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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
SPLISH SPLASH...The Westfield Memorial Pool opened Saturday to tempera-
tures in the 90s, drawing a crowd of approximately 1,000 during the opening day.
The ice-cold water was very refreshing for a change.

Marylou Morano for The Westfield Leader
GREEK FEST...Dressed in traditional Hellenic clothing, the Holy Trinity Hel-
lenic Dancers perform traditional dances from Macedonia and Crete at Greek
Fest 2013, hosted by the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in Westfield. See
story page 20.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
PROM NIGHT...On Saturday afternoon, attendees of the Westfield High School
Prom gather for pictures at the Stoneleigh Park home of Jim and Judy Brucia.
Pictured, left to right, are: Emily Greenberg and Chris Callahan, Kristy Troutman
and Adam Greene, Emily Brucia and Parker Friedman, Sian Scott and Reid
Harrison, Jenna Perrotta and Christian Burgdorf, Nicole Miller and Jake Heroux,
Rachel Hertzberg and David Soloman and Tara Reardon and Michael Cash.

County OKs Intersection
Improvements in Cranford

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – Union County Free-
holders last Thursday concurred with
a Cranford ordinance for parking re-
strictions on Centennial Avenue as
well as intersection improvements
along the Centennial corridor.

Cranford Mayor Thomas Hannen,
Jr., who attended Thursday’s meet-
ing, said the parking restrictions were
necessary due to a lack of available
parking spaces for members of the
Cranford Rescue Squad, which is
located along the thoroughfare. The
mayor said an increase in restaurants
has caused patrons to take up the
spots, thus leaving a lack of parking
for squad members.

He said currently there are only
two parking spaces in front of the
squad building and that overflow
parking from the Riverside Inn, lo-
cated around the corner from the
squad on South Avenue, “has caused
problems with parking.”

He said the Cranford ordinance
would designate the area as a “pre-
ferred parking area” to be used “pri-
marily” for on-duty squad members.

Addressing improvements to Cen-
tennial Avenue, Joseph Graziano, di-
rector of the Department of Engi-
neering, Public Works and Facilities,
said the project includes three inter-
sections. He said a new traffic signal
would be added at Hillside and Cen-
tennial Avenues.

“There will be a lot of detours”
during the project, Mr. Graziano said.
In response to concerns echoed by
Freeholder Angel Estrada on the 360
days listed for the length of the con-
tract, Mr. Graziano said he did not see
that as “a crazy number.”

In terms of the intersection work at

Hillside and Centennial Avenues,
Mayor Hannen noted that the Hill-
side Avenue School is located at the
busy intersection, and that many par-
ents are picking up and dropping off
their children at the school.

“With the increase in traffic along
Centennial Avenue, it has become
problematic for these residents to do
the drop-off and get back into the
intersection. Centennial Avenue has
become quite a busy road over the
past couple of years,” Mayor Hannen
added. He said the project was needed
“as a matter of safety for the students
being dropped off and picked back
up.”

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, a
Cranford resident, said that, “there
have been a number of fender
benders” involving cars coming out
of the school into the intersection
during drop-off and pick-up times.
She said she heard the plan was to
have most of the construction when
school was not in session.

The freeholders approved a reso-
lution to hire Fai Gon Electric of
Piscataway for the project at a cost of
$821,705. The contract includes de-
sign, construction and paving work.

The freeholders also approved a
resolution for a change order reduc-
ing a contract by $16,510 to Tiffany
Electric, Inc. of Fairfield for a new
contract of $360,183 for intersection
improvements on Springfield Avenue
in Cranford.

The board also approved a change
order to increase the contract to
Daidone Electric, Inc., of Newark, by
$36,570 to $1,229,570 for the Terrill
Road Corridor Intersection Improve-
ment Project in Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Plainfield due to addi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
PRIMARY NIGHT...Above, Republicans Senator Tom Kean, Jr., Governor Chris Christie and Asm. Jon Bramnick
address the crowd at a gathering in Bridgewater on Tuesday night while waiting for the Primary Election votes to come in.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield Council Introduces
$2.9-Million Capital Budget

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council approved its capital
budget on first reading Tuesday night
along with approval of several reso-
lutions.

