Mr. Richards
cites as distinguishing among tech-
nology education teachers. We have
also entered partnerships with two
NJ universities, which are leaders in
the field of STEM teacher training
and applied STEM curriculum.

All of this was accomplished in the
last 12 months, but we have only just
begun. The vision of our STEM
Committee’s certified tech ed teach-
ers extends further. We have addi-
tional high school curricula prepared
for board of education consideration,
our kindergarten is launching a wrap-
around program that will feature
STEM design challenge units, and
we are in the process of evaluating
elementary curricula that are based
on the STEM design challenge ap-
proach.

As mentioned in Mr. Richards’ let-
ter, Westfield is launching a STEM
camp this summer. We look forward
to continuing this momentum.

Paul Pineiro
Assitant Superintendent
Westfield Public Schools

In this past May 23, 2013 edition
of The Scotch Plains–Fanwood Times
it was very apparent that us Ameri-
cans are not happy with our elected
officials.

Here is a list of Letters to the Editor
in that one issue of The Times that
proves this point:

“Library Budget Cut Seems to be a
Political Issue for SP Democrats” by
Rich Fortunato,

“Ode to Obama” by Greg
Cummings.

“There’s Only One Way Out Of
This Mess: Stand Up to Government”
by Bob and Pat Sheehan.

“Our Government Is Running
Rogue Over The American Public”
by myself.

“Freeholders Carefully Controlled
Meeting to Exclude Public Input” by
Warren Victor.

“IRS and Justice Dept.; Lincoln
Warned Us” by Stephen Shoeman.

“Former Acting IRS Head Hasn’t
Extinguished Fire, He Just Fueled It”
by Ian Linker.

“Rep. Leonard Lance’s Passivity
Diminishes His views on Gun Safety”
by Karen Egert, Marci Bandeli, Lori
Bennett.

Thank you Times for being very
helpful in letting our voices be heard.
During this time when some say that
Freedom of both the Press and Speech
and our Constitution are under at-
tack.

I hope those that represent us pay
attention and common men keep ex-
pressing the views of the governed.
Perhaps one day the ruling elite will
listen; it took a while for the English
to pay attention some 200 years ago.
We can continue to give them some
time, but we will not give up what is
justifiable under our Constitution.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Re Boston Marathon Bombing and
The Need To Ban Pots and Pans

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Stupration – Rape; violation by force
2. Schatchen – A marriage broker
3. Tettix – A cicada
4. Ronion – A mangy, scabby animal

GEMUTLICH
1. A series of standing stones sur-

rounding a central object
2. A miser
3. Awkward; clumsy
4. Agreeable; cheerful

AVENACEOUS
1. Abundant; plentiful
2. In botany, furnished with branches

in pairs
3. Belonging to, or having the nature

of oats
4. Mischievous; devilish

LANGLAUF
1. A clairvoyant
2. An interpreter; translater
3. A narrow pathway; a foot path
4. A cross-country ski run

TIVY
1. With great speed
2. Sass; back talk
3. Discontent
4. An intense or nervous state

As we walked in to Congressman
Lance’s office on a beautiful Friday
afternoon in Westfield to deliver hun-
dreds of signatures petitioning for
federal background checks on all gun
purchases, we were greeted warmly
by a petite friendly dog eager to say
hello and be held. We were asked by
the support staff member to have a
seat as she referred to us as “the gun
people”. Although we took offense,
we continued to affectionately pet
her dog and waited patiently.

However the mood quickly
changed when this staff member
asked what we needed. We explained
“we are here to give the Congress-
man several hundred signatures from
his constituents requiring his support
on universal background checks on
all gun purchases”. A patronizing
look consumed her face. Unfortu-
nately we have grown accustomed to
this look at times and naturally re-
spond with a smile. But her next
statement was by far one of the more
shocking responses New Jersey Resi-
dents For Action Against Gun Vio-
lence has received in our five months
of advocating.

“Are you people going to try and
ban pots and pans now?” she stated.
Confused about what she was imply-
ing while still holding her dog, I
inquired what she was talking about.
She said it again, but more defen-
sively this time. “Pots and pans, don’t
you want to ban them too?

