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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAMPAIGN STOP…Governor Chris Christie shakes hands on Saturday at the Westfield Diner during one of his state-
wide campaign stops.

County OKs Intersection
Improvements in Cranford

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Union County Free-
holders last Thursday concurred with
a Cranford ordinance for parking re-
strictions on Centennial Avenue as
well as intersection improvements
along the Centennial corridor.

Cranford Mayor Thomas Hannen,
Jr., who attended Thursday’s meet-
ing, said the parking restrictions were
necessary due to a lack of available
parking spaces for members of the
Cranford Rescue Squad, which is
located along the thoroughfare. The
mayor said an increase in restaurants
has caused patrons to take up the
spots, thus leaving a lack of parking
for squad members.

He said currently there are only
two parking spaces in front of the
squad building and that overflow
parking from the Riverside Inn, lo-
cated around the corner from the
squad on South Avenue, “has caused
problems with parking.”

He said the Cranford ordinance
would designate the area as a “pre-
ferred parking area” to be used “pri-
marily” for on-duty squad members.

Addressing improvements to Cen-
tennial Avenue, Joseph Graziano, di-
rector of the Department of Engi-
neering, Public Works and Facilities,
said the project includes three inter-
sections. He said a new traffic signal
would be added at Hillside and Cen-
tennial Avenues.

“There will be a lot of detours”
during the project, Mr. Graziano said.
In response to concerns echoed by
Freeholder Angel Estrada on the 360
days listed for the length of the con-
tract, Mr. Graziano said he did not see
that as “a crazy number.”

In terms of the intersection work at

Hillside and Centennial Avenues,
Mayor Hannen noted that the Hill-
side Avenue School is located at the
busy intersection, and that many par-
ents are picking up and dropping off
their children at the school.

“With the increase in traffic along
Centennial Avenue, it has become
problematic for these residents to do
the drop-off and get back into the
intersection. Centennial Avenue has
become quite a busy road over the
past couple of years,” Mayor Hannen
added. He said the project was needed
“as a matter of safety for the students
being dropped off and picked back
up.”

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, a
Cranford resident, said that, “there
have been a number of fender
benders” involving cars coming out
of the school into the intersection
during drop-off and pick-up times.
She said she heard the plan was to
have most of the construction when
school was not in session.

The freeholders approved a reso-
lution to hire Fai Gon Electric of
Piscataway for the project at a cost of
$821,705. The contract includes de-
sign, construction and paving work.

The freeholders also approved a
resolution for a change order reduc-
ing a contract by $16,510 to Tiffany
Electric, Inc. of Fairfield for a new
contract of $360,183 for intersection
improvements on Springfield Avenue
in Cranford.

The board also approved a change
order to increase the contract to
Daidone Electric, Inc., of Newark, by
$36,570 to $1,229,570 for the Terrill
Road Corridor Intersection Improve-
ment Project in Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Plainfield due to addi-
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Scotch Plains Smoking Ban Ord. To
Exempt Scotch Hills Country Club

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council will introduce an ordi-
nance later this month to ban smok-
ing at municipal parks and ballfields
while exempting the Scotch Hills
Country Club and creating a yet-to-
be designated area for smokers out-
side the municipal building.

Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella
first broached the topic last month,
but the council put off further ac-
tion after some members expressed
concerns that a more comprehen-
sive ban could affect cigar-smok-
ing golfers at the township-owned
golf course on Jerusalem Road.
During a discussion at its confer-

ence meeting on Monday evening,
Mrs. Gialanella expressed a will-
ingness to accept an exemption for
golfers, clearing the way for the
other council members to agree to
the ordinance’s introduction on
Tuesday, June 18.

The deputy mayor noted that the
township’s recreation commission
had backed including the country
club in the smoking ban, but said
she did not want commission mem-
bers – who, she noted, are volun-
teers – to “take any flak” on sup-
porting what might be an unpopu-

lar ban among golfers.
Reiterating some of her remarks

from last month, Mrs. Gialanella
said she did not think that smoking
should be allowed where children
were playing, especially organized
sports, and that the artificial turf
fields could potentially be damaged
by discarded cigarette butts.

In other business, concerns were
expressed about the late start to the
township’s road program, with
Councilman William Vastine say-
ing he was “troubled” by the delay

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Photo courtesy of Marybeth Lapham
PROM...Students at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School gather at the Lapham
residence on Friday night for a pre-Prom party before heading off to their Prom.

Photo courtesy of Kerri Brencsons
LOOKING GOOD...Boys from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School pose for a
picture at the Lapham residence at a pre-Prom party Friday night before Prom.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PROJECT NIGHT…On May 31, the Union County 4-H Club held its annual
Project Night in which kids from all over the county met at Forest Road Park in
Fanwood to display and talk about their projects of personal interest.

Ex-Fanwood Developer
Wins Primary for Assembly

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — Raj Mukherji, a
former Fanwood lobbyist and devel-
oper who had charges against him of
stalking dropped and later pleaded
guilty in federal court in 2009 to
possession of a fraudulent identifica-
tion document, won a Primary race
Tuesday for a seat in the state Assem-
bly.

