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Officials Offer Comments On Passing of Sen. Lautenberg
Elected officials and others released

statements this following the death of
U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg on Mon-
day. The statements are as follows:

…It’s no mystery that Senator
Lautenberg and I didn’t always agree.
In fact, it probably is more honest to
say we very often didn’t agree, and
we had some pretty good fights be-
tween us over time – battles on phi-
losophy and the role of government,
but never was Senator Lautenberg to
be underestimated as an advocate for
the causes that he believed in and as
an adversary in the political world.

…Sen. Lautenberg fought for the
things he believed in and sometimes
he just fought because he liked to. He
always reminded me that he was a kid
from Paterson whose father died at a
very young age, who served in the
military and served his country, and
then built a business which he was
extraordinarily proud of, just as proud
of his time at ADP as he was of his
many years, nearly 30 years, in the
United States Senate, and so today is a
sad day for the people of New Jersey.

Whenever we lose someone who’s
committed to public service and has
been an honest and dedicated public
servant as Senator Lautenberg was
it’s a loss for everyone. Most particu-
larly it’s a loss for his wife Bonnie
and his family, and so our thoughts
and prayers are with them today be-
cause whatever loss we feel as New
Jerseyans and whatever loss his col-
leagues feel in the United States Sen-
ate is minuscule compared to the loss
that his family feels, his loved ones…

…As the leader of this state and our
people, I extend to the Lautenberg
family and to his staff and friends, our
deepest condolences. And to Senator
Lautenberg, I give him praise on a life
well lived. I think we’d all have signed
up today for a life like Frank
Lautenberg had of 89 years of fighting
and fighting hard. And he’s been a
great example for the people of our
state and we will certainly miss him.

Governor Chris Christie

America has lost a true New Jerseyan
who dedicated his life to public service.
Until his last days, the resolute Senator
served New Jersey honorably, fighting
to bring home Superstorm Sandy re-
covery funding for families and small
business owners. Senator Lautenberg
was a consistent leader and a man of his
convictions. May Frank Lautenberg
rest in peace, and let his family know
we are praying for them.”

Senate GOP Leader Tom Kean, Jr.
Westfield

Our state has lost a dedicated ser-
vant who served in Congress for al-
most 30 years. We appreciate his ser-
vice to New Jersey and the United
States. On behalf of Assembly Repub-
lican caucus, I wish to offer our sincer-
est condolences to his wife, Bonnie,
their children and grandchildren.

Assembly GOP Leader Jon
Bramnick
Westfield

This is a sad day for New Jersey. Our
state has lost one of its most dedicated
public servants and a dear friend to us
all. It’s hard to imagine New Jersey
without Frank Lautenberg advocating
for the issues important to us all. His
energy was relentless. His intellect was
sharp. His work ethic was an example
to us all. I will miss Sen. Lautenberg
and his guidance, leadership and friend-
ship. On behalf of the New Jersey
General Assembly, I offer our prayers
and condolences and will forever re-
member Sen. Lautenberg as one of
New Jersey’s finest leaders.

Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver
East Orange

This is a personal loss as well as a
loss for New Jersey and the country. I
don’t think there will ever again be
anybody quite like Frank Lautenberg.

Frank came from humble beginnings,
and he never forgot that. The GI Bill
sent him to Columbia University, and
he always felt grateful for that and felt
a need to pay back.

Much will be said about his accom-
plishments: keeping trains and buses
safe, promoting public health, safe-
guarding chemical plants, keeping ciga-
rettes out of planes, and more. But what
stands out in my mind is what Frank did
to prevent drunk driving. As part of his
transportation work, he established lim-
its on blood alcohol levels. Today you
could fill several football stadiums with
people who are alive only because of
Frank Lautenberg – and not one of
them knows who they are.

Frank was dogged; he was persis-
tent. His colleagues in the Senate would
sometimes laugh or smile about that:
‘Here comes Frank again to try to twist
our arms.’ They liked him. Frank did
his homework; he knew what he was
talking about, and he just kept fighting.

Frank and I worked together on a
number of things, so I feel this loss very
personally. Frank, we miss you, but
your ideas and your legacy live on.

Rep. Rush Holt
 West Windsor

New Jersey has lost one of its most

dedicated public servants. Sen.
Lautenberg rose from humble begin-
nings to become one of the most
important political figures in the state,
never backing away from a fight when
the cause demanded it. His commit-
ment to New Jersey and its people
was commendable. He was an ex-
ample to us all and will be missed.