This year’s capital budget totals
$2,926,000 and includes repairs to
town hall’s HVAC system along with
work to the Department of Public
Works building and Westfield’s two
fire houses. If approved on final read-
ing on Tuesday, June 18, $50,000
will be spent on road striping;
$300,000 will be spent on new pay
stations; $27,970 will be spent on
plans to dredge the pond and recon-
struct the flume at Mindowaskin Park;

$195,000 will be spent on a new front
end loader, and $31,000 will be spent
on equipment for civic decorating in
the downtown.

The bulk of the funds, $2,020,200,
will be spent on road resurfacing.
Streets that will be resurfaced in-
clude: Stanmore Place, Bradford
Avenue, Forest Avenue, Elm Street,
Clark Street, Seneca Place, Priscilla
Lane, South Euclid Avenue, Gallows
Hill Road, St. Paul Street, Hawthorne
Drive, Kimball Circle, Ripley Av-
enue, Marlboro Street, Belmar Place,
Vernon Place, Nevada Street, Dakota

Street, Delaware Street, Stanley Park
Oval, Trinity Place, Shadowlawn
Drive, Dorian Road, Ardleigh Drive,
Summit Court, Elmer Street and
Quimby Street. Some streets will see
sectional paving, while others will
have the entire length resurfaced.
Municipal Parking Lot 4, the lot be-
tween Elm Street and Mountain Av-
enue, also will be resurfaced.

Approximately $382,000 in previ-
ously unused capital funds will be
used to offset the amount that the
town will bond for this year’s capital

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS Boro Council Discusses
Upgrade of Gas Lines

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
regular work session Tuesday night,
the Mountainside Borough Council
discussed possible major upgrade work
to its gas line infrastructure in the bor-
ough proposed by Elizabethtown Gas.

A subsidiary of AGL Resources
based out of Atlanta, Ga., Elizabethtown
Gas serves over 275,000 customers in
Hunterdon, Mercer, Morris, Middlesex,
Sussex, Union and Warren Counties in
New Jersey.

Entitled the Mountainside Renewal
Project, the plan entails replacing exist-
ing pipelines in the borough, either by
sealing off sections of gas lines and
building new ones in a new location or
by removing and replacing existing
gas lines in the same location.

According to Borough Engineer
Michael Disko, Jr., Elizabethtown Gas
estimates the cost of the project to be
approximately $1.5 million.

The costs to the borough are unclear
at this time. Factors include the age and
condition of the road, whether the en-
tire road or just a portion of it will need
to be repaved and what percentage of
the cost will be covered by
Elizabethtown Gas.

Depending on the age and condition

of the road, the borough may decide to
authorize Elizabethtown Gas repave
the entire road, which may incur costs
for the borough.

It is anticipated there will be negotia-
tions between the borough and
Elizabethtown Gas to determine what
percentage of the expenditures will be
covered by which entity.

Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli
stated the borough would have to deter-
mine criteria to decide which roads
should be completely repaved, which
would most likely incur costs for the
borough, or only partially repaved,
which costs most likely would be cov-
ered by Elizabethtown Gas.

“We’re talking about a substantial
amount of dollars here. I think we
should appoint a committee along with
Mike [Disko] and Jim [Debbie, Bor-
ough Administrator] to sit down with
the gas company to negotiate. Looking
at the roads, what likelihood we going
to have to repave these roads in the
future…I think if we look at these
roads on a case by case basis, we prob-
ably have a better chance of maximiz-
ing the dollars we can get from the gas
company,” Mayor Mirabelli said.

The committee formed to address
the issue will consist of Mr. Debbie,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

School Resource Officer
To Be Reinstated in WF

WESTFIELD — On the Westfield
Board of Education agenda for this
Tuesday, June 11, is the reinstate-
ment of the school resource officer
(SRO). The position represents a
shared service provided by the school
district and the town. The individual
will be a Westfield police officer.

