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Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
DESCENDING BEAUTIES…Students dressed for the Prom line the staircase of
a Bailey Court residence on Saturday prior to the Westfield High School Prom.

Photo courtesy of Bruce and Donna Vasel
EXTENDED VIEW...Dozens of couples line up for a photograph at a pre-Prom party hosted by Paul and Lynne Partridge at their residence on East Dudley Avenue in Westfield on Saturday afternoon prior to the Westfield High School Prom.

Photo courtesy of Lisa Cummings
Westfield High School Prom — Saturday, June 1

tional improvements required by the
state.

The Terrill Road and Springfield
Avenue projects are being funded
through the federal stimulus known
as American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act of 2009 (ARRA).

In other business, the board ap-
proved union contracts for the Health
Professional and Allied Employees
(HPAE) Local 5112, representing
nurses at Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital, and Policemen’s Benovolent
Association (PBA) Local 250, a union
representing detectives and investi-
gators in the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office (UCPO), and
PBA Local 250A, representing de-
tective superior officers in the UCPO.

Matthew DiRado, the county’s di-
rector of administrative services, said
the PBA 250A contract is a four-year
agreement retroactive to January 1,
2010 and will expire December 31,
2014. The contract includes a 0-per-
cent salary increase in 2010, 2.25-
percent hike in 2011, 2.5-percent hike
in 2012 and 2-percent increments in
2013 and 2014; increments, he said,
that “eat up the 2-percent” raise.

The nurses’ contract is for three
years retroactive to January 1, 2012
and extending through December 31,
2014. The contract includes a 0-per-
cent increase in 2012 and 2-percent
increases in 2013 and 2014, which
Mr. DiRado said comes out to a 1.55-
percent raise in 2013 and 1.5 percent
in 2014.

He said increments in the two-year
PBA 250 agreement “eat up” 2-per-
cent raises in 2013 and 2014.

All the contracts include higher
prescription co-pays and higher
deductibles for employees using out-
of-network services.

The freeholders approved contracts
at the March 28 meeting for Firemen’s
Mutual Benevolent Association
(FMBA) (NAGE Local R2-343), a
four-year contract, and PBA Local
203, representing Weights and Mea-
sures workers, a five-year contract.

Mr. DiRado said then that the
FMBA received a 0-percent increase
in 2011 and 2012 and a 2-percent
increase in 2013 and 2014. He said it
is the first county union to have agreed
to the healthcare concessions. The
PBA Local 203 received a 0-percent
increase in 2010, 2.25 percent in 2011,
2.5 percent in 2012 and 0-percent
increases in 2013 and 2014. He said
at the March meeting that if all 22 of
the county’s collective bargaining
units agree to the health-care and
prescription concessions, the county
could see a $1.6-million savings.

The freeholders last Thursday also
approved a resolution to add Clark to
the list of towns and healthcare facili-
ties now covered by Union County
Emergency Medical Services (EMS).
According to the resolution, Clark
will pay $9,000 in the first year with
2-percent increases in the remaining
two years of the contract. The con-
tract will cover 9-1-1 emergency
medical call screening and EMS dis-
patch services.
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projects.
The council also passed a resolu-

tion that authorizes the mayor to sign
an agreement between the Town of
Westfield and Sevell Family Enter-
prises I, LLC. According to Town
Attorney Russ Finestein, the agree-
ment is in regards to the town’s
newly approved ordinances, which
bring the town into compliance with
affordable housing regulations.
While properties on North and
South Avenues owned by Sevells
were included in the rezoning, this
agreement will take the South Av-
enue property out of the compli-
ance plan.

A hearing will be held on the
town’s compliance plan before state
Superior Judge Frederic Kessler on
Monday, June 10, at 9 a.m. at the
Union County Courthouse.

Resolutions also were passed al-
lowing for the demolition of homes
at 912 Pennsylvania Avenue and 37
Cowperthwaite Place. According to
Town Planner Bill Drew, the
Cowperthwaite property was ap-
proved by the Board of Adjustment
for construction of a two-family
home.

The council also held a closed
session regarding Sunnyside Senior
Housing versus Town of Westfield,
the builder’s remedy lawsuit, which
prompted the town’s recent zoning
changes in order to comply with
affordable housing regulations.
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Mr. Disko and council members Deanna
Andre, Bill Lane and Glenn Mortimer.

The roads currently included in the
Mountainside Renewal Project are
Central Avenue, Charles Street, Darby
Lane, Foothill Way, Linda Drive, Old
Grove Road, Puddingstone Road,
Ridge Drive, Rolling Rock Road, Short
Drive and Turnabout Circle.