My sincerest condolences to his
family during this difficult time. I
hope they will find solace in knowing
that he leaves behind a remarkable
legacy that helped make New Jersey
what it is today.

Assemblyman Gerry Green
Plainfield

With the death of Frank Lautenberg,
New Jersey has lost a powerful advo-
cate of great integrity and the country
has lost a person whose life embodied
the American Dream. New Jersey’s
loss is also a personal loss for his
family and I wish to extend my condo-
lences to his wife, his children and his
grandchildren.

Raised in poverty in Paterson, Frank
Lautenberg served his country in World
War II, returned to become a titan of
American business with the founding
of ADP and then began a second career
of public service in the United States
Senate. Throughout his life, he used his
position to defend the powerless and to
create opportunities for those that soci-
ety too often left behind.

It was in his work in the U.S. Senate
on transportation issues that I truly
came to know Senator Lautenberg.
The Senator understood the value of
our transportation network to New
Jersey’s economy and quality of life
and was dogged in his pursuit of trans-
portation funds to improve and main-
tain our roadways and commuter rails.
He understood that such infrastruc-
ture spending helped create jobs and
bring people into the middle class.
Senator Lautenberg was also a pas-
sionate voice in defense of our envi-
ronment and against the scourge of
gun violence in our country.

New Jersey has lost a giant.
John Wisniewski

State Democratic Party Chairman

Sen. Lautenberg’s work to make
America better, safer and healthier
will be his lasting legacy. He was a
longtime friend of labor and public
employees, coming to Congress after
a successful business career but never
forgetting his family’s working-class
union roots. He not only talked the
talk about workers’ rights and voice,
but he walked the walk, literally, join-
ing picket lines when nurses had ex-

hausted all other avenues. We will
always be grateful for Sen.
Lautenberg’s stalwart support of pub-
lic schools, institutions of higher edu-
cation, and their educators and staff.

He took the time to learn from urban
educators about their need for more
resources, the  damaging consequences
for students of teacher layoffs, and the
need for safe, new schools; he advo-
cated for them relentlessly. To keep
communities safe, he was the original
sponsor of an assault weapons ban,
vigorously supported expanded back-
ground checks, and wrote the law pro-
hibiting domestic violence perpetra-
tors from owning guns. Those who fly
can thank Sen. Lautenberg for the ban
on smoking on airplanes. Sen.
Lautenberg was a role model as a fierce
advocate for core democratic values,
and he will be missed very much.

Randi Weingarten, President
AFT New Jersey President Donna

Chiera
Health Professionals and Allied

Employees President Ann Twomey
American Federation of Teachers

GOP Women to Be
Honored at Breakfast
GARWOOD — The Union County

Republican Women will be hosting
their annual breakfast buffet this Sat-
urday, June 8, at The Westwood, 438
North Avenue, Garwood, from 9:30
a.m. to noon.

The event will honor Republican
women candidates countywide who
will be on the ballot in the November
General Election. Attendees with have
the opportunity to exchange ideas with
the candidates in person. The requested
contribution is $55 per person and
breakfast sponsorships are available.
Checks should be made payable to
Union County Republican Women,
Inc. Tickets may be purchased at the
door or reserved in advance by con-
tacting club president Joan Papin at
(908) 917-4117. All interested parties
are welcome to attend.
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M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.
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Preparing for a rise in interest rates 
 

Join us for a free seminar.  Market analysts are anticipating 

higher interest rates in the coming years, and we believe  

that now is an optimal time to begin preparing for them. 
 

When:                 June 15, 2013 

               10:30 a.m. 
 

Where:            Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC 

            600 South Avenue West 

            Westfield, N.J. 07090 
 

Presented by:   Stewart A. Ritter 
            Senior Vice President – Investment Officer 

 

Bagels and coffee will be served.  Seating is limited.   

To RSVP, contact Laurie at (908) 789-7802. 

 
The event is educational in nature and will feature only a 
general discussion.  No company-specific products will be 
discussed.                                                                        

                                                                        

                                                                         Together we’ll go far 
       

 
 
 

                         
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC 
600 South Avenue West 
Westfield, NJ  07090   
 
(908) 789-7802      (800) 265-5736 
stewart.ritter@wfadvisors.com     www.stewartritter.com  

  Investment and Insurance Products: NOT FDIC Insured  NO Bank Guarantee MAY Lose Value  

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer and a separate non-bank affiliate of 
Wells Fargo & Company.   ©2013 Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC. All rights reserved.  0513-04505 

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

555 Westfield Avenue • Westfield, NJ 07090
908-232-1231

are pleased to announce that

Westfield Pediatric Dental Group

The doctors and staff of

Dr. Kelly Walk & Dr. John Chang

will be joining our practice this July.