Mr. Mukherji was one of six Demo-
crats on the Primary ballot running
for two Assembly seats representing
the 33rd Legislative District. The
former Jersey City deputy mayor, he
was victorious along with his run-
ning mate bracketed with Carmelo
Garcia of Hoboken under the Hudson
County Democratic Organization
line. They were opposed by two can-
didates under the Democrats for
Change line as well two other candi-
dates.

According to Leader/Times ar-
chives, a five-count indictment for
stalking, witness tampering and bur-
glary against him by a Middlesex
County grand jury was dismissed in
plea deal. He wound up pleading
guilty to trespassing charge. Mr.

Mukherji was banned from having
any contact with the two women he
allegedly stalked – a Rutgers Univer-
sity student and a woman he had
attended high school with in Union
County.

Mr. Mukherji had been a partner
with builder Mukherji-Landmark
LLC, which had been hired by the
Fanwood Borough Council to de-
velop the six-acre Dean Oil site in
2005 for condos. He took a leave of
absence from the redevelopment
projects and from Impact NJ, a Tren-
ton lobbying firm, after he was in-
dicted.

Landmark became the sole devel-
oper of the former Dean Oil site and
dropped Mr. Mukherji from the LLC.

Mr. Mukherji also pleaded guilty
in federal court in 2009 to a 2004
misdemeanor charge of possession
of a fraudulent identification docu-
ment after being indicted by a federal
grand jury on charges of impersonat-
ing a U.S. Defense Intelligence agent,
fraud in connection with unautho-
rized use and possession of false iden-
tification documents and lying to the
FBI when questioned about the source
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Westfield, SP-F to See
Contested BOE Races

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION – Local voters will de-
cide contested school-board races this
November for the Westfield and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood boards of
education (BOE), as candidates filed
nominating petitions by Tuesday’s 4
p.m. filing deadline.

In Westfield, BOE incumbents
Ginny Leiz of Boulevard, Mitchell
Slater of Tremont Avenue and J.
Brendan Galligan of Shackamaxon
Drive filed nominating petitions, as

did newcomer Jonathan Blitt of Grove
Street, for three seats on the board.
Mr. Galligan was elected to a one-
year unexpired term in 2012 and now
is seeking a full three-year term.

Scotch Plains incumbents Nancy
Bauer of Canterbury Drive and David
Gorbunoff of Algonquin Drive and
newcomers Charlotte Ann Schirmer
of Wareham Court, Evan Murray of
Cooper Road and John Scanlon of
Tisbury Court will face each other in
a race for three seats representing the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Froehlich Wins Primary;
Oliveira, Mathieu Victorious

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich fought off a
challenge in Tuesday’s
Democratic Primary Elec-
tion from Essex County
correction officer Charles
E. Mitchell and Union
County Police Lieutenant
Richard Puschel.

Sheriff Froehlich, who
was first elected in 1978,
received 15,806 votes (66
percent) to 5,895 tallies
(25 percent) for Mr.
Mitchell and 2,066 votes
(9 percent) for Mr. Puschel.

Also victorious Tuesday were Free-

Tom KranzKathy Mitchell

holders Linda Carter, 16,538 (24
percent) and Bette Jane Kowalski,
15,299 (23 percent) and

their running
mate, Sergio
G r a n a d o s ,
14,510 (21 per-
cent), who ran
under the
R e g u l a r
D e m o c r a t i c
Organization
of Union
County banner
with Sheriff
Froehlich, as
they were en-

dorsed by the county’s Democratic
Committee. They defeated two slates

of opponents. The first, Madeline
Fajardo, 5,804 (8.5 percent), Eliza-

beth Councilman Carlos
Cedeno, 5,909 (8.7 per-
cent) and Richard Star-
ling, 5,503 (8.1 percent),
ran under the Real Demo-
crats of Union County
banner, while Jacqueline
Williams, 1,792, Charles
Cascone, 1,122, and Janet
Reynolds, 1,451, used the
banner Democrats for
Change.

Freeholders Carter and
Kowalski and Mr.
Granados will now face

Republicans Marc Krauss, Philip
Martini and Ira Geiger in November.

In Westfield, David Oliveira de-
feated Diane Barabas, 222 to 73, in a
contested GOP Primary in the Third
Ward. Mr. Oliveira will now face
Democrat Matthew Sontz, 125, who
previously ran in 2007 and 2011, in
the General Election.

In the Garwood Republican Pri-
mary for two seats on the borough
council, incumbent Councilman
James Mathieu, who lost the support
of local party leaders over the past
few years, was the top vote getter,
with 124 tallies (36 percent). Also
victorious was Mike Martin, 119 (34
percent). Mr. Martin’s running mate
on the local GOP party line, recently
appointed Councilman Steven
Blaufeder, finished third with 102
(20 percent).

At the state level, Governor Chris
Christie easily defeated Seth
Grossman, 199,688 to 17,597 (98
percent to 8 percent with 98 percent
of the vote counted), in the GOP
Primary, while his Democratic oppo-
nent, state Senator Barbara Buono
(D-18, Metuchen), easily defeated
Troy Webster, 166,750 to 22,249 (88
percent to 12 percent) in her Primary.

In the 22nd Legislative District,
Senator Nicholas Scutari defeated
former freeholder Nancy Ward by a
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