In other news, the board discussed
hiring two new police officers for the
borough.

“The police committee has been talk-
ing about this for over a year,” Council
President Keith Turner said. “We are
moving to hire two police officers. We
are currently two [officers]
down…Once we go through the pro-
cess, it is less expensive now in antici-
pation of Jim’s (Debbie’s) retirement.”

Mr. Debbie, who also serves as bor-
ough administrator, has been police

chief since 1998 and will be retiring
next year. According to Mr. Turner,
another officer previously “left” his
position because he was involved in a
“legal matter” and also will be replaced.

“For 18 years, we’ve been going
alternate route [potential officers pay-
ing for police academy courses], which
was suspended by agreement with the
Police Training Commission and the
State PBA (Police Benevolent Asso-
ciation) and the FOP (Fraternal Order
of Police),” Mr. Debbie stated.

According to Mr. Turner, the bor-
ough anticipates hiring the officers be-
fore the end of the year so the officers
commence employment by the time
Mr. Debbie retires in July 2014.

The next borough council meeting
open to the public is scheduled for
Tuesday, June 18, at 8 p.m., at the
Mountainside Borough Hall.
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and conditions.
The SRO will recommend mea-

sures to protect school and personal
property, assist school personnel in
dealing with emergencies, assist in
truancy investigations, provide an
opportunity for students who want to
speak privately with the officer and
developing a trusting and positive
relationship between law enforce-
ment and youth.

Approximately six years ago the
position was removed due to budget
cuts. As a result of the success that the
SRO had in the past, and the current
Anti-Bullying Law’s emphasis on
safe, respectful and secure school
climates, and the growing population
of the high school, the position was
included in the 2013-2014 budget,
which was approved this spring.

The SRO’s salary will be shared by
both entities, with the Westfield Po-
lice Department to have authority
over the officer. The SRO is subject to
all rules and regulations and policies
of the police department and will be
an officer who has undergone train-
ing as an SRO.

WF Rec. Notes Race Success;
Conditions at Local Fields

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Recreation
Commission met on Monday evening
and honored longtime member and
past chairman Jim Marvin. Commis-
sioners also shared good news about
the pool attendance and the race that
was held last month.

Program Coordinator Traci Kastner
told the commissioners that in spite
of the pouring rain on May 19, 330
people showed up for the 5K Race
and One-Mile Fun Run at Tamaques
Park. Ms. Kastner said that 208 people
ran in the 5K race and 122 adults and
children took part in the One-Mile
Fun Run. She said that the sponsor-
ship went great this year and the
recreation department should real-
ize $4,975 when all the money is in.
She said, “We teamed up with The
Westfield Running Company, which
is community-oriented. They are in-
terested in helping us.” She also said,
“Our advertising in advance, in the
paper, helped us get sponsors.”

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann said Saturday and Sun-
day attendance at the pool was good.
“It appears that the gate receipts we
got were the highest we’ve ever had,”
he stated.

He said that there is a problem at
the Sycamore Street soccer field,
where three trees fell down on the
field. The trees fell when no one was
there, so no one was hurt, he said. He
also said the Soccer Association has
decided not to have any more games
there at this time. Recreation Com-
missioner Jeff O’Connor said, “I’ve
been to Sycamore; the goals are not
moveable, the field looks like a desert
wasteland,” Mr. Kaufmann said.
“The sprinklers at the field are not
working, the system is 15 years old.
We may just take some trees down
there and widen the field. The state
has a contract for tree removal. I’ll
call Chris McAloon of the DPW
(Department of Public Works) to
look into it,” he said. Commission
Chairman Peter Echausse said, “I

want to be aggressive about the
smoke-free proposal (for public rec-
reation space); let’s address that at
the next meeting. I don’t want to
have things hanging out there unfin-
ished,” he said.

Mr. Kaufmann said the tennis
courts and the fence at Tamaques
Park and Roosevelt are shot. He
said, “Councilman Sam Della Fera,
asked about it and we gave him our
estimates.”

Board of Education liaison Ginny
Leiz asked about playing on the
fields if rain is on them. Commis-
sioner Bill Kelly said, “Soccer is
very proactive about that; if there is
water on the fields for soccer or
lacrosse there is no game.”