In the district for more than 10
years and located primarily at
Westfield High School, the SRO held
several responsibilities, including but
not limited to: providing assistance
in programs for peer mediation and

peer leadership, instructing special-
ized, short-term programs involving
a range of topics such as security,
crime prevention, drug and alcohol
education, the criminal and juvenile
justice system, and related topics.

Also included are action regarding
trespassers; suspicious persons and
conditions; illegal use, sale and/or
distribution of controlled dangerous
substances; disruptions and distur-
bances; criminal offenses, and to re-
port significant action, occurrences

Froehlich Wins Primary;
Oliveira, Mathieu Victorious

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich fought off a challenge in
Tuesday’s Democratic Primary Elec-
tion from Essex County correction
officer Charles E. Mitchell and Union
County Police Lieutenant Richard
Puschel.

Sheriff Froehlich, who was first
elected in 1978, received 15,806 votes
(66 percent) to 5,895 tallies (25 per-
cent) for Mr. Mitchell and 2,066 votes
(9 percent) for Mr. Puschel.

Also victorious Tuesday were Free-
holders Linda Carter, 16,538 (24 per-
cent) and Bette Jane Kowalski, 15,299
(23 percent) and their running mate,
Sergio Granados, 14,510 (21 per-
cent), who ran under the Regular

Democratic Organization of Union
County banner with Sheriff Froehlich,
as they were endorsed by the county’s
Democratic Committee. They de-
feated two slates of opponents. The
first, Madeline Fajardo, 5,804 (8.5
percent), Elizabeth Councilman
Carlos Cedeno, 5,909 (8.7 percent)
and Richard Starling, 5,503 (8.1 per-
cent), ran under the Real Democrats
of Union County banner, while
Jacqueline Williams, 1,792, Charles
Cascone, 1,122, and Janet Reynolds,
1,451, used the banner Democrats
for Change.

Freeholders Carter and Kowalski
and Mr. Granados will now face Re-
publicans Marc Krauss, Philip Mar-
tini and Ira Geiger in November.

In Westfield, David Oliveira de-

feated Diane Barabas, 222 to 73, in a
contested GOP Primary in the Third
Ward. Mr. Oliveira will now face
Democrat Matthew Sontz, 125, who
previously ran in 2007 and 2011, in
the General Election.

In the Garwood Republican Pri-
mary for two seats on the borough
council, incumbent Councilman
James Mathieu, who lost the support
of local party leaders over the past
few years, was the top vote getter,
with 124 tallies (36 percent). Also
victorious was Mike Martin, 119 (34
percent). Mr. Martin’s running mate
on the local GOP party line, recently
appointed Councilman Steven
Blaufeder, finished third with 102
(20 percent).

At the state level, Governor Chris
Christie easily defeated Seth
Grossman, 199,688 to 17,597 (98
percent to 8 percent with 98 percent
of the vote counted), in the GOP
Primary, while his Democratic oppo-
nent, state Senator Barbara Buono
(D-18, Metuchen), easily defeated
Troy Webster, 166,750 to 22,249 (88
percent to 12 percent) in her Primary.

In the 22nd Legislative District,
Senator Nicholas Scutari defeated
former freeholder Nancy Ward by a
tally of 6,388 votes, or 81 percent, to
1,465 tallies, or 19 percent, and will
now face Republican Robert Sherr of
Middlesex, the former health direc-
tor of the Westfield Regional Health
Department.

Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20, Eliza-
beth), who was nearly defeated by
Elizabeth Assistant Superintendent
of Schools Jerome Dunn in 2011,
easily defeated Roselle Board of Edu-
cation President Donna Obe, 9,281
to 4,802, a margin of 65 percent to 34
percent, on Tuesday night.

Westfield Councilman James
Foerst defeated New Providence
Board of Education member Robert
Dinerman by a tally of 5,427 (78
percent) to 1,486 (21 percent) in his
reelection bid for Republican State
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