Of course she was referring to the
Boston bombing. Over the next hour
I dissected her statement 100 times,
long enough to assess that in this gun
debate, some have descended into a
sea of irrationality and ridiculous-
ness. Did she really just compare a
gun to a pan? Has the opposition to
universal background checks di-
gressed to such illegitimate compari-
sons and a pure lack of reality test-
ing? Is this the new and improved
argument to distract and deter?

This staff person is a microcosm of
those that oppose any gun violence
prevention. They dig their heels in
with irrationality and fear. They are
misinformed by the NRA, second
amendment groups and yes the me-
dia and then consequently mislead
those around them. By comparing a
gun, which is a deliberate tool de-
signed to kill people and animals
with precision expeditiously, to pots
and pans haphazardly diminishes the
seriousness of this issue and more
importantly our public safety. It also
disrespects the memory of those killed
by gun violence.

May I remind this support staff
person that the constituents of

Westfield and neighboring towns pay
your salary and should be treated
with respect.

As the six month anniversary of
Newtown approaches, with heavy
hearts and continued prayers for all
the families effected by gun violence,
lets hope that we can at least be civil,
rational and responsible in our dis-
cussions. The victims of gun vio-
lence deserve better.

Marci Bandelli
Westfield

Mitch Slater Announces Bid
For Second Westfield BOE Term

Three years ago, I was asked by a
colleague to run for the Westfield
Board of Education. At the time I was
frustrated by some of the board’s
recent decisions and, more impor-
tantly, by the lack of transparency in
communicating with the public.

Today’s board has come a long
way and I am proud to be part of this
incredibly dedicated and hard work-
ing group of individuals representing
the Town of Westfield. Although more
than a few people have joked that
being a board member is “one of the
most thankless” jobs, I am personally
thankful for the opportunity to serve.

The Westfield School District, in a
word, is awesome. It’s not perfect —
nothing ever is — but it is truly state
of the art. From the top down I have
marveled at the talent and strong work
ethic in our schools and in our admin-
istration. As a parent I genuinely feel
my kids have gotten an excellent edu-
cation that is not only commensu-
rate, but often superior, to other
schools in the state. But there is still
more work to be done.

I pledged during my 2010 cam-
paign to try to improve the technol-
ogy in the classroom and bring STEM
to the forefront. I am happy to report
that great progress has been achieved,
but we must finish the job. That takes
not only great leadership, but money.
I made it very clear in my last cam-
paign that I was concerned about our
decreasing state aid and our increas-
ing labor costs — roughly 80 percent
of our current budget. It is my hope
that during my final term that we can
make significant strides to do a better
job of allocating budget dollars to-
ward a strong education, and one that
will prepare our kids for the ever-
changing changing global economy.

As chair of the Technology Com-
mittee, I will also continue to push
forward on a new district website and
increasing our social media presence
to connect more directly with our

community.
One other area that I believe needs

further study is what is commonly
referred to as the “Race to Nowhere”
issue. The burden of too much and
unnecessary homework continues
unabated. We need to challenge our
students without stifling their cre-
ativity; we need to give them room to
grow and to question and to develop
outside interests rather becoming rote
test-takers who constantly feel over-
whelmed and stressed to the hilt.
Academics are important, but so is
balance and I hope that with the help
of the community we can make a
difference in this area.

I look forward to serving Westfield,
its schools, and its stakeholders for
another three years. That’s why I will
be running for re-election this No-
vember.

Mitchell Slater
Westfield BOE Candidate

Frank Lautenberg Will Be Well
Remembered for Work in Senate

New Jersey lost its longest-serving United States
Senator this week with the passing of Senator Frank
Lautenberg at the age of 89, the last remaining World
War II veteran in the U.S. Senate.

Born the son of immigrants, he grew up poor in
Paterson, enlisting in the military at the age of 18 and
serving in the Army in Europe during World War II.
Upon returning home, he graduated from Columbia
University with the help of the G.I. Bill. He founded
Automatic Data Processing (ADP), which today
employs 57,000 people worldwide and 4,500 in New
Jersey.