The meeting ended with a tribute
to former Commission Chairman
Marvin, who resigned recently due
to a demanding work schedule. Mr.
Echausse called Mr. Marvin a great
friend to Westfield, a great personal
friend and sometime golf partner.
“Jim provided great leadership and
friendship to the commission,” he
said. “Jim was involved in some of
the biggest programs, such as the
pool and tennis courts at Memo-
rial,” he continued.

Mr. Kaufmann said, “I’ve been
privileged to be here with four great
chairmen. The relationship I’ve had
with Jim, both professionally and
personally, has been rewarding.” Mr.
Echausse presented Mr. Marvin with
a plaque to honor his service.

“I’m honored; this doesn’t happen
very often,” Mr. Marvin said. “When
I drive through town, I see all the
improvements,” he added. “The vi-
sion came from that man over there
(Mr. Kaufmann). I can’t compare
him to anyone; he’s the best director
I’ve ever worked with.” He contin-
ued to say, “I’ve always wanted to
give back. My father was like that.”

The commissioners took a photo
with Mr. Marvin and ended the meet-
ing. The next meeting of the recre-
ation commission will be Monday,
July 1, at Memorial Pool.
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Committeeman from Union County,
while Dorothy Burger of Summit
defeated Victoria Manduca of
Fanwood by a vote of 5,350 (77 per-
cent) to 1,589 (23 percent) in the
Primary for Republican State Com-
mitteewoman.

In the race for Democratic State
Committeemen, Assemblyman Gerry
Green (D-20, Plainfield), 15,863
(24.8 percent), Freeholder Chris
Hudak of Linden, 15,324 (23.97 per-
cent) and Scotch Plains Councilman
Lou Beckerman, 15,012 (23.48 per-
cent) defeated Elizabeth Board of
Education President Tony Monteiro,
6,336 (9.91 percent), Lester
Dominquez, 5,831 (9.12 percent)
and Giuliano A. Farina, 5,548 (8.68
percent).

Victorious in their run for Demo-

cratic State Committeewomen were
Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi,
16,496 (26 percent), Michel Bitritto,
14,995 (23.65 percent) and Eliza-
beth Councilwoman Patricia Perkins-
Auguste, 15,171 (23.92 percent).
They defeated Elizabeth Board of
Education member Elcy Castillo
Ospina, 5,419 (8.55 percent),
Marvelis Perreira, 5,579 (8.80 per-
cent) and Charlene Farina, 5,745
(9.06 percent).

In the Plainfield Democratic May-
oral Primary, Council President and
former freeholder Adrian Mapp eas-
ily defeated incumbent Mayor Sharon
Robinson-Briggs by a margin of
2,789 to 1,746 (61 percent to 38
percent) and will now face Republi-
can Sandy Spector in this heavily
Democratic city.
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Westfield, SP-F to See
Contested BOE Races

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION – Local voters will de-
cide contested school-board races
this November for the Westfield and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood boards of
education (BOE), as candidates
filed nominating petitions by
Tuesday’s 4 p.m. filing deadline.

In Westfield, BOE incumbents
Ginny Leiz of Boulevard, Mitchell
Slater of Tremont Avenue and J.
Brendan Galligan of Shackamaxon
Drive filed nominating petitions, as
did newcomer Jonathan Blitt of
Grove Street, for three seats on the
board. Mr. Galligan was elected to
a one-year unexpired term in 2012
and now is seeking a full three-year
term.

Scotch Plains incumbents Nancy
Bauer of Canterbury Drive and
David Gorbunoff of Algonquin
Drive and newcomers Charlotte Ann
Schirmer of Wareham Court, Evan
Murray of Cooper Road and John
Scanlon of Tisbury Court will face
each other in a race for three seats

representing the township on the
BOE.

Filing for one Fanwood seat are
incumbent Amy Winkler of
Cheetwood Terrace, Robert Stovall
of Farley Avenue and Pamela Ann
Bonaccolto of Burns Way.

In Garwood, incumbents Brendan
McDermott of Willow Avenue and
Susan Groning of Myrtle Avenue
have filed for reelection. No one
filed for the third open BOE seat.

Mountainside BOE incumbents
James W. Ruban, Jr. of Bayberry
Lane, the BOE president; Christo-
pher Minks of Tanager Way and
Carmine Venes of Orchard Road
have filed for reelection.

Cranford BOE incumbents Lisa
Patella of Thomas Street and Jill
Brown of Springfield Avenue have
filed petitions. Incumbent Mary
Catherine Sudiak did not file for
reelection. No other candidates filed
for the seat.

www.goleader.com

Look for more Prom
photos next week!