Dr. Kelly Walk Dr. John Chang

Please visit our website for more information

www.kidsandsmiles.com

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Lesniak Plans to Sue Obe
For Slander Over Mailers

Politickernj.com has reported that
Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth)
said his Chief of Staff, Tony Teixeira,
plan to file a defamation lawsuit against
his Primary Election challenger, Donna
Obe, for slander.

“They sent out a couple of mailers
saying I’m a drug dealer’s best friend,”
Mr. Lesniak told the Politickernj.com.

Mr. Teixeira reportedly was
charged with cocaine possession and
entered into a pretrial intervention
and the court dropped the charges,
Politickernj.com reported, noting that
Ms. Obe’s literature used the word
“convicted.”
Christie Expresses ‘Confidence’

In Rutgers Pres. Barchi
Rutgers University’s President

Robert Barchi has received the sup-
port of Governor Chris Christie, who
said he has “absolute confidence” in
Mr. Barchi following news reports
that newly hire Athletic Director Julie
Hermann had verbally and emotion-
ally abuse members of the Tennessee
University women’s volleyball team
she coached in the early 1990s.

News accounts also have said she
was the subject of a sexual discrimi-
nation lawsuit while she was an ad-
ministrator at Louisville. Ms.
Hermann was hired by Rutgers May
15 and is scheduled to start there June
17. She takes over an athletic depart-
ment in turmoil since men’s basket-
ball coach Mike Rice was fired after
a video aired on ESPN showing him
berating players including kicking
and throwing basketballs at them.

“These are their (Rutgers) deci-
sions,” Governor Christie said as re-
ported by The Record. “Now they
have to deal with the questions that
are being raised.”

A number of state lawmakers, in-
cluding Senator Richard Codey (D-27,
Roseland), have called on the firing of
both Mr. Barchi and Ms. Hermann.

McKeon Calls for Hearings
On Rutgers U. Scandals

Assemblyman John McKeon (D-
27, West Orange) has called for leg-
islative hearings on the scandals in
Rutgers Athletic Department.

“The unfolding series of scandals
in the Athletics Department at Rutgers
continues to threaten the institution,

and its international reputation for
excellence. All New Jersey taxpay-
ers, including the students and fami-
lies who are paying tuition, demand
accountability from the university’s
leadership and from elected leaders
charged with the oversight of state-
funded higher education. Hearings
must be held in the Legislature to put
the facts on public record and give
New Jersey residents the assurance
they deserve that our public institu-
tions are being managed with integ-
rity and care.”

Buono: Christie Has Lacked
Leadership on Rutgers Scandal
Democratic Gubernatorial candi-

date, state Senator Barbara Buono
(D-18, Metuchen), also responded to
the Rutgers’ scandal.

“As the situation at Rutgers Uni-
versity continues to unfold, the lack
of leadership on the part of Governor
Christie is simply astounding. He has
failed time and time again to address
the clear problems present in Presi-
dent Barchi’s office. The Governor
appears to be picking and choosing
where and when he has authority at
Rutgers, exhibiting his unique brand
of selective leadership…As the state’s
chief executive, he does have the
authority to step in and demand an-
swers. Just months ago, he was more
than eager to step into the fray when
the issue was [fired men’s basketball
coach] Mike Rice and [former ath-
letic director] Tim Pernetti. Rutgers
is a state taxpayer-funded institution
and it’s absurd for the governor to
claim that he has no authority…”

FBI Investigating Ricin
Letters to Obama, Bloomberg
The FBI is investigating a letter

addressed to President Barack Obama
believed to contain the deadly poison
ricin similar to two letters sent to New
York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg
and his pro gun control advocacy
group, The Hill reported last week.

The Secret Service on Thursday
intercepted the letter to the president
at the White House’s mail screening
facility. The New York City Police
Department said last week that the
letters to Mayor Bloomberg and Mark
Glaze, director of the gun control
group Mayors Against Illegal Guns,
referenced the debate over the
country’s gun laws.

SP Lukoil Sued for
Selling Aviation Fuel
SCOTCH PLAINS – A Scotch

Plains Lukoil gas station is among
six stations in four counties sued last
week by the New Jersey Division of
Consumer Affairs and its Office of
Weights and Measures after the gas
stations allegedly sold aviation fuel,
which contains toxic lead that can
damage cars’ catalytic converters and
oxygen sensors.