Mr. Lautenberg served two stints in the U.S.
Senate – first from 1983 through 2000 and then from
2003 until his death. The Senator was known for a
number of legislative achievements, including ban-
ning smoking on airplanes and rewriting drunk-
driving rules for the .08 blood alcohol standard, as
well as the 21-year-old legal age to buy alcohol. He
also authored the Toxic Right to Know law so the

public knows what pollutants are being released into
their neighborhoods. During his tenure he cast over
9,000 votes.

Over the years, Mr. Lautenberg was able to defeat
a number of opponents: Republican Rep. Millicent
Fenwick in 1982, retired Brigadier General Pete
Dawkins in 1988 and former GOP Assembly Speaker
Chuck Haytaian in 1994. After retiring in 2001, the
Senator returned to the election ballot at the age of
78 in 2002 after then U.S. Senator Robert Torricelli,
a Democrat, was forced out of the race over a
campaign fundraising scandal from his 1996 cam-
paign. Mr. Lautenberg easily defeated Doug Forrester
in 2002 and former Rep. Richard Zimmer in 2008.

The accolades (please see page 2) from Demo-
crats and Republicans alike are well deserved. Re-
gardless of whether we supported or opposed his
initiatives or objectives over the years, the Senator
was never involved in any scandals or ethical lapses.

We offer our condolences to his family.

Who Would Be Your First
Choice to Fill the Senate Seat?

With the passing of United States Senator Frank
Lautenberg on Monday, Governor Chris Christie on
Tuesday announced that a special Primary Election
for the remaining year-plus on the Senate seat would
be held Tuesday, August 13, with a special General
Election on Tuesday, October 16. Candidates will
have two weeks to gather 1,000 signatures on their
nominating petitions.

The Governor will soon name an appointee to
serve until the October election, with that person
given the opportunity to seek the seat should the
individual choose to do so. The short four-month
period for serving until the election has removed
some of the interest in the Governor’s appointment,
with Democrats calling it a blatant political move.

Should the Governor’s appointee run for the seat,
however, we believe that person would be the
frontrunner in the GOP Primary. The October spe-
cial-election winner will serve through the end of
2014 with a full six-year Senate term on the Novem-
ber 2014 General Election ballot.

Prior to the Governor’s announcement, political
pundits began throwing names out among which
Governor Christie might choose to fill the Senate
seat.

Westfield happens to be a centerpiece on this
decision as both state Legislature minority leaders,
Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (both R-21, Westfield), are on the short
list of those persons thought to be front-runners, as
is Bill Palatucci, also of Westfield, a close friend of
the Governor.

Newark Mayor Cory Booker is believed to be the
front-runner among Democrats for the nomination,
with Rep. Frank Pallone of Long Branch also look-
ing to run.

Asm. Bramnick would be our first choice for the
appointment and to seek the seat, as he works well with
both Republicans and Democrats. In the past few years
he has held informal gatherings at his home where he
has invited some of the top elected officials in the state.
Recently, Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver (D-34, East
Orange), Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth) and
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr were among his guests,
along with a host of Republican lawmakers.

Sen. Kean also would be a good choice for the U.S.
Senate seat and has been in the Legislature a few
more years than Asm. Bramnick. His appointment,
however, might create some waves, especially from
Senate President Stephen Sweeney (D), as the two
leaders have been engaged in a war of words in
recent months. Mr. Kean’s defeat to Senator Robert
Menendez (D) in 2006 might result in him not
getting the nomination.

Another popular choice, in our opinion, would be
former 1980s Republican Governor Thomas H. Kean,
Sr., although he would serve only as a placeholder.
He is better known among younger voters for co-
chairing the 9/11 Committee.

We invite all candidates to submit weekly releases
to this newspaper, as the time frame for this Primary
is only two months, and getting messages out to
voters in the middle of the summer will be critical.

While any current state lawmaker appointed to the
Senate would have to resign their seat in the State
Legislature, according to the New Jersey Office of
Legislative Services, the issue of whether they would
be able to run in both the state General Election and
special U.S. Senate Election appears murky.

Is this an all-or-nothing game for a current office
holder? If they lose the Senate run, do they also then
lose their current position?

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Avenue E.
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757


